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FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES

CORPORATE SERVICES

The following tender opportunities have been published in
December:

Tender Description

Deadline
Date

Refurbishment Works to Existing Cusack Lodge,
Brookville, Lahinch Road, Ennis, Co. Clare

25.01.19
noon

Lahinch Coastal Protection Works – Phase 2

20.12.18
noon

Staff celebrate winning Local Authority of the Year
A special reception for staff marking Clare County Council being
named Local Authority of the Year 2018 at the annual Excellence in
Local Government Awards was held in Áras Contae an Chlair and at all
Area Offices in early December.

HUMAN RESOURCES
• The Core, Payroll and Superannuation teams in Human Resources worked on end-of-year processes in
the final quarter of 2018. Further project work was
carried out in respect of the assessment of the new
modules for Core and a gap analysis for the national
upgrade to Core V28.
• A total of 9 training courses were delivered in December with 106 staff attending. These included manual handling (73), Mobile Elevated Works Platform
(10), Child Safeguarding (4), Occupational First Aid (8)
and Technical Report Writing among others.
• In the coming month training is planned across a
number of areas including CPC, confined spaces, IPA
A-Z in Local Government, Junior Achievement and
procurement training.
• During December there were interviews held for
Customer Services Officers with eligibility exercises
held for Technician (Grade 2) and Grade 4 in the ICT
Department. During 2018 there were 75 competitions/exercises organised through the Recruitment
unit with 51 panels formed.
• Clare County Council staff volunteered to participate in Junior Achievement programmes in primary
schools across Clare during 2018. Among them was
Tara Lynch (IT) who engaged with Junior Infants class
students of Ennis CBS, pictured here in the Council
Chamber with Mayor of Ennis Clare Colleran Molloy
in December.

LOCAL AUTHORITY OF
THE YEAR

A TEAM EFFORT
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT

December 2018 Actions: Monthly Management Report for the January Meeting of Clare County Council.

Construction of new Multi-Service Innovation Centre in Ennistymon commences
meeting rooms, training rooms and full audio visual facilities.
The first floor of the shared services building will be occupied
by North-West Clare Family Resource Centre. Mol an Óige Steiner National School is also an existing tenant within the building complex on the ground floor. The local authority facility is
scheduled to open in September 2019.
This centre will have a significant, positive economic impact for
Ennistymon and the wider North Clare area by contributing to
employment creation and local regeneration. The delivery of
a range of business, social and community services from this
central town location is a key target of the Rural Development
Strategy which promotes the development of community-led
social enterprises, rural tourism, and SMEs.

L-R Cllr. Richard Nagle; Aldo Andreucetti, Clerk of Works, General Design, Clare County Council; Urban McMahon, Head of Information Systems & Clare Broadband Officer, Clare County Council; John Moylan,
Chief Technician, General Design, Clare County Council; Cllr. Bill Slattery; Leonard Cleary, Director of Services, Rural Development, Clare
County Council; Michael Begley, Mayor of Clare; David McInerney, Jada
Projects Ltd.; Pat Dowling, Chief Executive of Clare County Council.

One of the issues recurring and being highlighted through
the Rural Development Strategy is the absence of high speed
Broadband throughout Rural Clare. While access to broadband
services is critical, the requirement for facilities to compliment
this infrastructure was deemed equally important.

Clare County Council has signed a contract with Jada Projects
Ltd. for the development which involves the conversion of an
existing building, located on Parliament Street.
The Multi-Service Innovation Centre comprises hotdesks with
business broadband, incubation units for small businesses,

The Multi-Service Innovation Centre benefited from funding
totalling €1,023,300 under the Government’s €1 billion Rural
Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF), which aims to
breathe new life into Ireland’s smaller towns and villages. The
development also received €100,000 under the 2017 Town and
Village Renewal Scheme.

Irish Open Consults Businesses

Little Ark, Kilbaha

Clare County Council attended a public meeting of businesses
in the North Clare areas on 11th December, 2018, as one of the
key partners involved in supporting the Irish Open at Lahinch in
2019.

A project meeting was held to discuss plans for visitor facilities
adjacent to the “Little Ark”. This key heritage attraction is visited by tourists on the Wild Atlantic Way.
Kilballyowen Community Development Ltd are leading the
project with support from the Rural Development Directorate
and the West Clare Municipal District Office. A gap has been
identified requiring the provision of visitor facilities at the local
community centre building (Halla Eoin).

Clare County Council’s co-ordinator for the Irish Open is Adrian
Kelly, Chief Fire Officer. On a cross-directorate basis, the Council
will support this event which will deliver world wide exposure of
the Clare Tourism offering.
The West Clare Municipal District Office (Ennistymon) is already
progressing various civil works led by Morgan Lahiffe, A/Senior
Executive Engineer.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Quilty Tourism/Sports Plan

Burren Experience

Failte Ireland held consultation workshops on the development of an apur drive off the Wild Atlantic Way to benefit
the Eastern Burren and Buren Lowlands in late 2018. The
Rural Development Directorate, West Clare MD office and
Cliffs of Moher Centre Ltd participated in discussions in
conjunction with Galway County Council & Failte Ireland.

Pictured at the Quilty sports and tourism project meeting on 2 January: Marty Morrissey, Siobhán O’ Reilly (AO, Rural Directorate), local committee members and Ciaran Lynch (Communities Creating
Jobs). In partnership with the Rural Development Directorate, the
Quilty committee project is now preparing to commence a master
plan for its tourism and sports projects.

Funding secured for Ballynacally
tourism and community project

Siobhan O’Reilly, AO, Rural Development, pictured with Liam Kirwan of the Ballynacally Development Assoication. Pic John Kelly

Ballynacally Development Association has secured funding
of €93,000 under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme
which is administered by the Department of Rural & Community Development. The 2018 Town & Village Scheme
placed a particular emphasis on projects that have the potential to stimulate economic development.
The project, which has been identified by the Ballynacally
Development Association in conjunction with the Rural Development Directorate of Clare County Council, involves the
reuse of a number of adjoining vacant cottages in the centre
of the village. In particular, it is intended to convert 2 of the
cottages into a single 3-bedroomed self-catering apartment,
which will be used as tourist accommodation for visitors.
This is located along the newly established Shannon Estuary
Way. The other cottages will be developed for use as a community co-op shop, which will allow local people to showcase and sell arts and crafts. The shop will also facilitate the
operation of a Tourist Information Point.
The restoration and reuse of the buildings in a prominent
location within the village will enhance the local area as well
as boost its attractiveness to visitors. The project has the potential to benefit the local economy as the demand for local
services increases as a result of an increase in visitor numbers. In addition, it will enable the creation of at least 1 full
time job and 3 part time jobs in caretaking, administration,
reception and housekeeping duties. Rural Development
will be working with Ballynacally Development Association
to ensure successful delivery of the project within the timelines as prescribed by the Department and also in capacity
building of the voluntary group.

Team Tourism Ltd were appointed as consultants to prepare the Clare
Tourism Strategy. The Project Team comprised of Council staff and its
partners Shannon Heritage and Failte Ireland engaged with the consultants with a view to public consultations taking place early in 2019.

Clare JPC
The Clare Garda Divisional Policing Plan 2019 is currently being
drawn up in conjunction with the National Policing Policy 2019.
The JPC assisted during December /January with the Gardaí invitation seeking views from local agencies and stakeholders on local
issues that they feel need to be addressed, and views on how to
address them. The Clare JPC serves as a forum for consultations,
discussions and recommendations on policing and crime issues.
The JPC supported this initiative, which may enhance the Clare Divisional Policing Plan with objectives reflecting the community needs
of the people of Clare.
The areas where views/input were sought included: improvement
of services provided to people of Clare, views to enhance community and Garda relations, views on areas that require more attention
from the Gardaí, views to make the roads safer, views on anti-social
behaviour and how can it can be tackled, and views on crime problems and on ways to deal with it. Submissions were forwarded to
the Gardaí (by 6th January).
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HOUSING

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Update on Capital Projects:

2018 a year in review, Clare County Council’s performance against targets:

SHIP Capital

Number
approved

Current stage

Commencement
Date

Completion
Date

Clonlara

9

Under construction by
Pat Keogh Construction Ltd.

20 November
2018

Feakle

13

Under construction by
Custy Construction Ltd.

5 November
2018

Q1 2020

Quilty

18

Tender completed, Stage 4 to be
submitted for approval

March 2019

Q3 2020

Roslevan, Ennis

8

Tender completed, Stage 4 to be
submitted for approval

March 2019

Q1 2020

Ashline, Ennis

40

Stage 2 to be submitted to
DHPLG for approval

Q4 2019

Q2 2021

Tullyglass
Shannon

21

Following announcement of
funding for embankment works
this project will recommence.

Q1 2020

Q2 2021

Ballyboy TAU

5

Tenders returned.

Q2 2019

Q3 2019

Corofin

2

Project completed in December
2018

Q4 2017

Complete

Shannon NDFA
project

51

NDFA bundle being prepared for
tender.

Q3 2019

Q3 2021

Subtotal

146

CAS - Cahercalla
Phase 2
(Cuan an Chlair)

15

CAS Construction Stage 3
submitted to DHPLG for
approval 14.11.2018

March 2019

Q2 2020

Acha Bhile, Ennis
(Cluid)

31

Complete
CALF Construction

Q2 2018

Q4 2018

Roslevan
(CoOperative
Housing Ireland)

5

CALF Turnkey. 3 units were
delivered with the 2 remaining
units to be delivered in 2019

Q1 2018

3 Complete,
2 to be
delivered in
Q2 2019

Bruachlan,
Westbury
(CoOperative
Housing Ireland)

22

CALF - Property transfer
complete, CHI to commence
procurement of design team.

Q4 2019

Q3 2021

Tullyvarraga,
Shannon
(CoOperative
Housing Ireland)

47

CALF Acquisition application
approved works ongoing, expect
stage delivery with some units
delivered in 2019

Q2 2018

Q2 2020

Meelick
(Thomond
Housing
Association)

4

Complete
CAS Acquisition

Q1 2019

Q4 2019

Subtotal

124

AHB delivery

Total

270

th

Q4 2019

th

Homelessness

• The provision of accommodation and a quality service for those pre-

senting as homeless remains a priority for this Council. In this regard
works are ongoing in relation to the delivery of additional office space
to facilitate the additional homeless services we will be managing from
1st February.
• The acquisition of the homeless HUB is complete and it is anticipated
that the HUB will be operational by the end of Q1 2019. The HUB on
completion will provide supported accommodation for up to 5 homeless
families, the facility will be operated by NOVAS for and on behalf of Clare
County Council.
• The number of people presenting to Homeless Services in Clare remains
* need to confirm with the DHPLG if these can be counted toward high with 36 presentations recorded for the month of November. For verification purposes we are reporting homeless presentations a month in
CCC’s overall targets.
arrears. The homeless figures for November indicate full occupancy of 13
Clare CountyCouncil has exceeded its housing delivery targets for 2018 beds at Laurel Lodge and on 30 November there was also 56 adults and
and are working diligently to ensure a pipeline of projects for 2019 and 42 dependents in emergency accommodation.
2020 to meet future targets.
Rebuilding Ireland Affordable Loan
In addition to directly provided social housing those qualified for social
• Interest in the ‘Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan’ remains high with 65 no.
housing support are accommodated as follows:
completed applications and 202 enquiries received to date. 42 no. loans
have gone to Credit Committee for decision, 37 of which have been apRental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) = 366
proved, 7 of those following an appeal to the Appeals Panel and 14 have
Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) = 1334
been drawn down. The loan scheme offers a fixed rate for credit worthy
Short term leasing = 113
low to middle income first time buyers with a view to making home ownLong term leasing =158
ership more affordable.
Approved Housing Body lease arrangement = 152
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Incentivised Schemes

SPORTS & RECREATION

• The Council invites you to register properties known to be vacant
on the vacant homes website www.vacanthomes.ie, for this the
Council can target the return of the housing unit through acquisition, Buy and Renew and/or Repair and Lease (RLS) schemes. The
premise of these schemes is to address vacancy and return units to
occupancy in a timely fashion.
• A Vacancy Sub-Group is being set up at national level to develop
an agreed methodology for the identification of recoverable and
liveable homes. Clear guidelines have yet to issue from the Dept in
assessing vacancy but a detailed methodology for assessing true vacancy is due to be rolled out to Local Authorities in a Training Manual
Format accompanied possibly by software in the coming months.
This will further inform the Council’s work in this area. In Clare 80
no. houses have been visually examined at this stage and of those
at least 22 appear to be vacant. 2 no. have been purchased and 4
others are in progress. A number of these property owners have
re-located and lack of knowledge on their whereabouts is a barrier
to advancing acquisition, and there are also legal/title/financial issues with a number of properties in receivership or re-possessed by
the Banks. Follow up work is continuing to establish property owners
and identify the reasons for vacancy and units that can be brought
back into use.

TIM SMYTHE PARK

Housing Refurbishment and Maintenance
• The management and turnaround of our housing stock to minimise
voids is continuously assessed and hereunder is the activity in this
regard:
Period

No. of
voids/casual
vacancies

No. of voids
returned to
stock

No. of properties
undergoing
refurbishment

Average
vacancy
period (days)

No. of
maintenance
calls

December

36*

6

69

116

275

* This figure does not include properties which have become vacant
after 1st January nor does it include acquisitions and long-term voids.
Grants
• Following the September Council meeting the Council advised the
public that grant applications for all three grants would cease as of
the 26th October until such time as the backlog of applications on
hand was cleared. The Council will continue to accept new applications for emergency cases only during this time.
• Grant approval issued in December for Housing Adaptation, Housing Aid and Mobility Aid grants:

Grant type

Housing Adaptation
Grant for People with a
Disability
Housing Aid for Older
People
Mobility Aids Grant
Grant Approvals issued
in December 2018

Approvals
issued in
December 2018
3

Value of
works

3

12,100

6

23,150

12

53,625

18,375
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• Running Track - The Running Track in Tim Smythe Park
went through a full Repair and Upgrade during the month
of December 2018.

ACTIVE ENNIS LEISURE COMPLEX
• Disability Facilities are being improved at our Leisure
Complex this January with the installation of a PRIVATE
shower cubicle that will accommodate a wheelchair.
• A Wheelchair Ramp will also be erected Poolside during
this month.
• New Year = New Fitness Class - Due to current popular demand, our highly qualified Fitness Instructors will be introducing a HIIT Class (high-intensity interval training) to the
Leisure Complex at the beginning of January. This class is
open to both non-members and members of Active Ennis.

• All Fitness and Aqua classes have recommenced after the
Christmas Break offering a Full Schedule of classes on a daily basis for All levels of Fitness.
• The Active Ennis website / Facebook page is updated continuously with information on all Classes that are on offer.
• Special Offers for new Memberships - Once again, there
has been a high uptake of the January Membership Promotions that are offered by Active Ennis, with both the 3
Month and 6 Month promotions drawing in new members
to avail of the facilities of the Leisure Complex – unlimited
access to the Swimming Pool, Gym, Sauna & Steam Room,
with reduced prices to classes taught by our Staff.
• Several new members have used their Active Ennis Gift
Vouchers that they’d been gifted over the holiday period –
a welcome present to receive as a New Year commences.
• Swimming Lessons - Both Adult and Childrens’ Lessons
are recommencing this month – with all levels 100% fully
booked and prepaid for. Swimming lessons take place 7
days a week at Active Ennis Leisure Complex over a period
of 7 weeks at a time.
International Christmas Tree Throwing Championship
• Preparations are well underway for the Annual Christmas
Tree Throwing Championship, which is organised every year
by Clare County Council Sports & Recreation Department.
As in previous years, this will be held at Active Ennis Tim
Smythe Park on Sunday 6th January, 2019.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Cultural Services

– Library, Arts, Museum, Archives

CLARE LIBRARY SERVICE
• December was a busy month in libraries
as a new initiative “Family Time at your library” began as well as ongoing events with
Healthy Ireland and other activities. Clare
County Library extended a particular welcome to families to visit its branch network
during December. “Family Time at Your Library” is a specially designated initiative under the Right to Read government policy to
welcome readers young and old from local
communities to attend events, take a library
tour, engage in activities, check out the library’s online resources and take time to
look at the extensive range of reading material available for all ages. New members are
especially welcome and library membership
is free.

• Libraries put on a range of events including showing films and making Christmas
cards in Kilkee. They also hosted “Fun Science Day” on December 15 when families
joined Scientist Dipankar Biswas to try out
a host of exciting and surprise experiments.
This was a collaborative event with Clare
Family Learning Project, Limerick and Clare
Education and Training Board, (LCETB). Kilrush and Sixmilebridge libraries hosted
Clare storyteller Ruth Marshall who told
stories and made Christmas crafts. Scariff
Library showcased its services and provided
an environmentally-friendly craft workshop
making Christmas decorations from recycled materials.
• Clare Family Learning Project “My Baby
and Me” is currently under way at Killaloe
Library with get together for parents and
their babies every Thursday from 10amnoon. Parents and their babies, under
three are invited to join tutor Laura Barrett
to share useful ideas on supporting their
children’s learning. It is an opportunity for
parents to meet others and to share useful
ideas on life-long learning for their children
in a positive and friendly environment. The
classes have been organised by the Limerick
& Clare Education & Training Board (LCETB).
DeValera Public Library, Ennis hosted its
family focused event on 15 December. Children and parents joined in family board
games, creative fun with LEGO and watched
a cartoon. Corofin Library celebrated the
festive season and the joy of reading. Families were invited to a special reading of ‘The

Night Before Christmas’, as well as Christmas poems and dance activities courtesy of
staff and Corofin Library book club.
• Seán Lemass Public Library, Shannon ran
a creative Christmas origami workshop for
children afterwards, families were invited
to join in the singing when local choir Non
Nobis Domine raised the roof with seasonal
favourites. This, like all the Christmas events
in libraries in December was free. There was
also Christmas stories and crafts for children
at the William Smith O’Brien Public Library,
Newmarket-on-Fergus.

• Author Roisin Meaney visited Ennistymon Library on Saturday 15th December
to entertain families in Storytime and demonstrate to parents how to make stories
come alive when reading to children. This
was followed by Christmas Crackers art and
craft activities. Christmas crafts was also
the focus of Lisdoonvarna’s “Family Time”
at your Library. Crafts included decorating Christmas cupcakes, making crackers
and Christmas garlands were all on the list.
Staff in Miltown Malbay Library invited the
public to choose from an extensive collection of children’s Christmas books including
new additions and old favourites. They also
included crafts including decorating festive
cupcakes.

• Healthy Ireland events took place in the
following libraries in December; Sean Lemass Library, Shannon, Scariff, Kilrush, Killaloe and Kilkee. Events included healthy
eating story & craft sessions, parent and
toddler yoga, chair yoga, talks on nutrition,
mindfulness through art and cyber safety.
There were staff information sessions on
Work Matters (a government sponsored enterprise and employment initiative) in Shannon and DeValera libraries.

CLARE ARTS OFFICE
•
Three exhibitions took place in Ennis, Scariff and Kilkee as well as an artist talk
in glór and a new artist moved into the Tulla
Stables Studios.
•
Zara Starr Madden from Ennis
held a number of gatherings in Kilkee for
members of the community as part of her
theatre residency in Cultúrlann Sweeney,
Kilkee.
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•
Public art projects all continued
this month including: FOLK Radio in the
X-PO in Kilnaboy; the Ganganli Project, with
composer Ian Wilson in West Clare and Delta Resonances, dance project in Shannon.
A digital survey was circulated to
•
artists and the general public as part of the
consultations on the upcoming Arts Plan
and a presentation was made to the SPC.
The annual Embrace (Arts & Peo•
ple with Disabilities Programme) Christmas
Concert took place in Cois na hAbhna.
The IBAL award, Bláth na hÍnse
•
was unveiled in Ennis by the Mayor of the
county. • A meeting was held with the Dept.
of Education on the schools programme.
•
Jack Talty and Maurice Gunning
were appointed as Creators in Residence in
a pilot initiative between the Arts Office and
the Irish Traditional Music Archive.

Clare Museum
•
Research and planning was carried out with two volunteers with a view
to launching a comprehensive new Education plan for local schools, and adult and
independent learners in February, 2019.
Progress was made in advancing the upgrade in the museum’s adlib database in
conjunction with the County Archives and
the IT section. The new system will be upgraded in early 2019.
A total of 1,344 items were cata•
logued into the museum collection during
the year, bringing the total to 2,628. It is
estimated that about 50% of the collection
is now catalogued and represents great
progress in relation to the museum’s documentation plan and will provide for more
efficient museum activities in the future. A
surveyor has been hired to carry out a survey of the famine village for the Creative Ireland project. This work is due to be carried
out in January.
•
The final visitor figure for the year
is between 30,000 and 31,000 visitors.

Archives
•
Digitisation: This project has recommenced, as the motor has now been
replaced. However, the PC attached to the
scanner has failed and so has been marked
for replacement. An order was put in for
this before Christmas and it is hoped to have
it in the New Year.
Queries: These continue to come
•
in via email and phone. As ever they cover a
wide range of topics, with a focus on genealogy.
•
Staff Library Stock continues to be
added to the library. Donations have been
offered which should expand the collections
in specific areas.
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Inputs to the Draft Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy (RSES)

Ennis 2040

•
The Southern Regional Assembly has prepared a draft
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Southern Region for the period 2019-2031. The draft RSES provides a
long-term regional level strategic planning and economic framework, in support of the implementation of the National Planning
Framework, for the future physical, economic and social developments for the Southern Region.

Work on drafting the Ennis 2040 Spatial and Economic
•
Strategy continues apace and in February 2019 it is anticipated
that a draft Strategy will be available for circulation to elected
Members.

The draft RSES is a consultation document and the Southern Regional Assembly will consider all submissions made in writing
between Tuesday 18 December 2018 and on or before 5.00pm
Friday 8 March 2019 before adopting the RSES. Submissions or
observations can be made via:
•
Online: www.southernassembly.ie (see below)
•
Email: rses@southernassembly.ie
•
Mail: RSES Submissions, Southern Regional Assembly,
Assembly House, O’Connell Street, Waterford X91F8PC.

Forward Planning
•
Clare County Development Plan 2017-2023 - The Chief
Executive’s Report to the Elected Members on progress achieved
in securing the objectives of the Clare County Development Plan
2017-2023 issued on 18th December 2018. This Report complies
with the requirements of section 15(2) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) requiring such a report to be
furnished to the Elected Members not more than 2 years after
the making of the Plan.

The following documents have been prepared and can be downloaded from their website on the public consultation section
(http://www.southernassembly.ie):
1.
Draft RSES;
2.
Environmental Report
3.
Natura Impact Report
4.
Regional Flood Risk Appraisal Report

•
Villages Studies – During the first week of December
2018 the final two Village public consultation events were held
in the villages of Carrigaholt and Mullagh. At the consultation
event the summary of the findings of the village pilot studies into
exploring opportunities for growth and regeneration, along with
recommendations, information and guidance for the local communities were presented. The feedback from the communities
is currently being collated with a view to finalising the Village
Plans.

These documents have also been placed on public display at the
following locations:
• Southern Regional Assembly, Assembly House, O’Connell
Street, Waterford X91F8PC during normal office hours;
• The planning counter of Clare County Council at Áras Contae
an Chláir, New Road, Ennis during normal office hours.

•
Ballyallia Amenity Enhancement Plan – A public consultation event was held in the Auburn Lodge Hotel on 11th December which was very well attended and many proactive inputs were put forward. A workshop was held with 6th class of
Barefield National School and all primary and secondary schools
have been contacted and issued with a school pack seeking their
input to the project. An on-line survey is currently available to
provide the opportunity for those who were not in a position to
attend the event to have their input, which will remain live until
mid January 2019. All inputs received during this process will be
collated and will feed into the drafting of the final Plan.

The draft RSES was discussed at the December meeting of the
Economic Development SPC and will be discussed in more detail
at their next meeting in order to prepare a draft submission for
full Council approval.
Proposal for Data Centre for Ennis
•
The Variation No. 1 to the Clare County Development
Plan 2017-2023 has been prepared and went on public display
from 21st December 2018 until 28th January 2019. The reason
for the proposed variation is to give effect to the Government
Policy Statement on the development of Data Centres in Ireland
by identifying, in a plan-led manner, the preferred location of a
Data Centre in County Clare. Environmental consultants have
completed a Strategic Environmental Assessment, a Natura Impact Report and a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for the subject
lands of the proposed Development Plan variation. Full details of
the proposed variation are available to view on www.clarecoco.
ie and at Clare County Council offices and public libraries. Following the public consultation period a Chief Executive’s report will
be prepared for full Council’s consideration.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Development Management
•
91 planning applications were received by Clare County
Council during December bringing the total number received for
2018 to 1076. The Table below shows the trend in planning applications since 2015 and there is an overall increase of 170 applications or 19% since 2015.
Year

supporting heritage-led regeneration in historic towns in Ireland
and €1 million will be made available to a number of towns to
assist in their regeneration. The Council is currently considering
which town could be submitted for funding under this scheme.
Heritage and Biodiversity
Reading the Local Landscape - Mayor of Clare, Council•
lor Michael Begley presented certificates to the participants of
the Reading the Local Landscape course at the Belbridge House
Hotel, Spanish Point on the evening of 12th December 2018.

Number of Applications Change over previous year

2018 1076

+70 (7 %)

2017 1006

-14 (-1%)

2016 1020

+104 (11%)

2015 906

•
15 pre-planning applications were received during the
month of December bringing the total received for 2018 to 285.
Planning Enforcement
•
There were 6 new complaints received, and 11 Warning
Letters and 1 Enforcement Notice issued during December 2018.
11 files were closed and no new legal proceedings were initiated.
Taking in Charge
•
Three estates were taken in charge during the month of
December, giving a total of 28 estates that were taken in charge
during the full year 2018.
•
Work is being finalised on a number of estates where
the bondholder is completing the works and the Taking in Charge
team are continuing to monitor progress on these estates and on
a number of other estates where we have engaged a contractor
to carry out remedial works on our behalf following receipt of
bond money.
Tender documents have recently issued for the com•
pletion of minor works on 1 development on which bond monies have been received and a number of other tender packs are
being prepared for several other estates for which bond monies have been paid over. The focus will be on priority remedial
works that will enable the estate to be completed to a standard
required for taking in charge.
The Taking in Charge team continues to monitor
•
progress on several estates under construction to ensure compliance with their planning permission and taking in charge policy.

With funding from the Clare Creative Ireland programme, the
Reading the Local Landscape a 12 week practical course took
place between September and November 2018 in the Education
Centre, Miltown Malbay. The central aim of the course was to
empower local community members to discover, recognise, promote and conserve their unique local heritage resources. This
aim is in line with that of the Clare Creative Ireland Strategy to
enable creativity in the community.

Conservation, Archaeology and Built Heritage
•
The Planning Department/Conservation officer facilitated the following meetings during December 2018: Kilkishen and
Sixmilebridge Tidy Towns, Clare Local Development Company,
Broadford Scouts, Vandeleur Gardens, Ballyallia Renewal, Ballyvaughan ACA, Mount Ievers Court, Sixmilebridge, Liscannor Pier,
Kilrush Maid of Erin and Simm’s Lane wall, Ennis.
The CO facilitated and advised on repairs to Ennis
•
Courthouse, Ennis & Mountshannon Garda Stations, Rathlaheen
Bridge, Mount Ievers Court, Sixmilebridge, and Bank of Ireland
Ennis, and carried out inspections on completion of conservation
works to Ballysheen Church, Sixmilebridge and the Vandeleur
Vault, Kilrush.
The CO prepared reports on nine planning applications
•
relating to Protected Structures, ACAs, archaeology, forestry and
vernacular buildings and Section 57 Declarations were prepared
for Inch Bridge, Ennis and Liscannor Harbour.

Instruction and tuition was provided to thirteen participants using a range of training techniques, including class based lectures,
case studies, group exercises, field trips and project work. The
course was delivered by Zena Hoctor and assisted by Martin Barry. Topics covered included geology, biodiversity, archaeology,
architecture, map reading and sources of information.
Field trips were taken to various sites in the Milltown Malbay
area, guided by local experts. Each participant then applied their
learning through the development of a short practical heritage
project, through which they were encouraged to communicate
and collaborate with each other and the wider community of the
locality.
The result of their work was showcased at the gathering in the
Belbridge Hotel. Due to the success of the course, the Council
intends to run further courses in Killaloe and Kilrush in 2019.

Historic Towns Initiative
The Heritage Council launched a new round of funding
•
under the Historic Towns Initiative on 3rd December aimed at

9

9

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE CLARE
Training Programmes

• LEO Clare published their 2019 Training and Development
Programme for January to June on their website. 31 programmes in total have been announced. Programmes include
Start Your Own Business Programme, Complete Digital Marketing and HACCP refresher course to correspond with the Irish
Open in Lahinch.
Women In Business
• On December 4th LEO Clare held a Women in Business Networking Event in Hotel Woodstock. The event was attended
by over thirty female entrepreneurs with guest speaker Aoife
Lenihan from TTM Healthcare discussing the best ways for businesses’ to update their marketing strategies.

Evaluation Committee (EVAC)
• LEO Clare held their sixth EVAC meeting on 11th December.
Two businesses were approved grant aid totalling €44,000.
In 2018 LEO Clare approved grant aid of €844,000 to 31 businesses. LEO Clare has paid out €700,000 in grant aid to 44 businesses across the county.
Trading Online Vouchers
• In 2018 LEO Clare grant aided 33 businesses for Trading
Online Vouchers. €64,000 in total was paid out to businesses
across the county in 2018 to help them develop or upgrade
their website into e-commerce.
Brexit
• LEO Clare have commenced a programme of direct engagement with individual enterprises to assess the potential impact
of a hard Brexit on their business model. LEO Clare will also
issue an information brochure in early January outlining the
supports that are available and encouraging business to make
contact with us to avail of these supports.
Rhode Island
• Following the announcement back in September of a new
joint venture between Titan Solutions Ltd, Shannon and Avtech
Inc, Rhode Island, the Director of Economic Development and
Head of Enterprise were invited to speak at a seminar in Rhode
Island (RI) on the benefits of locating in Clare as a gateway to
the European market.
Over 20 companies attended the seminar with many more companies joining for a networking event later the same evening.
During the course of our visit, we met with Commerce RI and a
number of key business leaders to further develop strong working relationships between Clare and Rhode Island aimed at using RI as an entry point for Clare companies to the US and also
to assist RI companies wanting to set up in Clare. We believe
this relationship has the potential to be mutually rewarding for
both Rhode Island and Clare.

Property Management
Under a national agreement, the Local Authority sec•
tor works in conjunction with the Department of Education
and Skills to acquire sites for new schools. In this regard, the
Council has recently confirmed its intention to acquire lands in
Kilrush for the Department of Education and Skills as the site
for Gaelscoil Uí Choimín, which originally opened 25 years ago.
The process of completing the purchase and working with the
Department will now commence.
Other property negotiations are underway to accom•
modate a larger third level offering in County Clare.
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ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS
• TII has announced its road grant allocations for 2019. The total allocation available to Transportation for 2019 for National
roads improvement and maintenance is €3.335m which represents a 74% increase in funding from TII’s initial allocation of
€1.92m in 2018.
The main increases from 2018 relate to:
- Provision of an additional grant of €60k for HD28 National Primary Pavement renewal
- An increase in National Secondary Pavement Overlays of €1.3m
- Provision of an additional grant of €25k for Fencing Retrofit
- An increase in National Secondary Winter Maintenance of €15k
An announcement of grant funding from DTTaS for Regional and
Local road grant improvement and maintenance is expected by
the end of January.
• Clare Co Council sent a further application for funding, following significant road damage as a result of the prolonged dry
weather, to the Department of Transport Tourism and Sport
in November 2018. The Dept in response allocated additional
funding to Clare Co Council in December of €45k under a new
‘Special Maintenance Grant’ to undertake repairs to the road
network in 2018. This brings to €595k the total funding received
in 2018 under this grant category. All grant funded works were
completed in 2018.

• Clare Co Councils Roadworks Programme for 2018 has been
completed. This includes Pavement Overlays of the National
Secondary road network at:
• Aughiska on the N67 €490k
• Grattan St, Kilkee on the N67 €722k
• Cahercallamore, Ennis on the N68 €200k
• Fountain, Ennis on the N85 €520k
• HD 28 Pavement Renewals €671k at locations hereunder:
• Main St Miltown Malbay, N67
• Claureen Rd Roundabout, Ennis, N85
• Beechpark Rd Roundabout, Ennis, N85
• Roundabout at Ennis Boys NS, N68
• The Roadworks Programme for 2019 is presently being prepared as part of the SMDW for 2019.
Winter Maintenance
The status of the Winter Maintenance is that we currently have
2,479 tonnes of salt in Beechpark, with a further 480 tonnes
currently being collected from Cobh. There is also 405 tonnes of
salt available from the TII for national roads should we require
it to be collected for this season. Currently we have enough salt
for approximately 49 treatments of all planned routes

• Clare Co Council also sought additional funding for Winter
Maintenance in the sum of €75k from TII in Dec 2018 which was
approved and paid by TII.

Road Design Office Projects
completed and developed in 2018

PUBLIC LIGHTING

Bridge Rehabilitation - Latoon Creek Bridge construction commenced on site in November 2017 and was completed on 25th May
2018. Total cost was 1.9 million euro including design, investigations,
service diversions and construction/supervision.

The key priorities in relation to public lighting include complete changeover to LED technology, achievement of the 2020
Carbon footprint reduction target and replacement of supporting infrastructure where required.
It was announced in late 2018 that the Road Management Office (RMO) have been successful in securing €17.5 million in
support from the Climate Action Fund for the LA Public Lighting Energy Efficiency Project nationally. This will form part of
the funding necessary for the delivery of the project. Clare
has confirmed its participation and has signed up to be included in region 1 of the Local Authority Public Lighting Energy
Efficiency Project.
For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options
available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults:
• Internet: Direct reporting on airtricitysolutions.com
• Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions Call Centre@ 1850 372 772
• Local Authority Identification – via clarecoco.ie /
0656821616.

In 2018, 0.8 million euro was received and Contractors procured
for bridge rehabilitation projects at O Briensbridge (Liscannor),
Cloghaun Lough, Killaderry, St Brendan’s, Bank Place, Inagh, Inghid,
Cloontymweenagh - the latter three projects were designed by the
Road Design Office. All these bridges were completed in 2018 except
for Inagh bridge which will be completed in January 2019.
Tenders have been awarded for Quin and Ballycorick bridges, and design is ongoing by Road Design on Annagh and Aghy bridges, these
bridges will be repaired in early 2019. Funding of 1.04 million euro
for a further 26 bridges is sought for 2019. The Road Design Office
has organised repairs to Rinerrinagh, Inch bridges and carried out inspections on other bridges as requested by MD Engineers.
Continued next page ----->
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Low Cost Safety Schemes on Regional and Local Roads - DTTAS
funding of 265,000 euro was received and designs were prepared
by the Road Design Office for four schemes. These are locations
with known accident patterns:
1.
R463 Blackwater Bridge approaches - substantially complete
2.
L4506 St Flannans College to Kilrush Road - commenced
Autumn 2018
3.
L3104 in Meelick village - Meelick village Spring 2019
Section 38 completed on Meelick and approved at MD meetings
4.
Kilmaley Post Office junction - substantially complete
Eight projects were included in the 2019 application totalling
344,000 euro.

Specific Improvement Grant – O’Briensbridge Rehabilitation
scheme. Part 8 scheme designed by Road Design Office for traffic
signals and walkway protection structures. The project is due to be
completed in February 2019 and will permit reopening of the River
Shannon walkway which had been closed for safety reasons.
Road Safety Remedial Measures on National Roads - Designs have
commenced for N85 Clareabbey Roundabout, N85 Lehinch Road,
Ennis, N68 Fahy’s Road, Kilrush. Works arising from TII HD 17 Road
Safety Inspections will also be progressed in 2019.

Clare County Council Noise Action Plan 2018 - The plan was approved at the July 2018 Council meeting.
EuroVelo - Is a network of 15 long distance cycle routes in Europe.
A 300km route for EuroVelo 1 has been assessed in Clare by the
Road Design Office/Sport Ireland in accordance with European Cyclist Federation criteria. Evaluation and action planning to develop
the route will be carried out in 2019. At present the assessed route
is primarily along low traffic Local roads. Works on site will consist mostly of information boards, signage and cycle maintenance
stands and some works could be completed during 2019 if funding
is available.
Doolin Cycle Routes – Accreditation works organised on all four
routes as required by Sport Ireland to ensure inclusion/promotion
of the routes on their website.
Other work ongoing –
•
Traffic counts and speed surveys – manual and radar – significant database available for project design
•
Design work for Knockanean NS road and Cratloe Pedestrian Crossing has commenced
•
Ennistimon to Lehinch off road cyclepath/footpath SI accreditation site works in progress.

General Design Office – Projects completed in 2018
Cliffs of Moher Coach Park and Toilet Block - Construction on site
complete and handover to the client for 1st June, 2018.
Kilrush Town Hall Refurbishment and Digital Hub - Open to the
public and Staff. Construction completed March 2018.
Mill House (County Enterprise) Office - Refurbishment works complete and ready to rent. Construction completed August 2018.
Ennistimon Innovation Centre & Office
1.
Part 8 completed. Planning Permission issued.
2.
Fire Safety Certificate has issued
3.
Disabled Access Certificate has issued
4.
Contractor appointed (Jada Projects Limited)
5.
Rural Regeneration funding approved
6.
Contractor stared on site 10/12/18
7.
Works to be completed by September 2019.
Ennis Digital Hub
1.
Part 8 completed. Planning Permission issued.
2.
Fire Safety Certificate has issued.
3.
Disabled Access Certificate has issued.
4.
Ready for etenders in January 2019
Ennistimon Area Office Works Refurbishment - Construction
works completed in December 2018
Cliffs of Moher Footpath Upgrade and Extension to Carpark
1. Outline proposal completed and approved by client
2. Survey the lands for Part V111 application January 2019.
Cappagh Pier - Construction completed April 2018.
Ennis Northern Inner Relief Road Phase 1 - Road opened, with
snags to be carried out. Defects Liability Period concluded on November 2018. Construction completed June 2018.
Quin Road Campus – Civil Defence Headquarters

1.
2.
3.
4.

Planning Permission issued
Fire Safety Certificate has issued
Disabled Access Certificate has issued
Ready for etenders in January 2019

Feakle Broadband Hub - Opened to the Public. Construction completed April 2018.
Miltown Broadband Hub - Opened to the Public. Construction
completed March 2018.
Speed Limit Review
1. A speed limits review was carried out during the years 2017 and
2018
2. The speed limits were adopted by Clare County Council by Resolution on the 8th of October 2018.
3. The signage scheduling has been completed.
4. The installation/infrastructure will be implemented in early
2019.
5. The Commencement date for the new speed limits is 1 Jun 2019.
Crusheen Bus Shelters - Survey and Design issued December 2018.
Section 38 Traffic Calming in Clondrinagh Crusheen - Survey and
Design issued September 2018.
Land Conveyancing at various locations including Cahercon Pier,
Kilmaley & Ballaghafadda West Ennis all completed.
The Junction Building Cloughleigh - Construction completed June
2018.
Illaunamanagh Burial Ground Extension - Design completed July
2018.
Ennis dog shelter improvement works Phase 1 - Design, Survey
and Construction completed.
Continued next page ----->
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General Design Office – Projects completed in 2018
Killaloe Bypass-Shannon Crossing - Land Registry Compliant Maps.
20% completed.

Rainwater Harvesting in the Burren - Survey and Design issued August 2018.

Section 38, Traffic Calming at Kilkishen - Design and Survey issued
August 2018.
Demolition of Brookville House, Gort Road Ennis - Ready for tender January 2019.

Bindon Court Ennis and No 1 Bindon Street - Survey and Design
issued.
1.
Ready for part V111 application for planning permission in
February 2019
2.
Construction to be completed in September 2019.

Section 11, Declaration of a public road at Scarriff - Completed
September 2018.

Derelict Sites - Reports issued on 45 different derelict sites around
the county.

Capital Delivery/Project Management Office (PMO)
• Killaloe Bridge and By-Pass – Work is continuing at pace in a
number of areas. To progress the detailed design, a number of Topographical Surveys and Ground Investigation Surveys are required.
Tender competitions for the procurement of these services were
completed and the successful contractors have been appointed
and Land owner consent is being sought for the priority areas as
required. In parallel, Land acquisition is being progressed both by
agreement and through the Arbitration process. The next meeting
of the Steering Group is scheduled for January 14th next.
• Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – The Steering
Group met in early December and the necessary work to complete
the Project Appraisal Plan is ongoing.
• Ennistymon Inner Relief Road & Bridge Crossing (Blakes Corner) – The next meeting of the Project Steering group comprising
of CCC, TII, the Midwest Regional Design Office (MWRDO) and Consultants (Roughan O’Donovan) is scheduled for January 9th. Prior
to Christmas, Letters seeking Landowner consent to carry out non
disruptive survey work were issued to relevant landowners. Meetings with some Landowners took place in late December with further meetings scheduled for the afternoon of January 9th. As always, we are available to meet and discuss any issues that affected
landowners may have.
• N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme – To facilitate the detailed
design, some additional Ground Investigation work is required
comprising of a small number of boreholes. The pricing for same
was sought and is currently being evaluated. Letters of consent
from Landowners are being prepared in parallel so that this necessary work can take place at the earliest juncture. The next meeting
of the Steering Group is scheduled for January 24th next.
• N19 Shannon Airport Access Road – Since the last meeting, the
Council has sought approval from TII to appoint Consultants for
Phases 1 – 4 with the tentative date for the appointment of Consultants in May 2019. The next Steering Group meeting is scheduled for Feb 27th next.

awaited. A Project Team meeting will be held in late January and a
detailed programme on what is required to meaningfully advance
the project will be agreed.
• West Clare Railway Greenway - Preliminary work continues
while we await the outcome from the two funding applications
submitted in late 2018.
• CFRAMs - The next meeting of the Steering Group comprising
of Clare County Council, OPW regional and OPW national is scheduled for January 21st next. Members will be aware that we now
have 6 schemes approved to proceed following the go ahead for
the Shannon scheme in tandem with the Shannon Embankments
scheme recently announced by the Minister. It is intended to go to
tender for the appointment of consultants for the various projects
early this year. As always, areas outside of the CFRAMs identified
schemes continue to be identified by Clare County Council and

funding sought under the Minor Works Scheme Programme.

•
LIHAF: This project, facilitated by the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund, proposes a new road connection
between the N85 Roundabout at Claureen and the Drumcliff/
Lees Road Junction is in the process of transitioning from the
Housing Section to the PMO. Engagement with the Department
and affected Landowners will take place in mid to late January.
• Shannon Embankments – On December 18th, Minister Kevin
“Boxer” Moran visited Shannon and announced that the necessary
funding has now been made available to progress this much awaited scheme. The flood protection measures identified for Shannon
Town under the CFRAMs Project and the required strengthening of
the Shannon Embankments including those at the Airport will be
advanced as a single project and will be led by Clare County Council. Clare County Council will now go to tender to appoint consultants to progress the scheme and are already working closely with
the OPW in regard to the completion of the Consultants Brief. In
parallel, we are working closely with the OPW and the Shannon
Group in order to expedite this much needed works.

• Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – The Tender Report was completed in mid December and forwarded to the OPW for their consideration and approval. Members are reminded that the OPW have
previously confirmed that the necessary funding is secure and that
approval to proceed should issue without delay, following which,
it is expected to commence on site in early March 2019. Negotiations with affected landowners are being progressed in parallel.
• Doolin Pier Services Centre & Village Enhancement – Members
will be aware that a funding application was made under the recent
Rural Regeneration & Development Fund, the outcome of which is
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STORM DAMAGE
The updated position in regard to the various Coastal and Flood/Storm damaged works is as follows:

PROJECT

CURRENT SITUATION

Cloughaninchy

Meetings are in progress between landowners and Clare Co Council with a view to acquiring the required
lands for the project.

Liscannor Bay

Clare County Council awaits the OPWs consideration on the progress of the scheme with particular reference to Clahane. Requested update from the OPW

Lahinch South

Following the recent competition, Tenders submitted are currently being evaluated prior to the appointment of the successful Contractor. Following which, it is expected that works will commence on site in
February.

Whitestrand
Miltown

An application for a coastal protection scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal erosion protection scheme has been submitted to the OPW and we await their determination re same.
Requested update from the OPW.

Kilbaha

Coastal Flood and Erosion Risk Management Study completed and submitted to the OPW for observations and recommendations. Requested update from the OPW.

Quilty

Work is continuing on the sediment transportation modelling and report requested by the Office of
Public Works. Requested update from the OPW

Doolin

Coastal Flooding and Erosion Risk Management Study completed and submitted to the OPW for observations and recommendations. Requested update from the OPW.

New Quay

Coastal Flooding and Erosion Risk Management Study completed and submitted to the OPW for observations and recommendations. Given the poor economic benefits to cost ratio of the preferred option,
it will not be considered further. This does not rule out the possibility of some limited works under a
minor works scheme.

Spanish Point

An application for a coastal protection scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal
erosion protection scheme has been submitted to the OPW and we await their determination re same.
Requested update from the OPW.

Flood Relief Schemes
The up to date position in relation to each of the areas where
we have been progressing flood relief schemes is as follows:
•
Springfield, Clonlara: Flood Relief Schemes:
Work is continuing to address the environmental issues raised
during the Planning Process and we are liaising with our Consultants and the OPW in this regard with the Consultants Report due to be finalised in the coming weeks.In parallel, consultations continue with landowners on acquiring the necessary
lands to construct the scheme.

•
Murtyclough:
An Bord Pleanala has granted permission subject to conditions
for the scheme. An Application for funding to move to detailed
design and construction is being prepared. The scheme will involve land agreements with property owners.
•
Shannon Estuary and Atlantic Coastline:
Work is continuing to address various environmental issues
that were highlighted during the design stage of this scheme.
•
Quin Flood Relief Scheme:
A project brief is being prepared at present to go to tender for
the appointment of consultants to progress this scheme to detailed design and planning stage.
•
Thomond Villas:
Work is continuing on the design of the scheme with a view to
preparing an application for permission. Given the proximity to
a Special Area of Conservation the environmental issues raised
by the proposal are considerable and are being examined in
detail prior to an application.

•
Miltown Malbay:
We have asked the Office of Public Works to expedite the Section 50 application for the necessary culvert works in Miltown
and we have been assured that a response will issue shortly.
An application for funding of the proposed scheme has been
submitted to the OPW.

•
Minor Works Schemes:
Clare County Council is currently engaging with the relevant
personnel in the Office of Public Works in regard to the various application schemes submitted and decisions on same are
awaited.
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WATER SERVICES

Annual Service Plan & Headcount 2019
The Annual Service Plan for 2019 is to be available in early January from
Irish Water to reflect proposed changes in a number of Key Performance Indicators and tracking measures. It has been confirmed by Irish
Water that the operational budget for 2019 is €12.097m (€11.799m in
2018) and that there is to be no reduction in the current staffing levels
within Water Services for 2019.
Non Domestic Metering
A new protocol for Reactive Maintenance Work Orders to enable all
Non Domestic work orders to be sent to Hand Held Units was introduced by Irish Water on Dec. 17th, 2018. This will facilitate a quicker
response time when dealing with such queries by directing it straight
to the appropriate person .
Water Conservation
The Operations team continued water conservation activity throughout the County reacting to various increases in demand in Shannon,
Ennis and Ardnacrusha to assist local staff in locating leaks in the Network. The Find and Fix team operated within a number of District Metering Areas in the Ennis Water Supply Zone during the month.
Asset Transfer project:
370 water & waste water assets, in Co Clare, have been identified to
date. Of these 51 are Non Operational/No Transfer to Irish Water and
a further 149 have been completed and transferred to Irish Water. This
leaves a list of 170 assets to be dealt with and eventually transferred to
Irish Water which is broken down as follows:
•
Pending - 43 assets are being discussed to be brought forward for transfer to Irish Water in the coming months – these consist
of straight transfers and also some assets having to be subdivided by
map/plan once an agreement has been reached on the size of the plot
containing the asset to be transferred and right of ways etc.
National Special Projects Office (NSPO) – This is a depart•
ment within Irish Water dealing with special projects including Facilitating the Asset Transfers from Local Authorities - 8 No. Assets are with
the NSPO for investigation to ascertain if they can be considered an
underground asset and can therefore be transferred by S.I. 13 of 2015
3rd Party/Unregistered assets - The remaining 119 assets
•
identified to be transferred to IW are on 3rd Party Registered lands
(98) or Unregistered Lands (21). Background work continues on these
assets.
Procedures are currently being discussed and developed by
•
Irish Water to provide guidance as to how to deal with these 119 assets
– i.e. whether CCC apply for 1st registration with the Property Registration Authority Ireland (PRAI) and then transfer to IW or if IW will apply
for 1st registration and who will pay Legal fees, registration fees etc.

CAPITAL PROJECTS

IW’s & (CCC’s) Capital Section is broken down into the following subsections;
• Infrastructure Programmes: (major infrastructure projects)
• Capital Programmes: (minor projects)
• Network Programmes: (mains replacements / find and fix)
Irish Water refer to the different phases of a project as Gates.
•
Gate 1. Environmental studies and data gathering.
•
Gate 2. Detailed design and planning.
•
Gate 3. Construction stage.

Infrastructure Programmes (Capital Projects)
Clare Capital Investment Plan (CIP) 2014–2016
Projects: (continuing from 2016)
Kilfenora Waste Water Treatment Plant
Now at planning stage – Clare County Council currently validating
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the planning application. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction
stage before the end of 2019.
Quin Waste Water Treatment Plant
Tender stage completed. This contract is now at ECI (Early Contractor
Involvement) stage and is expected to go to construction in the near
future.
Clonroadmore Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
As part of the Ennis Main Drainage Plan Ennis North’s Waste Water
Treatment Plant, Clonroadmore More WwTP, received an upgrade and
this was completed in November 2017. This upgrade was designed
primarily to deliver on compliance standards (ELV’s) set down by the
EPA. The plant is designed for 30,150 PE (biological) however certain
hydraulic pinch point remained outside this upgrade. The site has
also undergone some noise attenuation works to the blower units and
pipework in December following complaints from residents and this
has resolved the issue. The inlet screens at both the Francis Street and
Tulla Road pumping stations are also under review.

Clare Capital Investment Plan 2017–2021 Projects
Lahinch Waste Water Treatment Plant:
Gate 1 studies near completion. Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed design
and planning in 2019. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage
before the end of 2021.
Ennistymon Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
Gate 1 studies near completion. Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed design
and planning in 2019. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage
before the end of 2021.
Newmarket on Fergus Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
Gate 1 studies near completion. Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed design
& planning in 2019. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage
before the end of 2021.
Shannon (2no projects):
a) Interim upgrade of the Waste Water Treatment Plant. Project at
Gate 2, tender stage. Construction expected to commence in 2019.
b) Gate 1 studies, for the agglomeration, have commenced. Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed design & planning thereafter. Expectation to go
to Gate 3 – construction stage – not determined at this stage.

Clare Untreated Agglomerations Study (UTAS) Projects:
(project period 2017-2021)

RPS has been appointed as Consulting Engineers. A Design Inception
Report has been submitted and accepted by IW. The projects under
UTAS have progressed through pre-planning stage and detailed design.
In May 2018, public information sessions have commenced in Clarecastle and were complete in Liscannor in October. Planning applications
commencing with Kilrush are expected to be lodged by IW in late 2018.
Kilrush Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
Gate 2 – detailed design near completion. Planning to be submitted
early 2019. Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing.
Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end of
2020 and completed by end 2021.
Clarecastle Waste Water Treatment Plant:
Currently waste water in Clarecastle is pumped untreated into the river Fergus via Quay Rd pumping station. Under Irish Waters UTAS (Untreated Agglomerations Study) project it is expected that in 2019 the
waste water collected at Quay Rd pumping station will be diverted via
a new waste water pipeline to Clareabby WwTP.
Gate 2 – detailed design near completion. Site Investigation to commence early 2019. Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process
ongoing. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the
end of 2019 and completed by end 2019 / early 2020.
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Cont’d. from previous page
Liscannor Waste Water Treatment Plant:
Gate 2 – detailed design near completion. Planning submission expected early 2019. Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end of
2020 and completed by end 2021.
Ballyvaughan Waste Water Treatment Plant:
Gate 2 – detailed design near completion. Public consultation held and
Planning submission expected early 2019. Landowner/wayleave/CPO
engagement process ongoing. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end of 2020 and completed by end 2021.
Kilkee Waste Water Treatment Plant:
Environmental Impact Assessment Report required – will take approx
10months to complete which will be quarter 4 of 2019.
Gate 2 – detailed design cannot be completed until outcome of EIA
is known. Planning submission – programmed for 2020. Landowner/
wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing.
Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end of 2020
and completed by end 2021.

Capital Programmes: (minor Capital Works)
Francis St Ennis Foul Storm Pumps Upgrade:
Project Commenced mid November 2018 and is ongoing. Completion
date is scheduled for February 2019.
Inlet Works Project:
This is a national project reviewing and ultimately upgrading various
inlet receiving structures including storm tanks and sludge handling. In
Clare the following are within this project;
•
Inagn WwTP
•
Clareabby WwTP
•
Miltown Malbay WwTP
The following are other national projects with which Clare are involved
in (at various stages)
National Certificate of Authorisation (NCAP):
This Programme will review all EPA Certified Wastewater plants with a
P.E. of less than 500 and their impact on receiving waters. Ballycannon
and Kilmihil WWTP’s in Co. Clare have been included in the first round
of assessments. RPS has prepared Site Option Reports for both plants
which are currently under review.

Water & Waste Water Operations
The following statistics provides an indication of the level of activity /
work being carried out by the water & waste water teams throughout
the county in December 2018 / early January 2019. The figures do not
however reflect the time invested by the teams which is required to
resolve each complaint / issue.
•
28 Customer Complaints were dealt with to-date
•
2 Emergency Work Orders were dealt with and closed out
•
294 Reactive Maintenance Work Orders were dealt with and
closed out
2 Customer Asset Flooding Work Orders attended to and
•
closed out
•
150 Service Requests (SR’s) were raised in Co. Clare to 12.00
a.m. 04.01.2019 for Field Requests and Follow on Work Orders
•
25 Outage Notices were placed on the IW portal during the
month of December
Major Outages:
A major outage occurred on the 300mm distribution main in Parteen
between Larkin’s Cross and Griffins Cross in South East Clare during the
Christmas period. The outage affected approximately 500 customers in
the Parteen, Meelick and Clonlara areas for three days from the 27th
to 29th December. Local crews diverted the supply through an alternative pipeline which facilitated supply to the majority of customers. The
alternative water supply was delivered through an existing Asbestos
Cement main which could only sustain very low pressure and this affected supply to customers on higher ground. The process of diverting
the supply had to be carefully orchestrated to avoid an outage on the
alternate pipeline. The repair could not be completed until Saturday
December 29th for a variety of reasons including the fact that material
suppliers ie tarmacadam batching plants were closed for the Christmas
break and had to reopen to provide the necessary materials to effect
the repairs.

RURAL WATER PROGRAMME / GWS
• All works which were approved under the Multi Annual Rural Water Programme for 2018 have now been completed with a total draw
down of grant funding of €644,000.
• Lurraga GWS was the only GWS taken in charge in December bringing
the total number taken in charge in Clare to 9.
• Clare has accounted for just under 50% of all group schemes taken in
charge nationally by Irish Water.

Sludge Satellites:
Clareabbey WWTP has been assessed as a potential satellite dewatering centre for the purpose of treating imported sludge from surrounding WWTP’s. Jacobs Tobin has issued their report which is currently
under consideration by Irish Water.

• The Rural Water Programme received a total number of 28 applications for grant funding under the Grant for the Provision of or Necessary Improvement of an Individual Water Supply to a house in 2018.
Payments were issued on 29 applications with a total funding assistance of €52,000.

Water Disinfection Programme:
The Disinfection Project is complete. Irish Water have engaged CSL to
carry out calibration and maintenance of equipment installed as part
of the Project and other mechanical/electrical equipment in Water
Treatment Plants not included in the programme in the various locations throughout the County.

• In 2018 Subsidy payments to support the operational and maintenance costs of running GWS’s were made to a total of 51 schemes with
an overall payment of €1,192,162.04.

Network Programmes: (mains replacements / find and fix)
A meeting has been scheduled with Irish Water for the 10th January to
discuss the proposed programme for the mains replacement contracts
in;
Dereen, Liscannor
1.
2.
Ennistymon
3.
Scarriff
4.
Doonbeg
5.
Bealaha
6.
Miltown /Mullagh

• The Rural Water Programme is awaiting the publication of the new
Multi Annual Rural Water Programme for 2019-2021. The interim allocation under the block funding was issued in late January 2018 and it
is hoped this years allocation will be published at a similar date to allow
for GWS’s to progress work at an early date in 2019.
• The Rural Water Team continues to work with schemes to ensure
their members have a robust and sustainable quality and quantity supply of water available to them.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
CLARE COUNTY FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE
Fire & Building
Control Section (Main Activities)

DECEMBER
2018

2018
TOTAL

Number of Emergency Calls Attended

79

1022

Number of Fire Safety
Certificates Received

4

97

Number of Fire Safety
Certificates Granted

7

99

Number of Fire Safety
Certificates Invalidated

1

4

Number of Disability Access Certificates Received

2

69

Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted

2

67

Number of Commencement Notices Received

21

420

Number of Dangerous Structures/
Places Complaints

0
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New Equipment Transfer Vehicle
The Fire Service took delivery of a new equipment transfer vehicle.
The vehicle will be based at Ennis Fire Station and used for distributing supplies of equipment and consumables to all Stations throughout the County, for transporting equipment to Fire Service Courses
and as a back-up operational vehicle as required.

Clare Civil Defence

Recruitment of Retained Fire Service Personnel
A 3 week Initial Recruits Fire-fighter Course was completed on the
14th December 2018. There were 17 personnel in attendance, 9 of
which were from Clare. All 17 personnel successfully completed the
course. The new recruits for Clare are as follows:
•
Colin Smyth, Ennis Fire Station
•
Lee Bridges, Shannon Fire Station
•
Joseph Quinn, Shannon Fire Station
•
Naveen Rai, Shannon Fire Station
•
Emmett Morrison, Shannon Fire Station
•
Jarslow Konefal, Ennistymon Fire Station
•
Benjamin Panter, Ennistymon Fire Station
•
Clive McLeish, Killaloe Fire Station
•
Russell Williamson, Kilkee Fire Station

Positions have been readvertised for numerous stations and the recruitment process will continue in the coming weeks for these stations.
Kilkee Fire Station
The Kilkee Fire Station Upgrade/Refurbishment Works were completed on 19 December and the Station went operational that evening
with the return of the crew. These works included the complete
redevelopment of the existing Fire Station to include the following
new facilities; Drying Room, BA Servicing, Compressor Room, Lecture Room, Kitchenette, Storage Area, Shower and toilet facilities including disabled access. The total cost of the project is €661,207.37.
An official opening is expected to take place in the coming months.
Annual Licensing
Annual Licenses including Publicans Licenses and Dance Licenses are
applied for in September in the Courts. Each premises is inspected
to ensure it achieves an acceptable standard. If the license is not
ready then it is adjourned to the December Court sittings. A total of
82 licenses were assessed during this period.
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•
December 4: Clare Civil Defence successfully assisted An
Garda Siochana with a search for a missing person in Sixmilebridge.
The Search & Rescue (SAR) Team were deployed at 09.00 hrs on
that morning. The team consisted of Swiftwater Responders and a
Drone team. The drone team carried out an extensive aerial search
whilst the swiftwater responders concentrated on the banks of the
O’Garney River. On December 5th the Clare Civil Defence boat with
two divers from Ennis Sub-aqua Club joined the search. The search
concluded on the afternoon of the 5th December and all crews were
stood down at 16.45 hrs.
•
December 7: Clare Civil Defence provided transport to and
from the Older Person’s Christmas Party hosted by An Garda Siochana in the Woodstock Hotel in Ennis. 64 persons were transported
throughout the day by 12 volunteer members. As well as providing
transport, the members also provided medical cover for the event.
•
December 12: Volunteer members assisted Clare County
Fire & Rescue Service on a Recruit Firefighter’s Training Course in
Ennis Fire Station. The recruit’s were attending a simulated Road
Traffic Collision and Clare Civil Defence provided 3 members to act
as casualties as well as 2 Emergency Medical Technicians & an ambulance to assist with casualty treatment and evacuation.
•
December 16:
An ambulance and crew provided medical cover for the Santa Fun Run in aid of Clare Crusaders.
•
December 21:
5 Clare Civil Defence medics provided
medical cover for the Christmas Teenage Disco held in the Queen’s
Hotel. This is part of a joint initiative between Clare CD and An
Garda Siochana.
•
December 26: 8 members provided medical and swiftwater cover for members of Ennis Sub-Aqua Club during their annual
St. Stephen’s day swim along the River Fergus. Medical cover was
also provided by a crew and ambulance for a charity walk in Doolin.
Members Training & Professional Development
•
Currently 24 members are being trained as First Aid Responders and Emergency First Responders. Both of these courses
began in December and members will qualify in March of 2019.
10 new recruits to Clare Civil Defence are taking part in the
•
Recruits Basic Training Course. All will qualify in June of 2019
•
On December 8th, 26 members went on a site visit to
Shannon Airport Fire Station and the Irish Coast Guard Helicopter
Rescue Base in Shannon. The members were given guided tours of
both bases. Further site visits of other professional agencies will
continue into 2019.

17

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
ENVIRONMENT
Blue Flag Beaches & Water Safety
Report on Lifesaving World Championships 2018
The Lifesaving World Championships took place in Adelaide, Australia, 20th – 25th November inclusive. Clare McGrath, Clare Co
Co Water Safety Officer, was appointed by World Lifesaving to act
as Deputy Chief Referee. Of the 7 National Athletes selected by
Irish Water Safety – 3 were from Co Clare which was also the only
County to have multiple athletes selected.

lighting upgrade programme has been proposed by the Roads
Management Office (RMO) and funding of €17.5 million has been
secured from the Climate Action Fund. For Clare County Council
the proposed upgrade would involve 11,924 lights and could reduce energy consumption by 2,900,000 kWh. The programme is
proposed to commence in Q3, 2019.
Energy Performance
Clare County Council has achieved an energy performance of
17.8% towards the required 33% by 2020. Significant progress is
required over the coming two years. The percentage improvement is dependent upon the organisation energy consumed and
the performance metric. The percentage change is calculated on
the Monitoring & Reporting performance tool hosted by the SEAI.

Waste Management

Bernard Cahill – lifeguard 2011-2017, including Head
Lifeguard in Lahinch.
•
Roisin Cahill – lifeguard in County Clare 2016 – 2018,
lifeguard in Lahinch this last summer.
•
Lily Barrett - lifeguard in County Clare 2016 – 2018, lifeguard in Spanish Point this last summer.
•

Each of the Clare athletes achieved places inside the World Top
10, with Bernard Cahill winning a bronze medal, in the surf swim
race. This is a fantastic achievement – placing the Clare lifeguards
up there with the best in the world! 44 Nations competed in the
event with Ireland placed 13th overall in the pool/beach category
combined. In the beach only category, Ireland was placed 12th.
Blue Flag Beaches
Clare County Council has submitted its applications for 9 Blue
Flag Beaches to An Taisce for 2019. The submissions included improvement works done in 2018 such as Spanish Point facilities
upgrade and the purchase of 2 new beach wheelchairs both of
which will strengthen our applications going forward.

Limerick Clare Energy Agency
Energy Management System
Energy Consumption data has been prepared and submitted to
the annual statutory reports under SI 426. A review of the energy
performance metrics will be conducted in 2019.
Energy Costs
There has been a 1% increase in energy costs in the past 12
months of 2018 compared to the same period in 2017. The increase in energy costs is attributable to increased electricity use
for public lighting and transport fuel cost increases. The local
authority continues to benefit from centralised energy tariff negotiations, energy efficiency upgrades in public lights, and heating controls in large buildings. Energy cost reductions will vary
throughout the year as a function of the quantity of energy consumed and the change in tariffs applied.

Recycling Centres
•
Recycling centres are seeing increased activity through
December as members of the public prepare for Christmas, this is
likely to continue after the holidays with items such as cardboard
and glass.
•
In conjunction with the Gardening section Christmas
Trees will be accepted free of charge at Inagh, Lisdeen, Scarriff
and Shannon until the 26th of January.
Bring Banks
• 10 new bring banks were placed mid December at two locations in the County; 5 to Broadford at the new site beside the
community hall and 5 to Ballyea (formaly Sheedys shop on the
N68). These new banks were funded and provided by REPAK and
consist of 2 no. Green Glass, 1 no. Brown Glass, 1 no. Clear Glass
and 1 no. Can at each location.
• Unfortunately there have been nuumerous incidents of dumping at bring banks recently. Where CCTV is available, the footage
will be reviewed and where possible, offenders will be prosecuted.

Environmental Awareness
Greener Clare Green Christmas
A comprehensive Green Christmas media campaign was carried out which included: articles on local print media (The Clare
Echo; The Clare Champion; The Clare People); two Clare FM news
items; Clare FM advert campaign; which ran from 23rd- 29th
December inclusive (9 times daily); A Clare Echo Green Christmas advert (20,000 copies are now circulated); social media and
web posts. This year’s Green Christmas campaign highlighted the
importance of preventing waste including food waste prevention; do’s and don’ts of recycling referencing the new resource
at www.mywaste.ie; recycling centre Christmas opening hours;
Christmas Tree collection for January 2019 at recycling centres.

Energy Consumption
While the energy cost increase is 1%, actual energy use has increased by 2% overall. There are increases in the quantity of energy for pubic lighting, due to taking in charge. A national pubic
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Upcycled Christmas Decoration Display and Sale
In the weeks leading up to Christmas there was a display in the
foyer of Áras Contae an Chláir by Clare Haven Horizons Skills
Share Group of Christmas decorations that they made from
unwanted waste such as old
light bulbs, wooly socks, curtain hoops etc.
On the 20th December 2018
Clare Haven Horizons Skills
Share Group invited staff of
Clare County Council and
members of the public to purchase these decorations. The Greener Clare team also had an
awareness stand and held a competition to win a Greener Clare
hamper. During 2018 Clare County Council supported upcycling
and repairing learning opportunities to this group through funding provided under Local Agenda Environmental Partnership
Fund 2018.
Christmas Upcycling event at Scariff Public Library
Greener Clare programme and
Scariff Public Library joined forces
to host a Family time Christmas
Upcycling event on 8 December
with local craftsman Ian Kelly.
Children and their parents and
grandparents used old CDs, bottle caps, ribbons, buttons, pieces
of old tinsel and lots of other
used materials to make Christmas decorations to be treasured
for years to come.
Annual Active Ennis Christmas Tree Throwing Event
Free Christmas tree drop off and recycling being provided by
Clare County Council was actively promoted in local media as
part of the annual Active Ennis Christmas tree throwing event
which took place on the 6th
January 2018.
A Greener Clare awareness
stand was set up at this
event where lots of advice
was provided on preventing
waste including food waste
prevention; do’s and don’ts
of recycling; recycling centre
locations and opening hours;
details on the free Christmas
Tree drop off for January
2019 at Clare County Council recycling centres. The
Gardening section was also
present at this event where members of the public were invited
to bring their Christmas trees for recycling on the day.
Waste Enforcement
There are currently 210 active environmental com•
plaints logged on the environmental Central Records Management (CRM) system, 167 of which have been allocated to the
Waste Enforcement Unit for action.

Investigation of a number of recently identified illegal
•
waste activities by the Enforcement Team remains ongoing at a
number of locations around the County.
•
Issue of fines to individuals under the Litter Pollution
Act 1997 as amended continues. Last year 112 fines were issued
by the team. Prosecutions remain ongoing for a number of cases
and these are expected to progress through the court system in
the coming weeks.
•
The County Clare Waste Management Bye-Laws, 2018
came into force on 12th December 2018, giving waste enforcement staff additional powers in the area of waste management.
Litter Management Plan 2019-2021
Submissions from the public on the non-statutory phase of the
Draft Litter Management Plan have been taken into consideration. This Draft is due to go on public display in January 2019
and the public will be invited to make submissions on the Draft
Plan. It is hoped that the Litter Management Plan 2019-2021
will be in place Q1 2019.
Capital Projects – Lahinch Visitor Toilet Upgrade Works
O’Briens Builders and Civil Engineering Contractors commenced
on site in late November and have made good progress through
December with all demolition and building foundations completed. The project remains on course for completion by May
2019.
Water and Scientific Services
Water Pollution Complaints
62 pollution complaints have been dealt with in 2018.
National Inspection Programme of Domestic Wastewater Treatment Systems ( Septic Tanks)
•
The inspection programme continued throughout the
county in risk areas where potential risk to human health and
valuable water resources is high. The regulations governing operation of septic tanks/domestic wastewater treatment systems
require owners to operate and maintain the systems. Sixty four
inspections were completed in 2018. The EPA publish findings of
the inspection process annually.
•

Planning referrals from Planning Department
•
Planning referrals have been processed in this section
where specialist scientific reports are required. 170 forestry applications were processed in 2018.
•
Section 4 Licences to Discharge to water under the Water Pollution Act 1977-1990
•
Inspections are on-going to licensed facilities, 110 visits
have been completed in 2018.
•
Farm Inspections under the Good Agriculture Practice (
GAP) Regulations 2017
•
Clare County Council carries out inspections for the following reasons; to ensure compliance with the GAP Regulations,
following notifications from the DAFM, pollution investigation,
complaint investigation. Thirty one inspections were completed
in 2018.
River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) 2018-2021
•
Staff of Clare County Council are liaising with the EPA,
Local Authorities Waters and Community Office (LAWCO) and
attend the South Western Regional Operational Committee
meetings to progress the aims of the RBMP.
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ENNIS MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Christmas in Ennis 2018
•
Illuminating Ennis
This year, Ennis MD staff facilitated the installation of light fittings
throughout the town from early November. The public lighting contract was extended this year to provide additional festive lighting
at Francis St. (Park Row Section), Upper O‘Connell St. (Additional
Features) & Newbridge Road/Lifford Area (funding for which was
allocated by three Elected Members and supplemented by the business owners in the area). Three Christmas trees were provided in
the town this year, including a new 40ft tree, beautifully illuminated and decorated, which became a focal point in O’Connell Square
over the Christmas period.
•
Switching on of Christmas Lights
Ennis MD launched a very successful “Christmas in Ennis” programme of events on 23rd November 2018 with the official
switching-on of the Christmas Lights. This year the event was held
in O’Connell Square where up to 2,000 people turned out to enjoy the festivities & the lighting spectacle which included Santa’s
Post Box and a new 40ft Christmas Tree. The event included stilt

walkers and giant illuminated puppets, face painting, hot chocolate
and crepes, balloons and the surprise element of snow, much to
the delight of the crowds. Santa arrived by Fire Engine and distributed sweet treats with the help of his Elves to excited children. The
switching-on of the lights also launched the annual remembrance
tree initiative, in conjunction with the Lions Club, in support of Cahercalla Hospice. Music was provided by the Cloughleigh Samba
Band & Cloughleigh School Choir who entertained the crowds with
a unique blend of Christmas carols and percussion while the Clare
Youth Musical Society performed hits from their Musical Elf Junior show. Video and social media coverage highlighted this event
as “the best spectacle to be seen in years” and “the best organised
event” in O’Connell Square for some time.
Christmas Express Train
•
The Christmas programme continued throughout December with
Christmas Street Radio from 14 December, a joint funded initiative
between Clare Co. Council and Ennis Chamber which added to the
ambiance throughout the town for shoppers & visitors. The highlight of the events programme was the “Christmas Express Train”
which operated through the town over from 19-22 December.

The train brought a unique festive spirit to the town as the illuminated train made its way through the streets while those on board
sang & waved during the 15 minute route through the town centre and were warmly greeted by onlookers & business owners. The
train was a charity initiative with four charities drawn by lot out
of 8 charities put forward by the Ennis MD Members (St. Vincent
de Paul, Clare Crusaders, Cystic Fibrosis (Clare Branch) & St. Clare’s
School). The charities yielded over €3800 over the four day initiative. At a suggested €2 per fare this indicates the train was used by
circa 2000 people over the 4 days and social media confirmed this
event was very well supported and received by the public. Feedback from the charities has also been extremely positive and appreciative.
Christmas Market
•
A 2-day Christmas Market was held in the Market Building on 21st &
22nd (which was also the pick-up and drop-off location for the train
at this time) offered up to 20 stalls selling local food, crafts, decorations and gift ideas with performances from the Ennis Brass Band
and Carol Singers adding to the shopping experience for customers.
•
Parking & Pedestrianisation
The Christmas parking initiatives in Ennis commenced on the 7th
December 2018 promoting free parking from 3pm on Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays up until 5th January 2019. Additional free car
parking was made available from 9am to 6pm by Clare Co. Council throughout the month of December at the Rear of the Cloister
Car Park and at Waterpark House, Drumbiggle every weekend with
the Holy Family School being made available to shoppers during
the peak shopping weekend up to Christmas Eve. With even more
parking provided in the town than previous years, footfall in Ennis
appears to be at record levels and the huge volume of shoppers is a
positive reflection of the car parking options provided.
The annual pedestrianisation of O’Connell Square & O’Connell
Street was introduced from 12pm over the last two shopping weekends in the town (weekends of 15th December and 21st December)
and this year, at the request of the Elected Members, it was extended to include Salt House Lane and High Street.
All car parking locations, free parking initiatives & pedestrainisation
were included & extensively promoted in a booklet type brochure
entitled “Christmas in Ennis 2018 – Event Guide”. Designed and
produced in house, 5000 copies of the brochure were circulated to
businesses and public venues throughout Ennis in early December.
Coupled with a social media campaign ran by the Communications
Officer, the “Christmas in Ennis 2018 – Event Guide” sought to promote Ennis as a visitor & shopping destination for Christmas 2018
and it is intended to build on the programme of events in future
years.
Ennis Town Centre Public Realm
The Part VIII for the Ennis Town Centre Public realm project which
will see the rejuvenation of Parnell Street and the Lanes & Bowways has been submitted and a decision from Planning is expected
by March 2019. If approved, it is expected that works will commence in the 3rd Quarter of 2019.
The works that will be undertaken are as follows:
Up-grading of the public realm of Parnell Street, from High
•
Street in the east to Carmody Street in the west, including re-surfacing in natural stone materials; street furniture; replacement street
lighting; replacement signage, new signage and signage restoration
and all ancillary site works.
•
Up-grading of the public realm of the Laneways, including where appropriate re-surfacing in mostly natural stone materials; replacement street lighting; provision of bin stores and barrel
plinths; replacement signage, new signage and signage restoration
and all ancillary site works.
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DeceMBER IN PICTURES
AROUND THE COUNCIL

Pictured at the unveiling of a sculpture in Ennis in recognition of Mayor of Ennis MD, Clare Colleran Molloy joined members of the
the town’s achievement in topping the IBAL Anti-Litter League last Banner Bee Keepers Association and Bishop Fintan Monahan at
the Clarecastle Daycare Centre to present jars of honey (proyear (l to r) Conor Horgan of IBAL; Cllr. Michael Begley, Mayor of
duced at the Banner Beekeepers apiary in Doora, which received
Clare; Pat Dowling, CE, Clare County Council; Cllr. Clare Colleran
funding under the Ennis MD Community & Arts Scheme in 2017.
Molloy, Mayor of Ennis; and artists Paddy and Conor Murray.

Councillors Michael Begley (Mayor), John Crowe, PJ Ryan and Gerry Flynn, Cathaoirleach, Shannon MD) pictured with Pat Dowling
at an announcement by OPW Minister Kevin Boxer Moran of plans
plans to upgrade flood defence embankments fronting the Shannon estuary and to construct new defences for Shannon town.

Ennis MD members were among those who attended the
unveiling of a sculpture in Ennis in recognition of the town’s
achievement in topping the IBAL Anti-Litter League last year.

Clare Dog Shelter reopened in mid-December following completion of refurbishment works. Dogs, staff and visitors will
benefit from the project, which sees new specialist flooring
throughout the building, pvc windows, upgraded heating, upgraded vet room and the inclusion of kennel hatches to allow
dogs easy access to the outside. Glass doors have been installed in each kennel resulting in a friendlier, brighter space.

Firefighters training along the banks of the River Fergus in
Clarecastle in mid December
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