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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Public information day on Dubai Duty Free Irish Open

Ahead of the 2019 Dubai Duty Free Irish Open at Lahinch Golf Club
in July, an Open Day for members of the public took place at the
Lahinch Coast Hotel on Sunday 7th April.

how Lahinch and the wider county will benefit from the event.
Meanwhile, a new website dedicated to promoting Lahinch and
surrounding areas in the lead up to, during and after the Dubai
Duty Free Irish Open will also be launched.

Representatives from The European Tour, Lahinch Golf Club, Clare
County Council, An Garda. Síochána, HSE, Dubai Duty Free and
Fáilte Ireland were present to outline their preparations for the
most prestigious event on the Irish golfing calendar from 3–7 July.

Among the golfers already confirmed as joining the field for this
year’s European Tour Rolex Series event, hosted by Paul McGinley,
are Louis Oosthuizen, Padraig Harrington, Shane Lowry, Tommy
Fleetwood, Danny Willett and Lee Westwood.

Organisers were available to answer queries on a range of topics,
including traffic management arrangements, the Site Plan, and

For more see dubaidutyfreeirishopen.com.

2

2

RURAL DEVELOPMENT

LCDC publishes
Clare Survey findings

search agency Behaviour and Attitudes Ltd. in late 2018, explored topics such as Education, Employment Status, Health
& Well-being, Attitudes to Mental Health, Social Engagement,
Technology and Transport.

The Clare Local Community Development Committee (LCDC), a
subcommittee of Clare County Council, has published findings
of a new survey of more than 1,000 adults across Clare focusing
on the county’s health, well-being and quality of life.

The Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) is a subcommittee of Clare County Council and includes representatives
from local state agencies, the community voluntary sector as
well as other local development and interest groups.

The Clare Survey, a strategic action of the Local Economic
and Community Plan, will be used by Clare County Council to
strengthen national funding applications such as the Rural and
Urban Regeneration Funds and to direct resources to those areas of the county most in need.

The LCDC has prepared and oversees the implementation of the
community elements of the Local Economic and Community Development Plan (LECP) which is a 6 year strategy for the county.
The committee also developed the Healthy Clare Strategy and
manages the Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) for Clare.

The survey will also be utilised as a benchmark to measure
progress for strategies such as Local Economic and Community
Plan and the Healthy Clare Strategy.

In addition funding programmes such as the Healthy Ireland
Fund and the Community Enhancement Programme are overseen by the LCDC committee.

Clare County Council says the localised information contained
in the survey results will complement data available under the
Census and the Survey of Income and Living Conditions.

The survey was co-funded by Clare County Council and the Limerick and Clare Education & Training Board.

The survey, which was conducted by independent market re-

CLARE SURVEY 2018
Transport

Education

69%

OWN A CAR

Only 15% carpool but 38% are
interested in carpooling
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TOP
BARRIERS
TO FURTHER
EDUCATION

1. Interest levels
2. Location
3. Choice of courses

56%

have Leaving cert
or lower

Work Status

21%

have a Cert or have
been an apprentice

23%

have higher
education

WORKING

1 in 5 adults are retired and 5% are
students

14%

Unemployed
Unable to work due to
disability
Actively looking for work

Technology

81%

HAVE INTERNET
ACCESS

3.5 hours screen time outside of work
Mobile Phone - most
important method of
communication

Social Engagement

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

In 1 week 77k car trips are made
35% shopping / 28% work / 16%
social / 7% religious

50%
OF ADULTS ARE

Health
Sitting
Standing
Mostly walking
Moderate
Heavy Labour
Very physical

AT
WORK

23% are smokers
39% drink alcohol weekly and 58%
weekly for Under 25s

14% do not exercise at all
62% exercise to keep fit / 37% for
enjoyment and 19% for mental health

Residency

REASONS FOR NOT
SOCIALISING
Transport

Distance
Cost

28% are members of a club /
association
67% socialise monthly
33% socialise only twice a year

Experience of Hardship

MINUTES OF EXERCISE PER DAY

35% live within 1 kilometre of
nearest family member; 59% within
6 kilometres

Less than 20

28% 3%10% From 20-30
mins

60+ mins

49% have always lived at their
51% have lived in their homes for an

From 40-50
mins

average of 13 years

14%

23%

report experiencing
hardship

The key issues being heat, furnishings
and socialisation

From 50- 1%
60 mins

current address

32%

HAVE A WEEKLY DISPOSABLE
INCOME OF ≤€500

43%

From 30-40
mins

Survey undertaken by B&A on behalf of the Clare Local Community Development Committee
(LCDC) and funded by Clare county Council and the Limerick & Clare Education and Training
Board. Full survey available at www.clarecoco.ie

The above graphic highlights some of the survey findings. The full survey can be found on
Clare County Council’s website at www.clarecoco.ie/services/community.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Tidy Towns annual Information Evening

The Tidy Towns annual Information Evening was on 3rd April
2019 in the Civic Room of Buttermarket Building. It was
attended by over 30 of Clare’s Tidy Towns / Community Groups.
The room was in full attendance to listen to the following guest
speakers:

Cormac Mc Carthy (Ennis Tidy Towns Group), gave a
presentation sharing generous knowledge on the initiatives
taken by Ennis Tidy Towns to cover the benefits of Community
Partnerships, Pollinators and the steps they took that led to
them receiving three Special Tidy Towns Awards in 2018. In lieu
of a presentation fee and in the spirit of knowledge sharing,
the Rural Development Directorate will organise to print and
circulate Ennis Tidy Towns’ recently commissioned ‘Community
Biodiversity Toolkit’ for each of the County’s Tidy Towns groups.
- Lorraine Power, (National Tidy Towns Adjudicator) provided
an update on the one-to-one Tidy Towns Application Form clinics
held last year. These clinics are funded on a cross-directorate
basis by Rural Development and the Environments Department
and will be scheduled again for 2019.
Claire Mc Grath, (Water Safety and Development Officer)
spoke about the need for Community groups to link in with
her section (Water Safety Services) on the need to inspect and
highlight if lifebuoys in their area are in disrepair.
The four Rural and Community Development Officers inputted
on capacity building supports that they offer to voluntary groups.

Neworking session
for CLDC & Council
A joint meeting of staff of both CLDC
(Clare Local Development Company)
and various departments of Clare
County Council met on 29th April
2019 to discuss opportunities to
collaborate on projects and to build
a strong working relationship and
inter-organisation partnership.

Project Ireland 2040
A Briefing on Rural Funding Opportunities with Minister
Michael Ring TD was held on 10th April 2019 at St. Patrick’s
Hall, Corofin. The event was organised by Clare County
Council in association with the Department of Rural
& Community Development. It was attended by Rural
Development representatives in Clare, Limerick & Galway.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
JPC MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT
• A meeting of the Joint Policing Committee was held on 8th
April 2019. The Chairperson and members of JPC welcomed
the new Clare Division Chief Superintendent Michael Gubbins.
The Committee watched a video on the initiative ‘Blueprint
for safety’ which relates to domestic violence. It outlined the
effectiveness of a joint approach by law enforcement agencies
in the prevention of domestic abuse crime.
Superintendent Brendan McDonagh provided an update of the
policing statistics to the Committee.
•
The Joint Policing Committee joined with Clare Comhairle
Na nÓg, Clare County Council, and the Clare Youth Service at a
recent event “Be the Best You Can Be” with Jason Sherlock.
Jason spoke about resilience and encouraged the students to
think about their future lives, what they hoped for, and having
the belief to achieve it.
Members of the Community Gardai were in attendance after
the talk, getting to know some of the students and providing
information and support.

Award for new Cliffs of Moher
Coach Park Reception Building

Excellence in concrete design and construction was celebrated at this year’s Irish Concrete Society’s Awards on 30th March in the
Clayton Hotel Dublin. The Cliffs of Moher Coach Park Reception Building was announced as Building Category Winner.

Project team members for “Cliffs of Moher Coach Park Reception
Building” accepting the award from Eamon Booth, Chairman, ICS. Front
(L-R) Denis Byrne (Denis Byrne Architects), Carmel Greene (Clare County
Council), Paul O’Mahony (Roadstone) , Gordon O’Reagan (Keating).
Back (L-R) Maggie Moran (Denis Byrne Architects), Brendan Phelan
(Keating),Brian O’Loughlin (Keating), Eamon Booth (Chairman of the
Society), Patrick Queally (Keating), Martin Tierney (Roadstone).
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES

HUMAN RESOURCES

policy paper has been circulated to members and management.

• During the month of April 288 staff attended 12 training
courses with the ‘Children First’ course accounting for 144 of
those attendees. Other training delivered during the month
included: Telescopic Handling (8), Manual handling (30) and
Traffic Signs Manual Training (20).
• The HR Department is currently running a number of
competitions and two Information Sessions were delivered over
the last number of weeks to support those staff, both outdoor
and indoor, who are preparing for interview. These information
sessions were provided by experienced staff from across a
variety of sections in the organisation with 61 staff attending
over the two sessions.
• During the month the Welfare Officer arranged Fire Personnel
information sessions which were delivered in Scarriff and
Shannon. Further sessions are due to be rolled out. Two health
awareness talks were presented to staff by ‘Health and Fitness
Ireland’ and health screening will commence this coming
month. All staff and councillors are invited to attend. The team
is also involved in a joint initiative with Health and Safety and
the HSA in a programme called ‘Work Positive’.
•
Clare County Council will be placing third level co-op
students within the organisation again this year and interviews
for these positions have been held over the last month. The
seasonal recruitment of Beach Lifeguards was also progressed.
In the coming month we are expecting to advertise for a 4 year
apprenticeship post of ‘Heavy Vehicle Mechanic’.
• Other positions advertised/progressed during the month
included: Assistant Foreman, School Wardens sporadic cover,
Harbour Controller and Clerical Officer. Over the coming month
the following recruitment competitions will be progressed:
Senior Library Assistant, GO Driver 2, Waterworks Caretakers
Grade 5, Retained Fire Fighters, Branch Librarian and Assistant
Staff Officer.

Freedom of Information & Data Protection:
• The Data Protection Officer is continuing to work with the
regional group to develop policies for the full implementation
of GDPR. Data Protection Impact Assessments are being
implemented for new processing activities in the Council.
• Statistics Quarter 2019
- 7 Data Subject Access Requests
- 40 Freedom of Information Requests
- 3 Freedom of Information Internal Reviews.
Customer satisfaction survey:
• The Clare County Council customer satisfaction survey was
conducted from March 25th – April 7th. There was a good
response across gender, age groups and electoral areas.
Distribution channels included the branch library network,
area offices, the website and social media. Hard copies have
been inputted into surveymonkey, the data is now being
analysed. A report will be issued to Management Team and the
Elected Members in May with details of survey methodology,
constraints and results.
Customer Services operations
• Two new customer service/security staff have joined the
customer service team in HQ. They will be based at reception
with another member of the existing customer service team.
The switchboard has been relocated to the staff library. This
separation is intended to facilitate a more focussed customer
service experience. The team have undergone ‘JAM’ training
and will receive ‘Age friendly’ training this month.
Procurement:
• The following tender competitions were published in April
2019.
Tender Description

Deadline Date

Cliffs of Moher Shuttle Bus Service

29 April 2019

• Open competitions are advertised on www.clarecoco.ie, on
www.publicjobs.ie and local newspapers.

Expressions of Interest in the provision of Housing
Schemes and/or Land for Social/Affordable Housing to
Clare County Council

2 May 2019

CORPORATE SERVICES

Maintenance of grass playing pitches and cross country
track which are located in Ennis & Kilrush

15 May 2019

Energy Efficiency Upgrade Works to Residential Units
County Clare

14 May 2019

Refurbishment & Reinstatement of the Terret Lodge

31 May 2019

Register of Electors and Local Elections:
• The Local and European elections and referendum are being
held on Friday 24th May 2019. The Local Elections 2019 will
take place on the 24th May, 2019. Polling stations will be open
from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
• Nomination week for candidates of the Local Elections
commenced at 10.00am on Saturday 27th April, 2019 and will
close at 12 noon on Saturday 4th May, 2019.
• Posters will be permitted from Wednesday 24th April 2019
until midnight on the 31st May 2019.
• Final date for receipt of applications to the Supplementary
Register of Electors is Tuesday 7th May, 2019.
Directly Elected Mayors Policy Paper
• On 2 April the Dept. published the policy paper: “Directly
Elected Mayors with Executive Functions: Detailed policy
proposals” which the Government approved on 20 March. The
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Archives & Record Management:

• The Records Management Team continues to facilitate daily
requests from all departments for file storage and retrieval from
the record centre. Implementation of the ADLIB Archives and
Records Management database system is ongoing
• The Roads Section have commenced a file storage review
and weeding exercise. The Records Management Team are
also working with Water Services to review storage space with
a view to consolidating their material into one space, instead
of having it spread out across the two buildings at Waterpark.
• The newly appointed Irish Language Officer has also completed
weeding of older Irish language files.
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FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES

120th anniversary of
first Council meeting

The 120th anniversary of the first meeting of Clare County
Council in April 1899 following the enactment of the Local
Government (Ireland) Act, 1898 was commemorated at the
April Council meeting.
The original hard copy of the ‘Clare Journal’ newspaper from
10th April, 1899 giving the election results was taken from the
Councils Archives and was on display.
On display in the Atrium were the original copy of the Act for
amending the law relating to Local Government in Ireland and
the original copy of the minutes of the first Council meeting

Dr. John Treacy, Clare County Council, Pat Dowling, Chief Executive of Clare County Council, and
Councillor Michael Begley, Mayor of Clare, pictured with piper Blackie O’Connell
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HOUSING

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

During April the DHPLG issued correspondence to advise the 2019
Social Housing Needs Assessment is to be returned by 22 July.
Households have been written to ascertain their eligibility for social housing supports. The below table indicates the number of
people accommodated in social housing in Clare by MD:
Social Housing*

HAP

Ennis

1091

634

Shannon

480

198

West Clare

976

346

Killaloe

413

165

additional housing units into stock through the Repair & Lease (RLS) scheme.
The scheme can be used to bring vacant stock back into productive use. We
will work with property owners interested in regenerating their properties.
• With candidates on the election trail we would like to take the opportunity
to ask you to notify this Council of vacant properties you encounter on your
travels. This information will be catalogued and we will follow up with a view
to bring stock back into productive use.
• The current Buy and Renew scheme is being revised to include properties
which essentially have to be rebuilt and where the redevelopment of
property satisfies a number of objectives such as addressing dereliction
and village renewal. Again with many candidates out and about we are
requesting your assistance in identifying suitable properties.
Update on Capital Projects:
Current stage

Commencement

Clonlara

9

Under construction by
Pat Keogh Construction Ltd.

20 November
2018

Feakle

13

Under construction by
Custy Construction Ltd.

5 November
2018

Quilty

18

Contract Commenced

25 April 2019

th

Q3 2020

Roslevan, Ennis

8

Contract Commenced

25 April 2019

th

Q2 2020

The Department has introduced a new 75-week period for the construction of schemes under the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS)
by Approval Housing Bodies. This period includes time to advance
projects through design, planning, procurement & appointment of
contractors prior to start of construction on site. The parallel timeline for construction of local authority housing is 59 weeks.

Ashline, Ennis

40

Await Stage 2 approval from the Dept.
th
Proposed to submit Part VIII on the 10
May 2019

Q1 2020

Q3 2021

Tullyglass Shannon

21

Following announcement of funding for
embankment works this project will
recommence.

Q2 2020

Q4 2021

Ballaghboy TAU

5

Design process ongoing

Q3 2019

Q2 2019

Miltown Malbay

27

Stage 1 approval received. Design Team
appointed.

Q1 2020

Q3 2021

House Purchases: The Council is continuing to sign contracts and
close sales for the dwellings purchased earlier this year. We are in
communication with the Department with a view to getting an additional allocation for house purchases in order to meet our own
needs and those of Approved Housing Bodies who have a number
of applicants with disabilities on their waiting lists which require to
be prioritised in terms of housing accommodation. This matter is
currently being examined by the Department.

Shannon NDFA

51

Tender evaluation on-going.

Q3 2019

Q1 2021

Tulla

22

Stage 1 approved. Currently procuring
Design Team.

Q2 2020

Q4 2021

Newmarket on Fergus

18

Stage 1 approved. Currently procuring
Design Team.

Q2 2020

Q3 2021

Kilmihil

2

Await Single Stage approval from Dept.
th
Proposed to submit Part VIII on the 10
May 2019

Q4 2019

Q3 2020

Sixmilebridge

2

Await Single Stage approval from Dept.
Planning in place.

Q3 2019

Q1 2020

Subtotal

232

CAS - Cahercalla Phase
2
(Cuan an Chlair)

15

CAS Construction Stage 3 submitted to
DHPLG for approval 14.11.2018

March 2019

Q2 2020

Roslevan
(CoOperative Housing
Ireland)

2

CALF Turnkey. 3 units were delivered with
the 2 remaining units to be delivered in
2019

Q1 2018

Q2 2019

Bruachlan, Westbury
(CoOperative Housing
Ireland)

22

CALF - Property transfer complete, CHI to
commence procurement of design team.

Q4 2019

Q3 2021

Tullyvarraga, Shannon
(CoOperative Housing
Ireland)

47

CALF Acquisition application approved
works ongoing, expect stage delivery with
units delivered in 2019

Q2 2018

Q3 2019

Meelick
(Thomond Housing
Association)

4

CAS construction, works nearing
completion

Q1 2018

Q2 2019

Clonlara (Newgrove
Housing Association)

4

CALF construction, works complete.

Q4 2017

Q1 2019

Subtotal

94

AHB delivery

Total

326

TOTAL

2960

SHIP Capital

1343

*Includes RAS and long term and short term leased properties.
The table above does not include properties made available by Approved
Housing Bodies in the County. The slight reduction from last month relates
to tenancy surrender/ cessation of tenancies.

Affordable Purchase Arrangements: New Affordable House Purchase Arrangements have been introduced under Part V of the
Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2009. Clare County Council is obliged to adopt a scheme of priority for affordable dwelling
purchase arrangements before 18 June 2019. The primary legislation was enacted on 18 June 2018, the draft was issue to all Local
Authorities on 2 April. This Council are statutorily bound to enact
this legislation however the scheme can be amended in the future.
The scheme will be before the May Council meeting for adoption.
Homelessness: The Clare Homeless Action Team (HAT) provides
services to anyone who is homeless or at risk of losing their home.
The HAT office is open to the public from 9.30am to 1pm MonFri, in the Housing Section, Clare Co Council headquarters on New
Road and the HAT team can also be contacted on 065 684 6291.
As of 30 April, the homeless figures indicate full occupancy of 13
beds at Laurel Lodge and there are also 66 adults AND 50 children
in emergency accommodation across 17 hotel and B&B providers.
Works to the family HUB at Cusack Lodge are ongoing and due for
completion in April. The interagency Homeless Action Team is now
in place and are concentrating on successful exits from homeless
services as well as catering to the needs of those in the service.

Approved

th

th

Period

No. of

No. of voids

No. of properties

Average

April

36*

11

87

121

Completion
Q4 2019
Q4 2019

No. of

Housing voids/casual
Refurbishment
Maintenance:
The management
returnedand
to
undergoing
vacancy
maintenanceand turnaround ofvacancies
our housing
stock to minimise
is continuously
assessed and
stock
refurbishmentvoids
period
(days) calls
hereunder is the activity in this regard:
Period

April

Rebuilding Ireland Affordable Loan: 16 number ‘Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan’ applications were received up to 30th April 2019
and 4 loan applications were granted provisional approval. 48
enquiries were made regarding the Loan and 8 loans were drawn
:
down during this period. The loan scheme offers a fixed interest
rate for credit worthy low to middle income first time buyers with
a view to making home ownership more affordable.
Incentivised Schemes:
• The DHPLG has set an ambitious national target to bring 950

9

484

No. of
voids/casual
vacancies

No. of voids
returned to
stock

No. of properties
undergoing
refurbishment

Average
vacancy
period (days)

No. of
maintenance
calls

36*

11

87

121

484

* This figure does not include properties which have become vacant after 1st May
nor does it include acquisitions and long-term voids

Grants: Grant approval issued in April for Housing Adaptation, Housing Aid
and Mobility Aid grants:
Grant
type
Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability
Housing Aid for Older People

Approvals issued
in April 2019
1
4

Value of works

Mobility Aids Grant

10

44,450

Grant Approvals issued in April 2019

15

63,650

5000
14,200
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
SPORTS & RECREATION
Large Scale Sports Infrastructure Fund: The closing date for receipt of applications under this fund was the 17th April and Clare
County Council made two applications, one in each stream. The application submitted under Stream 1 was in conjunction with Kilrush Basketball Club and Kilrush Community School to develop the proposal for a full size basketball court on the grounds of Kilrush
Community School. The development will see the existing facility on the site extended and will incorporate other sporting codes in
the area. It would also complement Clare County Councils existing product offering, i.e. the Astroturf and grassed pitches and running track, to deliver a multi-sports campus in the location. If successful Stream 1 funding will finance the project to tender stage.
Under Stream 2 Clare County Council in conjunction with Clare GAA applied for an all weather playing pitch at the Caherlohan site
in Tulla. This project will ensure all weather playing facility will be available to the GAA and Clare schools. We await decisions on
these applications.
ACTIVE ENNIS KILRUSH / ACTIVE ENNIS LEISURE COMPLEX: Fit for All is a National Campaign aimed at increasing opportunities
for people with disabilities to participate within their local leisure facilities. During this Fit for All week at Ennis Leisure Complex we
are offering the following from 5th May to 11th May inclusive: • FREE Entry to Swimming Pool and Gym for people with Disabilities • FREE Chair Fitness Class on 13th May • FREE Zumba/Pound Fitness Class with Kasia on 9th May at 11.30am for an hour.

• Swim for a Mile SFAM commenced during the month of April and will continue through the month of May at Active Ennis Leisure
Centre. All schools that partake in weekly swimming lessons at the swimming pool are part of this current ongoing swimming programme as part of Active School Months. At the end of the programme each individual who completes “swimforamile” will receive
a free swim hat and a Certificate.
• Swimming Lessons: Both Adult and Childrens’ Lessons are recommencing this May – with all levels 100% fully booked and prepaid for. Swimming lessons take place 7 days a week at Active Ennis Leisure Complex over a period of 7 weeks at a time.
• Easter Camp for Children and Intensive Swim Lessons were offered at Active Ennis Leisure Complex during the Easter break –
both well attended with the intensive swimming lessons being fully booked up in the weeks leading up to Easter.
• Community Games: The St Francis Credit Union Clare Community Games County Swimming Finals took place recently at the
Active Ennis swimming pool. Hundreds of qualifying competitors travelled from all over the county to compete in the county finals.
The winners from each race will now go on to represent County Clare in the All-Ireland Finals which will take place in the University
of Limerick during the final weekend in May.

ACTIVE ENNIS TIM SMYTHE PARK: Relay for Life – The Irish Cancer Society Relay for Life is a 24-hour community celebration
which honours all those who are affected by cancer. Festivities
and celebrations take place recognising cancer survivors and
people who have made a difference in the fight against cancer
during this 24 hour event. To mark the 1st Relay for Life Ennis
2018 the planting of a Cherry Blossom tree took place in Active
Ennis Tim Smythe Park on April 22nd 2019. The Cherry Blossom
means Life, Death and Renewal – a timeless metaphor for human existence – the blooming season is powerful, glorious and
intoxicating, but tragically short-lived. Relay for Life Ennis 2019
will take place in Tim Smythe Park from Saturday 22nd June at
2pm to Sunday 23rd June at 2pm.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
CULTURAL SERVICES
CLARE COUNTY LIBRARY
• Creative Ireland writing classes were ongoing in Kilrush and
Kilkee Libraries during the month.
• A Decade of Centenaries Lecture - “By heavens, Joe, but
there are great men in Ireland still”: Commandant Joseph
Barrett (1888-1971) by Dr Paul O’Brien took place in De Valera
Public Library, Ennis. Dr O’Brien spoke on the newly discovered
Archive of Joe Barrett of Kilrush and Darragh, Ballyea. Barrett
was a member of the IRB and Irish Volunteers and served as a
leader of the Mid Clare Brigade’s Flying Column during the War
of Independence.

Clare Library Service in conjunction with Limerick and Clare
Education and Training Board’s Further Education and Training
Core Skills service, linked with the Home School Community
Liaison Coordinator in the Holy Family Junior School, Ennis to
develop a Share a Story project also as part of the Right to Read
programme.
Running from February to April 2019 parents, teachers,
storyteller Ruth Marshall and library staff met weekly with the
children of 1st class in all-inclusive workshops that included
gathering information on the children’s increased confidence in
reading from week to week.
Six picture books were selected, and were animated and brought
to life by Ruth’s presentation each week with a final celebratory
event at De Valera Library, Ennis where parents and children
were rewarded with certificates from Clare County Library and
Limerick and Clare Education and Training Board (LCETB).
Teachers commented: ‘’It was great to see so many parents
coming into the school. Eight or nine were involved in this
children’s reading project and the children love to see parents
involved.’’ Parents spoke about a build-up of excitement among
their children as the stories came to the end, wondering what
activity was coming up next and how much they looked forward
and were excited about the visits to the library.

History talk in De Valera Library

• Clare County Library participated in the 2019 Dublin One
City One Book Festival, as it celebrated the work of acclaimed
Clare-born author Edna O’Brien. Library book clubs were invited
to read The Country Girls Trilogy and then attend a special book
club event in Scariff Public Library with Dr Tina O’Toole. A book
club group also travelled to Pearse Street Library to attend an
event.

Spring into storytime in Kilrush Library

There were also book clubs, toddler story times, film viewings
and egg hunts during the month of April in all library branches.

Dr Tina O’Toole in Scariff Library

• A talk, Gardening yesterday and today, - as part of the
Clare Garden Festival was held in DeValera Library with Philip
Moreaux in April.
• Spring into Storytime took place in all Clare library branches
in April. The programme delivers a range of story-time events
for very young children and their parents throughout the county
providing an ideal opportunity for families to take time to visit
their local library. Spring into Story-time is part of the Right to
Read Programme identified in the public libraries strategy, to
help develop children’s literacy skills in a creative way.

11

Spring into Storytime in Miltown Library
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
CULTURAL SERVICES

•
A video on the Poulnaborne collection at the Museum
featured on the Museum’s Facebook page receiving over 2,800
views and reaching almost 7,900 people through 41 shares. Several bookings were received for upcoming educational workshops on the Celtic Festival of Bealtaine at the start of May.

CLARE ARTS OFFICE
•
Tulla Stables Studio enjoyed full occupancy with the
arrival of Dr. Martina Cleary whilst the EASI studios welcomed
artists from the Brothers of Charity. The Ground Up Artists Collective, nominated by the Arts Office, were successful in receiving a commission which will see them working with communities in North Clare, Galway and Roscommon over the coming
twelve months to prepare a project for the national Bealtaine
Festival in 2020.
•
The All Ireland Drama Festival took place in Doonbeg,
supported by Creative Ireland funding. The Arts Office issued a
call for proposals for Culture Night and for the Teacher ~Artist
Partnership training with the Clare Education Centre”.
•
An exhibition took place in Scariff whilst two others,
based on plastic pollution took place in Ennis and Kilkee. Artist in school residencies finished in schools in Doonbeg, Shragh,
Clonmoney and the Holy Family, Ennis whilst a new residency
began in Kilmurry National School. An integrated dance workshop took place in glór as part of the Arts and Disability programme. A music project with Ennistymon Mental Health commenced alongside a dance and a visual arts project with the
Brothers of Charity. The annual Riches of Clare concert series
began in Kilfenora.

ARCHIVES
•
Clare County Archives have gone public. April 2019
was the 120th anniversary of the first local elections. To mark
this, Clare County Council had a small ceremony at their meeting this month. Dr John Treacy and Pat Dowling, CE both spoke
and the Archivist showed Council members the election results
from 1899, from a bound volume of original Ennis Advertiser
newspapers. In addition, there is a display at the Aras, showing
the first set of Council Minutes and also an original copy of the
Act which allowed for the Elections. The display will continue
until the May Council Meeting.

Archivist, Ellen Scaife showing
Clare Journal clippings from 1899
to Council members

CLARE MUSEUM

•
Classes from Ruan and Cree National schools visited
the current art exhibition in the Museum lobby and also included a tour of the museum. There were also two visits from Ennis
Language School students. One group of adult learners from
an LCETB course on ‘Reading the Landscape’ in Kilrush came to
learn of Museum resources.
•
All staff members and volunteers from the Museum
availed of Child Protection Training during the month. The process of amending and developing the existing Museum website
was begun during the month, with further progress expected in
the coming month.
•
Progress was made on the development of text panels
for an enhanced exhibition of the items from Poulnabrone as
part of the ongoing education programme in the Museum. A
second activity sheet on ‘My favourite object’ was forwarded
to the printers. Six speakers are now confirmed to provide a
lecture series at the Museum on one night per month from July
to December 2019.
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Elsewhere, Archives have had ongoing requests for in•
formation, along with requests to use the archives. Increasingly
the requests are coming in via email, allowing for a relatively
speedy turnaround of information. Staff have had requests for
all areas of the archive including the Oral History Project.
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy (RSES):
The Planning Department co-ordinated and prepared a submission
on the Draft RSES which was submitted to the Southern Regional
Assembly on March 8th. Following the receipt of 205 submissions
the Southern Regional Assembly issued the “Draft Regional Spatial
& Economic Strategy Director’s Report” in April. At the meeting
of the assembly on 26th April, a briefing was provided to the
Members on the consultation process, the Directors Report and
the Key Issues.
The Planning Department has reviewed same and a submission
has been made to the Southern Regional Assembly on the content
of same. The Planning Authority continues to engage with the
representatives of the Regional Assembly on key issues for Clare.

Shannon Town and Environs Local Area Plan 2012-2018 –
Amendment No. 1:
Proposes to change the zoning of part of the lands at Illaunmanagh,
Shannon, which are currently zoned as OS5 (Open Space) to a
revised land use zoning objective of ‘C18 Community Use’ in
order to facilitate an extension to the existing burial ground at
this location. The proposed amendment is on public display from
Friday, 5th April to Monday 20th May 2019 (inclusive) during which
period submissions may be made to the Planning Authority. Full
details available on www.clarecoco.ie.

Forward Planning
Shannon Town Park:
Work continues on the development of the new Shannon Town
Park by M. Fitzgibbon Contractors. Works to date have involved
site clearance and fill, service ducting, pond formation, footpath
formation, and planting of large trees, whips and shrubs. The
project is on schedule for completion in late July.
Vacant Sites:
In April 2019 consideration has been given to additional sites under
the provisions of the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015
(amended 2018). Lands within the settlements of Shannon, Scarriff
and Sixmilebridge are under consideration at present.

• The Assembly have asked that Members submit (in writing) any
motions they wish to propose by 3rd May and it is intended that
by 8th May, the Director will issue a response to these proposed
amendments.
• The next meeting of the Assembly is scheduled for 10 May
where amendments will be considered. If there is no material
amendments adopted, the draft would go on public display for 4
weeks in June.

Development Management:
•
110 planning applications were received by Clare County
Council during the month of April bringing the total number
received to date for 2019 to 347.
•
27 pre-planning applications were received during the
month of April bringing the total number received to date for 2019
to 101.

As there is no August meeting, the likely date for adoption of the
RSES is September or October 2019.
Shannon Town Centre Strategy:
In April the Shannon town centre Strategy’s Terms of Reference are
being drafted by the Council’s Planning Dept. In May it is proposed
to tender for this work part of which will be done in-house.
South Clare/UL SDZ application:
The SEA/AA screening for the South Clare/UL Strategic Development
Zone (SDZ) was completed in April and the SDZ application to
government will be made in May 2019.
Ennis 2040 Economic and Spatial Strategy:
Consultants GVA Grimley have recently been taken over by Avison
Young and this has resulted in slight delay on drafting the Ennis
2040 Spatial and Economic Strategy. The first draft Strategy is due
in May 2019.

Planning Enforcement:
During April 2019 there were 10 new complaints received and one
Warning Letter was issued.

Conservation, Archaeology and Built Heritage
•
The Planning Authority issued 3 no. Section 57
Declarations to permit works to protected structures.
•
In conjunction with the work of the Conservation Officer
ivy and vegetation was removed from Rossroe Castle, Kilfiddane
and Rath medieval churches to help preserve the ruins. Both
churches are recorded monuments.
•
The ACO gave talks to the Shannon Archaeological Society
and on Kilrush Landscape course.
Continued on next page ------->
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Continued from previous page

LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE CLARE

Historic Towns Initiative - The Terret Lodge Kilrush: The Project
Team is progressing discussions with adjoining landowners in order
to facilitate the transfer of relevant land specific to the project.
The Project Team is also progressing discussions with relevant
community groups and the Rural and Community Development
Officer with a view to formalising a viable business plan for the
Terret Lodge’s future. The Design Team Letter of Acceptance was
issued to Architectural Conservation Professionals (ACP) on the 5th
of April 2019. The eTenders Main Contractor Request for Tenders is
a two stage restricted procedure. Stage 1 documents were issued
on Thursday, 11 April 2019 with a return date of Friday, 3 May 2019.

LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE CLARE
• 5 Years of Local Enterprise Offices: April 2019 marked the fifth
anniversary of the creation of the Local Enterprise Office. Over the
past 5 years, LEO Clare has helped create 739 net jobs, approved
€3.4 million in funding for micro-enterprises and helped to train
more than 4,000 people across the county. Nationally, since 2014
the 31 LEOs have supported the creation of over 18,600 jobs
nationwide, distributed €81.5 million in support funding and
provided training to develop the skills of 144,830 entrepreneurs
and business people.

Heritage and Biodiversity – Cahiracon House: Tender invitations
issued on 18 April for the Provision of Services to undertake a
Feasibility Study of the heritage resource, value and potential of
Cahiracon House, Estate and adjoining maritime landscape. This
funding will assist in a study to fully understand the heritage context
of Cahiracon House & Environs to inform development, add value to
the public amenity, enjoyment and viable heritage based attractions
at the site. This study has been allocated funding from the Heritage
Council to implement Clare County Heritage Plan projects in 2019.

Property Management
Lease of property to Kilkee Sub-Aqua Club: Further to the approval
by Council last year, a lease agreement has now been signed with Liam Conneally, Director of Economic Development, Clare County
the Kilkee Sub-Aqua club for the property near Allender’s Field in Council (centre) and Padraic McElwee, Head of Enterprise, Local
Kilkee.
Enterprise Office Clare pictured with Minister Pat Breen T.D. on

the left (Minister for Trade, Employment, Business, EU Digital

Licence for Beach Huts in Kilkee: A licence agreement has been Single Market and Data Protection), Minister Heather Humphreys
signed with a sea activities business to operate from two of the T.D. (Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation) and Mark
three beach huts in Kilkee for the 2019 season.
Christal of Enterprise Ireland in Russborough House, Wicklow, to

celebrate 5 Years of the Local Enterprise Offices.

Relocation of Allotments in Shannon: The closing date for the
Expressions of Interest which were sought has passed and work
IBYE: A record number of 43 applications were received for the 2019
is progressing on one proposal for the provision of land for the
Ireland’s Best Young Entrepreneur (IBYE) competition. Following a
relocation of the allotments in Shannon.

‘Pitching Masterclass’ Enterprise Day, 16 Entrepreneurs were then
LIT – Ennis Campus: Following approval by the Elected Members shortlisted to participate in an intensive weekend bootcamp in
of the Part VIII application for the properties at Bindon Street to be Ennis with the finalists receiving training including mentoring and
changed from office use to educational use, the tender process is support on their business plans, pitch training as well as getting
the opportunity to connect with other young entrepreneurs from
now underway with a closing date for end of May.
Clare. The final presentations and judging will be held on May 1st.

Evaluation Committee (EVAC): LEO Clare held their second EVAC
meeting of 2019 on 30th April. Eight businesses were approved
grant aid totalling €155,450.
Training Programmes: LEO Clare held nine
seminars and mentoring clinics during the
with over 100 participants. Events included
programme, an Increasing Your Online Sales
Brexit mentoring clinics.
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training courses,
month of April,
the Food Starter
seminar and two
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS
• The Schedule of Municipal District Works (SMDW) was adopted at each Municipal District during March. There will be a significant increase in the level of activity on the Roads Programme
in 2019 due to the funding increases allocated by DTTAS & TII.
Construction work has commenced on the 2019 Roadworks Programme in each area in recent weeks.

PUBLIC LIGHTING

• The Department of Rural and Community Development have
just notified approval of funding of €480,720 under the LIS
2019 Scheme. This grant funding will facilitate works being carried out to 12 prioritised roads projects. All works are required
to be completed and funding drawn down by 13th September
2019.

Road Design Office Projects
being developed in 2019
Project
O Briensbridge Walkway
Protection Structures
L4506 Kilrush Rd-Limerick
Rd Traffic calming
N85 Clareabbey
Roundabout

Update
Completed on site in mid April, the riverside walk which had been closed for
a number of years was reopened, local feedback is very positive
Ongoing liaison/setting out on site – Ennis MD
Design, Drawings, Feasibility Report for traffic calming and pedestrian/cyclist
facilities - ongoing
Report on Section 38 submissions presented to May West Clare MD meeting.

N68 Fahy’s Rd Kilrush
Pedestrian Crossing
The key priorities in relation to public N68 Shaughnessy’s Cross Design ongoing, Feasibility report/ costing to be forwarded to TII
lighting include complete changeover to LED
technology, achievement of the 2020 Carbon
R462 Cratloe Cross
Section 38 approved, Safety File issued to MD. Site liaison will be required
footprint reduction target and replacement
Pedestrian
Crossing
of supporting infrastructure where required.
Section 38 approved, Safety File issued to MD. Site liaison will be required
It was announced in late 2018 that the R458 Newmarket
Bunratty
Castle
Junction
Draft Drawings and preliminary cost estimates prepared. Options include
Road Management Office (RMO) have been
repairing/widening the existing arch bridge, traffic calming, provision of
successful in securing €17.5 million in support
pedestrian crossing and new footpath connection to the main Shannon
from the Climate Action Fund for the LA Public
Heritage carpark on Low Road. Road Design Office staff met with Shannon
Lighting Energy Efficiency Project nationally.
Heritage and their Consultants.
This will form part of the funding necessary
for the delivery of the project. ARUP were EuroVelo 1
Evaluation Report for Sport Ireland /ECF complete, some of the 3 sections
appointed in February and are currently
reassessed. Design of signage scheme has commenced and will be followed
working on the contract documents for Region
by cost estimates. Liaising with Wexford CoCo regarding signed route.
1. Clare has confirmed its participation and Knockanean NS
Road Improvement scheme – design drawing and land maps prepared and
has signed up to be included in Region 1 of
issued to Ennis MD. Cost estimate prepared.
the Local Authority Public Lighting Energy TII HD 17 Sites
 N67 Drainage works notified to MD Engineer are complete. N67
Efficiency Project.
Public Lighting upgrade costs have been forwarded to TII Engineer
for review.
For the benefit of Councillors, the following are

Site visits ongoing on N67, N68, N85. N67 proposals have been
the options available to facilitate reporting of
forwarded to TII Engineer.
public lighting faults:
N85 Shanaway Rd
Manual traffic turning count is complete. Design, Drawings, Feasibility Report
for Junction improvement to be completed in Q4 2019
• Internet: Direct reporting on airtricitysolutions. Junction, Ennis
Work for Housing Section
 Drehidnagower Road proposed roundabout – Liaison with
com
• Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions Call
Developer/Housing
Centre@ 1850 372 772
 Ashline – comments given
• Local Authority Identification – via clarecoco.
 Miltown Road, Kilkee
ie / 0656821616.
Work for General Design Shannon Allotments proposed road access
Development: Planning Ongoing reports/meetings/correspondence
Speed Limit Review
Apps
Pre-Planning
•Ballyallia Redevelopment •Athlunkard Centre •Allotments, Shannon
•Graveyard, Shannon •Cappahard Lane, Ennis • The Square, Sixmilebridge
•
The signage scheduling has been
Limerick Shannon
Data issued by RDO to Consultants Jacobs Systra
completed.
•
The installation and infrastructure will Metropolitan Area
be implemented by the end of May 2019.
Transport Strategy
•
The Commencement date for the new Liaison on University of Liaison complete with Regional Road Safety Engineer
speed limits is the 1st June 2019.
Limerick access from the
Clare road network

15

15

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Clare Noise Action Plan 2018

Priorities and matrix assessment/ further
monitoring
Ongoing

Update of the Road Schedule
Review of Traffic signals at R463 Westbury Junction
R352/Corrovorrin Junction
Doonbeg Traffic Calming
Car park at Lemanagh Castle
R469 Keevagh
L4176 Ballybeg Road, Ennis

Review of junction options

Survey, design of realignment and provision of
footpaths.

Pedestrian Crossing on R458 near St Flannans College
N67 Killimer Church Review of Traffic Calming
PROJECTS ON WORK PROGRAMME
Safety Improvement Schemes 2019
• L4010/ L8022 Y junction on a bend L4010
south of Flagmount – survey and design complete.
• R462 Sixmilebridge
• R478 St Brigids Well – survey complete.
• L4506 Kilrush rd to Limerick Rd Traffic calming – Construction on going
• R469Ballymacahill Cross Pedestrian crossing
• R458 Carmody St/Drumbiggle Rd, Ennis
• R474 Kilmaley
Road Safety Remedial Measure 2019
• N67 Hospital Cross Ennistimon to Lehinch
• N68 Beneden
• N67 Bend at Lisdeen

Bridge Rehabilitation
AA Screening by Doherty Env. ongoing
• Latoon Bridge Piers – Some Services diversions have been carried out and Eir is likely to
be completed during May. Pier repairs to be
carried out during summer months.
• Inghid Bridge Completed
• Quin Bridge Completed – Resurfacing of
Bridge deck to be carried out
• Ballycorrick Bridge - On site
• Pollagh Bridge
• Annagh Bridge - Contractor on site 2nd week
of May
• Doorus West Bridge - At appointment stage
• Kelly’s Pass Bridge
• Aghy Bridge - Contractor onsite May Week 2
• Caherbarnagh Bridge - At appointment stage
• Cloonanaha South Bridge

•
Goleensallagh Bridge
• Breaghva Bridge
• New Bridge - At tender stage
• Mountievers Bridge
• Sixmilebridge Bridge
• Aughaglanna Bridge
• Barony Bridge
• Ballyvohan Bridge
• Barrly-Thomous Bridge - Contractor appointed - due on site 2nd week of May
• Stonepark Bridge - Preliminary Design Report received
• Bunratty Bridge (Low Road) – Structural assessment required – work in association with
Proposed Upgrade of Bunratty Folkpark and
approaches.
• Bridges notified to RDO by MD Engineers -

General Design Office – Projects being developed in 2019
•
•
•
•

Ennistimon Innovation Centre & Office
Ennis Digital Hub
Cliffs of Moher Footpath Upgrade and Extension to Carpark
Quin Road Campus – Civil Defence Headquarters

Capital Delivery/Project Management Office (PMO)
The updated status of the main projects being worked on in the past
month is as follows:
• CFRAMs: The Tender documents have now been prepared for the
appointment of Consultants to progress the Kilkee Flood Relief Scheme.
Following the Tender exercise, it is expected to have Consultants in place
in June 2019. We continue to work on a cross directorate basis with
our colleagues in Roads and the Environment Section in relation to the
review of the Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments and the Flood Risk
Management Plans. We are involved with Local Authorities that border
the River Shannon and other key stakeholders in terms of what could
be done on a collaborative basis in the River Shannon to reduce flood
risk arising. This work will assist in identifying further benefits for the
Catchment.
• Doolin Pier Visitor Services Building: Given the flood and storm
risks pertaining, works to test and assess the most appropriate location
for the proposed building is being finalised. The Project Team met
again last week to progress the issues. Meetings continue with affected
stakeholders and landowners to ensure the optimum success of this
project for all.
• Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – In early April, Minister Kevin Boxer
Moran officiated at the Sod Turning of this key project. Works continue at
pace by the Contractor, Ward & Burke.In parallel, we continue to engage
with affected Landowners as required to ensure minimum disruption.
The next Project Steering Group meeting is scheduled for 20 May.

•
•

Killaloe Bypass-Shannon Crossing - Land Registry Compliant
Maps. 20% completed.
Demolition of Brookville House, Gort Road Ennis

• Ennistymon Inner Relief Road & Bridge Crossing (Blakes Corner) –
The Project Steering group comprising of CCC, TII, the Midwest Regional
Design Office (MWRDO) and Consultants (Roughan O’Donovan) met
earlier this week. The TII technical checks are being completed and
the business case is being finalised taking the updated total scheme
costs into consideration. A meeting with TII reps is scheduled for next
Thursday after which the final packet of information regarding the CPO
will be considered by them. Following their review of same, we would
expect to be given approval to publish the CPO in mid June. In parallel,
works are ongoing in identifying all landowners within the scheme
boundary along with further detail design in relation to hard landscaping
and other requirements of the works.
• Killaloe Bridge and By-Pass – The Steering Group met yesterday and
agreed the critical path items now urgently needed to be progressed.
These include further survey work including archaeological digs. Our
Consultants RPS, are continuing with the various technical assessments
and modelling as required. Land acquisition agreements are being
progressed in parallel.
•
Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – Following our
submission of the Project Appraisal documents (Project Brief, Business
Case, Cost Benefit Analysis and Traffic Modelling Report) in early March
to DTTaS, they are now being considered and reviewed by various
sections of the Department along with the TII. We have requested a
meeting with them at the earliest juncture to discuss the outcome and
agree how best to progress to the next stage of the Project delivery. The
Project Steering Group is scheduled again to meet on May 23rd.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

Capital Delivery/Project Management Office (PMO)

•
LIHAF - Members will be aware that LIHAF involves
a partnership approach whereby the Council will provide the
infrastructure and services to facilitate lands for much needed housing
development. We have appointed RPS Consulting Engineers to design a
link road between the N85 Roundabout at Claureen and the Lees Road/
Drumcliff Road Intersection. This Road once built, will facilitate the
proposed construction of a large number of houses on lands serviced
by same. Following the design of the road, we will be in a position to
further discuss the impacts/benefits of same with affected landowners
in the area.
•
N19 Shannon Airport Access Road – The Tender competition
to appoint Consultants for this project is currently live. Tenders are due
to return by May 21st. Following assessment and evaluation of tenders
received, we would expect to be in a position to appoint the successful
Consultant for these works in early June.
•
N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme – Following the
completion of ground investigation works, the quantity and quality of
material to be excavated became known. Given the large surplus of
suitable material that would arise if the earlier design was constructed,
a review of the design/scope of the scheme has taken place. This
has resulted in the proposed scheme, if approved by TII, having the
potential to be extended by 1500m approx to a proposed length of
4.5 km. An alternative design is currently being worked on. Given the

funding for the earlier Consultants Brief has now been exhausted, it will
be necessary to appoint Consultants with a revised commission for the
next phase of the works.
•
Shannon Town and Environs Flood Relief Scheme – This
project incorporates the Shannon Town Flood Scheme as defined
under CFRAMs along with the Shannon Estuary Embankments project
previously advised. Tender Documents have now been prepared to
appoint a Consultant to progress the scheme. In the scoping exercise
for the project, a number of additional issues have arisen which require
further assessment. These are mainly relating to pumping requirements
and CFRAMS Modelling. We will be advertising for the appointment of
consultants in the coming weeks and awarding the contract in early July.
•
UL Pedestrian & Cyclist Access – We are progressing a design
and shortly to commence works in conjunction with the University of
Limerick to enhance pedestrian safety and minimise potential for traffic
conflict adjacent to the Clare Campus. This will involve the treatment
of invasive species and the upgrade of the existing toe path from the
Gillogue Road to the UL Clare Campus along by the Errinagh Canal. It is
proposed that this work will be completed over the coming weeks.
•
West Clare Railway Greenway - Funding will be sought from
all suitable schemes so that we can advance the design and delivery of
this proposal. We will of course consult widely with landowners and
their representative groupings. It may be possible to deliver smaller
sections where owners are favourably disposed to such works being
carried out as a pilot phase.

STORM DAMAGE
The up to date position in relation to each of the areas where we have been progressing flood relief schemes is as follows:

PROJECT

CURRENT SITUATION

Cloughaninchy

Clare County Council has not been successful in acquiring the lands to construct the scheme to date. In
a number of cases it is unlikely that the lands can be acquired by agreement.

Liscannor Bay

Clare County Council and our Consultants RPS, are meeting the Office of Public Works (Coastal Section)
on May 17th next to discuss the Coastal Flood and Erosion Risk Management Study for Liscannor Bay.
The meeting will inform the progression of the various elements of this scheme.

Lahinch South

The works are continuing on site. As advised previously, if necessary the works can be suspended for the
summer bathing season and recommence in the Autumn. However, for now the scheme continues on
programme and within budget.

Whitestrand
Miltown Malbay

Clare County Council is awaiting a response from the OPW to an application for a coastal protection
scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal erosion protection scheme.

Kilbaha

The Coastal Flood and Erosion Risk Management Study completed and submitted to the OPW by Clare
County Council is being assessed at present and a report is awaited.

Quilty

The scheme will be discussed at an upcoming meeting with the OPW on May 17th next.

Spanish Point

The Office of Public Works has assessed the application for funding for this scheme and has asked
Clare County Council to substantiate the estimated numbers of visitors to the area contained in the
application. They have also sought clarification regarding the proposed soil nailing. The scheme will be
discussed at an upcoming meeting with the OPW on May 17th next.

Quin

The Project Brief has been finalised by the PMO and we will be going to tender for in the coming week.

Flood Relief Schemes

of same, it is hoped that we will be in a position to progress
these much needed works.

• Springfield, Clonlara: A series of meetings has taken
place with all parties on this scheme to deal with the issues
pertaining. Technical difficulties with the modelling of the
Shannon River catchment have been addressed. The final
report is still programmed for completion in early June.

• Murtyclough: An Application for funding has been submitted
to the Office of Public Works. Following their consideration of
same, we would be hopeful of a positive outcome.
• Thomond Villas: An application for funding to the Office of
Public Works to go to detailed design and planning has been
submitted.
•
Minor Works Schemes: We continue to engage with
the relevant personnel in the OPW in regard to the various
application schemes submitted and decisions on same are
awaited.

The up to date position in relation to each of the areas
where Clare County Council has been progressing flood relief
schemes is as follows:

• Miltown Malbay: Consultants have finalised the clarifications
sought by the Office of Public Works. Following consideration

17

17

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
•
Property Registration Authority Ireland –
WATER SERVICES
gone to the PRAI to be subdivided.
Water Conservation
Proposed decision on future tariffs for non-domestic water
users: The Commission for the Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has
launched a final consultation on its proposed decision on future
tariffs for non-domestic water users. The purpose of the proposal
is to rationalise the many different charging regimes currently
employed by the local authority sector. Additional information
on the proposed decision is available on the CRU’s website www.
cru.ie and on Irish Water’s website www.water.ie.
Annual Service Plan and Headcount 2019: The Water Services
Department of Clare Co Council continues to deliver the water
services function as per the Service Level Agreement with Irish
Water. The monthly KPI’s continue to be monitored by all of the
water services teams to achieve required targets. A review of the
budgeted versus actual expenditure for the first quarter of 2019
are within 2%.
Non Domestic Metering: Reactive maintenance and new meter
installation works have been ongoing throughout the county.
Issues with non domestic meters are encountering difficulties in
their resolution due to GDPR concerns which is being addressed
by Irish Water.
The Operations team continued water conservation
activity throughout the county reacting to various increases in
demand mainly in Shannon, Ennis and West Clare.
•
In April The Find and Fix team operated in the Gort Road,
Drumbiggle, Ballybeg Reservoir and Clarecastle Bridge District
Metering Areas in the Ennis Water Supply Zone. Leak detection
was also carried out in Killaloe and Newmarket-on-Fergus.
Shareridge carried out night surveys on Lahinch and Cahershirkin
(near Ennistymon) District Metering Areas.
•
Considerable works were carried out within the Shannon
Industrial area in order to establish flow paths and detect leaks.
Repairs carried out to date in the Ennis area has resulted in a very
significant positive impact on the Drumcliff Reservoir. Daily flows
from the reservoir are now 1000m3 less since the beginning of
the year. This equates to an approximate saving of 9% of total
water usage for the Ennis area.
•

Asset Transfer Project:
• 375 water & waste water assets, in Co Clare, have been
identified to date. Of these 50 are Non Operational/Non
Transfer to Irish Water and a further 163 have been completed
and transferred to Irish Water. This leaves a list of 162 assets to
be dealt with and eventually transferred to Irish Water which is
broken down as follows:
• Pending: 37 assets are being discussed to be brought forward
for transfer to Irish Water in the coming months – these consist
of straight transfers and also some assets having to be subdivided
by map/plan once an agreement has been reached on the size of
the plot containing the asset to be transferred and right of ways
etc.
• National Special Projects Office (NSPO): This is a department
within Irish Water dealing with special projects including
Facilitating the Asset Transfers from Local Authorities - 1 asset is
with the NSPO for investigation to ascertain if it can be considered
an underground asset and can therefore be transferred by S.I. 13
of 2015.
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1 asset has

•
3rd Party/Unregistered assets - The remaining 123
assets identified to be transferred to IW are on 3rd Party
Registered lands (101) or Unregistered Lands (22). Background
work continues on these assets.
Irish Water is expecting guidelines from the Department in the
near future regarding first registration of unregistered assets to
enable transfer of same.

CAPITAL PROJECTS
IW’s & (CCC’s) Capital Section is broken down into the following
sub-sections;
• Infrastructure Programmes: (major infrastructure projects)
• Capital Programmes: (minor projects)
• Network Programmes: (mains replacements / find and fix)
Irish Water refers to the different phases of a project as Gates.
• Gate 1. Concept Design and data gathering.
• Gate 2. Environmental Studies Detailed design and planning.
• Gate 3. Construction stage and handover
• Gate 4. Contract closeout
Infrastructure Programmes (Capital Projects) - Clare Capital
Investment Plan (CIP) 2014–2016 Projects:
(continuing from 2016)
Kilfenora Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: Currently at
planning stage – Clare County Council (as Planning Authority) are
currently assessing the planning application. Further information
has been requested which is being submitted in the next fortnight.
Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end
of 2019.
Quin Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: This contract
has been awarded under IW ECI (Early Contractor Involvement)
framework and is to commence construction in the near future.
Clonroadmore Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: As part
of the Ennis Main Drainage Plan Ennis North’s Waste Water
Treatment Plant, Clonroadmore More WwTP, received an
upgrade and this was completed in November 2017. Irish Water
have confirmed that new blower units will be installed as part
of an energy efficiency programme which will help with further
noise reduction. In addition some upgrading works are also now
scheduled for the old clarifier. The inlet screens at both the
Francis St. and Tulla Rd. pumping stations are also under review.
Clare Capital Investment Plan 2017–2021 Projects
Lahinch Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: Gate 1: Concept
design report at draft stage. Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed
design and environmental evaluation and thereafter advancing to
planning stage in 2020. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction
stage before the end of 2021.
Ennistymon Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: Gate 1:
Concept design report at draft stage. Progressing to Gate 2 detailed design and environmental evaluation and thereafter
advancing to planning stage in 2020. Expectation to go to Gate
3 – construction stage before the end of 2021.
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Clare Capital Investment Plan 2017–2021 Projects
Newmarket on Fergus Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: Gate 1:
Concept design report at draft stage. Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed
design and environmental evaluation and thereafter advancing to
planning stage in 2020. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction
stage before the end of 2021.
Shannon (2no projects):
a) Interim upgrade of the Waste Water Treatment Plant. Project at
Gate 2, tender stage. Construction expected to commence in the
Summer 2019.
b) Gate 1 studies, for the agglomeration, have commenced. Progressing
to Gate 2 - detailed design & planning thereafter. Expectation to go to
Gate 3 – construction stage – not determined at this stage.

The following are other national projects with which Clare are involved
in (at various stages): The Clareabbey WWTP inlet works project has
been granted planning and has moved onto detailed design stage.
National Certificate of Authorisation (NCAP): This Programme will
review all EPA Certified Wastewater plants with a P.E. of less than 500
and their impact on receiving waters. Ballycannon and Kilmihil WWTP’s
in Co. Clare have been included in the first round of assessments. RPS
has prepared Site Option Reports for both plants which are currently
under review.
Network Programmes Mains Replacement Works
Bealaha Watermains Rehab works are substantially
1.
complete. The watermain is laid and the and the entire section of
1.6km of national secondary road has also been resurfaced.

Clare Untreated Agglomerations Study (UTAS) Projects (Project period 2017-2021)
RPS is the appointed Consulting Engineer. A Design Inception Report
has been submitted and accepted by IW. The projects under UTAS
have progressed through pre-planning stage and detailed design.
Public information sessions were held in Clarecastle, Kilrush and Kilkee
during May 2018, and Ballyvaughan and Liscannor were completed
in September and October respectively. Planning applications are
commencing with Kilrush expected to be lodged by IW in Q2 2019.
Kilrush Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: Gate 2 – detailed
design near completion. Planning to be submitted in 2019. Landowner/
wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing. Expectation to go to
Gate 3 – construction stage before the end of 2020 and completed by
end 2021.
Clarecastle Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: Under Irish Waters
UTAS project it is expected that in 2019 the waste water collected
at Quay Rd pumping station will be diverted via a new waste water
pipeline to Clareabby WwTP. It does not appear to be feasible to lay
the proposed rising main to Clareabbey WWTP in conjunction with the
flood relief scheme works. Gate 2 – detailed design near completion.
Site Investigation works have commenced which will better inform
exact route selection. Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process
ongoing. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the
end of 2019 and completed by end 2019 / early 2020.

Mullagh -Miltown Malbay Watermains Rehab . The site
2.
investigation works will commence in the next 2 weeks
Shareridge, working on behalf of Irish Water, have provided the
following programme ;
Doonbeg Watermains Rehabilitation: This contract is
1.
currently on hold by Irish Water due to technical and cost issues
associated with the road reinstatement.
Ennistymon Main Street Watermains Rehabilitation is
2.
progressing well and will be completed in the coming weeks.

Liscannor Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: Gate 2 – detailed
design near completion. Planning submission expected in Q2 2019.
Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing. Expectation
to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end of 2020 and
completed by end 2021.
Ballyvaughan Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: Gate 2
– detailed design near completion. Public consultation held and
planning submission expected in Q2 2019. Landowner/wayleave/
CPO engagement process ongoing. Expectation to go to Gate 3 –
construction stage before the end of 2020 and completed by end 2021.

3.
Dereen to St Brigid’s Well Watermains rehabilitation is
complete

Kilkee Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: Environmental Impact
Assessment Report required – will take approx 10months to complete
which will be quarter 4 of 2019. Gate 2 – detailed design cannot
be completed until outcome of EIA is known. Planning submission
– programmed for Q4 2019/Q1 2020.
Landowner/wayleave/
CPO engagement process ongoing. Expectation to go to Gate 3 –
construction stage before the end of 2020 and completed by end 2021.

Capital Programmes: (minor Capital Works)
Inlet Works Project: This is a national project reviewing and ultimately
upgrading various inlet receiving structures including storm tanks and
sludge handling In Clare the following are within this project;
•
Inagh WwTP
•
Clareabbey WwTP
•
Miltown Malbay WwTP

4.
5.
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Clonlara Main Street 300m is complete.
Cahercalla road Ennis was also completed.
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Rural Water Programme

Sludge Satellites:
Clareabbey WWTP has been assessed as a potential satellite
dewatering centre for the purpose of treating imported sludge
from surrounding WWTP’s. Jacobs Tobin has issued their report
which is currently under consideration by Irish Water.

•
Further to the submission of bids the Rural Water
Programme are awaiting the publication of the 2019-2021
Department of Housing, Planning and the Environment Rural
Water Programme in order to progress capital works for 2019.

Water & Waste Water Operations

•
Schemes throughout the county are being encouraged
to submit Subsidy Applications for operating costs incurred
in 2018 for the provision and supply of water to their scheme
members. Applications received to date continue to be assessed,
with payments being processed by the Rural Water Programme
throughout April.

The following statistics provide an indication of the level of activity
/ work being carried out by the water and waste water teams
throughout the county from 22nd March 2019 to 26th April 2019.
The figures do not however reflect the time invested by the teams
which is required to resolve each complaint /issue.
•

36 Customer Complaints were dealt with to-date

•

1 Emergency Work Order during the timeframe

•
435 Reactive Maintenance Work Orders were dealt with
and closed out
•
1 Customer Asset Flooding Work Order was attended to
and closed out
•
224 Service Requests (SR’s) were raised for Field Requests
and Follow On Work Orders for Reactive Maintenance work
•
54 Outage Notices were placed on the IW portal during
the period
Outages: There was a failure in the diffuser system in Aeration
Tank No 2 in Ennis North WWTP. This resulted in a shut down of
the aeration tank which then had to be completely emptied and
cleaned to facilitate the repairs to the system. The enabling works
and repairs took a week to complete and were carried out without
disruption to the service. Significant environmental monitoring
was carried out during and after the works to ensure there was no
adverse effects on the receiving waters.

•
Drumline GWS, Newmarket and the Fox and Geese GWS,
O’Callaghans Mills were taken in charge by Irish Water in April
following the submission of their application to Irish Water. 4no
schemes are currently with Irish Water for consideration whilst The
Rural Water Programme is also actively engaged with a number of
other schemes in terms of progressing a taking in charge application
for the schemes to Irish Water.
•
The Rural Water Team continue to work with schemes to
ensure their members have a robust and sustainable quality and
quantity supply of water available to them.
Non Service Level Agreement Works: We are carrying out
emergency works to the old Ennis Water Treatment Plant at
Gortaganniv , Kilmaley. The works mainly involve the stabilisation
of the dam which impounds the reservoir which supplied water
to Ennis . A bypass valve and pipework were recently successfully
installed to allow the level of the impounded lake to be kept to an
acceptable level.
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ENNIS MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Ennis MD supporting communities and events:
Ennis Municipal District continues to actively support
communities and events either through it’s funding from the
General Municipal Allocation and/or support. Two such events
took place in April: Ennis Tidy Towns Information Evening and
Consairtín 2019. It is also worth noting that in their presentation
Ennis Tidy Towns highlighted the important role pollinators
have on the environment.
A continuing collaboration with Banner Bees and Ennis
Municipal District has resulted in a very busy and active Apiary
at the old Doora Landfill site.

Events funding. The national concertina convention, took place
in various venues in Ennis over the weekend of 25-28th of
April. The highlight of the event was a candlelight recital at the
Rowan Tree Café on Saturday 28th. The music was provided
by Bernadette McCarthy, Francis Cunningham and Conor
O’Loughlin. The weekend was packed full of workshops, master
classes and lectures, including ‘The concertina in traditional
south African music, history, styles and rhythms’.
Clare Garden Festival 2019:
On the last Sunday in April the Ennis Showgrounds hosted
over 70 Gardening and Food stalls from all over Ireland at the
8th Clare Garden Festival. The festival also provided a great
series of Garden Expert talks from an accessible stage and has
much to offer and discover for young and older gardeners from
demonstrations to show gardens.
Tenders:
The existing natural stone footpath on Abbey Street had been
subject to pedestrian ware and in need of surface treatment to
restore it to its original finish. A tender has now been completed
Eamon
for shot blasting the footpath to improvePhoto
under
footWard
traction.
Kilrush Road/Carmody Street Junction Traffic Lights:
Work continued on the upgrade
of the traffic lights and the
installation of pedestrian crossing
points with integrated dished
kerbing and tactile paving. The
appointed Contractors have now
completed the paving, kerbing,
drainage, tactile paving and
installation of ducting and traffic
poles. The remaining work which
will be completed in the next
couple of weeks will involve the
full removal of the existing traffic
light heads and replacement with new heads and the final piece
of work will involve installation of traffic loops in the existing
carriageway.

Ennis Tidy Towns:
In April Ennis Tidy Towns hosted the 2019 Tidy Towns Information
Evening which took place in the Civic Room on the Drumbiggle
Campus, Ennis. The night was an opportunity for Tidy Towns
Groups from around the county to network on the night.
Cormac Mc Carthy from Ennis Tidy Towns gave a presentation
on the work of Ennis Tidy Towns with emphasis on the role of
pollinators and how we all can assist them in their invaluable
work for us. He also gave praise and thanks to the Staff of Ennis
MD for the close working relationship that has built up in recent
years. He outlined the mutual benefits of strong partnerships
between Tidy Towns and Clare County Council.
Lorraine Power, National Tidy Towns Adjudicator provided
invaluable information on how best to prepare a Tidy Towns
application identifying pitfalls and opportunities.
Consairtín 2019:
Consairtín was grant aided by Ennis MD unders its Festival &

St. Flannan’s to Kilrush Road Low Cost Safety Scheme:
Work is continuing on the
Flannans to Kilrush Road Low
Cost Safety Scheme which with
regard to Civil Works is now 75%
complete. The scheme involves
cycle lanes along the full route,
reduced carriageway width and
a pedestrian crossing as well
as improved bus parking at St.
Flannan’s College. Remaining
work will require the removal of
the existing road lining, installation of new lining, flexi bollards,
zebra crossing and signage. It is expected the job will be fully
complete in the next 6-8 weeks.
Response to Storm Hannah:
The MD Outdoor staff responded to the aftermath of Storm
Hannah from the Saturday morning, removing trees, branches
and other debris from the roadways ensuring they were
passable for motorists. Tree numbers down in the Town area
were minimal thankfully and were easily dealt with by the
outdoor staff.
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ENVIRONMENT
Capital Projects – Lahinch Visitor Toilet Upgrade Project: Works on
the new extended public toilets in Lahinch are well advanced with
internal fit out almost complete, external painting has started and
final groundworks including paving are progressing also. The project is
expected to be completed in May 2019. This will be a significant capital
investment in Lahinch and enhance the blue flag beach and surfing
activities.
Lahinch Public Toilet Upgrade Project

Workshops on controlling non-native invasive plant species: There
was strong support from Clare County Council at the Clare Garden
Festival this month. The Clare Garden Festival received a Clare
County Council Waste Prevention Grant in 2019 to assist with the development of their Green Festival Programme. Clare County Council
also had an Environmental Education and Aware¬ness Stall at this
event promoting my waste.ie, Ennis tidy Towns recycling leaflet, waste
including food waste prevention, greener gardening, greener cleaning,
home composting and Japanese Knotweed. This stall was supported
by the EPA Stop Food Waste and Mike Holden was present with a
wormery which attracted a lot of attention to the stall.

RMCEI – Recommended Minimum Criteria
for Environmental Inspections
Waste enforcement, laboratory and technical support, water and
scientific services continue to carry out the many inspections outlined
in the RMCEI plan for 2019 as well as responding to complaints
received. Progress will be tracked throughout the year by each team to
ensure they are on target.

Environmental Awareness
Dog Owner Responsibility Campaign: A hard hitting visual awareness
campaign was launched in April by the Environment Section. As part of
the campaign a graphic depiction (infographic) of the impacts of dog
fouling was shown. This infographic was developed by Clare County
Councils graphic design team with input from the Environment Section
and Communications Officer. The messaging highlighted both health
implications from dog fouling but also the importance of dog owner
responsibility.
To date the social media campaign has received 22,000+ views
on Clare County Council Facebook page with 2,341 engagements
(including shares; likes, comments). This campaign has been very much
supported by Tidy Towns groups across the county and many have
shared Clare County Councils social media post to highlight dog owner
responsibility in their community. This infographic has also been used
as a newspaper advert and to date has been printed on the Clare Echo
(15,000 circulation) and County Express (20,000 circulation).

National Spring Clean: 206 groups across Clare registered for this
year’s An Tasice National Spring Clean. The Environment Section of
Clare County Council is assisting community groups and schools who
register for the Spring Clean campaign by providing them with a free
pass to Waste Transfer Stations at Scariff and Lisdeen and the Central
Waste Management Facility in Inagh. Clare County Council further
supported local clean groups during the month of April through the
provision of a Greener Clare pack which include gloves, bags and hi-vis
vests. These were made available at all MD offices. Litter pickers will
also be available for loan from the Municipal District Offices.
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Laboratory & Technical Support

ange colouring.

River Monitoring Program 2019: Clare County Council is required
to collect 295 river water samples in 2019. The calendar for sampling was agreed with the EPA in December last with the sampling
spread evenly over the 12 months. To date 4 sampling runs have
been completed with samples forwarded to the EPA.

Doora Landfill: The Environment Section in conjunction with Ennis
MD has been involved in the licencing of a Bee Apiary on the site
over the last two years. This is a community initiative with Banner
Bee Keepers where they can train, develop & mentor people wishing to take up the craft of bee keeping.

Irish Water Service Level Agreement: Clare County Council is required to sample and analyse all public water supplies. The level of
monitoring required is agreed with Irish Water and is based on the
population served. The monitoring is spread evenly throughout
the year and a number of monitoring runs have been completed.
The analysis results are then forwarded to IW.

General - Civic Amenity Sites: All sites have reported increased
volumes coming in over the Easter Period with large volumes of
Timber in particular been brought to the centres.

Limerick Clare Energy Agency

Under the IW SLA Clare County Council monitors all discharges
from public wastewater treatment plants. The analysis results are
also forwarded to IW on a monthly basis.

Energy Management System: The statutory energy reporting cycle
has begun, under SI426. Electricity and Gas data has been completed & returned. Thermal, transport & renewable energy is currently being compiled and analysed and will be submitted shortly.

Group Water Schemes and Small Private Supplies: Clare County
Council is the Competent Authority for regulating private water
supplies and undertakes in excess of 270 samples from these supplies each year. The sampling and analysis will be ongoing throughout 2019.

Energy Costs: There has been an approximate 10% decrease in energy costs in the past 2 months of 2019 compared to the same
period in 2018. The decrease in energy costs is attributable to decreasing electricity use for buildings.

Water and Scientific Services

Energy Consumption: While the energy cost decrease is approximately 10%, actual energy use has reduced by 8% overall.

Waste Enforcement

Water Pollution Complaints: The scientific team have investigated
23 pollution complaints to date in 2019.
National Inspection Programme of Domestic Wastewater Treatment Systems (Septic Tanks): In Clare we are required to undertake 39 inspections of domestic wastewater treatment systems per
year. New inspections have commenced for 2019 with 12 completed to date. Re inspections of open Advisory Notices are ongoing
with a number of files closed since the beginning of the year due to
satisfactory completion of works.
Section 4 Licenced Premises: 2 audits have been carried out at licenced premises in the County.

• The enforcement team continues to manage environmental

complaints with 582 reports having been investigated and closed
out since the start of the year. Illegal dumping and fly tipping remain the persistent offenders for the month of April.
• The closing date for submissions on the Draft Litter Management
Plan was Thursday, 25th April. A number of submissions were received and discussed at the SPC Meeting, these will be considered
over the coming days. It is hoped to have the Litter Management
Plan brought before the Elected Members at the May meeting.

Planning Department referrals: Planning permission referrals are
assessed by this section and scientific reports are provided to the
planning section for wastewater treatment systems. 36 reports so
far have been submitted to the planning section and 15 forestry
felling permission reports for this year to date.
Farm Inspections under the Good Agriculture Practice (GAP) Regulations 2017: Clare County Council carries out inspections for the
following reasons;
•
to ensure compliance with the GAP Regulations,
following notifications from the DAFM,
•
pollution investigations,
•
complaint investigations.
•
The programme for farm inspections 2019 is commencing in May.
River Basin Management Plan 2018-2021: Staff have been carrying
out investigative assessments in the Ballycullinan lake catchment.

Waste Management
Bring Banks: Repak have granted approval to provide Clare Co Co
with 15 no. new bring banks to be used at a number of coastal
seasonal sites over the summer months.
The new textile bank contract is now in operation at various sites
throughout the County and are easily recognisable with bright or-
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Waste Enforcement (continued)

• A number of unauthorised sites have been identified by the team
as part of ongoing patrolling and monitoring works. Directions under Waste Management & Litter Pollution Acts have been served
on individuals\ companies to address the issues arising.
• An application to the DCCAE for this year’s anti-dumping initiative is currently being prepared and will be submitted in early May.
A number of problem sites and projects have been identified for
inclusion in the initiative. If our application is successful work will
progress over the summer months.
• Inspections of permitted sites & facilities, in respect of the 2019
RMCEI plan, remain ongoing for the month. Joint inspections with
personnel from the Southern Region WERLA are planned for the
coming month to facilities under the Producer Responsibility Initiative being targeted. Applications for two new sites were received
during the month with a new facility permit also being granted during the month.
• A significant number of household waste surveys are underway
at locations with a history of dumping and fly tipping. Non compliance in these areas will be dealt with under the newly adopted
Waste Management Bye-laws. A planned awareness campaign in
relation to these bye-laws is being prepared by the Southern Waste
Region office.
• Issue of fines to individuals under the Litter Pollution Act 1997
remains ongoing with 8 fines issued for the month April. An awareness campaign in relation to dog fouling was mobilised by the Environment Section in April and has attracted considerable attention
on social media. A campaign in relation to illegal dumping and back

yard burning was also published by the Section.

Gardening
• Gardening staff continued to maintain spring bedding plants and

hanging baskets at various locations in and around Ennis. Juvenile
summer bedding plants currently being propagated at the Gardening Depot were subject to ongoing maintenance and care. Towards
the end of April, gardening staff commenced the removal of certain
spring bedding plants that were no longer in flower and will be
replanted with appropriate summer bedding species in early May.

• National Tree Week was launched on Monday 31st March ’19
and ran for the first week of April. During this week, a total of 40
local and community groups based within the county availed of
200 free trees that were provided by the Tree Council of Ireland.
Registered groups collected these trees from the Gardening Depot on the Gort Road, Ennis, where staff from Gardening assisted
the groups and provided best practise advice on how best to plant,
stake, water and maintain the trees. The trees provided to groups
were all native species chosen on the basis of suitability and to
encourage and promote local biodiversity at a range of public locations around the county.

Water Safety

• Last month Irish Water Safety changed its name to Water Safety
Ireland, to avoid confusion with Irish Water.
• With the summer lifeguard season fast approaching, 42 lifeguards were pool tested on Good Friday, in Ennis Leisure Complex
and subsequently attended for interview at the Council office over
a number of days. They were examined by 8 volunteer examiners
from Water Safety Ireland.
• Clare Co Co employ 32 full time lifeguards on our 9 Blue Flag
beaches and 2 Green Coast beaches. The lifeguards start work on
June 1st for the weekends in June, and start full time work on 29th
June. Lifeguards provide safety cover 7 days per week until September 1st. They will work also at weekends in September until
Sunday 15th September.
• If there is a period of sustained fine weather in June, we will look
to arrange additional lifeguard cover on the bigger beaches, to ensure public safety – as we did last year.
• During the Dubai Duty Free Irish Open Golf event, lifeguard
hours will be extended to ensure safety of all visitors throughout
the event.
• Clare County Council are currently renovating the existing permanent lifeguard station in Kilkee, this will remove the need for
the red & yellow temporary container on the promenade in Kilkee.
This will bring to 4, the number of permanent structures for the Co
Clare lifeguards, - Lahinch, Whitestrand Miltown Malbay, Spanish
Point and now Kilkee

Blue Flag Awards Ceremony:
The An Taisce Blue Flag awards ceremony is being held on Monday May 20th 2019, in the Armada Hotel, Spanish Point. The International Blue Flag Director Sophie Bachet Granados, will be in
attendance and presenting the awards on behalf of An Taisce. The
event will be attended by Councillors and Management from all
participating Counties and will be highlighted in the National news
and media.
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a simulation of a real life satellite, contained within the volume
of a 330ml soft-drinks can (Can-Satellite). The Primary Mission
of the CanSat is to remotely measure data such as temperature,
pressure, etc. and transmit the data to the ground-station (laptop
computer). In addition to an onboard computer (Arduino UNO
microcontroller), radio communications module, sensors and
power supply, the CanSat also needs a parachute to land safely
after launch from high altitude (e.g. from a rocket, balloon, plane)
or Clare County Fire & Rescue Service Aerial Rescue Platform. A
major part of the CanSat competition requires the student teams
to engage in outreach to other organisations and analyse /present
their data (and other work) to an audience.

Recent Training Courses:
The following brigade training courses were held during April;
• 2 No. Emergency Services Driving Standard Practical Courses
• 4 No. Emergency Services Driving Standard Tests
• 2 No. Emergency Traffic Management Course (Kilrush & Kilkee)
• 1 No. Bronto Instructors Course (Ennis)
Safety Management System Audit:
Clare County Fire & Rescue Service retained its OHSAS 18001:2007
International Health & Safety accreditation following a surveillance
audit by the NSAI on the 10th & 11th April 2019. Inspections
took place in Kilkee & Ennistymon Fire Stations and a number of
personnel were interviewed over the two days as part of the audit.
Continuing to attain and maintain the accreditation shows that the
Fire Service is proactively managing the safety of its employees and
contractors.
In the report the Auditor pointed out the strengths of the Fire
Service’s Safety Management System including:
• Housekeeping & condition of facilities and equipment is excellent.
• Staff training and knowledge is of a very high standard.
• Leadership and commitment demonstrated by senior
management input into Safety meeting.
• Participation and consultation with employees and retained staff
is of a high standard.
• Overall structure of the Safety Management System is excellent
and applicability of procedures and risk assessment make the
system relevant to all staff.
• Filing system and retrieval of supporting records is excellent in
Head Office.

Clare Civil Defence
Civil Defence provided medical cover for the following events:
• “Run Clare” race series in Lahinch
• Teenage Disco held in the Queen’s Hotel as part of a joint initiative
between Clare CD and An Garda Siochana
• “Run the Banner” race series in Kilnaboy
• Cycle Against Suicide Chartiy Cycle from Nenagh-Tulla-Limerick
• Clare Community Games in John O’Sullivan Park

Cycle Against Suicide – 29th April 2019:
A segment of the Cycle Against Suicide 2019 passed through
County Clare on Monday 29th April, with cyclists travelling from
Nenagh through Killaloe and stopping in St. Josephs Secondary
School, Tulla before continuing on to Limerick. Killaloe and Scarriff
Fire Brigades provided escorts for the peloton along parts of the
Clare portion of the day.

Civil Defence also provided the following operational duties:
• Transport for Ennis MD Members and Council Officials to St.
Flannan’s College to meet with Minister Moran
• Ambulance & equipment display for post primary pupils at UL
• Travelled to Dublin with Civil Defence Boats for an audit of the
boats and ancillary equipment.

Wildland Firekit: Clare County Fire & Rescue Service has ordered
Wildland Fire-fighting packs for all Fire Service personnel. The packs
include Wildland Fire-fighting Suits, half masks with filters, goggles
and a bump cap all contained in individual holdall bags. Delivery
has commenced of these packs and the new PPE and accessories
proved very beneficial at recent Wildland Fires attended by Scarirff
and Killaloe Fire Brigades.

Members Training & Professional Development: Various
members completed Missing Persons Search Instructor’s Course,
Safe Working Near Water Course, Bike Unit Training, Map Reading
& Orienteering Exercises and Coxswain Training Exercise on River
Fergus. Members also successfully completed a Powerboat Level
II Coxswain’s Course in Killaloe. Ms. Orlaith Lyons was one of the
successful participants which qualified her as Clare Civil Defence’s
first ever female Coxswain.

Coláiste Muire – CanSat Ireland Competition: On the 29th April,
Ennis Fire Brigade assisted Coláiste Muire’s Transition Year Students
Team “Cloud Nine” in simulating a real life satellite. A CanSat is

Fire & Building Control Section (Main Activities) MARCH 2019

APRIL 2019

2019 TOTAL

Number of Emergency Calls Attended

77

143

403

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received

9

9

33

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted

10

8

32

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated

0

1

2

Number of Disability Access Certificates Received

3

9

26

Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted

5

8

25

Number of Commencement Notices Received

42

44

164

Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints

1

1

5
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STORM HANNAH

There were a significant amount of fallen trees during the
Friday night of Storm Hannah and a lot of debris on the public
roads. Crews were mobilised in each Municipal District early on
the following Saturday morning and all National and Regional
roads were cleared and open by 9am. Crews continued to work
during the day mainly clearing local roads and dealing with
other local issues as a result of the storm. South-West Clare
was most badly affected by the storm. Three crews worked
throughout the day and all issues were resolved in the county
by Saturday evening.

On Friday 26th April, Met Eireann declared a weathering
warning for County Clare.
The severe weather alert team in Clare County Council reviewed
the situation and crews were put on stand-by in the Municipal
Districts.
The Crisis Management Team of Clare County Council met on
Friday afternoon.
Fire Services were subsequently requested to stand-by at their
stations in preparation for the storm. Notices were sent to all
council owned facilities.
Meetings also took place between the Gardai, HSE and Clare
County Council.
The Local Co-Ordinator Group were in contact again on the
following Saturday morning to review the Friday night event
and to discuss the response. Public information was also
communicated.

All Brigades were put on Standby in their respective Fire Stations
on the 26th April from 20.00 p.m. to 23.00. Following a review
of the Weather Warning at 22.30, it was decided to extend the
Standby Period to 00.00 a.m. at which time all Brigades reverted
to normal Call-Out arrangements
Fire Brigades attended over 70 storm-related incidents between
18.00 Friday to 07.00 Saturday with some Brigades attending
incidents throughout the night.
On two occasions, Brigades delayed attending due to Dynamic
Risk Assessments at that particular time. Overall, the workload
was extremely high throughout the evening/night and main
routes across the county were kept open by the actions of the
Fire Service.
Storm Hannah, caused a number of ESB outages at several
locations throughout the County. This had the knock on effect
of tripping of pumps which had to be reset after the red weather
warning abated in the early hours of Saturday morning.
While The ESB outages continued into Saturday and Clare
County Council staff worked throughout that time to ensure
that customers did not experience a disruption in supply.
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APRIL IN PICTURES
AROUND THE COUNCIL

Pictured at the contract signing for the delivery of a Clare County
Council development in Quilty (L-R): Anne Haugh, Director of
Social Development; Cllr Gerry Flynn, Chair, Social Development
SPC; Mayor of Clare, Cllr Michael Begley; Pat Dowling, Chief
Executive; Martin Loughnane, Martin’s Construction

A Postcard marking the 120th anniversary of the first meeting of Clare County Council was distributed to attendees of
a special ceremony held in Áras Contae an Chláir following
the April Monthly Meeting (see page 7 for full story).

Pictured at the contract signing for the delivery of a Council
social housing development in Roslevan (L-R): Anne Haugh,
Director of Social Development; Pat Dowling, Chief Executive;
Mayor of Clare, Cllr Michael Begley; David Whelan, K & D
Whelan Construction Ltd. Back (L-R) Max Krauss, Hassett Leyden
& Associates; Ger O’Malley, Tom McNamara & Ptnrs (Quantity
Surveyor); Cllr Gerry Flynn, Chair of the Social Development
SPC; and Adrian Headd and Caimin Dillon, Housing department.

Councillors Gabriel Keating, Pat Burke, John Crowe and
fellow Elected Members listening to a presentation by Pat
Dowling, Chief Executive of Clare County Council, during
a special ceremony marking the 120th anniversary of the
first meeting of the Local Authority.

Clare County Council has once again been accredited under Engineers Ireland CPD Accreditation Scheme. Clare County
Council was the first Local Authority accredited under the Scheme. Council engineering staff pictured above left. President of
Engineers Ireland, Mr. Peter Quinn, pictured with Sean Lenihan and Pat Dowling (above right).
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