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FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES

HUMAN RESOURCES

•

• To March some 14 staff have taken up new positions within
Clare County Council. During the month of January interviews
were held for Irish Language Officer and that post will be
filled during March. Competitions held in February included
Retained Fire-fighters in Kilkee, Kilrish and Shannon along with
Technician Grade 2. Short-listing interviews were held for the
Library Assistant positions.
• In the coming weeks the HR Department will be running a
number of competitions including: GO Driver 2, Senior Library
Assistant, Assistant Foreman, Acting Executive Planner, School
Warden sporadic panel, Assistant Staff Officer, Clerical Officer
and Beach Lifeguards.
• The Council has also recently advertised for a 4-year
apprenticeship position Heavy Vehicle Mechanic.
• Health Screening for the organisation is currently being
reviewed, with a roll out scheduled to commence in May. This is
a joint Partnership and Welfare initiative. The Health Screening
will be available to all staff of Clare County Council as well as
Elected Members.
• Arrangements are in place for the roll out of Information
Sessions to Fire Personnel commencing in March. These
information sessions will be delivered to all 7 Fire Stations over
the next 2 months. The information sessions include updates on
policy and procedure from HR, H & S, Corporate Services, Child
Protection, Partnership, Sports & Social Club and Employee
Welfare.

CORPORATE SERVICES
• Register of Electors and Local Elections: The Register of
Electors for 2019/2020 is now in operation from 15th February
2019 onwards and will be effective for a period of one year;
this is the register which will be used at the polling stations for
any elections or referenda being held during the duration of this
one year.
A supplement to the 2019/2020 Register is compiled and is used
in conjunction with the current register at the polling stations
on polling day. The supplement will consist of any omissions
to the current register or any new constituents who are now
residing permanently at a particular address within the County
since the last registration date of 1st September 2018 also for
first time applicants who will reach the age of 18 years of age on
or before polling day i.e. 24th May 2019.

Procurement:

The following tender competitions were published in January
2019.

•

Health & Safety:

Clare County Council delivered 5 separate half day Briefings to
Roads staff in the Municipal Districts on its recently published
Guide to Temporary Traffic Management.

In attendance were 167 Area Staff including Engineers,
Technicians, Supervisors, Foremen and 3 day Signing Lighting and
Guarding at Roadworks Card holders. The new Guide contains
a suite of 25 Designed Traffic Management Plans which can be
applied by trained staff to a selection of routine road works and
will ensure a consistent approach to Traffic Management across
the County protecting both the road worker and road user.
The briefings were delivered by a Traffic Management Working
Group consisting of Tom Mellet SEE Killaloe MD, Liam Daly
Technician, John Mulconroy Technician and Ger Hartnett Senior
Executive Health & Safety Officer”.

The application forms used for the purpose of compiling the
supplement are 2 specific types:
- RFA2 Printed on green stationery are for first time applicants
- RFA 3 Printed on pink stationery are for change of address
In both cases the application forms have a certificate of Identity
section on the application form and this must be stamped at
their local Garda Station. The Closing date for same is usually
14 working days prior to polling day but no official dates have
been notified as of yet to the Registration Authorities with
regard to the 2019 Local Elections.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Clare County Council has been successful in securing funding
for five separate rural regeneration and development projects
under the €1 billion Rural Regeneration and Development
Fund (RRDF), a key component of Project Ireland 2040.
€6.8 million has been secured for projects in Loop Head,
Lahinch, Doolin, Kilrush and Holy Island.
All RRDF projects applications were prepared and submitted
to deliver on the targets of the Clare Rural Development
Strategy. This involved collaboration across various Council
departments, Municipal Districts, local communities and
specific partnerships with Kilrush Amenity Trust and Lahinch
Seaworld as stakeholders.

SUCCESSFUL CLARE PROJECTS:
Lahinch Seaworld and Town Upgrade Project (€2,860,000):
This project is a substantial upgrade of the Lahinch Seaworld
community-run facility and associated public realm works in
the town. It includes: The retrofitting of the Seaworld building;
new public toilets; public realm works; completion of building
of new Surf Rescue and Training Centre, Lahinch sports field,
new car park and amenity area.

tourism project which will refurbish and expand the facilities at
the historic Loop Head visitor lighthouse attraction with a view
to enhancing the capacity and attractiveness of the lighthouse.
The project will assist in the enhancement of the existing
tourism offering in the area, delivering benefits to the wider
community through increased activity.
Inis Cealtra Island (€920,500): Clare County Council will develop
a detailed design for a visitor centre, a design for a new boat
landing point including visitor trails and the production of an
interpretation strategy for the island.
Doolin Pier (€465,571): Clare County Council will develop
a masterplan to develop a new visitor and tourist Centre at
Doolin pier.
A separate Clare project has also benefited from funding
totalling €666,300. Fáilte Ireland will develop a plan to solve
critical congestion and visitor management issues along the
Wild Atlantic Way at 15 key locations within the counties
of Clare and Kerry. A detailed list of the successful projects
announced today is available at https://drcd.gov.ie/wpcontent/uploads/190214-RRDF-Successful-Projects.pdf.

Vandeleur Estate, Kilrush (€1,720,000): This project will
restore part of the historic Vandeleur Estate, which has been
in existence since 1808. The project will respect the existing
facilities and buildings within the surrounding area and will
include a new museum; and development of arts and crafts
facilities to promote local heritage.
Loop Head Visitor Attraction (€868,500): This is a significant
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Clare Local Community Development Committee

Pictured during a site visit by Clare County Council officials to the
Lough Derg Blueway Amenity Trail and Looped Walks are: Tom
Mellett, Senior Executive Engineer, Killaloe MD; Siobhan O’Reilly,
Administrative Officer, Rural Development Directorate; and Michael
McNamara and Ger O’Brien of Ogonnelloe Community Centre Co. Ltd.

As per the requirements of section 128B(1)(i) of the Local
Government Reform Act 2014, the LCDC must prepare, adopt
and submit an annual report to the local authority no later than
the 31st March each year in respect of the performance of its
functions in the previous calendar year.

GSI Geoheritage Grant
supports Aille engaged

It was a very busy year in that the Committee’s work included
reviewing actions within the Local Economic and Community Plan
under the direction of the Community Implementation Team,
managing the delivery of the Social Inclusion and Community
Activation Programme, making recommendations and decisions
regarding funding applications under the Healthy Ireland fund
and the Community Enhancement Programme.
The LCDC also prepared and adopted the Healthy Clare Strategy
and carried out the first ‘Clare Survey’ in conjunction with the
Limerick and Clare Education and Training Board. The survey was
undertaken by Behaviour & Attitudes Limited during December
2018 and 1,013 participants were surveyed for the purpose
of establishing insights into rural transport, education, health
and employment. The survey was one of the identified actions
within the Local Economic and Community Plan (action q4.1 ‘To
undertake a study of the county’s health, wellbeing and quality
of life’.
The purpose of the Clare Local Community Development
Committee is to develop, co-ordinate and implement a coherent
and integrated approach to local and community development.
In that regard, I welcome the publication of this Annual Report
for 2018 which highlights the main activities of the Clare LCDC
during the year.

a community sees their experiences and knowledge reflected
in stewardship and shared ownership of their catchement.

The Burren and Cliffs of Moher UNESCO Global Geopark was
awarded a €5k Geological Survey Ireland (“GSI”) Geopark/
Geoheritage grant at an awards ceremony held at the Irish
Annual Geoparks Forum at Peacockes Hotel, Maam Cross,
on 7th February.

Dr. Eamon Doyle, Geopark geologist and Dr. Tiernan Henry,
hydrologist at the Earth and Ocean Sciences Department at
NUI Galway will develop a pilot network of water observers
to present the data in real time on the Geopark website.
A team of 10-15 local volunteers will be recruited through
Lisdoonvarna Fáilte.

Minster Seán Canney TD (Minister of State for Community
Development, Natural Resources and Digital Development)
presented the award to Tim Madden, Geopark Manager of
the Burren and Cliffs of Moher Geopark.
GSI supports the development and sustanability of Ireland’s
Global Geoparks, and these small geoheritage grants help
community-driven initiatives to support economic growth,
geoscience education and geotourism, especially in rural
areas.
The Burren and Cliffs of Moher UNESCO Global Geopark
project is titled “Aille Engaged”. The Aille River runs through
Lisdoonvarna, passing the Spa Wells, and the river and its
catchment were the focus of a Burren and Cliffs of Moher
Geopark-funded transition year project focused on mapping
the catchment.
Aille Engaged water awareness citizen science community
project aims to enhance understanding of some basic
concepts of rainfall, river levels and flood risk and conforms
to the Water Framework Directive.
Local engagement with rivers can only be fully realised when
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT

•
What differentiates Clare and gives the county a competitive
advantage as a tourism destination?
•
What factors might be hindering the sustainable growth of
tourism within the county?
How do we build on our advantages and strengthen the
•
return on our markets?
What does success in tourism development look like?
•
TEAM Tourism Consulting is working with Clare County Council on the
planning process and will facilitate these workshops. We invite you to
participate in a workshop at a convenient time and location to discuss
your aspirations and thoughts for tourism in County Clare and to assist
in identifying the most appropriate steps that should be taken in the
next ten years.

County Clare Tourism Strategy
Phase 1 Planning Workshop

These workshops are the initial phase of consultation and we are
looking forward to working with you in the ongoing process of
developing the strategy.

Clare County Council, in association with Shannon Heritage, is
undertaking a tourism planning process that will result in a ten-year
Tourism Strategy for the County.
This is an exciting initiative that will give the tourism industry a unique
opportunity to look at emerging opportunities, and to discuss ways of
addressing issues and concerns that together will generate a greater
return from our visitors and build a stronger industry.

The workshops are being held in the following locations:
• ENNISTYMON, Falls Hotel, Mon 11 March 2pm – 4.30 pm
• SHANNON, Oakwood Arms, Tue 12 March 2pm – 4.30pm
• ENNIS, Templegate Hotel, Tue 12 March 6.30pm – 9.00pm
• KILLALOE, Lakeside Hotel, Wed 13 March 10.30am – 1pm
• KILRUSH, Vandeleur Walled Garden, 14 March 2pm–4.30pm
• ENNIS, Templegate Hotel, Friday 15th March 10.30am – 1.00 pm.

As part of this process, we would like to invite you to participate in one
of our forthcoming workshops to be held across the county. These
workshops will focus on questions such as:

To confirm attendance and for further information please contact Sile,
Tourism Unit, Clare County Council on 065 6846283, email tourism@
clarecoco.ie.

Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience
Car Park Part VIII Planning Application
The GPS survey of the north section of the carpark was completed
by the General Design Office and the design completed thereafter.
The Part VIII application for extension of the carpark to the north
was submitted to the Planning Department on Friday, January 25th
with the public notice on display until Friday February 22nd with a 2
week window for submissions thereafter.
The Planning Department will then formulate their report for the
CEO, who would then complete his report to be submitted to the
West Clare Councillors ahead of the April Council meeting.

Walkability Audits commence for Age Friendly Town initiative
A walkability audit assesses how easy or difficult it is to get
around the town, and access its services. The group of older
people, accompanied by Ennis town engineers, MD staff and
the Age Friendly Officer, walked a number of town centre
routes to identify and prioritise things that could be improved.
The group were asked to assess the following criteria in
accordance with Age Friendly Ireland’s guidelines entitled
“How walkable is your town?”
- footpaths: availability, quality, ramped, width, obstacles in
the way
- crossings: convenience, safety, traffic lights
- aesthetics: signage, litter, bins, derelict buildings
- public spaces: accessibility of services, availability of parking,
green spaces, public toilets, benches, transport stops
- safety: car speeds, driver behaviour, cyclists, street lighting,
general feeling of safety.

The Clare Older People’s Council have conducted the first 2
walkability audits in Ennis during January 2019 with 2 more
due to take place before the end of February.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Tourism Networking Event –
The Inn At Dromoland
Clare County Council’s Tourism Unit, in association with Clare
Tourism, organised a networking event for the tourism trade across
County Clare.
It was attended by over 100 people ranging from accommodation
providers to attractions and activities.
A number of speakers presented on the evening including the Tourism
Officer (Joan Tarmey), TEAM Tourism & Consulting and Fáilte Ireland
(Margaret Jenkins).
L-R: Siobhan King (Fáilte Ireland), Cllr Pat Hayes (Chair SPC for Rural
Development), Monica Meehan, Joan Tarmey, Leonard Cleary (Clare
County Council), and Margaret Jenkins (Fáilte Ireland).

There was lots of collaboration amongst delegates and all businesses
went away with a better understanding of what is available for visitors
across the county.

Some of the attandance at the Visit Clare Tourism Networking event
at the Inn at Dromoland on 28 February.

Jackie Wade, Trump International, Grace Harris, Old Ground
Hotel, Amy Carroll, Trump International, Marie Faughnan, Trump
International and Louise Haugh, Trump International at the Visit Clare
Tourism Networking event at the Inn at Dromoland.

Liz Greehy and Ailish Connolly, Kilbaha Gallery at the Visit Clare
Tourism Networking event at the Inn at Dromoland.

Margaret Jenkins, Failte Ireland and Roisin Garvey , St Tolas Cheese,
at the Visit Clare Tourism Networking event at the Inn at Dromoland.

John and Helen Browne, Doolin Cave, Patrick and Samuel O’Donoghue
and Andy Lambert at the Visit Clare Tourism Networking event at the
Inn at Dromoland on 28 February.

Siobhan King, Failte Ireland, Cllr Pat Hayes Chairman SPC, Joan
Tarmey, Monica Meehan, Leonard Cleary, Clare County Council and
Margetet Jenkins, Failte Ireland at the Visit Clare Tourism Networking
Event at the Inn at Dromoland on Thursday, 28 February.
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•

HOUSING

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Update on Capital Projects:

SHIP Capital

February was a productive month with the completion
of the works to the office to accommodate the Homeless
Action team. The project was completed on time with
minimal disruption to the workings of the section. Great
credit is due to Martins Construction Limited for successful
delivery of the project.
• On the 20th February the Department of Housing
published the breakdown of housing delivery in 2018
by Local authorities. These figures confirm Clare County
Council exceeded its 2018 delivery target. The Housing
Capital Delivery team are focused to ensure we maintain
this positive trajectory for 2019 delivery.
• In line with a request at the last meeting of the Council
the following table indicates the number of people
accommodated in social housing in Clare by municipal
district:

No.
approved

Current stage

Commencement
Date

Completion
Date

th

Clonlara

9

Under construction by

20 November
2018

Feakle

13

Under construction by

Custy Construction Ltd.

5 November
2018

Q4 2019

Quilty

18

Stage 4 submitted for approval

March 2019

Q3 2020

Roslevan, Ennis

8

Tender completed, Stage 4
submitted for approval

March 2019

Q1 2020

Ashline, Ennis

40

Stage 2 to be submitted to DHPLG
for approval

Q4 2019

Q2 2021

Tullyglass Shannon

21

Following announcement of
funding for embankment works
this project will recommence.

Q1 2020

Q2 2021

Ballaghboy TAU

5

Design process ongoing

Q2 2019

Q3 2019

Miltown Malbay

27

Stage 1 approval received,
preparation of stage 2 submission

Q1 2020

Q3 2021

Shannon NDFA
project

51

NDFA bundle being prepared for
tender.

Q3 2019

Q3 2021

Subtotal

192

CAS - Cahercalla
Phase 2
(Cuan an Chlair)

15

CAS Construction Stage 3
submitted to DHPLG for approval
14.11.2018

March 2019

Q2 2020

Roslevan
(CoOperative
Housing Ireland)

2

CALF Turnkey. 3 units were
delivered with the 2 remaining
units to be delivered in 2019

Q1 2018

Q2 2019

Bruachlan,
Westbury
(CoOperative
Housing Ireland)

22

CALF - Property transfer complete,
CHI to commence procurement of
design team.

Q4 2019

Q3 2021

Tullyvarraga,
Shannon
(CoOperative
Housing Ireland)

47

CALF Acquisition application
approved works ongoing, expect
stage delivery with units delivered
in 2019

Q2 2018

Q3 2019

Meelick
(Thomond Housing
Association)

4

CAS construction, works nearing
completion

Q1 2018

Q2 2019

Clonlara
(Newgrove
Housing
Association)

4

CALF construction, works
complete.

Q4 2017

Q1 2019

Subtotal

94

AHB delivery

Total

286

Pat Keogh Construction Ltd.

Q4 2019

th

Homelessness

*Includes RAS and long term leased properties
The table above does not include short term leased properties nor does it include properties made available by Approved Housing Bodies in the County.
House Purchases
• In line with national housing targets the DHPLG have indicated a strong desire to divert the funding used to purchase
social housing to the construction programme to focus delivery of new units and to make second hand properties
available to the market. In this regard we were informed by
the Department to suspend the purchase of further dwellings pending the issue of 2019 Rebuilding Ireland targets
and these are awaited.
• 16 no. house purchases have been made in the year to
date and the focus now is on closing these transactions together with finalising a number of purchased carried forward from last year.

7

• The 1st February 2019 was d-day for the homeless team as
the responsibility for the provision of homeless accommodation
transitioned to Clare County Council as the Housing Authority. A
month in and the transition is complete however the demands of
this service delivery is evident. To meet the needs of the service user
Clare County Council are leading a multi-agency team in a person
centred model to support the individual to transition from homeless
accommodation to longer term supported accommodation. The
works to the accommodation space are now complete however
as we are still in flux we ask that service users, staff and elected
Members bear with us until the new operation model is imbedded.
• The tender for the refurbishment of Cusack Lodge was signed on
the 15th February with Custy Construction appointed to complete
the works. It is expected the works will be completed in April with the
premises opening in May. There is some slippage in the anticipated
date for operation; however this is not impacting on overall service
delivery. Also in February the Council agreed the purchase of a
property to operate as a B&B providing emergency accommodation,
further detail on this acquisition will be provided once the acquisition
is finalised.
• The number of presentations to Homeless Services in Clare for the
month of January was 14. For verification purposes we are reporting
homeless presentations a month in arrears. The homeless figures for
January indicate full occupancy of 13 beds at Laurel Lodge and on 31
January there was also 53 adults and 39 dependents in emergency
accommodation.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Incentivised Schemes

SPORTS & RECREATION

• The Council invites you to register properties known to be vacant on
the vacant homes website www.vacanthomes.ie, for this the Council
can target the return of the housing unit through acquisition, Buy
and Renew and/or Repair and Lease (RLS) schemes. The premise of
these schemes is to address vacancy and return units to occupancy
in a timely fashion.
• A Vacancy Sub-Group is being set up at national level to develop
an agreed methodology for the identification of recoverable and
liveable homes. Clear guidelines have yet to issue from the Dept in
assessing vacancy but a detailed methodology for assessing true
vacancy is due to be rolled out to Local Authorities in a Training
Manual Format accompanied possibly by software in the coming
months. This will further inform the Council’s work in this area. In
Clare 80 no. houses have been visually examined at this stage and
of those at least 22 appear to be vacant. 2 no. have been purchased
and 4 others are in progress. A number of these property owners
have re-located and lack of knowledge on their whereabouts is
a barrier to advancing acquisition, and there are also legal/title/
financial issues with a number of properties in receivership or repossessed by the Banks. Follow up work is continuing to establish
property owners and identify the reasons for vacancy and units that
can be brought back into use.

• In late February representative of the Council, as partner
in the Atlantic Youth, project travelled to France for a meeting of the partners to discuss and organise the next transatlantic youth event which will take place in May of this year
in Moulin Mer, France. 25 students from the representative
schools (Scoil Mhuire, Ennistymnon & Scarriff Community
College) will attend this event to promote maritime participation and education. The project is funded through the
Erasmus+ fund.
• ACTIVE ENNIS/KILRUSH
Mountain Trikes - funding has been provided through the
Healthy Ireland Fund towards the provision of three allterrain wheelchairs, two of which are based in Active Ennis
John O Sullivan Park, Lees Road and one in Active Kilrush
Sports Complex. Known as Mountain Trikes, the wheelchairs enable people with disabilities to tackle challenging
surfaces with confidence and safety.

Rebuilding Ireland Affordable Loan
• 3 number ‘Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan’ applications were received in January 2019 and 2 loan applications received in 2018 were
granted provisional approval. The loan scheme offers a fixed interest
rate for credit worthy low to middle income first time buyers with a
view to making home ownership more affordable.
Housing Refurbishment and Maintenance
• The management and turnaround of our housing stock to minimise
voids is continuously assessed and hereunder is the activity in this
regard:

* This figure does not include properties which have become vacant
after 1st March nor does it include acquisitions and long-term voids.

• FARTLEK
Three new fitness circuits for walkers and athletes of all
abilities have been introduced to the 130-acre woodland at
John O’Sullivan Park, Lees Road. The Fartlek Interval Training System features Colour-coded posts located throughout the woodland, with each one dictating Relevant Programmes and Exertion Level guides. The new system has
been delivered with funding of €10,000 received under
the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme with an
additional €10,000 being funded by Clare County Council.
Fartlek, a Swedish term meaning “Speed Play”, is a form of
continuous interval or speed training that allows the athlete to run at varying intensity levels over varying distances.

Grants
Grant approval issued in February for Housing Adaptation, Housing
Aid and Mobility Aid grants:

Active Ennis John O’Sullivan Park, Lees Road, which is located on a site of approximately 134 acres of Woodland,
also comprises four conventional playing pitches, a floodlit
all-weather pitch, a cross country running track, woodland
amenity walks and Clare’s first specifically designed and
purpose built Skateboard Park. Other facilities managed
by Active Ennis, include the Green Flag award-winning Tim
Smythe Park, Ennis Leisure Complex, All Weather Pitch
(Cloughleigh), Pitches (Coote Park & Glenina) and Active
Kilrush Sports Complex. For more visit www.activeennis.ie.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
SPORTS & RECREATION

CULTURAL SERVICES

ACTIVE ENNIS LEISURE COMPLEX

CLARE COUNTY LIBRARY

For all the “early risers” a new HIIT Circuits High Intensity
Interval Training programme has been added to the
Schedule at Active Ennis Leisure Complex. This half hour
class is being well attended every Tuesday and Thursday
morning at 7.30am at a price of €4.00 Pay-as-you-go, or
€2.00 for members.

• Many libraries hosted Blind date with a book theme to celebrate
Valentine’s Day this month. Wrapped books were put on display and
patrons were encouraged to take a chanc

TAI CHI: Our Tai Chi is ongoing for
the past two years at Active Ennis.
Due to demand there are now 2
classes every Thursday morning at
the complex – Beginners at 8.30am
and Improvers at 9.30am, at a pay
as you go price of €6.00, members’
rate is €2.00. The practice of Tai Chi involves gentle slow
movements, which are beneficial to relaxing the body/
mind and helpful in relieving stress. This low impact
exercise increases mobility, improves your lower body and
leg strength and works on better balance and more energy.
AQUA AEROBICS: It is a
normal occurrence to have
more than 50 participants
in our Tuesday and Friday
morning Aqua Aerobics class
– alas, it has been noticed
that very few males are
partaking of this wonderful class. Throughout the month
of February, free access to all Aqua Aerobics classes was
offered to all Males – whilst uptake was initially slow,
there is now more of a balance of the sexes enjoying the
benefits of Aqua Aerobics. Aqua Aerobics classes are
tailored to suit all ages, it is a good workout to strengthen
your muscles and improve your cardiovascular fitness,
without subjecting your body to additional wear and tear.
Aqua Aerobics is very beneficial for people with vulnerable
joints and/or recovering from injuries. Class Times: Monday
& Wednesday night 8.45 – 9.45pm and Tuesday & Friday
mornings 10 – 11am.
Course/Pay as you go Class?: Pay as you go so no need to
book, just come along!
Cost: €6.50 (golden years rate is €4.70, member rate is €2)
SWIMMING LESSONS: Both Adult and Childrens’ Lessons
are recommencing this month – with all levels 100% fully
booked and prepaid for. Swimming lessons take place 7
days a week at Active Ennis Leisure Complex over a period
of 7 weeks at a time.

Blind Date Book Display, Ennistymon Library

Pius Murray on benefits of walking in Miltown Malbay library
• Healthy Ireland events took place in the following libraries in
February, De Valera, Kildysart, Killaloe, Miltown Malbay Shannon,
Newmarket, Sixmilebridge and Tulla. Events included mindfulness
through art, talks on diet with Anne Griffin, walking with Pius
Murray, play therapy, tai chi, physio health tips and fitness. Shannon
Library hosted a talk on The Shannon Wetlands Project, to celebrate
World Wetlands Day. A six week Creative writing course began in
Ennistymon Library, this is a Creative Ireland initiative.
• Scariff Library History Group held a talk on “Mountshannon - a
linen village of the eighteenth century” with Noel Murphy in Scariff
Public Library. Children’s story times, film clubs, book clubs and chess
classes continued as usual throughout February in many library
branches.

9

9

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
CULTURAL SERVICES

CLARE MUSEUM

CLARE ARTS OFFICE
•
Artist residencies began in Holy Family National School
and Ballyea National School.
•
Clare Youth Theatre leaders travelled to Cottbus, Germany on an exchange visit for a youth theatre festival.
•

Scariff Library held an exhibition of portraits.

•
The museum held St Bridget’s Day workshops for
schools at the beginning of the month. An extra day with three
additional workshops was held on 5th February such was the
interest from schools.
•
Further progress was made with the design of the activity sheets for the new education programme, while an order
for replica objects was placed with a view to providing replica
boxes for schools.
•
Volunteers have continued to provide research in objects in the collection, and the possibility of an exhibition in relation to the War of Independence is starting to take shape.
•
A public talk on the suffragettes to take place at Clare
Museum on International Women’s Day (8th March) was announced. The talk will correspond with the unveiling of a quilt
made to commemorate the centenary of women securing the
right to vote in Ireland in 1918. The quilt was made by a Limerick & Clare Education & Training Board Core skills/ Family Learning textiles class at the Further Education & Training Centre in
Ennis.

•

Kilrush Art Group exhibited in Cultúrlann Sweeney.

•

Sara Foust, artist, gave this month’s First Friday talk.

•

Work began on a new commission.

The Vision Symphony, a symphony of contemporary
•
music being developed by Dave Flynn, composer, to be performed by visually impaired musicians.

•
Cataloguing of the collection also continued during the
month, though as a slower rate than previously. A total of 162
items have been catalogued in 2019 so far.

ARCHIVES
•
•
An exhibition of art works created as part of a joint
creative writing and ceramics project, supported by the Clare
Arts Office Embrace Programme and the Dulick Centre in Ennis,
was announced and will be hosted at The Courthouse Gallery &
Studios in Ennistymon from 2 March to 27 April.

A Co-Op Student, has finished her time in Archives.

•
Managers Orders for 2018 have now been bound and
were since added to stock in Archives.
•
The process of digitising collections continues. Archives are now over 80% of the way through the Rural District
Council minutes.
•
Archives continue to get queries relating to the material they hold, and items are regularly taken to the Local Studies
Centre for researchers. Queries range, from family historians to
university students or professionals preparing articles. One of
the collections – The Porte Papers – is about to increase as the
original donor has found some more material relating to the
collection.
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Inputs to the Draft Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy (RSES):
During February presentations on the Draft RSES were provided
to the Economic, Rural, Social and Physical Strategic Policy
Committees by the Senior Planner. A workshop with the Elected
Members was also held on the 27th February and a further
workshop for staff was facilitated by the Planning Department to
assist in the collation of one overall submission on behalf of Clare
County Council by March 8th on the Draft RSES.
Mid-West Regional Enterprise Plan: On 20th February, the
Government launched a Regional Enterprise Plan (REP) for
Ireland’s Mid-west, in an effort to foster enterprise growth and
job creation in the Region. The new Regional Enterprise Plan for
the Mid-west of Ireland aims to make the region including Clare
a major smart technology hub. Minister Heather Humphreys,
TD, was joined at an event in Lisheen, Co Tipperary, by Minister
Pat Breen, TD; Minister Michael Ring, TD; and Minister Patrick
O’Donovan, TD.
The Mid-West Plan identifies five
Strategic Objectives and seeks to
build technical resilience into our
traditional employment sectors of
manufacturing and agriculture while
supporting emerging opportunities. In
the context of the objective of ‘Enable
a digital and innovation economy’ it is
proposed to support the development
of a suite of regional ‘Smart E-Hubs’
an initiative already well advanced
in Clare. In objective ‘Develop the
Region’s capacity to deliver economic
growth’ the strategy identifies the need for a pilot town & village
renewal project in Ennistymon Co. Clare, Tipperary Town and
Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick. This objective includes a target to
“Develop a Marine Enterprise Zone” at Cahercon and states that
this development will deliver new job creation opportunities for
the local community and act as an economic stimulus with wider
regional positive impacts.
The location of a Data Centre in Ennis is also another project
identified in the Mid-West Enterprise Plan and the Economic
Directorate is advancing work on this initiative.

Clare County Development Plan 2017-2023 (Proposed Variation
No. 1 to identify suitable site for proposed Data Centre for
Ennis: This Variation No. 1 to the Clare County Development
Plan 2017-2023 went on public display from 21st December
2018 until 29th January 2019. The proposed variation is to give
effect to the Government Policy Statement on the development
of data centres in Ireland by identifying, in a plan-led manner,
the preferred location of a data centre in Ennis. The Chief
Executive’s report was prepared on the 17 submissions received
and was issued to the Elected Members on the 21st February.
The proposed variation is listed on the agenda for the Elected
Members to consider at the March 2019 Council meeting.
Ennis 2040 Economic and Spatial Strategy: Work on drafting
the Ennis 2040 Spatial and Economic Strategy continues
by the consultants GVA Grimley with a Steering Group and
transportation meetings held during the month of February.

Forward Planning
Ballyallia Amenity Enhancement Plan: The public consultation
period for submissions on the enhancement plan has now closed.
The Consultants are collating the submissions received and will
present their findings to the community group and thereafter
prepare a Draft Plan. The Planning Department continues to
act in an advisory capacity to the Community group for the
remainder of the plan preparation stage.
Shannon Town Park: Work continues on the development of
the new Shannon Town Park by M. Fitzgibbon Contractors. The
works which include formal footpaths and a cycle track, an
adventure play area and a bandstand/performance area, the
first cycle pump track to be built in the Mid-West Region, formal
and informal seating areas, lighting and signage, the creation of
a natural water feature and new native woodland planting are
expected to be completed by mid 2019. The development will
also include a new toucan pedestrian/cycle crossing on Bóthar
Linne and is part-funded by the European Regional Development
Fund(ERDF).
Climate Change Adaptation Strategy: As per the ‘ Local
Authority Adaptation Strategy Development Guidelines’ issued
by the Department of Communications, Climate Action and
Environment in December 2018, each local authority must
prepare a Climate Change Adaptation Strategy. In February
2019 the Planning Section has inputted to the Climate Change
Adaption Strategy for County Clare, which is being prepared at
present.
Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Study:
The Planning Section has been collating data and preparing
population projections to input to the process of the preparation
of the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Study
(LSMATS).

Development Management
Front: Minister of State Patrick O’Donovan, Minister Michael Ring;
Minister Heather Humphreys; Minister of State Pat Breen. Back: Barry
O’Sullivan, Chairman Mid-West Regional Enterprise Plan Steering
Committee; Padraic McElwee, Head of Enterprise; Órlaith Borthwick,
Manager Mid-West Regional Enterprise Plan; Jerry Moloney, Regional
Manager Enterprise Ireland; Liam Conneally, Director of Economic
Development; Anne-Marie Tierney La-Roux, Head of Regions, IDA; Joe
Leddin, Manager Mid-West Regional Skills; John Moloney, UL.

•
86 planning applications were received by Clare County
Council during the month of February bringing the total number
received to date for 2019 to 142.
•
24 pre-planning applications were received during the
month of February bringing the total number received to date
for 2019 to 49.
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Planning Enforcement

Heritage and Biodiversity

•
During February 2019 there were 9 new complaints
received and 6 Warning Letters were issued. In the month, 4
files were closed and 1 legal case was initiated.

New National Heritage Plan – Have your say: Heritage Ireland
2030 seeks to recognise the vital role heritage plays in our
community, our economy and our society and the Department of
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht is inviting the public’s views
to help shape the priorities for Ireland’s heritage for the next 10
years. The Heritage Officer facilitated a public consultation on
the new National Heritage Plan in association with the PPN on
26th February at the Clare PPN Offices. In order to make it easy
for people to have their views heard, Clare PPN are preparing a
joint submission from the views and suggestions of those who
attended the event. People are also free to make their own
submissions until the closing date of March 31st 2019, which can
be made via an online survey, e-mail or by post. Further details
are on www.chg.gov.ie/heritage/heritageireland2030.

Taking in Charge
• The Council commenced the statutory process on 1st February
2019 to take in charge a further 6 estates, 2 in the Shannon MD
and 4 in the Killaloe Municipal District.
• There are now 12 new developments under construction on
which progress is being monitored by the Taking in Charge Team.
• The preparation of tender documents continues to be
progressed in a number of estates. A contractor commenced
remedial works in a development in Corofin during the first week
in February and a contractor is also due to commence remedial
works shortly in a development in Kilkishen.

Casual Trading
• The function for Casual Trading for the entire County is now
under the remit of the Economic Development Department.
During February we continued our policy of regulating casual
trading under the Casual Trading Act 1995 and our bye-laws
there under. We issued 12 casual trading licences: 3 for Kilrush, 1
for Doolin, 1 for Ennistymon and 7 for Ennis.

Conservation, Archaeology and Built Heritage
• The Council’s Conservation Officer prepared 4 no. Section 57
Declarations to permit works to protected structures and issued
reports on thirteen planning applications. In addition he gave
two public talks on aspects of archaeology to PO Killinaboy and
Burrenbeo, Tubber.
• Applications received from the public under the Built Heritage
Investment Scheme and the Historic Structures Fund 2019
were examined by the Conservation Officer and forwarded to
the Department of Culture, Heritage & Gaeltacht (DCHG) for
assessment and approval.
• The Planning Department also prepared and submitted its
own funding application in February to the DCHG in respect
of Cahiracon House, Kiladysert (RPS446) under their Historic
Structures Fund. The primary focus of the Historic Structures
Fund is on conservation and enhancement of historic structures
and buildings for the benefit of communities and the public. The
announcement of successful projects is expected in March 2019.
• Historic Towns Initiative The Planning Department prepared
and submitted a successful funding application in February 2019
for Kilrush under the Historic Towns Initiative funded by the
Heritage Council. This funding stream is aimed at supporting
heritage-led regeneration in historic towns in Ireland.
Photo: Terret Lodge, Kilrush.

Funding Applications to the Heritage Council under the Clare
Heritage Plan 2017-2023: The Heritage Officer submitted 2
separate funding applications under the Clare Heritage Plan
2017-2023 to the Heritage Council as follows:
(1) Appraisal of the Heritage (built, cultural and natural)
Landscape of the Errina Canal. Compile heritage information and
data to show the heritage significance of the Errina Canal.
(2) Feasibility Study of the heritage resource, value and potential
of Cahiracon House, Estate and adjoining maritime landscape.
To fully understand the heritage context of Cahiracon House
and Environs to inform development, to add value to the public
amenity, enjoyment and viable heritage based attractions at the
site
Biodiversity Training: The Heritage Officer worked with the Clare
Local Development Company LEADER to roll out Biodiversity
Training to 16 communities at 4 separate locations throughout
County Clare.
National Heritage Awards 2018: Kilrush and District Historical
Society accepted a “Le Chéile san Eoraip Award” at the National
Heritage Awards 2018 ceremony in Dublin on 6th February.
‘An Exhibition of Kilrush Ceramics’ celebrated the once nearly
forgotten ceramics industry in a small West Clare town, and its
European connections and was one of the Clare events during
National Heritage Week 2018. From 1961 to 1983, Kilrush
Ceramics, owned by the Ueblacker (later Rosenthal), employed
over 100 people. The exhibition showcased a selection of its
colourful and quirky products made at the factory and explored
its history in an Irish and European context.
PIC: Paul O’Brien, Kilrush and District Historical Society
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Limerick Institute of Technology – Ennis Campus
Pictured at the site of the new LIT Ennis campus in Bindon
Street, Ennis, Co. Clare, are L-R: Jimmy Browne, LIT’s Vice
President for Corporate Services & Capital Development;
Carmel Greene, Economic Development, Clare County
Council; Mayor of Ennis Clare Colleran Molloy; Pat Dowling, Chief Executive, Clare County Council; Professor Vincent Cunnane, President, LIT; Mayor of Clare Michael Begley; Liam Conneally, Director of Economic Development,
Clare County Council; and Ultan Gogarty, LIT.
The Economic Directorate has been working with Limerick Institute of Technology on a collaborative basis for
many years and there are approx 60 students at the at
the County Museum building in Ennis since around 2011.
LIT has confirmed it plans to open a new campus in Ennis,
Co Clare on foot of a proposed capital investment of €0.75
million by Clare County Council.
Located on Bindon Street in the town’s historic core, the
new facility will enable a substantial increase in Higher
Education activity in the town.
A total of six degree programmes in Social Care, Early Childhood Care and Education, and Marketing and Management are now available through the CAO at LIT in Ennis for
September commencement. Possibilities for new evening
courses and professional learning will also be opened up.
Growth in student numbers and a positive approach by LIT
to reaching out to other towns in the region has resulted in
this project to bring student numbers to about 120, which
is a doubling of LIT student numbers, bringing vitality and
foot fall to the town.
This is a real vote of confidence in Clare. This new facility adds to the educational options available to people locally, while at the
same time enabling LIT and the Council to work together to respond to the needs of business and industry in Clare.
Attracting a third level institution to invest in Ennis is a key target of the Ennis 2040 Economic and Spatial Strategy. This investment
by LIT, supported by Clare County Council, will deliver a significant social and economic boost to Munster’s largest town.
While the economy will benefit from this, it also improves the experience of LIT students in Ennis, blending campus-based college
life with town centre living.
The property solution also involves the re-use of buildings which have been vacant for about 10 years and this is a key objective of
the Council for the regeneration of Ennis Town Centre.
The following CAO programmes will be available at the LIT Ennis Campus in September of 2019:
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LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE CLARE
Employment Numbers 2018

• Local Enterprise Office jobs figures for 2018, announced by
Heather Humphreys T.D. Minister for Business, Enterprise and
Innovation and Pat Breen T.D., Minister for Trade, Employment,
Business, EU Digital Single Market and Data Protection, show
that 104 net jobs were created by Local Enterprise Office Clare
supported companies last year.

Local Enterprise Week
LEO Clare launched this year’s Local Enterprise week which will
take place from March 4th to 8th.
Twenty one training events, information seminars, mentor
sessions and business advice clinics will take place around
the county with the final event being the National Enterprise
Awards County Final.
The week will also include the Clare county finals of the Student
Enterprise Awards.

This brings the total number employed in local enterprises to
1,270. Since the establishment of the Local Enterprise Office in
April 2014, local businesses have created 752 net jobs.
Photo below right: Heather Humphreys TD, Minister for
Business, Enterprise, and Innovation and Pat Breen TD, Minister
of State for Trade, Employment, Business, EU Digital Single
Market and Data Protection, with Padraic McElwee, Head of
Enterprise, Local Enterprise Clare at LEO Jobs Announcement.

Evaluation Committee (EVAC)
LEO Clare held their first EVAC meeting on 26th February. Three
businesses were approved grant aid totalling €146,950.

Mid West Regional Enterprise Plan
Padraic McElwee, Head of Enterprise; Minister of State Pat
Breen, Minister Heather Humphreys and Liam Conneally,
Director of Economic Development pictured at the launch of
the Mid West Regional Enterprise Plan at Lisheen, Tipperary.

Training Programmes
• LEO Clare held five training programmes and information
seminars throughout the month of February which were
attended by over 80 participants.
Programmes included a Marketing on a Budget and a Website
Grant Information Seminar.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

Winter Maintenance

• DTTaS has just announced its road grant allocations for 2019.
The total allocation available to Transportation in 2019 for Regional and Local roads improvement and maintenance as well as
Bridge Rehabilitation is €18.5m which represents a 6% increase
in funding from DTTaS’ allocation to Transportation of €17.4m
in 2018.

The status of the Winter Maintenance is that we currently have
2,800 tonnes of salt in Beechpark.
Currently we have enough salt for over 50 treatments of all
planned routes.

The main changes from the 2018 allocation relate to:
•
•
•
•
•

An increase in the Restoration Improvement grant of €0.83m
An increase in the Restoration Maintenance grant of €0.25m
An increase in the Discretionary grant of €0.488m
An increase in the Drainage Works grant of €0.448m
A reduction in the Specific Improvement Grant of €1.13m

The draft Schedule of Municipal District Works will be brought
before each MD during March.

PUBLIC LIGHTING

Speed Limit Review

1. A speed limits review was carried out during 2017 and 2018
2. The speed limits were adopted by Clare County Council by
Resolution on the 8th of October 2018.
3. The signage scheduling has been completed.
4. The installation / infrastructure will be implemented in early 2019.
5. The Commencement date for the new speed limits is 1 June 2019.

Road Design Office Projects
being developed in 2019
CURRENT PROJECTS

The key priorities in relation to public lighting include
complete changeover to LED technology, achievement of the
2020 Carbon footprint reduction target and replacement of
supporting infrastructure where required.
It was announced in late 2018 that the Road Management
Office (RMO) have been successful in securing €17.5 million
in support from the Climate Action Fund for the LA Public
Lighting Energy Efficiency Project nationally. This will form
part of the funding necessary for the delivery of the project.
Clare has confirmed its participation and has signed up to
be included in region 1 of the Local Authority Public Lighting
Energy Efficiency Project.
For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options
available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults:
• Internet: Direct reporting on airtricitysolutions.com
• Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions Call Centre@ 1850 372 772
• Local Authority Identification – via clarecoco.ie /
0656821616.

• O’Briensbridge Walkway Protection structures - On site - Ml & S
Boland (Contractor)
• L4506 Kilrush rd to Limerick Rd Traffic calming - On site – Ennis MD
• Inagh Bridge - Works complete
• N85 Clareabbey Roundabout - Design , Drawings, Feasibility Report
for traffic calming and pedestrian/cyclist facilities
• N68 Fahy’s Rd Kilrush Pedestrian Crossing - Design & RSA complete
• N68 Shaughnessy’s Cross - Feasibility Report, RSA, survey ongoing.
• R462 Cratloe Cross Pedestrian Crossing - Section 38 deadline for
submissions 8/3/19
• R458 Newmarket - Section 38 deadline for submissions 8/3/19
• Annagh Bridge - Tender Evaluation stage
• Aghy Bridge - Tender Evaluation stage
• Bunratty Castle Junction - Design of Traffic calming, junction
improvement, liaison with Shannon Group and local businesses
• EuroVelo 1 - Evaluation Report for Sport Ireland /ECF complete,
three sections to reassess – design, signage scheme & cost estimates
• Knockanean NS - Road Improvement scheme, land maps prepared
• N85 Shanaway Rd Junction, Ennis - Design , Drawings, Feasibility
Report for Junction Improvement
• R352/Corrovorrin Junction - review of junction options
• Housing Pre Planning: Ashline, Ennis , Kilmihil and NDFA Shannon
• Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy
Continued next page ----->
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PROJECTS ON WORK
PROGRAMME FOR 2019
• Clare Noise Action Plan 2018 - priorities and
Matrix assessment/ further Monitoring
• Update of the Road Schedule and reproduction of the old paper mapping
Low Cost Safety Schemes 2019
• L4010/ L8022 Y junction on a bend L4010
south of Flagmount.
• R462 Sixmilebridge
• R478 St Brigids Well
• L4506 Kilrush rd - Limerick Rd Traffic calming
•R469 Ballymacahill Cross Pedestrian crossing
• R458 Carmody St/Drumbiggle Rd, Ennis
• R474 Kilmaley

Road Safety Remedial Measure 2019
• N67 Hospital Cross Ennistimon to Lehinch
• N68 Beneden
• N67 Bend at Lisdeen
Bridge Rehabilitation
• Latoon Bridge Piers
• Inghid Bridge
• Quin Bridge
• Ballycorrick Bridge
• Pollagh Bridge
• Annagh Bridge
• Doorus West Bridge
• Kelly’s Pass Bridge
• Aghy Bridge
• Caherbarnagh Bridge
• Cloonanaha South Bridge

• Goleensallagh Bridge
• Breaghva Bridge
• New Bridge
• Mountievers Bridge
• Sixmilebridge Bridge
• Aughaglanna Bridge
• Barony Bridge
• Ballyvohan Bridge
• Barrly-Thomous Bridge – tender stage
• Stonepark Bridge – Design stage
Other Projects
• Doonbeg Traffic Calming
• Car park at Lemanagh Castle
• R469 Keevagh
• N67 Killimer Church review of Traffic calming

General Design Office – Projects being developed in 2019
• Ennistimon Innovation Centre & Office
• Ennis Digital Hub
• Cliffs of Moher Footpath Upgrade and
Extension to Carpark
• Quin Road Campus – Civil Defence HQ

• Killaloe Bypass-Shannon Crossing - Land
Registry Compliant Maps. 20% completed.
• Demolition of Brookville House,
Gort Rd Ennis
• Bindon Court Ennis and No 1 Bindon Street.

Capital Delivery/Project Management Office (PMO)
There were a number of positive announcements/developments
affecting PMO projects during the month of February. Some of the
highlights include:
• Contractor commenced on site in Lahinch re Coastal Protection works
• Contractor appointed for the Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme
• Consultant appointed for the LIHAF scheme in Claureen
• TII approval to appoint Consultants for the N19 upgrade in Shannon
• €465k announced for Doolin Pier Visitor Services Building Project
The updated status of the main projects being worked on in the past
month is as follows:
• Killaloe Bridge and By-Pass – Work continues on the detailed design
with surveys and Ground Investigation being carried out on site which
will inform the final design. Land acquisition continues both through the
arbitration process and by agreement.
• Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – The Project Appraisal
suite of documents was completed in late Febraury and has now been
submitted to the Depatment for approval. Following consideration of
the Appraisal by DTTaS and the TII, the Council would expect approval to
proceed to the next stage of the Project which will include CPO and EIS.
• Ennistymon Inner Relief Road & Bridge Crossing (Blakes Corner) –
The Project Steering group, comprising of CCC, TII, the Midwest Regional
Design Office (MWRDO) and Consultants (Roughan O’Donovan), meeting
was held in mid February. The DRAFT CPO schedule and associated
drawings are nearing completion and will be submitted for TII approval
prior to publishing. Technical assessment of the bridge design is being
carried out in consultation with TII in parallel.
• N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme – Ground Investigation works
commenced on site last week, the outcome of which will inform the
detailed design. This work is continuing and it is hoped to be in a position
to brief the Ennis MD Councillors and the affected landowners later this
month on the detail of the final route within the safeguard corridor.
• N19 Shannon Airport Access Road – The Steering Group, comprising
of CCC, TII and the Midwest Regional Design Office (MWRDO), met
last week where we were advised that approval was imminent for the
appointment of Consultants for Phases 1 – 4. This allows us now to
seek tenders for this work over the coming weeks and have Consultants
appointed in May 2019. Given that it will be a number of years before

• Speed Limit Review
The signage scheduling has been completed.
The installation and infrastructure will be
implemented in early 2019. The commencement date for the speed limits is 1 June 2019.

Construction commences, we will shortly make an interim application
to TII for funding for the removal of the Security Hut, resurfacing of the
road and some landscaping to the verges.
• Shannon Town & Environs Flood Relief Scheme – The aforementioned
is the official name for the combined Shannon Estuary Embankment
project and the Shannon Town Flood Risk Management Plan under
CFRAMS. Tender Documents are now being prepared to appoint a
Consultant to progress the Shannon Town and Environs flood relief
scheme. It is intended to have Consultants appointed in May 2019.
• Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – A letter of acceptance was issued
to the successful Tenderer, Ward & Burke, in late February with Contracts
due to be signed on March 11th. Negotiations with affected landowners
are continuing in parallel with construction work commencing on site in
late March/early April.
• Doolin Pier Visitor Services Building – Following the award of €465k
RRDF in February, we can now move at pace with the detailed design,
planning permission and tender preparation for the construction of the
Visitor Service Building and ancillary site works at the pier. In this regard
we had a progress group meeting with the Design Team last week to
review the programme of work to be carried out so that we can deliver
the works in the shortest possible timeframe.
• West Clare Railway Greenway: Unfortunately, as no award of RRDF
or Greenway specific funding was received on this occasion following
our recent applications, other sources of likely funding are now been
examined. In the meantime, preliminary work continues.
• CFRAMs: Further meetings of the Steering Group comprising of
Clare County Council, OPW regional, OPW national (and the Shannon
Group in regard to the Shannon Town & Environs scheme) took place in
February following which Tender documents are being prepared for the
appointment of Consultants to progress the Kilkee Flood Relief Scheme.
The six yearly review of the Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments (PFRAs)
has commenced so we will be contacting Councillors over the next
month for assistance in the data gathering exercise to ensure we have as
much detail as possible.
• LIHAF: Following a tender competition, RPS Consulting Engineers
have been appointed to carry out the detailed design of the proposed
road connecting the N85 at the Claureen Roundabout with the junction
of Drumcliff Road and Lees Roads. Engagement with the principle
landowners affected and the Department continues.
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STORM DAMAGE
The updated position in regard to the various Coastal and Flood/Storm damaged works is as follows:

PROJECT

CURRENT SITUATION

Cloughaninchy

Tender documents and drawings are being finalised.

Liscannor Bay

The Office of Public Works has been in contact with Clare County Council with regard to this project. They
are currently reviewing the Coastal Flooding and Erosion Risk Management Study and will be reverting
with their observations and recommendations.

Lahinch South

L & M Keating commenced work on site in mid February. Work is to be completed by December but the
contractor hopes to be completed much earlier. There will be no works during the Summer months.

Whitestrand
Miltown Malbay

An application for a coastal protection scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal erosion protection scheme has been submitted to the OPW. At a recent meeting the OPW agreed to review
whether this scheme can now be prioritised.

Kilbaha

Coastal Flood and Erosion Risk Management Study completed and submitted to the OPW for observations and recommendations. At a recent meeting the OPW agreed to review on a priority basis whether
this scheme can progress to next stage of design.

Quilty

Consultants are currently producing revised flood and erosion maps based on new data and looking at
the options based on the revised mapping.

Doolin

Coastal Flooding and Erosion Risk Management Study completed and submitted to the OPW for observations and recommendations.

New Quay

Coastal Flooding and Erosion Risk Management Study completed and submitted to the OPW for observations and recommendations.

Spanish Point

An application for a coastal protection scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal
erosion protection scheme has been submitted to the OPW. OPW agreed to review whether this minor
works scheme can now be progressed.

WATER SERVICES

Flood Relief Schemes
The up to date position in relation to each of the areas
where Clare County Council has been progressing flood
relief schemes is as follows:
•
Springfield, Clonlara: Clare County Council met
with the Office of Public works and the Consultants last
week to discuss the issues raised in the draft feasibility
study report. A programme of work was agreed to progress
the project.
•
Miltown Malbay: The Office of Public Works
has been in contact with Clare County Council with regard
to the section 50 application and a number of substantial
clarifications have been requested. The Consultants are
now working on these clarifications.

Annual Service Plan and Headcount 2019
The Water Services Department of Clare Co Council continues to
deliver the water services function as per the Service Level Agreement
with Irish Water. The monthly KPI’s continue to be monitired by all of
the water services teams to achieve required targets.

Non-Domestic Metering
•
Murtyclough: An Application for funding has Reactive maintenance and new meter installation works have been
been submitted to the Office of Public Works, the outcome ongoing throughout the county. The procurement process for 100 new
meters is ongoing and these are expected to be delivered within the
of which is awaited.
next month.
•
Thomond Villas: A site meeting was held to
finalise the preliminary design. An application for funding Water Conservation
to the Office of Public Works to go to detailed design and The Operations team continued water conservation activity throughout
the county reacting to various increases in demand in Shannon and
planning has been submitted.
Ennis to assist local staff in locating leaks in the Network. The Find and
•
Minor Works Schemes: We continue to engage Fix team operated in the Clon Road and Gort Road District Metering
with the relevant personnel in the OPW in regard to the Areas in the Ennis Water Supply Zone during the month and Shareridge
various application schemes submitted and decisions on carried out night surveys on the Clarecastle Bridge and Ballybeg
Reservoir District Metering Areas. Water leakage in Ennis area has
same are awaited.
been reduced significantly in the past few months.
NEXT PAGE--->
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Asset Transfer Project

372 water & waste water assets, in Co Clare, have been identified to
date. Of these 50 are Non Operational/Non Transfer to Irish Water and
a further 154 have been completed and transferred to Irish Water. This
leaves a list of 168 assets to be dealt with and eventually transferred to
Irish Water which is broken down as follows:
• Pending - 37 assets are being discussed to be brought forward for
transfer to Irish Water in the coming months – these consist of straight
transfers and also some assets having to be subdivided by map/plan
once an agreement has been reached on the size of the plot containing
the asset to be transferred and right of ways etc.
• National Special Projects Office (NSPO) – This is a department
within Irish Water dealing with special projects including Facilitating
the Asset Transfers from Local Authorities - 6 assets are with the NSPO
for investigation to ascertain if they can be considered an underground
asset and can therefore be transferred by S.I. 13 of 2015.
• Property Registration Authority Ireland – One asset gone to PRAI to
be subdivided.
• 3rd Party/Unregistered assets - The remaining 121 assets identified
to be transferred to IW are on 3rd Party Registered lands (100) or
Unregistered Lands (21). Background work continues on these assets.
Procedures are being discussed and developed between IW and their
Legal Department to provide guidance as to how to deal with these 121
assets i.e. whether CCC applies for 1st registration with the Property
Registration Authority Ireland (PRAI) and then transfer to IW or if IW will
apply for 1st registration & who will pay Legal fees, registration fees etc.

CAPITAL PROJECTS
IW’s & (CCC’s) Capital Section is broken down into following sub-sections;
• Infrastructure Programmes: (major infrastructure projects)
• Capital Programmes: (minor projects)
• Network Programmes: (mains replacements / find and fix)
Irish Water refers to the different phases of a project as Gates.
• Gate 1. Concept Design and data gathering.
• Gate 2. Environmental Studies Detailed design and planning.
• Gate 3. Construction stage and handover
• Gate 4. Contract closeout

Infrastructure Programmes (Capital Projects)
Clare Capital Investment Plan (CIP) 2014–2016 Projects:
(continuing from 2016)
Kilfenora Waste Water Treatment Plant: Now at planning stage –
Clare County Council (as Planning Authority) are currently assessing
the planning application. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction
stage before the end of 2019.
Quin Waste Water Treatment Plant: Tender stage completed. This
contract has now been awarded under IW ECI (Early Contractor
Involvement) framework and is expected to advance to contract
commencement in March 2019.
Clonroadmore Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: As part of the
Ennis Main Drainage Plan Ennis North’s Waste Water Treatment Plant,
Clonroadmore More WwTP, received an upgrade and this was completed
in November 2017. Irish Water have confirmed that new blower units
will be installed as part of an energy efficiency programme which will
help with further noise reduction. In addition some upgrading works are
also now scheduled for the old clarifier. The inlet screens at both the
Francis Street and Tulla Road pumping stations are also under review.

Clare Capital Investment Plan 2017–2021 Projects
Lahinch Waste Water Treatment Plant: Gate 1: Concept design report
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at draft stage. Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed design and environmental
evaluation and thereafter advancing to planning stage in 2020.
Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end of 2021.
Ennistymon Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: Gate 1: Concept
design report at draft stage. Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed design and
environmental evaluation and thereafter advancing to planning stage in
2020. Expectation to go to Gate 3,construction stage before end of 2021.
Newmarket on Fergus Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: Gate
1: Concept design report at draft stage. Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed
design and environmental evaluation and thereafter advancing to
planning stage in 2020. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage
before the end of 2021.
Shannon (2no projects):
a) Interim upgrade of the Waste Water Treatment Plant. Project at Gate
2, tender stage. Construction expected to commence in Summer 2019.
b) Gate 1 studies, for the agglomeration, have commenced. Progressing
to Gate 2 - detailed design & planning thereafter. Expectation to go to
Gate 3 – construction stage – not determined at this stage.

Clare Untreated Agglomerations Study (UTAS) Projects:
(project period 2017-2021)
RPS are the appointed Consulting Engineer. A Design Inception Report
has been submitted and accepted by IW. The projects under UTAS have
progressed through pre-planning stage and detailed design. In May
2018, public information sessions were held in Clarecastle, Kilrush and
Kilkee during May 2018, Ballyvaughan and Liscannor were completed
in September and October respectively. Planning applications are
commencing with Kilrush expected to be lodged by IW in Q1 2019.
Kilrush Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: Gate 2 – detailed design
near completion. Planning to be submitted early 2019. Landowner/
wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing. Expectation to go to Gate
3 – construction stage before the end of 2020 and completed by end
2021.
Clarecastle Waste Water Treatment Plant: Currently waste water
in Clarecastle is pumped untreated into the river Fergus via Quay Rd
pumping station. Under Irish Waters UTAS project it is expected that
in 2019 the waste water collected at Quay Rd pumping station will be
diverted via a new waste water pipeline to Clareabby WwTP. Gate
2 – detailed design near completion. Site Investigation works have
commenced which will better inform exact route selection. Landowner/
wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing. Expectation to go to Gate
3 – construction stage before the end of 2019 and completed by end
2019 / early 2020.
Liscannor Waste Water Treatment Plant: Gate 2 – detailed design near
completion. Planning submission expected in Q1 2019. Landowner/
wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing. Expectation to go to Gate
3 – construction stage before the end of 2020 and completed by end
2021.
Ballyvaughan Waste Water Treatment Plant: Gate 2 – detailed design
near completion. Public consultation held and planning submission
expected in Q2 2019. Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process
ongoing. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end
of 2020 and completed by end 2021.
Kilkee Waste Water Treatment Plant: Environmental Impact Assessment
Report required – will take approx 10months to complete which will
be quarter 4 of 2019. Gate 2 – detailed design cannot be completed
until outcome of EIA is known. Planning submission – programmed for
Q4 2019/Q1 2020. Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process
ongoing. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the
end of 2020 and completed by end 2021.
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Capital Programmes: (minor Capital Works)
Francis St Ennis Foul Storm Pumps Upgrade: Project Commenced
mid November 2018 and is ongoing with an anticipated completion in
March 2019 subject to resolving outstanding electrical issues.
Inlet Works Project: This is a national project reviewing and ultimately
upgrading various inlet receiving structures including storm tanks and
sludge handling In Clare the following are within this project •
Inagn WwTP
•
Clareabby WwTP
•
Miltown Malbay WwTP
The following are other national projects with which Clare are involved
in (at various stages)
National Certificate of Authorisation (NCAP): This Programme will
review all EPA Certified Wastewater plants with a P.E. of less than 500
and their impact on receiving waters. Ballycannon and Kilmihil WWTP’s
in Co. Clare have been included in the first round of assessments. RPS
has prepared Site Option Reports for both plants which are currently
under review.
Sludge Satellites:
Clareabbey WWTP has been assessed as a potential satellite dewatering
centre for the purpose of treating imported sludge from surrounding
WWTP’s. Jacobs Tobin has issued their report which is currently under
consideration by Irish Water.
Network Programmes Mains Replacement Works:
Irish Water confirmed at a meeting with Clare County Council Water
Services staff on Jan 10th, 2019 that the programme for construction
by Healy-Rae Plant Hire Ltd., working on behalf of Irish water, is as
follows (all dates are in 2019 unless otherwise noted):
1. Bealaha Watermains Rehab works commenced 25th February using
directional drilling with good progress achieved to date.
2. Mullagh Miltown Malbay Watermains Rehab May 24th – January
26th, 2020.
3. Scarriff mains rehabilitation works phase 1 are now complete which
will facilitate the footpath replacement works.
Shareridge, working on behalf of Irish Water, have provided the
following programme:
1. Doonbeg Watermains Rehabilitation: April (exact date to be
confirmed by Irish Water )
2. Ennistymon Main Street Watermains Rehabilitation: 18th March
2018- 20th April
3. Dereen to St Brigid’s Well Watermains rehabilitation: 25th March –
10th April to coincide with MD road closure works .
4. Clonlara Main Street 300m 11th March- 25th March

Water & Waste Water Operations
The following statistics provide an indication of the level of activity /
work being carried out by the water and waste water teams throughout
the county from 29th January to 27th February 2019. The figures do
not however reflect the time invested by the teams which is required
to resolve each complaint /issue.

•
48 Outage Notices were placed on the IW portal during
February
A major leak repair was undertaken in Rosmadda on the rising main
feeding the Roo Reservoir on 19 Feb and complications associated with
repair resulted in a delay in completion. Water supply to the Parteen
Area was shut-off overnight on Feb 20th. Tankers were placed at
strategic locations by Council staff as an alternative supply to customers
in the Area. Supply in the area was returned to normal on Feb 21st.
EIMS (Environmental Information Management system): The AERs
( Annual Environmental Returns ) for waste water treatment plants
have been returned to Irish Water for review & submission to the EPA
via the new EIMS (Environmental Information Management system)
module. It is anticipated that this new module will streamline the
preparation of these reports in the future.
Outages: There were no major outages to report in Waste Water
Operations in February.
Rural Water Programme:
In february the Department of Housing, Planning and Local
•
Government published the “Framework for Multi –Annual Rural Water
programme 2019-2021”.
•
Nationally €75 million has been committed by the
Department to the three year programme with €23 million being
provided in 2019.
The Council have requested Group Water Schemes to submit
•
funding proposals for consideration under the Programme.
The Rural Water Team are currently preparing, on a priority
•
schemes and project basis, bids for grant assistance under the
Programme. This process will be completed and submitted to the
Department by mid march 2019.
Subsidy Applications received continue to be assessed and all
•
group water schemes are encouraged to apply for the annual subsidy
funding towards the operating costs (incurred in 2018) of providing
domestic water to households supplied by the schemes.
The Rural Water Team continue to work with schemes
•
to ensure their members have a robust and sustainable quality and
quantity supply of water available to them.

ENNIS MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Relocation to Buttermarket: On Monday 18th February, 2019, the
technical and administration back office staff of Ennis MD have been
co-located in order to enhance the capacity of the Ennis MD team to
respond to the challenges and opportunities in the Ennis MD.
Grass cutting contract 2019-2020: The grass cutting contract for the
Ennis and Clarecastle areas has been tendered again for a two year
period. The assessment process is at an advanced stage and it is
expected that a contractor will be appointed in March.
Tree Maintenance Contract 2019:Two separate lots of tree maintenance
work have been sent to Specialist contractors for quotation for 73 no.
items which came to the council’s attention in recent months.
Road improvement works in Ennis: The resurfacing of the access road
to the Lees Road complex was completed in February. Planned upgrade
works at Kilrush Rd/Carmody St. junction commenced last week. Works
on the low cost safety scheme at Clonroadmore are ongoing.

•
20 Customer Complaints were dealt with to-date
•
We had no Emergency Work Orders during the timeframe
•
419 Reactive Maintenance Work Orders were dealt with and
closed out
•
3 Customer Asset Flooding Work Order was attended to and
closed out
•
268 Service Requests (SR’s) were raised for Field Requests
and Follow On Work Orders for Reactive Maintenance work
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ENVIRONMENT
Capital Projects – Lahinch Visitor Toilet Upgrade Project
Works on the new and extended public toilets in Lahinch are
progressing on the site of the previous toilets at Seaworld.
Demolition has been completed, foundations and sub-floors
poured and external block-work is almost complete ahead of
the roof structure being installed. The project is expected to be
completed by May 2019.

Laboratory & Technical Support
Monitoring Program 2019: Clare County Council is required
to collect 295 river water samples in 2019. The calendar for
sampling was agreed with the EPA in December last with the
sampling spread evenly over the 12 months. To date 2 sampling
runs consisting of approximately 80 samples have been
completed with results forwarded to the EPA.
IW SLA: Clare County Council is required to sample and analyse
all public water supplies. The level of monitoring required is
agreed with Irish Water and is based on the population served.
The monitoring is spread evenly throughout the year and a
number of monitoring samples have been completed. The
analysis results are then forwarded to IW in agreed format.
Under the IW SLA Clare County Council monitors all discharges
from public wastewater treatment plants. The analysis results
are forwarded to IW on a monthly basis.

RMCEI – Recommended Minimum Criteria
for Environmental Inspections
The following teams of waste enforcement, laboratory
and technical support, water and scientific services and
the environmental awareness officer all contributed to the
submission of Clare Co Co’s annual RMCEI Plan (2019) and the
RMCEI Returns for 2018 for the EPA deadline of 15th February.
There is a significant body of work involved in these submissions
annually with teams having to collate data on licences/permits,
complaints, inspections, enforcements, prosecutions as well
as detailing any case studies undertaken during the year and
submit to the EPA in a prescribed format.

Group Water Schemes and Small Private Supplies: Clare
County Council is the Authority for regulating private water
supplies and undertakes in excess of 270 samples from these
supplies each year. The sampling and analysis has commenced
already for 2019 with one round of sampling (30 samples
approximately) completed.
National Inspection Plan for Domestic Waste Water Treatment
Systems: A number of re-inspections have been undertaken to
assess progress on compliance with Advisory Notices and to
assess new installations and upgrades. A number of notices have
been closed on satisfactory compliance with requirements. It is
hoped that the majority of open Advisory Notices will be closed
prior to commencing new inspections in 2019. In Clare we are
required to undertake 39 inspections of domestic wastewater
treatment systems per year.

Environmental Awareness

Water and Scientific Services

Green School Assessments
An Taisce Green School Assessments commenced this month.
Green Schools is operated by the Environmental Education
Unit of An Taisce in partnership with Clare County Council.
It is an international environmental education programme,
environmental management system and award scheme.
It acknowledges long-term whole school action for the
environment covering the themes of Litter and Waste, Energy,
Travel, Water Biodiversity and Global Citizenship. Currently
there are 134 primary and secondary schools across Clare
registered for the Green Schools Programme and 117 schools
flying the Green Flag.

Water Pollution Complaints: Ten water pollution complaints
have been dealt with to date in2019. Two recorded in February.

National Tree Week
To celebrate National Tree Week, Clare County Council in
conjunction with the Tree Council of Ireland and Coillte are
making young native trees available FREE to Community Groups
for planting in public open spaces. Groups undertake to plant
these native trees in a suitable location, in its own locality during
National Tree Week. To express your interest in availing of these
free native trees, groups should contact Mairead Griffin in the
Environment Section of Clare County Council (065) 6846386 by
29th March 2019. The number of trees available to groups will
be based on overall demand.

Planning Section referrals: Planning referrals continue to be
processed in this section where specialist scientific reports are
required. Twelve development reports have been prepared and
submitted so far in 2019 and twenty-three forestry reports.
Farm Inspections under the Good Agriculture Practice (GAP)
Regulations 2017: Clare County Council carries out inspections
for the following reasons; to ensure compliance with the GAP
(Good Agricultural Practice) Regulations, following notifications
from the DAFM, pollution investigation or complaint
investigation. The 2019 farm inspections programme is due to
commence shortly.
River Basin Management Plan 2018-2021: Staff of Clare
County Council liaised with LAWPRO (Local Authority Waters
Programme) staff for a river-side public engagement meeting
along with ASSAP (Agricultural Sustainability Support and
Advisory Programme) in the Broadford River Catchment.
Demonstration of SSIS (Small Stream Impact Score/Assessment)
by LAWPRO staff was carried as well as discussions with
landowners, farmers and local residents who attended.
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Waste Management
Textiles:
Two tenders were received following advertisement for the
provision and servicing of textile banks at Clare Co Co recycling
centres/transfer stations and bring bank sites. These have been
assessed and a recommendation prepared to proceed through
to appointment of the successful tenderer.

Limerick Clare Energy Agency
Energy Management System:
The statutory energy reporting cycle has begun, under SI426.
Electricity and Gas data has been completed and returned. Thermal, transport & renewable energy is being compiled and analysed for submission by April 2019.
Energy Costs:
There has been a 12% increase in energy costs in the past 12
months of 2018 compared to the same period in 2017. The increase in energy costs is attributable to increase electricity use
for buildings and energy tariff cost increases.

of Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Circular
Circular No WP 11/18) form the nucleus of the inspection plan.
The priorities in the national plan for 2019 include;
Illegal Activity and Unaccounted for Waste.
•
Construction And Demolition Activity and capacity for
•
such waste.
Dealing with sites containing illegally deposited waste.
•
Issue of fines to individuals under the Litter Pollution Act 1997
remains ongoing with 9 fines issued for the month to date. Prosecutions remain ongoing in a number of cases and these are currently being progressed to court.
Enforcement of unauthorised and illegal waste activity remains
consistent with a number of directions, notices and warning letters issued to individuals who appear to be mismanaging their
waste. Follow up action by way of fines\prosecutions may ensue
should they fail to comply with the directions issued.
Training of environment wardens in drug litter and safe disposal
of drug litter took place in Limerick.

Energy Consumption:
While the energy cost increase is 12%, actual energy use has
reduced by 3% overall. There are increases in the quantity of
energy for pubic lighting, due to taking in charge.

In addition all wardens vans have received a new branding to increase their visibility and help deter illegal dumping \ fly tipping.

Energy Performance:
Clare County Council has achieved an energy performance of
17.8% towards the required 33% by 2020. Significant progress is
required over the coming two years. The percentage improvement is dependent upon the organisation energy consumed and
the performance metric. The percentage change is calculated
on the Monitoring & Reporting performance tool hosted by the
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland.

•

Gardening
Spring planting has commenced at various locations
around Ennis town and is quite evident at present.
Trees for National Tree Week are temporarily located in
the gardening centre and require ongoing management pending
distribution to registered community groups in March 2019.
•

Waste Enforcement
February saw a spike in environmental complaints to the Waste
Enforcement Section with over 240 complaints now registered
for action by the waste enforcement team. There have been a
number of significant fly tipping incidents taking place, most
notably in the Shannon area. These have been cleaned up with
the assistance of the Shannon MD staff and are currently being
investigated by our wardens.
Inspection targets have been set under the RMCEI Plan for the
forthcoming year and will be worked through systematically by
the team. National waste priorities as set out by the Department

•

•

Sample planters for the Dubai Duty Free Irish Open have arrived
in the depot and a decision will be made on the most suitable
options in the coming weeks in conjunction with Clare County
Council’s event co-ordinator and MD staff.
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EMERGENCY SERVICES

Recent Training Courses

Chemical Incident at The Auburn Lodge

The following brigade training courses were held during February;
• 1 No. Instructor 1 Course
• 1 No. CPC Wearers Course (Hazardous Material)
• 2 No. Pump Operator Courses
• 2 No. Compartment Fire Behaviour Refresher Training Courses
• 1 No. ESDS Theory Course

Three units from Ennis and two units from Shannon attended a
chemical incident in the basement of the Auburn Lodge Hotel on
Monday 18th February. Chlorine was detected in flood water and
Clare Fire Service were involved in the clean-up of the site.

As part of the continuous Major Emergency Management training
& preparations, a Major Emergency Management Information
Manager Training Course was provided to a number of agencies
in February including participants from Clare County Council. The
Course was facilitated by Clare County Council on behalf of the Mid
West Major Emergency Management Regional Working Group.

Primary Schools Home Fire Safety Programme
Letters have issued to all Primary Schools in Clare with regard to
the Primary Schools Home Fire Safety Programme and we are
currently in the process of setting up appointments with local
Fire Service Personnel to visit each school in the next number of
months. The objective of the programme is to educate children
about the dangers of fire so that they in turn will bring the message
home and thus enhance fire safety in the home and the community.
Presentations will be given to groups of 3rd and 4th class students.
The presentation will be interactive and provide all students with
a “Safety Team” pack, together with various fire safety advice,
stickers, games and home checks. It is anticipated that all visits will
be completed by end of School term.

Clare Civil Defence
Operational Duties

Recruitment of Retained Fire Service Personnel
Following interviews held in February for Retained Fire Service
Personnel, four new recruits will be attending a Fire Fighting Sills
Course for Recruit Fire Fighters in Foynes on February 25th for a
period of 3 weeks. On successful completion of this course, the
new recruits will be allocated positions in the following stations:
Shannon, Scariff, Killaloe and Kilrush.
Positions have been re-advertised for a number of stations and the
recruitment process will continue in the coming weeks for these
stations.

Civil Defence provided medical cover for the following events:
• National Hurling League, Teenage Disco held in the Queen’s Hotel
as part of a joint initiative between Clare CD and An Garda Siochana,
“Run Clare” race series in Barefield and Quilty, 4 mile charity run in
aid of the Clare Crusaders.
• Members of the Drone Team carry out footage for various
Departments of the Council.
Members Training & Professional Development
Various members completed Search & Rescue Team (SAR) evening
training exercise, Emergency First Responder (EFR) exams, Boat
Crew training & familiarisation session and Fire safety talk and
demonstration in the use of fire extinguishers for a local unit of
Scouting Ireland during February.

Fire & Building Control Section (Main Activities)

FEB 2019 (up to 25th)

2019 TOTAL

Number of Emergency Calls Attended

56

154

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received

9

14

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted

3

12

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated

1

1

Number of Disability Access Certificates Received

7

13

Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted

2

10

Number of Commencement Notices Received

37

73

Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints

2

3
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FEBRUARY IN PICTURES
AROUND THE COUNCIL

Leonard Cleary, Director of Rural Development, Clare
County Council, pictured at the Good Practice in Local
Government Seminar in Kilkenny alongside Michael
McCarthy, Chair NOAC; Jackie Maguire, Chair of CCMA; and
John Paul Phelan, Minister of State for Local Government.

Ennis St. Patrick’s Day Parade 2019 Grand Marshal, Mary
Fitzgerald of Clare Haven Services and Haven Horizons pictured
with Mayor of Ennis Councillor Clare Colleran Molloy.

Councillor Paul Murphy pictured at the handover of a
cheque for €4065 to The Clare Mental Health Association.
The funds were raised through the ‘When in Doubt - Pedal
it Out’ charity cycle, which Cllr. Murphy took part in and
helped to co-ordinate with Chief Fire Officer Adrian Kelly.

Councillor Pat Hayes, Chair of the Rural Development
SPC, pictured at the Clare County Council-hosted Tourism
Networking Event at the Inn at Dromoland on February 28th.

The Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience won the ‘Best Wild
Atlantic Way Tourism Experience Over 50,000 Visitors’
category at the Irish Tourism Industry Awrads 2019, which
were held in Dublin recently.

Cllr Clare Colleran Molloy, Mayor of Ennis, and Niamh Wiley
(Rural & Community Development Officer, Clare County Council)
pictured in Cloughleigh with Flan Brennan, Finbar Piggott, Tommy
Whitney, Paddy Smith, John McNamara, Carmel O’Grady and
John Lavery of the Ennis West Men’s Shed organising committee
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