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A new three-year strategy aimed at improving physical and 
mental health in County Clare was launched in March 2019 at 
Glór, Ennis, by Minister of State for Health Promotion, Catherine 
Byrne, T.D., and Mayor of Clare, Councillor Michael Begley.

The Healthy Clare Strategic Plan 2019-2021 is being implemented 
by Clare LCDC (Local Community Development Committee) 
and aims to deliver of a range of activities that will underpin 
the health and wellbeing of the people of County Clare.  The 
Plan identifies a number of community-based activities that 

will impact positively on people lives in terms of their physical, 
mental and sexual health and which will also challenge and 
combat the negative effects of tobacco, alcohol and other drugs.

Mayor of Clare, Councillor Michael Begley, said, “What this 
Strategy does is lay the foundations for all decision making by 
the members of the LCDC in supporting the delivery of a range 
of activities that will underpin the health and wellbeing of the 
people of County Clare. The delivery of this blueprint will also be 
enabled by the Healthy Ireland Fund.”

Minister launches new plan for a Healthy Clare 

Students of Holy Family N.S., Ennis, pictured at Glór for the launch of the Healthy Clare Strategic Plan 2019-2021 with L-R, Monica Meehan, Senior Execu-
tive Officer; Hugh Connolly, Principal, Holy Family N.S.; Pat Dowling, Chief Executive, Mayor of Clare Michael Begley; Minister of State for Health Promotion, 
Catherine Byrne, T.D.; Andrew Dundas, Chair of Clare LCDC, Leonard Cleary, Director of Service, Karen Fennessy, Healthy Clare Co-ordinator. 
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The communities of Bunratty, Ennis and Westbury will represent County Clare in the 2019 IPB Pride of Place competition.  Three 
separate projects have been nominated by the Rural Development Directorate of Clare County Council to participate in annual 
all-island competition, which is run by Co-operation Ireland and aims to recognise and celebrate the vital contributions that 
communities make to society.   

Bunratty Local Development Association has been nominated in the Community Tourism Initiative category. Formed five years 
ago, the Association’s activities are focused on regenerating the heart of the village through restoration works, landscaping and 
maintaining the village to the highest possible standard. Among the projects undertaken to date By local volunteers is the restora-
tion of monuments, planting, landscaping, two new heritage style bus shelters in village centre, using local skills and labour and a 
new gateway to the graveyard and old mediaeval church – which is the oldest building in Bunratty. 

Ennis Tidy Towns has been nominated to participate in Category 5, for towns with a population of over 5,000 people.  Now one the 
longest serving Tidy Towns groups in the country, the group has for 30 years championed community-led projects which foster a 
sense of place, promote engagement, all of which makes Ennis a wonderful place to live, work and visit. Current activities include 
community arts initiatives, clean-ups, climate change campaigns, sustainability and waste management projects and enhancing 
local green spaces for pollinators and biodiversity.

The Moorings, Westbury, has been nominated to take part in Category 10 (Housing Estates) of the competition. Built 25 years 
ago and home to 900 homes, the estate is home to the Moorings Pond which residents maintain in the middle of the large green 
area. Various Plants were introduced and now the pond is home to a flock of Mallard and Moorhen among many other species 
of wildlife. Elderly residents from the local Nursing home and children with their parents regularly visit to observe the bird activ-
ity.  Residents are currently engaging with the wider community to develop wildlife sections on Greens by continuing to organize 
Environmental Walks and Talks throughout the Estate.

Mayor of Clare Michael Begley described the competition as the ‘Oscars of the Community Sector’ as they “celebrate the often 
unsung work of community groups that selflessly work to make local neighbourhoods a better place to live in, work in or visit.”

He added, “An integral part of the success of our participating projects in previous years has been the continued support of the 
wider community particularly during the judging stage later in the summer.  During the coming weeks and months, Clare County 
Council will be assisting the participating project with their preparations.”

Judging for Pride of Place 2019 takes place between June and 
August with winners, runners up and special award recipients 
receiving a trophy and a small monetary prize at an awards cer-
emony on 30th November at the Lyrath Estate Hotel in County 
Kilkenny.

Clare has enjoyed considerable success in the competition dur-
ing recent years with Shannon being named overall winner of 
Category 5 for population centres of over 5,000 people in 2018.  
Previous successes include a ‘Special Award for the villages of Co-
oraclare and Cree in 2017, a first place award for Doonbeg Com-
munity Development in 2015, Killaloe and Tuamgraney’s Runner-
Up finishes in 2014 and Miltown Malbay’s first place award in 

2013. Clare County Council also won a special award in 2014 for its contribution to the competition since it was first established 
in 2003.

Three communities to represent Clare in Pride of Place 
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Staff of the West Clare Municipal District make final 
preparations for the Dubai Duty Free Irish Open in Lahinch

Cllr Clare Colleran Molloy (Mayor of Ennis, and Siobhan O’Reilly, Joe Spellissy and John Treacy of the Rural Develop-
ment Directorate pictured at Ennis Mart in late May with the Property Marking equipment - the Telesis Dot Peen 

Liscannor Road Car Park redesigned and 
resurfaced with new lighting Golf Green in construction at Inagh

Frawleys Lane, Lahinch resurfaced with 
new drainage system and pedestrian lining

New extended promenade at Lahinch

 RURAL DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATE SERVICES

Pics by The Clare Echo /Martin Connolly
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         FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES 

The Elected Members of Clare County Council hosted a Joint Civic Reception for four high achieving Clare sports figures following 
the May Monthly Meeting in the Council Chamber, Áras Contae an Chláir, on 13 May.

The Civic Reception honoured Emma Barrett for winning a gold medal in swimming at the Special Olympics World Games in Abu 
Dhabi, Marguerite (Mairead) Moroney and Jean Molony for their silver medal in golf at the Special Olympics World Games, and Noel 
McNamara from O’Callaghan’s Mills who guided the Irish Under-20 Rugby Team to a Six Nations Grand Slam in March of this year.

CORPORATE SERVICES

COUNCIL HONOURS 
CLARE’S SPORTING HEROES

Local Elections Count
The Corporate Team worked in partnership with the 
County Registrars Team for the set up and the co-
ordination of the Referendum, European and Local 
Elections Count in the West County Hotel on the 
weekend of 25-26th May.  Pics by The Clare Champion.

Breastcheck Unit:
The Facilities Team facilitated the set up of the Breastcheck Unit in the Council Car Park in May.  
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CORPORATE SERVICES
cont’d

Register Of Electors
The final date for receipt of applications to the Supplementary 
Register of Electors was 7th May, 2019. 2434 applications were 
received and processed. On completion of the supplement the 
following were the numbers of Local Government Electors per 
Local Electoral Area.

Ennis LEA  22,744
Ennistymon LEA   13,920
Killaloe LEA   16,040
Kilrush LEA   18,014
Shannon LEA   22,467
Total:    93,185

Freedom of Information & Data Protection:

• The Data Protection Officer is continuing to work with the 
regional group to develop policies for the full implementation 
of GDPR. Data Protection Impact Assessments are being 
implemented for new processing activities in the Council.

• Statistics to 31/5/19
- 14 Access Requests (Data Protection)
- 63 Freedom of Information Requests
- 6 Freedom of Information Internal Review applications
- 1 appeal to Information Commissioner

Procurement:  

•  The following tender competitions were published in May 
2019.

Tender Description Deadline Date

Bindon Court Educational Facility 24th of May 

New Solar Powered Pay & Display Parking Machines & 
Installation for 2019-2023 

31st of May

Estate Completion and Remedial Works at Gort Leamhan 
and Gort na hAbhna, Rosevan, Ennis

31st of May

Provision of Services for the assessment of the general 
condition of the Errina-Plassy section of the former 
Limerick-Killaloe navigation.County Clare

4th of June

Public Lighting Maintenance for Clare County Council and 
Limerick City & County Council

7th of June

St. Senans Terrace, Kilrush  - ITT to Contractors for Exten-
sion and Renovations to House No.’s 5 and 6, St. Senans 
Terrace, Kilrush, Co. Clare for Clare County Council

11th June

HUMAN RESOURCES
•    
Clare County Council Human Resources Department has 
retained its ‘Gold Standard’ certification for 2019 from the 
National Standards Authority of Ireland following the annual 
two-day audit held during May. During the audit a number 
of HR processes and practices were evaluated and reviewed 
while a number of staff from across the organisation attended 
workshop sessions to provide input.  

•    
Information Sessions to the staff of our Fire Service continued 
in May with briefings (full day sessions) being delivered in Ennis 
and Kilkee. Following introductions by Fire Service Management 
there were a number of talks given relating to Welfare, Learning 
& Development, HR Practices, Corporate Services and Health 
and Safety. These talks were followed with team building 
sessions.

•    
During the month there were ‘Health & Fitness Ireland’ 
Information talks delivered to staff over two sessions in the 
Council Chamber. This was followed by the rollout of the Health 
Screening Programme over 2 weeks. In excess of 400 staff 
attended this Welfare and Partnership initiative.

•    
Some 173 staff attended 13 courses arranged through the 
Learning & Development unit during the month. Courses 
delivered included: H&S Line Manager training, Age Friendly 
Communication, E Tenders, Lifeguard, Managing Information 
Systems and Vehicle Restraint System Design.

•    
Recruitment Competitions continue to progress with the 
approximately 400 applicants being interviewed for the open 
Clerical Officer competition. A number of posts have been 
advertised in this month’s ‘Banner Bulletin’ which will also 
appear in the Clare Champion.
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Election fever has passed; we welcome both the 
new and returning Councillors and look forward 

to working together for the people of Clare.

HOUSING
In the midst of the election the work of the Directorate con-

tinued with intensity and with a particular focus on the needs 
of those that find themselves homeless or at risk of home-
lessness. Housing supply remains the critical issue and in that 
regard this Council is working with those who expressed an 
interest in providing social housing following the recent call 
for proposals. It is hoped some of these developments will 
come to fruition and secure the pipeline for housing delivery 
to 2021.   The following table indicates the number of people 
accommodated in social housing in Clare by MD:

*Includes RAS and long term and short term leased properties
The table above does not include properties made available by Approved 
Housing Bodies in the County. 

The Department have introduced a new 75-week period for 
the construction of schemes under the Capital Assistance 
Scheme (CAS) by Approval Housing Bodies.  This period in-
cludes time to advance projects through design, planning, 
procurement and appointment of contractors prior to start of 
construction on site. The parallel timeline for construction of 
local authority housing is 59 weeks.

House Purchases: The Council is continuing to sign con-
tracts and close sales for the dwellings purchased earlier this 
year.  We have been notified by the Department that a small 
number of additional purchases will be considered for ap-
plicants who require to be immediately prioritised.  This will 
help to meet our own needs and those of Approved Housing 
Bodies who have a number of applicants with disabilities on 
their waiting lists which require to be prioritised in terms of 
housing accommodation. 

Affordable Purchase Arrangements: New Affordable House 
Purchase Arrangements have been introduced under Part V 
of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2009.  In ac-
cordance with our statutory obligations, Clare County Coun-
cil adopted a scheme of priority for affordable dwelling pur-
chase arrangements at the May Council meeting. 

Clare County Council has been included in the second Call 
for Funding and has made a submission under the Serviced 
Site Fund. This Fund has been set up to support the cost of 
the provision of infrastructure which will assist in meeting 
the costs of developing Schemes and enable the Council to 
provide a discount to affordable purchasers. A sum of up to 
€50,000 per house is being provided. The Council is awaiting 
a decision on the applications with the Department before 
proceeding further.
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Homelessness: The Clare Homeless Action Team (HAT) provides 
services to anyone who is homeless or at risk of losing their home. 
The HAT office is open to the public from 9.30am-1pm Mon-Fri in the 
Housing Section, Aras Contae an Chláir and the HAT team can also be 
contacted on 065 684 6291.  
As of week ending 24th May 2019, the homeless figures indicate full 
occupancy of 13 beds at Laurel Lodge and there are also 62 adults 
and 49 children in emergency accommodation across 17 hotel and 
B&B providers.  Works to the family HUB at Cusack Lodge are ongoing 
with the family HUB to begin accommodation homeless families in 
early July.
The interagency Homeless Action Team is now in place and is 
concentrating on successful exits from homeless services as well as 
catering to the needs of those in the service. 

Update on Capital Projects:
SHIP Capital  Approved Current stage  Commencement   Completion  

Clonlara  9  Under construction by Pat Keogh 
Construction Ltd. 

20 November  
2018  

Q4 2019 

Feakle  13  Under construction by Custy Construction  5th Nov  2018  Q4 2019 

Quilty  18  Contract Commenced Martins Construction  25th April 2019  Q3 2020 

Roslevan, Ennis  8  Contract Commenced  
K&D Whelan Construction Ltd. 

25th April 2019 Q2 2020 

Ashline, Ennis  40  Await Stage 2 approval from the Dept. Part 
VIII Lodged 

Q1 2020  Q3 2021 

Tullyglass Shannon  21  Project to recommence following announc- 
ement of funding for embankment works 

Q2 2020 Q4 2021 

Ballaghboy TAU 5 Design process ongoing Q2 2020 Q1 2021 

Miltown Malbay 27 Design Team appointed and Stage 2 
application being prepared. 

Q1 2020 Q3 2021 

Shannon NDFA  51 Tender evaluation complete. Q4 2019 Q1 2021 

Tulla  22 Tender for Design Team on-going. Stage 2 
application being prepared. 

Q2 2020 Q4 2021 

Newmarket on 
Fergus  

18 Tender for Design Team on-going. Stage 2 
application being prepared.  

Q2 2020 Q3 2021 

Kilmihil 2 Await Single Stage approval from Dept. Part 
VIII Lodged. 

Q4 2019 Q3 2020 

Sixmilebridge  2 Await Single Stage approval from Dept.  
Planning in place. 

Q3 2019 Q1 2020 

Subtotal 236    

CAS - Cahercalla 
Phase 2  
(Cuan an Chláir) 

15 CAS Construction, Stage 4 submitted to 
DHPLG for approval on 29.5.2019.   

March 2019 Q2 2020 

Roslevan 
(CoOperative 
Housing Ireland) 

2 CALF Turnkey. 3 units were delivered with 
the 2 remaining units to be delivered in 
2019 

Q1 2018 Q2 2019 

Bruachlan, Westbury 
(CoOperative 
Housing Ireland) 

22 CALF - Property transfer complete, CHI to 
commence procurement of design team. 

Q4 2019 Q3 2021 

Tullyvarraga,Shanno
n (CoOperative 
Housing Ireland) 

47 CALF Acquisition application approved 
works ongoing, expect stage delivery with 
units delivered in 2019 

Q2 2018 Q3 2019 

Meelick (Thomond 
Housing Association) 

4 CAS construction, works nearing completion Q1 2018 Q2 2019 

Clonlara (Newgrove 
Housing Association)  

4 CALF construction, works complete.   Q4 2017 Q1 2019 
 

Gleann Cora,  
Newmarket-on-
Fergus (Co-Operative 
Housing Ireland) 

31 CALF turnkey. To be delivered in 2020. Q3 2018 Q4 2020 

Subtotal 125 AHB delivery   

Total 361    

 Social Housing*  HAP  

Ennis 1091 629 

Shannon 480 138 

West Clare 976 372 

Killaloe 413 177 

Inter Authority HAP N/A 27 

TOTAL 2960 1343 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clonlara housing scheme under construction. 
Photograph taken on 27 May 2019
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HOUSING
Cont’d 

Incentivised Schemes: Repair and Lease (RLS) scheme – in order 
to attract more interest in this scheme this Council are proposing 
to offer letting agents a fee for successfully transitioning vacant 
properties into Repair to Lease arrangements.   

Housing Refurbishment and Maintenance: The management 
and turnaround of our housing stock to minimise voids is 
continuously assessed and hereunder is the activity in this 
regard:

*This figure does not include properties which have become 
vacant after 1st June nor does it include acquisitions and long-
term voids.

Rebuilding Ireland Affordable Loan: 21 number ‘Rebuilding 
Ireland Home Loan’ applications were received up to 29 May 
2019 and 4 loan applications were granted provisional approval 
during May. 65 enquiries were made regarding the Loan and 2 
loans were drawn down during this period. The loan scheme 
offers a fixed interest rate for credit worthy low to middle 
income first time buyers with a view to making home ownership 
more affordable. 

Grants: 
Pictured right is grant 
approval issued in 
May for Housing 
Adaptation, Housing 
Aid and Mobility Aid 
grants.
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SPORTS & RECREATION
ACTIVE ENNIS KILRUSH

 ACTIVE ENNIS LEISURE COMPLEX 

National Play and Recreation Grant Scheme 2019: The ‘Nation-
al Play & Recreation Grant Scheme 2019’ aims to help increase 
public awareness of the importance of play and recreation for 
children and young people.  The Department of Child and Youth 
Affairs has provided Clare County Council and all local authori-
ties a grant of €3,000 each to allocate to groups who wish to 
provide recreational and play activities to children and young 
people under 18 years for the ‘National Play & Recreation Grant 
Scheme 2019’.  The grant is targeted at groups who wish to pro-
vide “Back to Basics” themed activities for children and young 
people less than 18 years for this event during a date allocated 
by each local authority.  Clare County Council has specified to all 
its applicants that the one-day event much take place between 
22nd and 28th July 2019.  Active Ennis Leisure Centre has re-
ceived 17 applications before the closing day for all applications 
in May.  The €3,000 grant will be allocated to all successful ap-
plicants whose event is deemed worthy of funding.

#CallCara:  Active Ennis Leisure Complex is a participant in this 
new initiative which was started in Ennis, Co. Clare during 2019. 
#CallCara means “call a friend” – ensuring that any person who 
needs assistance has a safe place in which to request a call be 
made to a family member, friend or the gardai etc on their be-
half if they are not in a position to do so themselves.

Summer Activies for Children: All throughout the months of 
July and August Active Ennis is offering a choice of “Kids Summer 
Camp” or “Kids Intensive Swim Lesson”, priced at €50 and €60 
respectively on a weekly basis from Monday to Friday inclusive. 
In recent years there has been a 100% uptake of the all swim-
ming lessons at all levels, and a very strong uptake of the sum-
mer camp.  Bookings are currently been taken for both at Active 
Ennis Leisure Complex.

Childrens Birthday Party at Active Ennis: Birthday Parties con-
tinue to be very popular every weekend and bank holidays with 

birthday children, their guests and their adults.  Party package 
includes Invitations, Party Co-ordinator and lifeguard supervi-
sion, choice of hot meals/drinks from McDonalds, Centra or Su-
permacs, sweet treats, and a free return swim for the birthday 
child.

Atlantic Youth Project: The Second Transnational Atlantic Youth 
Project has taken place in Moulin Mer, France during the last 
week in May 2019. This event saw in excess of 120 pupils par-
take in the first European sea class at Moulin Mer Sailing Centre.

The First Transnational Atlantic Youth Project was hosted by 
Active Ennis Kilrush in May 2018. During this second transna-
tional project, we had 25 students and their 4 teachers travel 
from Scoil Mhuire, Ennistymon and Scariff Community College 
to represent Co. Clare. They were part of a total of 109 inter-
national students and their accompanying teachers/adults who 
were involved all 5 days in various aspects of maritime activities 
and riches.  The students were motivated to learn and support 
one another individually and through teamwork, open to new 
cultures and nationalities, and willing to develop new relation-
ships.  ‘a true European “Classe de mer” dedicated to inclusion’.

Period No. of 
voids/casual 
vacancies 

No. of voids 
returned to 
stock 

No. of properties 
undergoing 
refurbishment 

Average 
vacancy 
period (days) 

No. of 
maintenance 
calls 

May 41* 5 90 120 435 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grant type Approvals 
issued in May 

2019 

Value of 
works  

Housing Adaptation 
Grant  for People with a 

Disability 

1 15,000 

Housing Aid for Older 
People 

77 323,010 

Mobility Aids Grant 20 98,790 

Grant Approvals issued 
in May 2019 

98 436,800 
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CULTURAL SERVICES

CLARE COUNTY LIBRARY

 •   There were a range of events in Clare libraries for Bealtaine, 
the festival that celebrates the arts & creativity as we age, in 
May. Three lucky book club groups won copies of this month’s 
recommended Bealtaine book club choice, Éilís Ní Dhuibhne’s, 
12 Thousand Days. 

 •   Creative Ireland events this month included a Tribal 
drumming workshop in Scariff library to mark World Poetry 
Day. There were also creative writing classes in Kilrush & Scariff 
libraries. Creative Ireland also supported a children’s poetry 
workshop in De Valera library with Karen McDonnell .

 •   Scariff Local History Group presented The Scariff Martyrs: 
History and Memory, a talk by Dr. Tomás Mac Conmara and 
chaired by Jim Collins – as part of the Decade of Centenaries 
programme in Scariff Library this week. 

Creating a Story at the Library

Clare County Library, Scoil Chríost Rí, Ennis, and the Limerick 
and Clare Education and Training Board (LCETB) have been 
steadily working together on children’s literacy projects over the 
past two years. Our latest achievement is the “Create a Story” 
project, the result of which is a charming in-house publication 
of the stories and drawings from second class children at Scoil 
Chríost Rí, Ennis. Michelle Bradley, Tutor with Limerick and 
Clare Education and Training Board encouraged the parents 
and children of second class to develop their own stories as a 
follow on from last year’s “Share a Story” project. Through a 
series of workshops in their classroom at Scoil Chríost Rí and 
at the deValera Library Ennis, children and parents enjoyed a 
full programme of events designed to create a heightened 
awareness of the joy of reading and sharing stories which 
inspired the children to write their own. 

Adults and children involved in the project received certificates 
of achievement and copies of the children’s printed story 
collection at deValera Library, Ennis at a celebratory event on 
Tuesday the 14th of May. Children read their own stories and 
parents spoke about the rewarding experience of visiting their 
children’s classrooms over a consecutive eight weeks during 
project duration. 

Teachers, parents, children, Clare County Library staff and staff 
of the Limerick and Clare Education and Training Board were 
happy to focus on reading as a collaborative, community effort 
that ensured long-term learning benefits for all involved. 

There were children’s story time in many branches this month 
as well as book clubs and film clubs.

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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Book Club winners in DeValera Library

Create a story group in De Valera Library

Kilkee knitters
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CULTURAL SERVICES

CLARE ARTS OFFICE
• Tulla Stables Studio continues to enjoy full occupancy 
with the arrival of Anne Stewart, whilst the EASI studios wel-
comed a second group from the Brothers of Charity and Siob-
hán Butler, an Irish dancer.

• The annual tea dance took place in glór as part of the 
Bealtaine Festival and over 100 elderly people attended and 
danced the afternoon away with 3rd class from Knockanean NS. 
John Spillane performed a free concert in Cultúrlann Sweeney, 
Kilkee for Bealtaine in conjunction with Clare County Library. 
Bursaries were awarded to four young people for the Meitheal 
Summer School and two theatre makers for the Drama League 
of Ireland Summer School.

• Exhibitions took place in Scariff, Ennis and Kilkee. Artist 
in school residencies finished in schools in Ballyea NS, Clouna 
NS, and Moyasta NS. Four artists were also selected to partici-
pate in the Teacher -Artist Partnership training with Clare Edu-
cation Centre. The Riches of Clare concert series began in Ennis 
as part of the Fleadh Nua with close on 900 people attending 
the concerts. 

CLARE MUSEUM

• Classes from Ruan and Cree National schools visited 
the curreFurther progress has been made in relation to the new 
Education Programme.  Two activity sheets are ready to go to 
print, and the public talks, which begin in July, have been ar-
ranged and marketing material on these talks is nearing com-
pletion.  Text panels for an exhibition on the excavated finds 
from Poulnabrone are at the proof reading stage.  All activity 
sheets are ready to go to print, and loan boxes of replicas have 
been piloted with Lisdoonvarna National School.
• In relation to local schools, the draft of a guided tour is 
completed and contact has been made with the Clare Education 
Centre with regard to a Service Day for teachers during the sum-
mer.  A tour of the exhibition for the general public is also at the 
draft stage. Films of a historical nature are being identified t o 
show to the public. The Curator met with the LCETB par-
ticipants in their ‘Every Object Tells a story’ project and an 
electronic version of their exhibition is to be uploaded t o 
the Museum website as a temporary exhibition. 
• At the start of the month, 146 pupils attended work-
shops marking the Bealtaine Festival.
• The museum website continues to be developed, with 
a catalogue of items prepared for uploading to the site. 
• A new famine village site for the Creative Ireland 
project has been identified and it is intended to begin prepara-
tions for the excavation during the first week of June.

ARCHIVES
• The digitisation project is ongoing. Staff are currently 
digitising the Ennis Urban Authority Minutes, having completed 
the Kilkee Urban Authority Minute Books.
• Enquiries are increasingly coming in via email, with 
an occasional phone call.  Queries cover every aspect of what 
is held in the archive, from personal papers to County Council 
documents, with items being taken to the Local Studies Centre 
for researchers.
• The Archivist has begun processing the backlog of 
items onto the new Archival software.

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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Can I have this dance - Pupils from Knockanean NS 
inviting audience members up for a dance at the Arts 

Office’s Bealtaine Tea Dance in glór - Paula Carroll
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Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy (RSES):  
The Planning Department co-ordinated and prepared a submission 
on the Draft RSES which was submitted to the Southern Regional 
Assembly on March 8th.  Following the receipt of 205 submissions 
the Southern Regional Assembly issued the “Draft Regional Spatial 
& Economic Strategy Director’s Report” in April.  

At the meeting of the Regional Assembly on 10th May the proposed 
amendments were considered by the Elected Members of the 
Southern Assembly and a number of material amendments were 
adopted. In particular in the context of County Clare, these proposed 
amendments related to the proposed population allocation for the 
Limerick-Shannon Area, reference to key towns and confirming the 
wording of the proposed UL/South Clare Economic SDZ.  

It is anticipated that these proposed material amendments will 
go on public display for 4 weeks in June/July and submissions will 
be further invited.   As there is no August meeting of the Regional 
Assembly, the likely date for adoption of the RSES by the Assembly 
is October/November 2019.

Shannon Town and Environs Local Area Plan 2012-2018
 – Amendment No. 1: 

Proposes to change the 
zoning of part of the lands at 
Illaunmanagh, Shannon, which 
are currently zoned as OS5 
to a revised land use zoning 
objective of ‘C18 Community 
Use’ in order to facilitate an 
extension to the existing burial 
ground at this location.  

The proposed amendment 
was on public display from 
Friday 5th April to Monday 
20th May 2019 (inclusive) and 
the Chief Executive’s Report 
on submissions received to the 
proposed amendment issued 
to the Elected Members on 
23rd May 2019.  

The proposed amendment will be included on the agenda for the 
June Council Meeting for consideration by the Elected Members.  

Forward Planning

Shannon Town Park: 
Work continues on the development of the new Shannon Town 
Park by the Contractors.   Works to date have involved site clearance 
and fill, service ducting, pond formation, footpath formation, and 
planting of large trees, whips and shrubs. The project is on schedule 
for completion in late July.

Development Management:
• 91 planning applications were received by Clare County 
Council during the month of May bringing the total number 
received to date for 2019 to 438.
• 42 pre-planning applications were received during the 
month of May bringing the total number received to date for 2019 
to 160. 

Planning Enforcement: 
During May 2019 there were 12 new complaints received, 9 
Warning Letters issued, 2 Enforcement Notices served and 17 files 
closed.

Taking in Charge:
• 5 estates were taken in charge during the month of May, 
4 in the Killaloe Municipal District and 1 in the Shannon MD.
• Following discussions with the Special Liquidators on 
behalf of IBRC in relation to Gort Leamhan and Gort na hAbhana, 
Tulla Road, Ennis, resources have been concentrated for a number 
of weeks on compiling reports, surveys etc. on these developments 
in order that tender documents could be finalised. These 
developments were advertised on E-Tenders on the 14th May 2019 
and the tenders were returned on 31st May 2019. A review of the 
tenders received is currently taking place.  Any unsecured claim 
under the terms of the bond will be dependent upon the costs 
having being incurred by the Council and the works completed 
within the next few months. Works will commence subject to the 
agreement of the developer/landowner.
• Clare County Council entered into a contract on 15th May 
to complete remediation works at Lough Gash Estate, Newmarket 
on Fergus and these works will commence later in the summer. The 
preparation of tender documents continues to be progressed in a 
number of other estates. 
• Monitoring continues on an ongoing basis on circa. 13/14 
new developments currently under construction.
• Maps are currently being prepared to progress the taking 
in charge of a further 6 estates and these estates will be advertised 
in the coming weeks.

Conservation, Archaeology and Built Heritage

•  The Architectural Conservation Officer (ACO) prepared 4 no. 
Section 57 Declarations to permit works to protected structures.
•  The ACO reported on 12 planning applications pertaining to 
archaeology and built heritage, advised applicants on traditional 
farm buildings grants, tidy towns groups on village enhancement 
and developers on names for new housing schemes.
•   The ACO prepared notifications to The National Monuments 
Service for works to six recorded monuments. 
•   The ACO gave a talk on the placenames of Clare to the Kilrush 
Historical Society.
•   Numerous pre-planning queries answered and reports issued. 
•   Inspections were carried out on various grant works underway 
and completed.

Historic Towns Initiative - The Terret Lodge Kilrush: The Project 
Team in the Planning Department are progressing discussions with 
adjoining landowners in order to facilitate the transfer of relevant 
land specific to the project. The Project Team are also progressing 
discussions with relevant community groups and the Rural and 
Community Development Officer with a view to formalising a 
viable business plan for the future use of the Terret Lodge. In May 
a bat survey was completed and various meetings held to progress 
issues.  The Design Team are now at the final stages of preparing the 
tender documents for pricing and it is anticipated that a contractor 
will be appointed in June/July. 
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Meeting with Newfoundland Department of the Canadian 
Heritage Foundation:  

The Senior Planner and Conservation Officer met the CEO of 
Newfoundland Department of the Canadian Heritage Foundation 
and representatives from the Architectural Heritage Section of 
Canada and gave a walking tour of the historic buildings and 
streetscapes of Ennis.

Heritage and Biodiversity

Cahiracon House: 
Alan Hill Tourism Development Ltd has been appointed to 
undertake a Feasibility Study of the heritage resource, value and 
potential of Cahiracon House, Estate and adjoining maritime 
landscape.   This is part funded by The Heritage Council and it is 
expected that this funding will assist in a study to fully understand 
the heritage context of Cahiracon House and Environs to inform 
development, to add value to the public amenity, enjoyment 
and viable heritage based attractions at the site.  

Errina-Plassy Section of the former Limerick-Killaloe navigation: 
An Invitation to Tender was advertised on e-Tenders on 13th May 
for the Provision of Services for the assessment of the general 
condition of the Errina-Plassy section of the former Limerick-
Killaloe navigation. This study has been allocated funding from 
The Heritage Council to implement Clare County Heritage Plan 
projects in 2019.

Application for Biodiversity Funding: 
An application for Biodiversity Funding for Local Authorities 
in support of the National Biodiversity Action Plan was made 

on 29th May to the Department of Culture, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht for the delivery of an educational strategy to enhance 
biodiversity learning within the Local Authority, leading to 
improved work practices. It is planned to expand the work to 
support community and school education action in the future. 
This is a potential 3 year funding stream available to Local 
Authorities and it is anticipated that decisions on applications 
will be made by the end of June 2019.  

Certificates of Achievement to Transition Year Students: 
Cathaoirleach of Clare County Council, Cllr Michael Begley 
presented  Certificates of Achievement to 36 transition year 
students at St. Anne’s School, Killaloe on 22nd of May for their 
biodiversity project as part of the Tobermurragh/Banes Field 
school programme in Killaloe. 

Clare ICAN Inaugural Meeting: 
Clare ICAN inaugural meeting was held on 22nd May with five 
community groups where the pilot Clare Community Heritage 
Archive and Website Network met as a group. Each group 
spoke about their work and what they aimed to achieve from 
the community archive website. A schedule of meetings are 
planned to develop the Clare ICAN Project and website in 2019. 

Management of Woodlands in Ennis: 
Declan Little from Woodlands of Ireland visited Ennis on 1st May 
to review the management of three woodlands in Ennis and 
gave advice on the future potential at these sites. 

Property Management

Licence for Shop at Ballycuggeran: An agreement has been 
made for the licensing of the shop adjacent to the public toilets 
at Ballycuggeran, Killaloe for the summer period.  This followed 
a tender process.

Shannon Model Flying Club: Preparations are underway to 
enter into a formal lease arrangement with the Shannon Model 
Flying Club who have been operating on Council owned lands 
for a number of years.  This will be brought before the Elected 
Members for their approval in due course.

Relocation of Allotments in Shannon: Following the Expressions 
of Interest process, the Council has advanced to planning stage 
on a site at Ballycasey More and Clonmoney West (part of 
the site of the former De Beers sports facility).  The Part VIII 
planning application has been lodged.  Detailed design and work 
is also being progressed in order to deliver on a solution for the 
relocation of the allotments in Shannon.  

LIT – Ennis Campus: Following the approval by the Elected 
Members of the Part VIII application for the properties at 
Bindon Street to be changed from office use to educational use, 
the tender has issued for the refurbishment works and will be 
assessed when received.

Casual Trading: During May, the Economic Development 
Department continued the Council’s objective to regulate casual 
trading under the Casual Trading Act 1995 and our bye-laws 
there under.   We issued four casual trading licences as follows 
- three for the upcoming Kilrush Horse Fair and one for the 
market area in Ennis.
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Brian McCarthy, Senior Planner, Clare County Council, Ralph 
Jarvis - Heritage Foundation Newfoundland and Labrador, Nancy 

O’Keeffe, Project Architect ACP Architectural Conservation 
Professionals, Jerry Dick, Executive Director, Heritage Foundation 

Newfoundland and Labrador, David Humphreys, Director ACP 
Architectural Conservation Professionals
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LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE CLARE

Ireland’s Best Young Entrepreneur: 

The 16 shortlisted Clare competitors for 
Ireland’s Best Young Entrepreneur 2019 made 
their final presentations before the judging 
panel on May 1st. 

Pictured from left to right, Minister Pat 
Breen T.D. (Minister for Trade, Employment, 
Business, EU Digital Single Market and Data 
Protection), Conor Murray (Kilkee Forge, 
Overall Winner for Clare of IBYE) Cllr. Michael 
Begley (Cathaoirleach, Clare County Council) 
and Padraic McElwee, Head of Enterprise, Local 
Enterprise Office Clare.

LEO Clare’s IBYE Final Night then took place on Thursday 2nd May in Durty Nellys, Bunratty. The ceremony was attended by Minister 
of State for Trade, Employment, Business, EU Digital Single Market and Data Protection, Pat Breen TD and Cllr Michael Begley, 
Cathaoirleach, Clare County Council who both presented the awards to the three successful winners. These were for Best Business 
Idea, Michelle Tierney, SymPhysis Medical (Sixmilebridge), Best Start up Business Ciara McGuane, Rathú (Kilnamona), and Best 
Established Business, Conor Murray, Kilkee Forge, (Kilkee). Each received a financial prize to use for their business and will now 
represent Clare in the regional finals in June.

Training and Seminars: 

LEO Clare held seven training courses, seminars and mentoring clinics during the month of May, with over 140 participants. Events 
included the ‘Sales – Building Leads – Boosting Profits’ seminar on the morning of the 8th of May at TTM Healthcare, a ‘Women 
In Business Network’ event on 22nd May and a six week ‘Complete Digital Training Programme’ which commenced on 21st May. 

New Frontiers: 

LEO Clare attended the 2019 New Frontiers Awards event held in LIT Limerick on May 15th. LEO Clare clients Ivan Tuohy of Great 
Ireland Experience won an award while Ciara McGuane of Rahoo.ie and Laura Jane Foley of Canabaoil were named finalists. 

Student Enterprise Awards: 

LEO Clare were delighted to attend and support students from St. Joseph’s Secondary School in Spanish Point and Scoil Mhuire, 
Ennistymon who represented Clare in this year’s National Student Enterprise Awards in Croke Park on May 3rd. 

National Enterprise Awards 2019: 

Clare Enterprise Award Winner Ivan 
Tuohy of Great Ireland Experiences 
represented Clare at the Final National 
Enterprise Awards. The Gala Awards 
Event was held on May 29th in Mansion 
House, Dublin. 

Also in attendance were Cllr Michael 
Begley, Cathaoirleach, Clare County 
Council, Pat Dowling, Chief Executive 
of Clare County Council; and Padraic 
McElwee, Head of Enterprise, Locak 
Enterprise Office Clare.
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ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

• Work is ongoing on the Roadworks Programme for 2019 with 
significant progress being achieved in each area under the Res-
toration Improvement, Restoration Maintenance and Discre-
tionary Maintenance grant categories. Work is also progressing 
on the Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) approved for 2019.

• The Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (DTTaS) have 
just invited applications under the Community Involvement 
Scheme (CIS) for 2019 and 2020 and we will be advertising this 
scheme in the coming weeks. A list of possible projects to be 
funded have to be submitted to the Department by 20th Sep-
tember 2019.
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The key priorities in relation to public 
lighting include complete changeover to LED 
technology, achievement of the 2020 Carbon 
footprint reduction target and replacement of 
supporting infrastructure where required.  

It was announced in late 2018 that the 
Road Management Office (RMO) have been 
successful in securing €17.5 million in support 
from the Climate Action Fund for the LA Public 
Lighting Energy Efficiency Project nationally. 
This will form part of the funding necessary for 
the delivery of the project. 

ARUP were appointed in February and are 
currently working on the contract documents 
for Region 1. Clare has confirmed its 
participation and has signed up to be included 
in Region 1 of the Local Authority Public 
Lighting Energy Efficiency Project. 

For the benefit of Councillors, the following are 
the options available to facilitate reporting of 
public lighting faults: 

•   Internet: Direct reporting on 
airtricitysolutions.com 
•           Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions Call 
Centre@ 1850 372 772 
•      Local Authority Identification – via 
clarecoco.ie / 0656821616. 

PUBLIC LIGHTING Road Design Office Projects 
being developed in 2019

Transportation 2019/Monthly Management Reports/May Monthly Management Report 
 

Project Update 
L4506 Kilrush Rd to Limerick Rd Traffic calming    Ongoing liaison/setting out on site – Ennis MD  
N85 Clareabbey Roundabout Drawings and Feasibility Report for traffic calming and 

pedestrian/cyclist facilities issued to TII Road Safety 
Engineer, for comment.  

 
N68 Fahy’s Rd Kilrush Pedestrian Crossing           

Report on Section 38 submissions was presented to the 
May West Clare MD meeting. Scheme was not approved. 
Scheme is being reviewed. 

N68 Shaughnessy’s Cross                                        Design ongoing, Feasibility report and costing to be 
forwarded to TII 
 

 
R462 Cratloe Cross Pedestrian Crossing               

Section 38 approved, Safety File issued to MD. Site liaison 
will be required 

R458 Newmarket                                                      Section 38 approved, Safety File issued to MD. Site liaison 
will be required 

Bunratty Castle Junction     Draft Drawings and preliminary cost estimates prepared in 
April. Options include repairing/widening the existing arch 
bridge, traffic calming, provision of pedestrian crossing and 
new footpath connection to the main Shannon Heritage 
carpark on Low Road. Road Design Office staff met with 
Shannon Heritage and their Consultants. Report prepared 
on Shannon Heritage Planning Application. 

EuroVelo 1      Evaluation Report for Sport Ireland /ECF complete, some of 
the three sections have been reassessed. Design of signage 
scheme has commenced and will be followed by cost 
estimates. Wexford Co Co route visited. Stakeholder liaison 
ongoing – some changes recommended. Have met with 
representatives of three cycling groups. 

Knockanean NS Road Improvement scheme – design drawing and   land 
maps prepared and issued to Ennis MD. Cost estimate 
prepared. School discussing the acquisition of land with 
landowner  

TII HD 17 Sites N67 Drainage works notified to MD Engineer are complete. 
N67 Public Lighting upgrade costs have been forwarded to 
TII Engineer for review. 
Site visits ongoing on N67, N68, N85. N67 proposals have 
been forwarded to TII Engineer. 

N85 Shanaway Rd Junction, Ennis Manual traffic turning count is complete. Design, Drawings, 
Feasibility Report for Junction improvement to be 
completed in Q4 2019 

Development – Planning Apps Ongoing reports/meetings/correspondence 
Pre-Planning  Ballyallia Redevelopment 

 Athlunkard Centre 
 Allotments, Shannon 
 Graveyard, Shannon 
 Cappahard Lane, Ennis 
 The Square, Sixmilebridge 
 Ballymaquiggin 

Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport 
Strategy 

Data issued by RDO to Consultants Jacobs Systra 

Liaison on University of Limerick access from the 
Clare road network 

Liaison complete with Regional Road Safety Engineer 
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• Ennistimon Innovation Centre & Office
• Ennis Digital Hub

• Cliffs of Moher Footpath Upgrade and Extension to Carpark 
• Quin Road Campus – Civil Defence Headquarters

• Killaloe Bypass-Shannon Crossing - Land Registry Compliant Maps. 
20% completed.

• Demolition of Brookville House, Gort Road Ennis
• Bindon Court Ennis and No 1 Bindon Street.

• Speed Limit Review 
o The signage scheduling has been completed.

o The installation & infrastructure implemented by end May 2019.
o The Commencement date for the new speed limits is 1st June 2019.

General Design Office – Projects being developed in 2019  

PROJECTS ON WORK PROGRAMME 

Low Cost Safety Schemes 2019
•  L4010/ L8022 Y junction on a bend  L4010 
south of Flagmount – survey and design com-
plete, issued to TII for approval.
•  R462 Sixmilebridge
•  R478 St Brigids Well – survey complete.
•  L4506 Kilrush rd to Limerick Rd Traffic calm-
ing – Construction on going 
•  R469 Ballymacahill Cross Pedestrian cross-
ing – Traffic turning count complete
•  R458 Carmody St/Drumbiggle Rd, Ennis
•  R474 Kilmaley

Road Safety Remedial Measure 2019
•  N67 Hospital Cross Ennistimon to Lehinch
•  N68 Beneden
•  N67 Bend at Lisdeen 

Bridge Rehabilitation
AA Screening by Doherty Environmental is on-
going
•  Latoon Bridge Piers - Some Services diver-
sions have been carried out and Eir quote 
received for service relocation back into the 
bridge.  Pier repairs to be carried out during 
summer months. Awaiting cost confirmation 
for change order.
•  Inghid Bridge - Completed
•  Quin Bridge - Completed – Resurfacing of 
Bridge deck to be carried out
•  Ballycorrick Bridge - On site
•  Pollagh Bridge - At tender stage
•  Annagh Bridge - Contractor to be on site 
early June
•  Kelly’s Pass Bridge - Contractor to clear veg-
etation first week in June
•  Aghy Bridge - Contractor to be on site early 
June 

•  Caherbarnagh Bridge - Contractor appoint-
ed – awaiting start date
•  New Bridge - Tenders returned on 14th of 
May – Awaiting opening  
•  Sixmilebridge Bridge - Consultant to review 
first week in June
•  Barrly-Thomous Bridge  - on site and  addi-
tional works now required following clearance 
of vegetation
•  Stonepark Bridge - Preliminary Design Re-
port received – must discuss river widening 
proposals with OPW
•  Bunratty Bridge (Low Road) – Structural as-
sessment required – this work is in association 
with the Proposed Upgrade of Bunratty Folk-
park and approaches. Consultant to review 
first week in June
•  Bridges notified to RDO by MD Engineers   - 
Inspections ongoing

Capital Delivery/Project Management Office (PMO)

The updated status of the main projects being worked on in the past 
month is as follows: 
•     CFRAMs:  Clare County Council is now in a position to go 
to tender for the appointment of Consultants to progress the Kilkee 
Flood Relief Scheme.  Following the Tender exercise, it is expected to 
have the Consultants in place in late July 2019.  In the interim works 
are continuing to gather all relevant information and data that will 
be required by the consultants once appointed.  We also continue to 
work on a cross directorate basis with our colleagues in Roads and 
the Environment Section in relation to the review of the Preliminary 
Flood Risk Assessments and the Flood Risk Management Plans.  We are 
also involved with the various Local Authorities that border the River 
Shannon along with other key stakeholders in terms of what could be 
done on a collaborative basis to reduce flood risk arising. This work will 
assist in identifying further benefits for the Catchment.
• Doolin Pier Visitor Services Building:  The Project Team met 
on May 23rd and work is continuing in regard to the location and layout 
of the Visitor Services Building in Doolin and the various issues attaching.  
The programme is being finalised which will set out a roadmap to 
funding, planning, procurement and construction.  Meetings continue 
with affected stakeholders and landowners to ensure the optimum 
success of this project for all.
• Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme: Steering Group and Project 
Team meetings were held on May 20th.  The Contractor is making good 
progress along the embankment and in the Ballybeg areas and will be 

focussing on the St Flannans site following the State Exams in June.   In 
parallel, we continue to engage with affected Landowners as required to 
ensure minimum disruption.  The next Project Steering Group meeting 
is scheduled for June 17th.
•              Ennistymon Inner Relief Road & Bridge Crossing (Blakes Corner): 
A number of meetings between TII, the Project Team and the Consultants 
took place during May in order to compile all the requirements required 
to complete the CPO application process.  It is intended that the CPO 
package will be submitted to TII in June for their approval to publish.  In 
parallel, the Project Team are in consultation with the OPW and affected 
landowners with any queries or issues that they may have.   
• Killaloe Bridge and By-Pass: Consent to access certain lands is 
still awaited so that the necessary survey and ground investigation works 
can be completed in advance of the detailed design being completed.  
This work is ongoing and will be followed by the required archaeological 
surveys.  In parallel, our Consultants RPS, are continuing with the various 
technical assessments and modelling and Land acquisition agreements 
are being progressed where possible by agreement.  In a number of 
cases, Land Acquisition is being progressed through the Arbitration 
process with the next hearing listed for June 17th.
• Limerick Northern Distributor Road (LNDR) (Phase 2): We are 
awaiting the Department’s response to the Project Appraisal documents 
(Project Brief, Business Case, Cost Benefit Analysis and Traffic Modelling 
Report) which we submitted in early March.  This will determine our 
next steps.  We have requested a meeting with them at the earliest 
juncture to discuss the outcome and agree how best to progress to the 
next stage of the Project delivery.  

Transportation 2019/Monthly Management Reports/May Monthly Management Report 
 

OTHER PROJECTS being progressed 
Clare Noise Action Plan 2018     Priorities and matrix assessment/ further 

monitoring 
Update of the Road Schedule Ongoing 
R352/Corrovorrin Junction   Review of junction options to be progressed 
L4176 Ballybeg Road, Ennis                                 Survey, design of realignment and provision of 

footpaths. 
Liaison with Roche Consultants on Traffic and 
Transport Assessment 

ongoing 

Liaison with NTA regarding bus stops ongoing 
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STORM DAMAGE
The up to date position in relation to each of the areas where we have been progressing flood relief schemes is as follows: 

PROJECT CURRENT SITUATION
Cloughaninchy Clare County Council has had a series of meetings with the local action group in Cloghauninchy, the Office of 

Public Works and the Consultants (ARUP). We have agreed with all to revisit the options given the difficulties 
experienced with the current proposal. 

Liscannor Bay Clare County Council and our Consultants RPS had a meeting with the Office of Public Works (Coastal Sec-
tion) on 17 May to discuss the Coastal Flood and Erosion Risk Management Study for Liscannor Bay. The 
OPW has number of recommendations/queries with regard to the draft study. RPS will now amend the draft 
study coastal erosion & flood risk management study to having considered the OPW’s recommendations.

Lahinch South The works are continuing on site. There were minor alterations to the project to reflect an issue that arose 
during construction. The project is running one week behind programme.

Whitestrand 
Miltown Malbay

Clare County Council discussed this project with the OPW at our recent meeting. A response from the OPW 
to an application for a coastal protection scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal erosion 
protection scheme is due shortly. 

Kilbaha The Project was discussed at our recent meeting with the OPW which has a number of recommendations  & 
queries regarding the draft study. The OPW says it will be formally communicating with us in the near future. 

Quilty The scheme was discussed recently with the OPW. They are awaiting a response from our consultants 
Byrne Looby on sediment transportation and erosion mapping.

Spanish Point The OPW clarified their requirements at the May meeting. They have queries with regard to the visitor 
numbers at Spanish Point and the recreational losses contained within the application for funding. They 
also question the use of soil nailing and shotcrete as a solution. Clare Co Council will be addressing all 
these issues in our response which is being prepared at present.
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16

Flood Relief Schemes
The up to date position in relation to each of the areas where 
Clare County Council has been progressing flood relief schemes 
is as follows: 
•   Springfield, Clonlara:  We are experiencing some difficulties 
with the extraction and interpretation of data from the Shannon 
river model and the difficulty is impacting progress in terms of 
concluding the final feasibility report. The OPW is  considering 
options to overcome these difficulties. In the meantime work is 
progressing on the other aspects of the project.    
•   Miltown Malbay: A response to a request for further information 
has been submitted to the OPW. It is hoped that we can progress 
to construction when the OPW haS assessed the response.

•   Murtyclough:  An Application for funding has been submitted 
to the Office of Public Works.  Following their consideration of 
same, we would be hopeful of a positive outcome. 
•   Thomond Villas: An application for funding to the OPW to go to 
detailed design and planning has been submitted.
• Quin Flood Relief Scheme: Following the preparation of the 
project brief, we have advertised for Consultants and are currently 
awaiting the return of tenders.  Following which we will be in a 
position to progress this scheme to detailed design and planning 
stage.
•  Minor Works Schemes: We continue to engage with the 
relevant personnel in the OPW in regard to the various application 
schemes submitted and decisions on same are awaited.

Capital Delivery/Project Management Office (PMO)
• Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF): 
RPS Consulting Engineers are working on the design of the link road 
between the N85 Roundabout at Claureen and the Lees Road/Drumcliff 
Road Intersection.  This Road once built, will facilitate the proposed 
construction of a large number of houses on lands serviced by same.  
Following the design of the road, we will be in a position to further 
discuss the impacts/benefits of same with affected landowners in the 
area.  In parallel, the other parties to the Agreement are involved in the 
Housing provision element of the LIHAF Agreement. 
• N19 Shannon Airport Access Road: The Tender closing date 
for the appointment of Consultants was 21 May by which a number of 
tender submissions were received.  These are currently being reviewed 
/ queried where necessary and evaluated.  We are hoping to be in a 
position to recommend the appointment of the successful bid in the 
week beginning June 10th.
• N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme: Given the scope change 
necessitated by the quantity of surplus material arising from the previous 
preliminary design, the project team consisting of the Council, the 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) and the Mid West Regional Design 
Office (MWRDO) are reviewing the original Consultants commission.  
The change in scope has the potential to extend the scheme by 1500m 
to a proposed length of 4.5km.  It may be necessary 

to re-advertise for the appointment of Consultants and if so, this will be 
fast tracked so that we can proceed to the next phase of the works.  
• Shannon Town and Environs Flood Relief Scheme: This 
project incorporates the Shannon Town Flood Scheme as defined 
under CFRAMs along with the Shannon Estuary Embankments project 
previously advised. A number of difficulties have arisen with regard to 
the CFRAMS model for Shannon Town.  This has resulted in the need to 
broaden the scope and terms of reference in the Project Brief.  This work 
is being progressed as a priority and we are expecting to be in a position 
to appoint Consultants in September to progress this project.
• UL Pedestrian & Cyclist Access: This work is ongoing and is 
being delivered jointly with  University of Limerick to enhance pedestrian 
safety and minimise potential for traffic conflict adjacent to the Clare 
Campus. We have commenced the treatment of invasive species 
affecting the route of the proposed works and we will be progressing on 
with the construction works required over the summer weeks.
• West Clare Railway Greenway: Funding will be sought from all 
suitable sources so that we can advance the design and delivery of the 
overall proposal totalling approx 85km.  We will of course consult widely 
with landowners and their representative groupings and are happy to 
receive any inputs or suggestions of relevance.  It is hoped that we may 
be able to deliver the smaller (23km) section between Kilrush and Kilkee 
as a pilot phase and we will keep the Members updated on progress.

16
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WATER SERVICES
Water Conservation 

Annual Service Plan and Headcount 2019: The Water Services 
Department of Clare Co Council continues to deliver the water 
services function as per the Service Level Agreement with Irish 
Water. The monthly KPI’s continue to be monitored by all of the 
water services teams to achieve required targets. A review of 
the budgeted versus actual expenditure to the end of April 2019 
are within 2%. The successful KPI completion rate is at 86% for 
the first 4 months of the year.

Water Conservation: 
• The Operations team continued water conservation 
activity throughout the county reacting to various increases in 
demand mainly in Shannon, Ennis and West Clare.
• In May The Find and Fix team operated in the Scariff 
Town, Broadford, Newmarket-on-Fergus, Lahinch, Cahershirkin 
and The Abbey District Metering Areas. Leak detection was also 
carried out in Shannon North and South Free Zones. Shareridge 
carried out night surveys in Kilkee East and Kilkee West District 
Metering Areas. 

Asset Transfer Project: 
375 water & waste water assets, in Co Clare, have been identified 
to date.  Of these 50 are Non Operational/Non Transfer to Irish 
Water and a further 163 have been completed and transferred 
to Irish Water.  This leaves a list of 162 assets to be dealt with 
and eventually transferred to Irish Water which is broken down 
as follows:
• Pending - 37 assets are being discussed to be brought 
forward for transfer to Irish Water in the coming months – these 
consist of straight transfers and also some assets having to be 
subdivided by map/plan once an agreement has been reached 
on the size of the plot containing the asset to be transferred and 
right of ways etc.
• National Special Projects Office (NSPO) – This is a 
department within Irish Water dealing with special projects 
including Facilitating the Asset Transfers from Local Authorities 
- 1 asset is with the NSPO for investigation to ascertain if it 
can be considered an underground asset and can therefore be 
transferred by S.I. 13 of 2015.
• Property Registration Authority Ireland –  1 asset has 
gone to the  PRAI to be subdivided. 
• 3rd Party/Unregistered assets - The remaining 123 
assets identified to be transferred to IW are on 3rd Party 
Registered lands (101) or Unregistered Lands (22).  Background 
work continues on these assets.

Irish Water is expecting guidelines from the Department in the 
near future regarding first registration of unregistered assets to 
enable transfer of same.   

CAPITAL PROJECTS

IW’s & (CCC’s) Capital Section is broken down into the following 
sub-sections;
•  Infrastructure Programmes: (major infrastructure projects)
•  Capital Programmes: (minor projects)
•  Network Programmes: (mains replacements / find and fix)

Irish Water refers to the different phases of a project as Gates.

•  Gate 1. Concept Design and data gathering.
•  Gate 2. Environmental Studies Detailed design and planning.
•  Gate 3. Construction stage and handover
•  Gate 4. Contract closeout

Infrastructure Programmes (Capital Projects) - Clare Capital 
Investment Plan (CIP) 2014–2016 Projects: 

(continuing from 2016)

Kilfenora Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: Currently at 
planning stage – Clare County Council (as Planning Authority) 
are currently assessing the planning application. Further 
information has been requested which is currently being 
prepared for submission. The expectation is to go to Gate 3 
(Construction Stage) before the end of 2019.

Quin Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: This contract 
has been awarded under IW ECI (Early Contractor Involvement) 
framework and is currently under way. The contract official start 
date was 20th May 2019.     

Clonroadmore Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: As 
part of the Ennis Main Drainage Plan Ennis North’s Waste 
Water Treatment Plant, Clonroadmore More WwTP, received 
an upgrade and this was completed in November 2017.  New 
aeration blower units were installed as part of an energy 
efficiency programme which will help with further noise 
reduction. In addition some upgrading works are also now 
scheduled for the old clarifier.  The inlet screens at both the 
Francis Street and Tulla Road pumping stations are also under 
review. A site visit to inspect proposed new screens is currently 
being organised to assess their suitability.

Clare Capital Investment Plan 2017–2021 Projects

Lahinch Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: Gate 1: 
Concept design report at draft stage. Progressing to Gate 2 - 
detailed design and environmental evaluation and thereafter 
advancing to planning stage in 2020.  Expectation to go to Gate 
3 – construction stage before the end of 2021.

Ennistymon Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: Gate 1: 
Concept design report at draft stage. Progressing to Gate 2 - 
detailed design and environmental evaluation and thereafter 
advancing to planning stage in 2020.  Expectation to go to Gate 
3 – construction stage before the end of 2021.

Newmarket on Fergus Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: 
Gate 1: Concept design report at draft stage. Progressing to Gate 
2 - detailed design and environmental evaluation and thereafter 
advancing to planning stage in 2020.  Expectation to go to Gate 
3 – construction stage before the end of 2021.

Shannon (2no projects): 
a) Interim upgrade of the Waste Water Treatment Plant. 
Project at Gate 2, tender stage.
Construction expected to commence in the Summer 2019.
b) Gate 1 studies, for the agglomeration, have 
commenced. 
Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed design & planning thereafter.
Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage – not 
determined at this stage.
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Clare Untreated Agglomerations Study (UTAS) Projects - (Project period 2017-2021)

RPS is the appointed Consulting Engineer. A Design Inception Report has been submitted and accepted by IW.  The projects under UTAS 
have progressed through pre-planning stage and detailed design. 

Public information sessions were held in Clarecastle, Kilrush and Kilkee during May 2018, and Ballyvaughan and Liscannor were completed 
in September and October respectively. Planning applications are commencing with Kilrush expected to be lodged by IW in Q2 2019. Land 
acquisition procedures for Liscannor are ongoing.
                                                                                                                                                                                    

Kilrush Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: 
Gate 2 – detailed design near completion. Planning to be submitted in 2019.  Landowner/
wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing.  Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage 
before the end of 2020 and completed by end 2021.

Clarecastle Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: 
Under Irish Waters UTAS project it is expected that in 2019 the waste water collected at Quay 
Rd pumping station will be diverted via a new waste water pipeline to Clareabby WwTP.  
It does not appear to be feasible to lay the proposed rising main to Clareabbey WWTP in 
conjunction with the flood relief scheme works.   Gate 2 – detailed design near completion.  
Site Investigation works have  commenced which will better inform exact route selection.  
Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing.  Expectation to go to Gate 3 – 
construction stage before the end of 2019 and completed by end 2019 / early 2020.

Liscannor Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:  
Gate 2 – detailed design near completion.  Planning submission expected in Q2 2019.  
Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing.  Expectation to go to Gate 3 – 
construction stage before the end of 2020 with completion by end 2021.

Ballyvaughan Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: 
Gate 2 – detailed design near completion.  Public consultation held and planning submission expected in Q2 2019.  Landowner/wayleave/
CPO engagement process ongoing.  Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end of 2020 and completed by end 2021.

Kilkee Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report required – will take approx 10months to complete which will be quarter 4 of 2019.  Gate 
2 – detailed design cannot be completed until outcome of EIA is known.  Planning submission – programmed for Q4 2019/Q1 2020. 
Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing.  Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end of 2020 and 
completed by end 2021.

Capital Programmes: (minor Capital Works)

Inlet Works Project: This is a national project reviewing and ultimately upgrading various inlet receiving structures including storm tanks 
and sludge handling  In Clare the following are within this project;
• Inagh WwTP    • Clareabbey WwTP      •      Miltown Malbay WwTP
The Clareabbey WWTP inlet works project has been granted planning and has moved onto detailed design stage.

National Certificate of Authorisation (NCAP):  
This Programme will review all EPA Certified Wastewater plants with a P.E. of less than 500 and their impact on receiving waters. 
Ballycannon and Kilmihil WWTP’s in Co. Clare have been included in the first round of assessments. RPS has prepared Site Option Reports 
for both plants which are currently under review.

Sludge Satellites:  CClareabbey WWTP has been assessed as a potential satellite dewatering centre for the purpose of treating imported 
sludge from surrounding WWTP’s. Jacobs Tobin has issued their report which is currently under consideration by Irish Water.

Network Programmes Mains Replacement Works

1. Mullagh -Miltown Malbay Watermains  Rehab . The site investigation works are completed and the design is being progressed.

Shareridge, working on behalf of Irish Water, have provided the following programme for watermains replacement works ;
 1.  Doonbeg Watermains Rehabilitation: This contract is currently on hold by Irish Water due to technical and cost issues associated 
with the road reinstatement. We hope to progress a solution in the coming months.
2.  Ennistymon Main Street Watermains Rehabilitation is progressing well and is at practical completion stage with resurfacing 
works also in progress.
3. Cahercalla road Ennis is also completed with reinstatement works ongoing.
4.  The design works for upgrades to the water and wastewater network as part of the new public realm works to Parnell street 
Ennis are also progressing. 

New edge protection Handrails 
and grating Kilmihil Waste water 

treatment plant
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Water & Waste Water Operations

The following statistics provide an indication of the level of activity / work being carried out by the water and waste water teams 
throughout the county from 26th April 2019 to 28th May 2019. The figures do not however reflect the time invested by the teams 
which is required to resolve each complaint /issue.  

• 26 Customer Complaints were dealt with to-date
• 1 Emergency Work Order during the timeframe
• 283 Reactive Maintenance Work Orders were dealt with and closed out
• 0 Customer Asset Flooding Work Order was received
• 147 Service Requests (SR’s) were raised for Field Requests and Follow On Work Orders for Reactive Maintenance work
• 53 Outage Notices were placed on the IW portal during the period

Works At Ennis North Waste Water Treatment Plant:

Process Optimisation Works are ongoing (pictured left) at the Ennis 
North Waste Water Treatment Plant. These included improvement 
works to the inlet works, storm tanks, replacement of the 3 air 
diffusers for more efficient units, and refurbishment works to 
clarifier no 1.  

Rural Water Programme

• Further to the submission of bids in March the Rural 
Water Programme are awaiting the publication of the 2019-2021 
Department of Housing, Planning and the Environment Rural Water 
Programme in order to progress capital works for 2019. 

• Schemes throughout the county are being encouraged 
to submit Subsidy Applications for operating costs incurred 
in 2018 for the provision and supply of water to their scheme 
members. Applications received to date continue to be assessed, 
with payments being processed by the Rural Water Programme 
throughout April.

• 3no. schemes were taken into the charge of Irish Water in 
Clare in May – Cloncoul GWS, Ennistymon, Woodmount No.2 GWS, 
Ennistymon and Derrymore GWS, Meelick. These scheme were the 
first in the country to be taken in charge under the pilot programme 
for taking in charge of orphan schemes. In addition to the above 
The Rural Water Programme is also actively engaged with a number 
of other schemes and Irish Water in terms of progressing a taking in 

charge application for the schemes to Irish Water.

• The Rural Water Team continue to work with schemes to ensure their members have a robust and sustainable quality and 
quantity supply of water available to them.

Non Service Level Agreement Works: 

We are carrying out emergency works to the old Ennis 
Water Treatment Plant at Gortaganniv, Kilmaley (pictured 
right). 

The works mainly involve the stabilisation of the dam 
which impounds the reservoir which supplied water 
to Ennis.   A bypass valve and pipework were recently 
successfully installed to allow the level of the impounded 
lake to be kept to an acceptable level. 

A dam expert from the UK has recently visited the site and 
we are awaiting his recommendations.
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• Ennis Public Realm Regeneration Projects

Tenders were advertised for Project Management, Quantity 
Surveyor, and detailed design team for both the Parnell Street, 
Lanes and Bow-ways project, and for O’Connell Square, High 
Street, Barrack Square and Barrack Street Project.  

o Tom McNamara and Partners have been appointed 
Project Managers and Quantity Surveyors.  They are responsible 
for tender documentation, stakeholder liaison, building surveys, 
site investigation, cost management.
o Nicholas deJong & Associates have been appointed 
for detailed design work (archaeology, building conservation 
expertise).  Malachy Walsh & Partners will undertake M&E, 
roads, utilities, traffic, environmental, and ecology.
o Malachy Walsh & Partners appointed as Project 
Supervisors Design Process (PSDP) 

The contract documents were signed on the 16th May 2019.
The first stakeholder consultation meeting for the Parnell 
Street, Lanes and Bow-ways project is scheduled for the 12th 
June 2019

 

• Ennis MD Submission to the 
Excellence in Local Government Award

 
Ennis Municipal District made a submission to the Excellence 
in Local Government Awards 2019 under the “Sustainable 
Development” category for the Banner Beekeepers Apiary 
located at the rehabilitated landfill in Doora, Ennis. This is a 
collaborative project involving Banner Beekeepers, Clare Co. 
Council and Ennis Tidy Towns providing an apiary on public 
lands, where the organisation can train, develop and mentor 
people wishing to take up the craft of bee keeping. It meets 
the objectives of Clare Biodiversity Action Plan and County 
Clare Heritage Plan to promote Clare as an important refuge 
for native pollinators and meets the objectives in the All Ireland 
Pollinator Plan 2015-2020. 

• Church Drive surfacing works

Surfacing of public laneways to the rear of Church Drive 
in Clarecastle has been undertaken under the Community 
Involvement Scheme. The works were completed May 2019.

 ENNIS MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
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ENVIRONMENT
Capital Projects – Lahinch Visitor Toilet Upgrade Project:  Contractors 
have now completed the new and extended public toilets in Lahinch. 
These toilets are of a high quality standard and comprise of male, 
female and universal toilet spaces as well as dedicated plant room 
and storage spaces. The toilets are now open and will benefit all 
users visiting the area and complement the other public realm works 
currently ongoing.

RMCEI – Recommended Minimum Criteria  
for Environmental Inspections 

Waste enforcement, laboratory and technical support, water and 
scientific services continue to carry out the inspections outlined in 
the 2019 RMCEI plan as well as responding to complaints received. 
Progress will be tracked throughout the year by each team to ensure 
they are on target. 

Environmental Awareness

Greener Clare linking with Clare Libraries: Karen Foley, Environmental 
Awareness Officer, presented at Library Association of Ireland – 
Western Regional Section summer seminar at the Shannon College 
of Hotel Management on 27 May. The presentation focused on how 
Clare Libraries could support a greener Clare and become more 
environmentally sustainable. With libraries being the ultimate reuse 
network there is a great capacity to promote the importance of the 
higher order waste policy actions (relating to prevention, reuse, 
resource efficiency, recycling) and making the necessary links to 
climate mitigation.

An Taisce Green School Awards: 23 Clare schools were awarded 
their An Taisce Green School Flags at an awards ceremony on 9 May 
at Galway Bay Hotel. 118 Clare schools have now received the award. 
Ruan NS received its first Green Flag  this year. 

Blue Flag Beach Postcard competition: Clare schoolchildren aged up 
to 13 years were invited to participate in the 2019 Blue Flag Awareness 
Quiz. The initiative raised awareness of our Blue Flag Beaches and the 
standards that need to be reached to retain our nine Blue Flags. Approx 
600 postcard entries were received. There were eight winners, each 
receiving a €50 sports voucher and an environmental awareness pack.

Blue Flag Beach Awareness Sessions: 
Blue Flag beach environmental and water safety awareness sessions 
for schools commenced at all Clare’s Blue Flag Beaches. Sessions cover 
issues such as what it means to have a Blue Flag beach, the importance 
of it to Co. Clare, the importance of protecting biodiversity in our local 
water catchments, the effects of littering and illegal dumping on the 
marine environment, the promotion of waste segregation including 
www.mywaste.ie as well as the importance of preventing waste and 
reusing products. Students attending these sessions are taught water 
safety at the beach, on the farm and on the waterways. Each student 
receives an Irish Water Safety Land Paws 2 certificate.

Laboratory & Technical Support

Bathing Waters: 
The bathing season commenced on 22nd May for 2019 and will run 
until mid September. Laboratory staff will monitor 12 designated bath-
ing locations throughout the County. The results are displayed on the 
information notice boards at the beaches and are also sent to the EPA 
for upload on the EPA website www.beaches.ie.

In addition to the 12 designated bathing areas, bathing water quality 
is monitored at Carrigaholt as a data collection process for future as-
sessment. The first set of analysis for 2019 (see above) showed all 12 
designated bathing areas to have excellent water quality. 

River Monitoring Program 2019:
Clare County Council is required to collect 295 river water samples in 
2019. The calendar for sampling was agreed with the EPA in December 
last with the sampling spread evenly over the 12 months. To date 5 
sampling runs have been completed with samples forwarded to the 
EPA. 

Irish Water Service Level Agreement:
Clare County Council is required to sample and analyse all public water 
supplies. The level of monitoring required is agreed with Irish Water 
and is based on the population served.  The monitoring is spread even-
ly throughout the year and a number of monitoring runs have been 
completed. The analysis results are then forwarded to IW in agreed 
format.   

Under the IW SLA Clare County Council monitors all discharges from 
public wastewater treatment plants. The analysis results are forward-
ed to IW on a monthly basis.

Group Water Schemes and Small Private Supplies:
Clare County Council is the Competent Authority for regulating private 
water supplies and undertakes in excess of 270 samples from these 
supplies each year. The sampling and analysis will be ongoing through-
out 2019.

Lahinch Public Toilet Upgrade Project

Location Classification Awards 
Kilkee Excellent Blue Flag 

Cappagh Pier ( Kilrush) Excellent Blue Flag 
Whitestrand (Doonbeg) Excellent Blue Flag 

Seafield Quilty Excellent Green Coast 
Spanish Point Excellent Blue Flag 

Whitestrand (Milltown 
Malbay) 

Excellent Blue Flag 

Lahinch Excellent Blue Flag 
Fanore Excellent Blue Flag 

Bishopsquarter Excellent Green Coast 
Inland Waters   
Ballycuggeran Excellent Blue Flag 

Mountshannon Excellent Blue Flag 
Ballyallia Excellent Green Coast 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21



Water and Scientific Services

Water Pollution Complaints: 38 pollution complaints have 
been dealt with to date in 2019.

National Inspection Programme of Domestic Wastewater 
Treatment Systems (Septic Tanks): Re-inspections of outstand-
ing open Advisory Notices continue to take place. Eight inspec-
tions have been done by this team to date in 2019.

Section 4 Licenced Premises: Administrative engagement con-
tinues to be carried out for licenced premises.

Planning Department referrals: Planning permission referrals 
are assessed by this section and scientific reports are provided 
to the planning section for wastewater treatment systems and 
other developments.  55 environmental reports have been sub-
mitted to the planning section to date (19 in May) and 82 for-
estry reports submitted to Forest Service via the planning sec-
tion this year to date.

Farm Inspections under the Good Agriculture Practice (GAP) 
Regulations 2017: Clare County Council carries out inspections 
for the following reasons;
• to ensure compliance with the GAP Regulations, 
• following notifications from the DAFM, 
• pollution investigations,
• complaint investigations. 
15 farm inspections were carried out during May 2019.

River Basin Management Plan 2018-2021: Scientific person-
nel have commenced investigative assessments in the Bally-
cullinan lake catchment. 2 Local Authority Waters Programme 
(LAWPRO) engagement meetings (Lough Graney/River Bleach 
& Shallee catchments) were attended by members of this team 
during May 2019.

Waste Management

Bring Banks: Seasonal bring banks are currently being put in 
place for White Strand Doonbeg, White Strand Miltown Mal-
bay and Spanish Point.  Kilrush bring bank site will see repair 
works begin in the next week which includes for an additional 
porthole to cater for increased volumes of recyclables over the 
summer months.

Doora Landfill: Clare County Council facilitated a visit to the site 
by members of the BSBI (Botanical Recorders) on Sat 11th May. 
The purpose of this was to hopefully create a one day Bioblitz 
(Biodiversity identification event) in the near future. This may 
then become an annual event.  The Council would receive all 
records that are collected on these days and should be useful in 
reporting on the ecological status of the site.

Clare County Council has applied for funding under the ORIS 
(Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme). The application 
includes for hedge-cutting to improve safe access for users, ad-
ditional walking trails, extra signage, additional benches and 
picnic tables, fairy trail facilities and repairs to manholes and 
fences.

General - Civic Amenity Sites: Sites are now entering the busi-
est time of the year with increases in the amount of green 
waste and timber in particular being accepted at the CAS’s. 

Waste Enforcement

•  The enforcement team continues to manage environmental 
complaints with over 225 complaints received and investigated 
during the month of May.  Illegal dumping and fly tipping re-
main the persistent offenders for the month. Clean-ups of il-
legal dumping sites in Cratloe, Ardnacrusha, Meelick and Cool-
acasey took place in recent weeks.  Dog fouling also continues 
to be a problem at various locations throughout the County.  
An awareness campaign relating to Dog Fouling continues, and 
over 50 letters were issued to householders in an estate where 
dog-fouling is a major problem.   A notice on Managing Green 
Waste was also advertised on local media during the month. 

•  An application to the DCCAE for this year’s anti-dumping initi-
ative was submitted and a number of problem sites and projects 
were identified for inclusion in the initiative. All projects sub-
mitted were deemed to have met the criteria for funding.  A 
grant of €59,000 has been approved and work on these projects 
will commence over the following weeks.

•  A number of unauthorised dumping sites have been identi-
fied as part of the Section’s ongoing patrolling of the county. 
Directions under Waste Management & Litter Pollution Acts 
have been served on individuals\companies to address the is-
sues arising.

•  Surveys relating to waste management practices are being 
carried out under the new County Clare Waste Management 
Bye-laws, 2018.  The purpose is to determine if household-
ers take appropriate measures to ensure that waste is stored, 
managed, presented and collected in a matter so that risk to 
the environment is minimised.  Reminders have been issued to 
householders who have failed to respond to our initial requests 
for information. 

•  Issue of fines to individuals under the Litter Pollution Act 
1997 remains ongoing with 3 fines issued for the month of May.  

Gardening

•  During May, the gardening team are continuing their floral 
work with the installation of suitable summer bedding plants 
and baskets.

•  There are ongoing discussions and meetings with Ennis & 
West Clare MD staff in relation to the Dubai Duty Free Irish 
Open (DDFIO) and the required input from Gardening. This 
culminated in agreement on the development of certain high 
value locations within Lahinch town that would benefit from 
additional design and enhancement by the Gardening Section. 
Works on these locations will commence in early June.

•  Ongoing routine maintenance works continue within the Gort 
Road depot and beds and public areas, i.e. watering, weeding, 
feeding, grass cutting.

•  Additional planters are being prepared for location within En-
nis at later dates in the summer.

•  Gardening staff are currently reviewing policies and work 
activities to establish if improvements can be made to encour-
age local biodiversity and pollinators, in line with recent corre-
spondence issued by An Taisce and Biodiversity Ireland.
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
CLARE FIRE SERVICE

Recent Training Courses: 
The following brigade training courses were held during May; 
• 2 No. Emergency Services Driving Standard Practical Courses
• 3 No. Emergency Services Driving Standard Tests
• Snorkel Instructor Course (Shannon)
• Initial Breathing Apparatus Wearers Course (Clonmel)

Information Briefing Sessions/Coaching: 
Human Resources in conjunction with the Fire Service are rolling 
out Information Briefing Sessions and Coaching Sessions for Fire 
Fighters in all seven stations.  The briefing sessions will include 
an overview of Corporate Services, Human Resources, Health & 
Safety, Partnership, Social Club, Child Protection and Employee 
Welfare and Benevolent Fund.  Team Building exercises will 
be provided by Deirdre Murray, Coach.  The course has been 
completed in Kilkee and Ennis Fire Stations in May and further 
dates have been identified for the remaining stations.

Schools Programme:
114 primary schools across Clare are participating in a fire 
safety awareness campaign facilitated by Clare County Fire & 
Rescue Service.  

The information sessions form part of a nationwide programme 
entitled “Safety Team”, which is designed to teach third class 
children to educate their families about fire safety and about 
protecting homes and communities from fire.  

The programme was officially launched at Scoil Seanain Naofa 
in Clonlara by Mayor of Clare Cllr. Michael Begley and is being 
rolled out to Clare’s remaining primary schools.

Road Safety Event: On Monday 20th May, Clare County Council, 
together with An Garda Síochána, the Health Services Executive, 
the Road Safety Authority and Clare Motor Club hosted a Road 
Safety Event for Transition Year Students at Glór in Ennis.   
The attending students were introduced to the aftermath 
of Road Traffic Collision was enacted in the car park, with An 
Garda Síochána securing the scene before the Fire Service 
arrived. Upon arrival, the Fire Service, using specialised cutting 
equipment, extricated casualties from the crashed vehicles and 
handed them over to the care of the Ambulance Service, whom 
were providing casualty care throughout the exercise.  

Following the outdoor demonstration, which also included 
the RSA Rollover Shuttle, the attendees were invited into Glór 
where representatives of the different responding agencies 
provided a true to life overview of what they went through when 
dealing with such scenes – these representatives included An 
Garda Siochána, Fire Service, Ambulance Service, Emergency 
Department and Coroner.  Feedback from attendees was very 
good, and it is intended to run such an event on an annual basis.
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
Dubai Duty Free Irish Open Interagency Meeting:  On the 16th May, representatives from An Garda Síochána, Clare County Council, 
Health Services Executive, Irish Coast Guard, Lahinch Golf Club and the European Tour met as part of the emergency planning 
process for the upcoming Dubai Duty Free Irish Open event taking place from 3rd – 7th July next.  This meeting, (similar to what 
was in place for the All-Ireland Fleadhs) covered areas such as onsite and offsite co-ordination in the event of an emergency, traffic 
management, crowd management, food safety, fire safety and Water Safety during the week of the event.  It is intended to exercise 
a response to various scenarios in early June as part of the overall planning for this event.

Clare Civil Defence

Civil Defence provided medical cover for the following events:
•  Teenage Discos held in the Queens Hotel as part of a joint initiative between Clare DC and An Garda Siochana • Des Butler Memorial 
Cycle, East Clare  • Newmarket-on-Fergus Horse Show  • Ennis Darkness into Light • “Run Clare” half marathon in Lisdoonvarna • 
Jamboree in the Park festival at Ennis Showgrounds • Day 1 of the Clare 250 Charity cycle • International Mountain Bike Trials in 
Killaloe (2 days) • Cycle Training Session in Barefield • Legend’s Charity soccer match in Shannon • Cycle Ireland time trials in Barefield

Civil Defence also assisted An Garda with a search for evidence in the River Fergus.

Members Training & Professional Development: 
•  CFR Instructors provided a CFR Refresher Course for members of the Inagh Community First Responder Scheme
• 10 Clare Civil Defence Recruits completed a final training day exercise
•  Members completed a 4x4 advanced driving course 
•  Members assisted Clare County Council’s Road Awareness School’s Programme for TY Students.  A talk was given by the Civil 
Defence Officer to the students.
• Members of the boat crew conducted a training exercise on the River Fergus
• Members completed a Powerboat Level II Coxswain’s Course in Killaloe (included Ms. Laura Forde, Clare CD’s second ever female 
coxswain. 

Fire & Building  Control Section (Main Activities) MAY 2019  
(up to 30 May)

APRIL 2019 2019 TOTAL

Number of Emergency Calls Attended 68 143 471

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received 10 9 43
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted 7 8 39

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated 1 1 3

Number of Disability Access Certificates Received 6 9 32

Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted 4 8 29
Number of Commencement Notices Received 38 44 202
Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints 1 1 6
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BLUE FLAGS CEREMONY

Clare County Council recently hosted the An Taisce Blue Flag 
and Green Coast Awards.  

An Taisce has awarded the prestigious International Blue Flag 
to 9 Clare beaches, including Whitestrand, Miltown Malbay, 
Ballycuggeran, Whitestrand Doonbeg, Mountshannon, Cappa, 
Fanore, Spanish Point, Kilkee and Lahinch. 

Green Coast Awards were also awarded for the third year 
running to the beaches at Bishops Quarter (Ballyvaughan), 
Seafield (Quilty) and Ballyalla Lake.

The Blue Flag and Green Coast Awards were accepted on behalf 
of Clare County Council by Councillor Michael Hillery; Carmel 
Kirby, Director of Physical Development; Clare McGrath, Clare 
Water Safety Development Officer and staff of Clare County 
Council, at a ceremony held in Spanish Point.

The Blue Flag is a prestigious environmental eco-label awarded 
to over 4000 beaches and marinas in 49 countries across Europe, 
South Africa, Morocco, Tunisia, New Zealand, Brazil, Canada 
and the Caribbean. The award, which is operated in Ireland 
by An Taisce on behalf of the Foundation for Environmental 
Education (FEE) - represents high standards in water quality, 
environmental information and education, environmental 
management and safety, services and facilities. 

The Green Coast Award recognises beaches for their clean 
environment, excellent water quality and natural beauty 
and is targeted at beaches that may not have the necessary 
built infrastructure required to meet the criteria set for Blue 
Flag status. Bishops Quarter, Seafield and Ballyalla Lake were 
awarded by the Irish Green Coast Award Jury following bathing 
water quality tests and beach inspections carried out in 2018 
and assessment of the beach management plans submitted by 
Clare County Council to An Taisce.

Blue Flag and Green Coast Awards
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LOCAL ELECTION IN PICTURES
                         PICS BY THE CLARE CHAMPION                                                               

Johnny Flynn and Pat Hayes chatting with Amanda Major and 
Pat’s daughter Ciara Hayes. Photograph by John Kelly

TD Timmy Dooley and Bill Chambers check out the tallys during 
the Clare Local Election count. Photograph by John Kelly. 

Owen Ryan (left) chats with former Cllr Christy Curtin and former 
TD Michael McNamara during The Clare Champion / Clare 

County Council broadcast from Treacy’s West County Hotel.

Joe Cooney is greeted by a well wisher on arrival in the Clare 
Local Election count. Photograph by John Kelly

Alan O Callaghan chatting with former councillor Oliver Garry dur-
ing the Clare Local Election count. Photograph by John Kelly

Mary Howard takes a selfie with supporters Catherine Ryan, Val-
erie Burns and Deirdre Shannon Dromey. Photo by John Kelly

Joe Carey, TD with Cllr. PJ Kelly during the Clare Local Election 
count at the West County Hotel, Ennis. Photograph by John Kelly. 

Pat Dowling, Chief Executive, with Pat Wallace, Courts Service, 
during the Clare Local Election count. Photo by John Kelly.
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