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Carrigaholt volunteer Mags Keane and Clarecastle were named 
‘Volunteer of the Year’ and ‘Community of the Year’ respectively 
at the inaugural Clare Community Awards ceremony held in Ho-
tel Woodstock on Thursday, 7 March 2019.

Hosted by Clare County Council, the awards scheme celebrates the 
valuable contribution made by County Clare’s community groups 
and volunteers to their local area. 

Other winners on the night included Shannonside Winterage 
Music Festival, Sixmilebridge (Best Festival/Event), Kilrush Tidy 

Towns (Community Environmental Award), Laghtagoona, Corofin 
(Best Kept Private Residential Area), Pairc na Coille Residents As-
sociation, Ennis (Best Kept Public Residential Area), Lisdoonvarna, 
Doolin, Kilfenora & Kilshanny Community Games (Community En-
hancement Award) and Clare Youth Action (Community Innovation 
Award).

The awards ceremony was attended by more than 200 community 
representatives, Elected Members and representatives of Clare 
County Council. The ceremony was presented by television and ra-
dio personality Marty Morrissey.

Clare Community Awards 2019
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Carrigaholt volunteer Mags Keane, Clare Volunteer of the 
Year’, pictured with Mayor of Clare Councillor Michael 
Begley at the inaugural Clare Community Awards 2019

The organisers of the Shannonside Winterage Music 
Festival (Best Festival/Event) pictured with Councillor Clare 

Colleran Molloy, Mayor of Ennis Municipal District 

Representatives from Pairc na Coille Residents Association, Ennis 
(Best Kept Public Residential Area) pictured with Councillor Gerry 

Flynn, Chair of Clare County Council’s Social Development SPC

Representatives from Clare Youth Action (Community In-
novation Award) pictured with Councillor Pat Hayes, Chair 

of Clare County Council’s Rural Development SPC

Representatives from Kilrush Tidy Towns (Community 
Environmental Award), pictured with Councillor Joe Cooney, 

Chair of Clare County Council’s Physical Development SPC

Representatives from Laghtagoona, Corofin (Best Kept Private 
Residential Area) pictured with Councillor Gerry Flynn, Chair of 

Clare County Council’s Social Development SPC

Representatives from Lisdoonvarna, Doolin, Kilfenora & 
Kilshanny Community Games (Community Enhancement 

Award) pictured with Pat Dowling and MC Marty Morrissey 

Community representatives from Clarecastle, ‘Clare Community 
of the Year’, pictured with Mayor of Clare Councillor Michael 

Begley at the inaugural Clare Community Awards 2019
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Members of the JPC attended the Clare Garda Youth Awards, 
held on 23rd February 2019.  

This initiative, by the Clare Garda Division and Shannon Group, 
recognises the achievements of young people between 13 and 
21 who have shown enthusiasm, initiative, leadership, resilience, 
and community spirit, in response to life challenges.  

Mr. Jim Warny, who was part of the team that rescued the young 
persons in Thailand last summer, was the guest speaker. 

Jim spoke of the joys of cave diving and of the intricacies of the 
Thai cave rescue.  He praised the winners for their achievements 
and encouraged them to continue their good works.  Four of the 
seven award winners will now go forward to the Garda National 
Youth Awards.  Congratulations to all the winners.

Meanwhile, a meeting of the Joint Policing Committee  
was held on 11 February.  Superintendent John Galvin  

gave an update on policing activity in Clare.  
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Clare Joint Policy Committee (Clare JPC)

Annette Donnellan (JPC Administrator) pictured with  
Sadie Keane, recipient of the Special Achievement Award, Catherine 

Keane (Sadie’s mother),  JPC Chairperson Cllr. Mary Howard.

Cliffs Coastal Path

Clare County Council and Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience 
met with the coastal path landowners along the 2 kilometre 
stretch, 1 kilometre north and 1 kilometre south of the 
Cliffs Visitor Centre. 

The initial meeting was to discuss working with the 
landowners in that 2km zone to plan for the future to benefit 
landowners, improve the visitor experience, to protect the 
environment and ensure safety along the Cliff edge.  Clare 
County Council committed to working with the landowners, 
Failte Ireland, CLDC and key stakeholders of the Cliffs Coastal 
Walk to improve visitor safety and the visitor experience.  
This discussion considered the possibility of widening and 
extending visitor pathways.

In a wider context, the issues pertaining to the entire 
coastal walk were also discussed.  Landowners requested a 
meaningful programme of works and a framework for the 
future of the coastal walk. They also raised issues on the 
management and maintenance of the walk, overcrowding 
and requested clarifications on a number of matters 
including insurance. A further meeting is to be scheduled to 
progress issues raised in due course.

CLÁR funding applications invited 

Clare County Council invited funding applications for 
small-scale infrastructure projects from schools, local 
development companies and established community 
groups located in CLÁR areas of the county.

The Department of Rural and Community Development 
announced a new round of funding for 2019 under the CLÁR 
scheme, a targeted investment programme for rural areas 
that aims to provide funding for small-scale infrastructural 
projects in areas which have suffered the greatest levels of 
population decline.    

€15m in funding is being provided for 2019  under three 
measures, namely Support for Schools/Community Safety 
Measures (Measure 1) and Play Areas including MUGAs 
(Measure 2), Community Wellbeing Supports Sensory Play 
Areas (Measure 3). 

Up to 15 applications in total, between measures 1 and 
2, may be selected by Clare County Council, providing 
that they are of sufficient quality and are consistent with 
developmental planning at a local level, LECP’s, Town plans 
and any other relevant plans, for onward submission to the 
Department for its consideration.  

The closing date for receipt of applications was Friday, 5th 
April 2019 at 4pm.
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The Rural Development Directorate of Clare County Council, is 
partnering with community development interests in Ennis and 
Clarecastle to support the development of a potential river walking 
trail along the banks of the River Fergus in the environs of Clarecastle 
and Ennis. 

A feasibility study, grant-aided by the CLDC, is currently being carried 
out on the proposed development. The idea for this project originated 
within the local Clarecastle community group and it is one of a number 
of village improvement projects which have taken place in the last few 
years. 

The development of such a walking trail development is consistent with 
and supports a number of national and regional strategic initiatives, 
including the Healthy Ireland and the National Physical Activity Plan, 
the Department of Rural Affairs plan: Realising our Rural Potential and 
the National Sports Policy 2018 – 2027. 

The development of such a trail for walking, running and cycling would 
enhance local amenities for local residents, nearby communities and 
tourists to the area.
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Proposed Clarecastle & 
Ennis River Walk 

Minister of State for Tourism and Sport, Patrick O’Donovan, 
unveiled a new visitor route called the Shannon Estuary Drive.  
This route has been developed by Fáilte Ireland in partnership 
with Clare County County, Limerick City and County Council 
and local stakeholders.  

It will encourage visitors to discover a variety of inland visitor 
experiences as they travel along the Wild Atlantic Way, and 
to use its growing appeal to spread tourism activity beyond 
the coastal touring route benefitting visitors and communities 
alike. 

The Shannon Estuary Way is a looped route of approximately 
207km (135 miles) and incorporates locations such as Killimer, 
Labasheeda, Killadysert, Ballynacally, Clarecastle, Ennis, 
Bunratty, Tarbert, Foynes, Askeaton, Kilcornan and Limerick 
City.

The Shannon Estuary Way, a looped driving route, will assist in 
supporting rural jobs and enterprises in our small villages and 
rural areas along the magnificent Shannon Estuary.  Already 
two new accommodation providers have already opened their 
doors for business and it is expected that many more will 
follow. 

The Rural Development Directorate’s Tourism Unit and the 
West Clare Municipal District staff have all played a pivotal role 
in bringing the Shannon Estuary Way to fruition, and it is set 
to blossom in the years ahead ensuring a greater spread of 
visitors across the two counties.
 
The new visitor friendly map of the Shannon Estuary route has 
now been designed and printed to promote the locality’s key 
visitor experiences, attractions, towns and villages. It has been 
distributed to local businesses and tourist information offices 
for the season ahead and is available in key accommodation 
hubs and all major attractions along the route.

Shannon Estuary Way Is Launched

Agnes O’Shaughnessy, LEADER Development Officer, Michael Begley, 
Cathaoirleach of Clare County Council, Patrick Donovan TD, Minister 

of State at the Department of Finance & Department of Public 
Expenditure & Reform, Siobhan King, Project Officer, Failte Ireland, 

and Cllr Gerry Flynn, Chair, Social Development SPC. 
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HUMAN RESOURCES
•  During the month some of the team from HR participated 
in information workshops with the Fire Service staff. Staff from 
Corporate Services and the Housing departments participated 
in the first one-day sessions in Scarriff and Shannon. It is 
intended that these sessions will be rolled out across the entire 
service over the coming months.
•  Recruitment continued during the month with a number 
of competitions currently running including: Retained Part-
time Fire-fighter Kilkee Fire Station (Interviews), Senior Library 
Assistant (Eligibility Exercise), Library Assistant (Final Interviews) 
and Acting Executive Planners.
•  The Council has initiated the Co-Op Student Placements for 
the 2019 season with interviews being held in UL in the past 
week. We are also in contact with both Mary Immaculate 
College and Limerick Institute of Technology.

CORPORATE SERVICES
•  Register of Electors and Local Elections: The dates to be 
observed regarding the Local and European elections and 
referendum being held on Friday 24th May 2019 are as follows.
Nomination week for candidates for the forthcoming Local 
elections will be held from 10.00am on Saturday 27th April, 2019 
to 12 noon on Saturday 4 May, 2019. The receipt of Nomination 
papers will be taken in at the Council Headquarters, Áras Contae 
an Chláir and Deputy Returning Officer, Kieran O’Donnell will 
be responsible for receipt of nominations. The candidates will 
be required to bring with them the following: their application 
form, two identical printed copies passport size 35mm x 45mm 
together with a digitised format of the photograph.

Candidates names will be arranged alphabetically in order of 
surname on the ballot paper followed by forename , address 
and occupation if any . Registered Political party emblems/
Logos will be shown against candidate’s names on the ballot 
papers. Independent candidates will have Non-Party shown 
against their names on the ballot papers.

Deposits are refundable under following circumstance:  if 
candidates withdraw their nominations before 12 noon on 
Tuesday 7th May 2019, if candidate dies before the poll is 
closed, if candidate has not been validly nominated before 12 
noon on Saturday 4th May 2019, if candidate is elected or is not 
elected but the number of votes he or she receives exceeds a 
quarter of the quota.

Election Posters can be erected from 24th April 2019 which is 30 
days before polling date. There is a requirement on candidates 
to remove all posters within 7 days of the poll.

Procurement:  The following tender competitions were 
published in March 2019.

Tender Description Deadline Date

Ennis Business & Digital Hub 08/03/2019

Grasscutting Contract – (Shannon MD) 01/03/2019

Restoration of footpaths – (Shannon MD) 28/02/2019

Ennis Town Centre Public Realm Regeneration Project 12/03/2019

Archives & Record Management:

•  The Archives Records Management team continue to facilitate 
an ongoing file retrieval/return service to all departments.  The 
Human Resources team have carried out a review and file 
weeding exercise and a block of files have been transferred from 
Records Management / HR to the Limerick Clare ETB.  These are 
files relating to VEC pensions, now paid by the LCETB.  

•  Record Retention Schedules have been updated in the 
following sections in line with National Retention Polices – 
Corporate Services, Local Enterprise Office (LEO), and Irish 
Language Office.  The National Retention Schedules are being 
revised.  

•  The Archives/Records Management team are implementing 
a new database system for file records and Museum records, 
from Axiell, who are UK based.  Data Protection issues are being 
addressed prior to the transfer of data to the new system. 

Data Protection:

Training was provided for Local Authority elected members and 
relevant staff on 6/3/19 in relation to General Data Protection 
awareness and Sections 39 & 40 of the Data Protection Act, 
2018 (DPA 2018). 

Training included:

1.  an overview on the General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR);  
2.  specific focused training on Section 39 of the DPA 2018 
- Communication with data subjects by political parties, 
candidates for and holders of certain elective political offices;
3. specific focused training on Section 40 of the DPA 2018 - 
Processing of personal data and special categories of personal 
data by elected representatives; and,   
4. specific focused training on the County Councils proposed 
policy and procedures for processing of personal data with 
regard to their interactions with Elected Representatives (e.g. 
LA elected members, TD’s Senators).    
     
Statistics:

•  Data Subject Access Requests: in 2018 there were 11 requests 
for access to personal data.     
     
Freedom of Information

FOI Requests: 

•  142 requests in 2018 (increase of 33%)
•  In quarter one 2019 there were 46 requests (36 in Qtr 1 2018 
and 22 in Qtr 1 2017).
 
FOI Appeals: 

•  8 requests for Internal review and 4 appeals to the Office of 
the Information Commissioner in 2018.  
•  In quarter one 2019 there were 3 requests for Internal review 
and 0 appeals to the Office of the Information Commissioner.  
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Mayor and Chief 
Executive on U.S. visit
Mayor of Clare, Councillor Michael Begley, and Pat Dowling, 
Chief Executive of Clare County Council, travelled to New 
York City, USA, during March to meet with the New York Clare 
Association, as well as participate in the 2019 New York St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade.

During the visit to the US northeast, Mayor Begley and Mr. 
Dowling also met with representatives from Enterprise Ireland’s 
offices in New York City.

The Mayor and Chief Executive would like to thank Bill Lewis 
and the members of the New York Clare Association for their 
hospitality during the visit.
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Michael Begley, Cathaoirleach of Clare County Council, and Pat Dowling, Chief Executive of Clare County Council pictured with Bill 
Lewis (centre), President of the New York Clare Association at the start of the 2019 New York City St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 

Pat Dowling, Chief Executive of Clare County Council, and 
Michael Begley, Cathaoirleach of Clare County Council, 

pictured with Bill Lewis (right), President of the New York 
Clare Association at the Association’s annual dinner.

Pat Dowling, Chief Executive of Clare County Council, 
and Michael Begley, Cathaoirleach of Clare County 

Council, pictured with Rory Power (centre), Manager of 
Enterprise Ireland’s New York Office.
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HOUSING

•  On the 13th March the Department of Housing Planning 
and Local Government issued housing delivery targets to all 
local authorities. The targets as set are outlined hereunder. 

•  In order to meet the ambitious build target the Housing 
Capital Delivery team will this week advertise an expression 
of interest competition focused on securing developments 
in Ennis to address the lack of housing lands and to meeting 
the greatest area of housing need, the County town. 

•  The draft Traveller Accommodation Programme has been 
prepared with the final draft going on public display from 
the 4th April with final submissions on the draft accepted up 
to close of business on the 31st May 2019.

•  The following table indicates the number of people ac-
commodated in social housing in Clare by municipal district:

*Includes RAS and long term leased properties. 
The table above does not include short term leased properties nor 
does it include properties made available by Approved Housing Bodies 
in the County.   The slight reduction from last month relates to cleans-
ing of the data stored on the iHouse system.  

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

8

Update on Capital Projects:

House Purchases
•  In the year to date, taking into account acquisitions carried over 
from 2018, this Council has already exceeded the target for delivery 
of 31 additional units through acquisition set by the DHPLG for 2019. 
•  The DHPLG have set a national target of 350 units to be delivered 
through this channel to support the redirection of funding the 
construction programme which has ramped up nationally. 
•  The Council has sought an additional allocation for house purchases 
from the Department for 2019 in order to meet our own needs and 
those of Approved Housing Bodies who have a number of applicants 
with disabilities on their waiting lists which require to be prioritised 
in terms of housing accommodation.  

Homelessness
•  The Clare Homeless Action Team (HAT) office opened on 1st 
February, 2019, in Clare County Council HQ,   following the transfer 
from the Department of Social Protection of responsibility for the 
provision of emergency accommodation to the homeless.     Anyone 
who is homeless or at risk of losing their home, is invited to engage 
with the service. The HAT office is open to the public from 9.30am 
to 1pm Monday to Friday, in the Housing Section, Clare Co Council 
headquarters on New Road and the HAT team can also be contacted 
on 065 684 6291.  
•  As of the 29th March, 2019,  the homeless figures indicate full 
occupancy of 13 beds at Laurel Lodge and there are also 62 adults 
and 33 children in emergency accommodation across 17 hotel and 
B&B providers.  
•  Works to the family HUB at Cusack Lodge are ongoing and due for 
completion in April.

SHIP Capital  No. 
approved  

Current stage  Commencement  
Date  

Completion  
Date 

Clonlara  9  Under construction by 
Pat Keogh Construction Ltd. 

20th November  
2018  

Q4 2019 

Feakle  13  Under construction by 
Custy Construction Ltd. 

5th November  
2018  

Q4 2019 

Quilty  18  Stage 4 approved  – Contractor 
Appointed 

25th April 2019  Q3 2020 

Roslevan, Ennis  8  Stage 4 approved  – Contractor 
Appointed 

25th April 2019 Q2 2020 

Ashline, Ennis  40  Stage 2 to be submitted to DHPLG  for 
approval 

Q1 2020  Q3 2021 

Tullyglass Shannon  21  Following announcement of funding 
for embankment works this project 
will recommence. 

Q2 2020 Q4 2021 

Ballaghboy TAU 5 Design process ongoing Q3 2019 Q2 2019 

Miltown Malbay 27 Stage 1 approval received. Delay by 
IW. Stage 2 to be prepared. 

Q1 2020 Q3 2021 

Shannon NDFA  51 Tender Assessment on-going. Q3 2019 Q1 2021 

Tulla  22 Stage 1 approved. Stage 2 application 
to be prepared.  

Q2 2020 Q4 2021 

Newmarket on Fergus  18 Stage 1 approved. Stage 2 application 
to be prepared. 

Q2 2020 Q3 2021 

Subtotal 232    

CAS - Cahercalla Phase 
2  
(Cuan an Chlair) 

15 CAS Construction Stage 3 submitted to 
DHPLG for  approval 14.11.2018   

March 2019 Q2 2020 

Roslevan 
(CoOperative Housing 
Ireland) 

2 CALF Turnkey. 3 units were delivered 
with the 2 remaining units to be 
delivered in 2019 

Q1 2018 Q2 2019 

Bruachlan, Westbury 
(CoOperative Housing 
Ireland) 

22 CALF - Property transfer complete, CHI 
to commence procurement of design 
team. 

Q4 2019 Q3 2021 

Tullyvarraga, Shannon 
(CoOperative Housing 
Ireland) 

47 CALF Acquisition application approved 
works ongoing, expect stage delivery 
with units delivered in 2019 

Q2 2018 Q3 2019 

Meelick 
(Thomond Housing 
Association) 

4 CAS construction, works nearing 
completion 

Q1 2018 Q2 2019 

Clonlara 
(Newgrove Housing 
Association)  

4 CALF construction, works complete.   Q4 2017 Q1 2019 

Subtotal 94 AHB delivery   

Total 326    
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Incentivised Schemes 
• The DHPLG have set an ambitious national target to bring 950 
additional housing units into stock through the Repair and Lease 
(RLS) scheme. This Council have little interest or take up of the 
scheme however the scheme remains open and we will consider all 
submissions received. 
• Council invites you to register properties known to be vacant 
on the vacant homes website www.vacanthomes.ie. The vacant 
homes registered on this website are targeted to ascertain how 
to successfully bring these units into stock. On the 10th April next 
Minister Damien English is launching a publication BRINGING BACK 
HOMES - MANUAL FOR THE REUSE OF EXISTING BUILDINGS in the 
Hudson Bay Hotel in Athlone. This Councils Vacant Homes Officer 
in conjunction with the Rural Directorate are active in identifying 
properties that could reasonably be returned to productive use, we 
are therefore ready to avail of funding announced to support this 
initiative.
• Our capacity to acquire units under the Buy and Renew scheme is 
currently curtailed however where the redevelopment of property 
service a number of objectives such as addressing dereliction and 
village renewal this Council can make a special case to the DHPLG to 
support a project.

Rebuilding Ireland Affordable Loan
• 5 number ‘Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan’ applications were 
received to date this year and 3 loan applications were granted 
provisional approval. 14 enquiries were made regarding the Loan 
during this period.  The Department of Housing, Planning and Local 
Government have recently confirmed that the loan scheme remains 
fully operational and local authorities should continue to process 
applications.   The loan scheme offers a fixed interest rate for credit 
worthy low to middle income first time buyers with a view to making 
home ownership more affordable. 

Housing Refurbishment and Maintenance 
• The management and turnaround of our housing stock to minimise 
voids is continuously assessed. 

* This figure does not include properties which have become vacant 
after 1st April nor does it include acquisitions and long-term voids.

Grants 

Grant approval issued in March for Housing Adaptation, Housing Aid 
and Mobility Aid grants:

On the 19th March the DHPLG issued a data gathering survey to exam-
ine the management, resourcing and targeting of the Housing Adaptation 
Grants for Older People and People with a Disability. This survey is timely 
as Clare County Council has been advocating for the national schemes to be 
reviewed to deliver targeted assistance to those most in need.
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SPORTS & RECREATION

 • Active Ennis played host to 
the Ennis Swimming & Lifesav-
ing Club’s Invite Swimming Gala 
on the last weekend of February.  
This annual event saw over 290 
competitors from Clare, Limerick, 
Kerry and Waterford swim in over 
50 competitions over a 2 day period.  An Irish Record was 
broken at this event, with the Ennis Masters smashing the 4 
x 100m medley relay record.

• The Atlantic Youth Project continues with 64 Transition 
Year Students from Scoil Mhuire Ennistymon & Scariff Com-
munity College recently attending Ben’s Surf Clinic in Lahi-
nch. The project, which aims to encourage young people to 
participate in maritime activities, with the hope to getting 
them to be involved in such industries during their adult 
career.
• John O Sullivan, Lees Road, was the location for two re-
cent large events.  The annual 2K kids forest run, organ-
ised by Ennis Track, was held on 23rd February.  The Irish 
Schools Athletic Association XC Championship was held on 
9th March.

 

• The 3rd Annual #OneTreePerChild planting ceremony was 
held in Kilrush Sports Project at the beginning of March.  
This year, well known environmentalist Eanna Ni Lamhna 
joined the event where over 50 trees were planted by 
pupils from Gaelscoil Ui Choimin and St. Senans Primary 
School.  The land on which the trees is planted is donated 
by Clare County Council and this year, Clare County Council 
also sponsored purchase of the trees or speed training that 
allows the athlete to run at varying intensity levels over 
varying distances. 
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CULTURAL SERVICES

CLARE COUNTY LIBRARY
 •   Library events began in March with Clare Library Service hosting 
Tomás Mac Conmara’s event as part of the Ennis Book Club Festival 
programme on Friday 01st March. Over 200 people attended 
Tomas’s talk on “Black and Tans and the War of Independence”. 
Clare Library Service was also involved with Ennis Book Club 
Festival in a variety of other ways: providing venues for events for 
the children’s programme; partnering on the Teen programme and 
providing staff support to the committee. 

 •   This was followed by Seachtain na Gaeilge events in libraries 
throughout the county. Acclaimed author Ré Ó Laighléis, who 
writes in both Irish and English and has enjoyed translation into 
many languages , visited Shannon, Kilrush, Ennis and Ennistymon 
Libraries where he met with Second Level students from the Junior 
and Senior Secondary School cycles. Primary School children also 
had an opportunity to join in the Seachtain na Gaeilge fun at their 
local libraries. Throughout the Festival cartoonist Aidan Courtney 
provided illustrated clues to children’s books giving their names in 
Irish. Children had lots of fun guessing Aidan’s choice of books with 
lots of interaction, caint, comhrá agus craic in his library workshops. 
A lDe Valera Library Ennis staff member visited branches around 
the county telling stories in Irish to children from junior classes. 

 •   Kilkee Library held an open day on Tuesday 5th March. Staff were 
on hand to demonstrate library services and resources and what is 
on offer to the public. Community groups of all ages were invited 
to the library to meet and hear about 
other community projects, workshops, 
book clubs, crafts, exhibitions and all 
that is available in the local library 
branch.

•   Clare County Library branches celebrated Ireland’s World Book 
Day on Thursday 7th March 2019. The annual focus of events on 
this day is on promoting a love of reading by bringing children 
closer to books and their authors and illustrators. On the 6th and 
7th of March Maeve Devoy facilitated creative writing workshops 
for children in Kilrush, Kilkee, Ennistymon and Miltown Malbay 
libraries. 

• Creative Ireland Project Awards were recently allocated by 
Creative Ireland Clare.  Applications were invited from projects 
aiming to develop a body of work with a public interface/
engagement. Creative Ireland is a culture-based programme 
running from 2018-2022 and the vision of Creative Ireland Clare is 
‘to ensure the people of Clare discover and have access to cultural 
expression through creative activity’.  Nine projects were granted 
Project Awards in 2019.  These include a coming-of-age drama 
‘Radha’ which will be made in Clare with actor/writer/director 
Sonya O’Donoghue.  Other innovative pieces include the “Creating 
Local Solutions to Climate Change” project with Mary Immaculate 
Secondary School and the local North Clare community and a 
folklore and well-being project working with Burren schools 
and older community members with Eilís Haden-Storrie.   The 
Musicale Festival in Cultúrlann Sweeney, Kilkee organised by 
Music Generation Clare, Cumann Merriman Winter School also 
received grants. The remaining successful applicants include an Art 
Studio project for people with disabilities with courses in painting, 
ceramics and drama and Sparks Youth Film Festival in Scariff.   Lastly, 
a ‘Ploughing Ahead’ project in Mountshannon with Mark Wilson 
aims to produce a sculptured seating area designed, developed and 
produced with the local community.
• Clare Libraries in partnership with the LEO have provided all 
library members in Clare access to Vision-net in March. This online 
resource will provide those seeking employment and those wishing 
to set up a business access to relevant information on other 
businesses. Vision-net is an Irish company that provides online 
access to all the latest Irish /UK/NI Company, business and director 
information. All data is sourced from the Company Registration 
Office, the UK Companies House, the Courts, National Newspapers 
and the Insolvency Service. This resource will be added to the Work 
Matters at the Library programme. Jennifer of Jayarel Consulting 
gave an interview workshop on how to prepare for interviews, 
how to handle awkward questions and how to be more confident 
in interviews. The workshop, part of Clare County Library’s Work 
Matters at the Library programme, took place in Scariff Library on 
7th March.
• Children’s story times, film clubs, book clubs, creative writing 
classes and chess classes continued in many library branches 
throughout March.
• Clare library branches also welcomed Dublin author Brian 
Gallagher for World Book Day. Brian visited Scariff, Killaloe, 
Shannon and De Valera Library, Ennis on the 6th and 7th of March.

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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Tomás Mac Conmara at 
library event at Ennis Book 

Club Festival

Aidan Courtney at Miltown Malbay library

Example of creative writing from Maeve Devoy’s workshop
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CULTURAL SERVICES

CLARE ARTS OFFICE
• Artist residencies began in Kilmurry McMahon NS and 
Cloonanaha NS. The residency in Ruan NS culminated with the 
making of a small film by the students, and the creation of a 
mural / mosaic using recycled materials. 

• Dance workshops with Brothers of Charity, Scariff be-
gan through the Arts & Disability Programme as well as an art 
programme with the National Learning Network. 

• The Brothers of Charity took up a studio space in the 
EASI studios in Ennis, working on an arts and disability project 
and one of the artists with a disability, Ronan Murphy, held his 
first exhibition in the Courthouse Gallery, Ennistymon.

• Clare Youth Theatre performed ‘Little Friend’ at the 
Ennis Book Club Festival and also did an inter-generational per-
formance with residents from St. Joseph’s Hospital, Ennis.

CLARE MUSEUM
• A new activity sheet for primary schools was designed 
during the month which will is part of the development of an 
education programme for the Museum.

• The first of a new series of videos featuring objects 
from the Museum collection was posted to the Museum’s face-
book page. 

• The Museum is working with volunteers to highlight 
the Poulnabrone collection which is part of the long-term exhi-
bition, to attract summer visitors.  

• An educational element will be incorporated around it.  

• A quilt to commemorate 100 years of Irish women re-
ceiving the right to vote, made by adult learners of the Limerick 
Clare Education and Training board went on display in the Mu-
seum this month.  The launch was followed by a talk with 55 
members of the public in attendance.  The quilt was inspired 
by the Clare Embroidery collection which was catalogued at the 
Museum early in 2018. 

• Fourteen items were accessioned to the Museum col-
lection during March, about half of them are from the uncata-
logued backlog.  

• New donations include a silver trophy from the New-
market-on-Fergus Farming Society dated to 1832.  Many other 
items in storage in Beechpark were repacked to Museum stand-
ards, while several items belonging to the family of Dr Patrick 
Hillery were returned as part of a long-term project to return 
the collection, which is not the property of the Museum, back 
to the family, thus reducing the backlog.

• The Museum was a venue for two Ennis Book Club Fes-
tival events at the beginning of the month.

• The curator attended the Irish Museums Association 
conference in Cork, where the theme was ‘engagement’, explor-
ing innovative ways of engaging with the public and finding new 
audiences.

ARCHIVES
• The digitisation project is ongoing.  

• Staff in Archives have completed the Rural District 
Council materials and will now start on the Rate Books.  Scanned 
documents have been sent up to Enneclannn in Dublin.  They 
will take the material and add it to their databases, providing 
extra information for FindMyPast.

• The Archivist was recently sent a request by a local pri-
mary school, CBS Primary, Ennis – as it is participating in the 
All Ireland Schools Decade of Centenaries Competition, and two 
pupils have been looking at Tullycrine.  One is a descendent of 
Art O’Donnell. Archives have an Art O’Donnell manuscript in 
storage.  The students were photographed with the manuscript, 
and the Archivist took it to their classrooms and gave an ‘Intro-
duction to Archives’ talk to the students.  

• Archives have also been offered papers which add to 
one of the existing collections.

• Queries continue to come in from around the world, 
by email, by phone and post.  Topics for research are varied and 
cover all areas of the collections.

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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Archvist Ellen Scaife meeting students from Ennis CBS
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Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy 
(RSES): The Planning Department co-
ordinated the Council’s submission on 
the Draft RSES which was submitted 
to the Southern Regional Assembly 
on March 8th.  There is no indication 
at this time as to when a final draft 
document will be available for 
consideration.  The Council continues 
to engage with the representatives of 
the Regional Assembly on key issues 
for County Clare.  

Clare County Development Plan 2017-2023 (as varied): Variation 
No. 1 to the Clare County Development Plan 2017-2023 went 
before the Elected Members on March 11th 2019 where the 
Variation was adopted and became effective from that date.  The 
Variation gives effect to the Government Policy Statement on the 
development of Data Centres in Ireland by identifying, in a plan-
led manner, the preferred location for a Data Centre in Ennis.  

Shannon Town and Environs Local Area Plan 2012-2018 – 
Amendment No. 1: A formal consultation was initiated with 
prescribed bodies in relation to the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) Scoping for Amendment No. 1 to the 
Shannon Town and Environs Local Area Plan 2012-2018.  This 
amendment proposes to change the zoning of part of the lands 
at Illaunmanagh, Shannon, which are currently zoned as OS5 to 
a revised land use zoning objective of ‘Community Use’ in order 
to facilitate an extension to the existing burial ground at this 
location.  The closing date for submissions on this SEA scoping 
stage was March 29th and 1 submission was received. The 
Planning Department are currently preparing the amendment 
for public display in April.  
 
Ennis 2040 Economic and Spatial Strategy: Work on drafting 
the Ennis 2040 Economic and Spatial Strategy continues by the 
consultants GVA Grimley Ltd.  

Forward Planning

Ballyallia Amenity Enhancement Plan: Following on from the 
public consultation held in Dec 2018 the consultants prepared a 
draft proposal for an Enhancement Plan which they presented to 
the Steering Group on 11 March.  This was the basis for a further 
public consultation event held on 27 March in the Auburn Lodge 
where members of the public were invited to make further 
comments/submissions.  This has been followed by a 2-week 
period whereby online submissions can be made.  Consultants 
will then collate all the information received by them and prepare 
a Draft Plan for consideration by the Steering Committee. The 
Planning Department continues to act in an advisory capacity to 
the Ballyallia Community group for the plan preparation stage.  

Shannon Town Park: Work continues on the development of 
the new Shannon Town Park by M. Fitzgibbon Contractors.   The 
works which include formal footpaths and a cycle track, an 
adventure play area and a bandstand/performance area, the 
first cycle pump track to be built in the Mid-West, formal and 
informal seating areas, lighting and signage, the creation of a 
natural water feature and new native woodland planting are 
expected to be completed by mid-2019. The development will 
also include a new toucan pedestrian/cycle crossing on Bóthar 
Linne and is part-funded by the European Regional Development 

Fund (ERDF).  

Climate Change Adaptation Strategy: As per the ‘ Local 
Authority Adaptation Strategy Development Guidelines’ issued 
by the Department of Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment  in December 2018, each Local Authority must 
prepare a Climate Change Adaptation Strategy. In March 2019 
the Planning Section inputted to the Climate Change Adaption 
Strategy for County Clare, which is currently being prepared. 

Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Study: During 
the month of March the Planning Section has continued to collate 
data and prepare population projections to input to the process 
of the preparation of the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area 
Transport Study (LSMATS).  

Development Management:
• 95 planning applications were received by Clare County 
Council during the month of March bringing the total number 
received to date for 2019 to 237.
• 25 pre-planning applications were received during the 
month of March bringing the total number received to date for 
2019 to 74.

Planning Enforcement: During March 2019 there were 5 new 
complaints received and 1 Warning Letter was issued.  In the 
month 58 files were closed.

Taking in Charge:
• 3 estates were taken in charge in March 2019, 2 in West 
Clare Municipal District and 1 in Ennis Municipal District.
• The Council commenced the Statutory Process on 
29th March 2019 to the taking in charge of a further 8 estates, 
2 in West Clare Municipal District and 6 in Shannon Municipal 
District.
• The preparation of tender documents continues to 
be progressed in a number of estates. Remedial works were 
completed in a development in Corofin in March and tender 
documents issued in relation to a development in Kilkishen. 

Conservation, Archaeology and Built Heritage:
• The Architectural Conservation Officer prepared 1 no. 
Section 57 Declaration to permit works to protected structures.
• The Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
(DCHG) approved funding of €15,000 for 1 project within County 
Clare under the Historic Structures Fund 2019, namely RPS No. 
94, Ross House, O’Briensbridge.
• The DCHG also approved funding of €60,000 towards 15 
no. projects under the Built Heritage Investment Scheme 2019.
Historic Towns Initiative - The Terret Lodge Kilrush

Following on from the awarding of €190,000 of grant funding 
from The Heritage Council under the Historic Towns Initiative 
for Kilrush Heritage Regeneration which incorporated a Heritage 
and Genealogy Centre at the Terret Lodge, the Planning Section 
made a presentation to the West Clare Municipal District Elected 
Members in March.  The Project Team for this project has also 
met with several interested parties including local community 
groups and adjoining landowners, with a view to processing 
works in the coming months.  In addition Design Team Tender 
documents were issued on the 13th of March 2019 and returned 
on the 25th of March.  Tender evaluations have taken place and 
it is proposed to issue a letter of intent to the successful Design 
Team by month end.  
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Heritage and Biodiversity

New National Heritage Plan: Heritage Ireland 2030 seeks 
to recognise the vital role heritage plays in our community, 
our economy and our society and the Department of Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht invited public submissions on their 
consultation document.  The Planning Department made a 
submission on March 29th.  

Funding Applications to the Heritage Council under the Clare 
Heritage Plan 2017-2023: An allocation of €22,000 has been 
approved from the Heritage Council to implement the following 
Clare County Heritage Plan projects in 2019: 
(1) Appraisal of the heritage (built, cultural and natural) Landscape 
of the Errina Canal. This funding will assist in compiling heritage 
information/data to show the heritage significance of the Errina 
Canal.
(2) Feasibility study of the heritage resource, value and potential 
of Cahiracon House, Estate and adjoining maritime landscape.   
This funding will assist in a study to fully understand the heritage 
context of Cahiracon House and Environs to inform development, 
to add value to the public amenity, enjoyment and viable heritage 
based attractions at the site.

Property Management

Resource House, Cloughleigh: A new kitchen was installed to 
facilitate the Gardening Project Community Employment Scheme 
being run by Ennis Chamber of Commerce onsite.  This provides 
toilet and canteen facilities for those on the scheme.  Pictured at 
the unveiling of the new canteen were Carmel Greene, Property 
Management unit, Aidan O’Shea, Assistant  Supervisor, Mayor 
of Ennis, Clare Colleran Molloy and Michael Guerin, Supervisor.

Market House, Scariff: Lease terms have been agreed with Scariff 
Community Council for this property and the proposal, which has 
been approved by the Members of the Killaloe Municipal District, 
will be brought before the Elected Members for approval at the 
April meeting.

Mill House, Ennis: Lease terms have been agreed with Haven 
Horizons for this property and the proposal, which has been 
agreed by the Members of Ennis MD, will be brought before the 
Elected Members for approval at the April meeting.

Car Park at Tulla: A five year agreement has been entered into 
with Comhaltas Ceoltoirí Éireann to allow the continued use by 
the public of this off street car park in Tulla.

Relocation of Allotments in Shannon: Expressions of Interest 
have been sought for land that may be suitable for the relocation 
of the allotments in Shannon.  

Casual Trading: During March, 2019, the Council issued 4 casual 
trading licences as follows - 3 for Kilrush Horse Fair and 1 for the 
Market area of Ennis under the Casual Trading Act 1995 and our 
bye-laws thereunder.   
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LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE CLARE

•  Local Enterprise Week 2019: Over 300 business people 
participated in a total of 28 events hosted by Local Enterprise 
Office Clare as part of Local Enterprise Week, which ran from 
the 4th to the 8th  March.  A range of training courses, seminars, 
workshops, networking events and enterprise awards were held 
across the county, gaining extensive coverage by local newspapers 
and radio.  Some highlight events of the week were:
      -  New Technologies: Opportunities for Enterprises in 
conjunction with JLR and UL.
              -  Multinational procurement processes in conjunction with 
Shannon Chamber.
  -            Renewable Energy Seminar in conjunction with Clare Local 
Development Company

•  National Enterprise Awards: Ivan Tuohy of ‘Congray Ltd T/A 
Great Ireland Experiences’ was awarded Clare County Enterprise 
Award winner for 2019. The company, a software solution 
platform for visitor attractions, won the top prize along with 
Best Innovation Award and will represent Local Enterprise Office 
Clare at the National Enterprise Awards, which celebrates its 20th 
anniversary on 29 May. Other winners at the ceremony, held on 
9 March, included Hannah Wrixon, Get the Shifts (Best Start Up) 
and Michelle Moroney, Cliffs of Moher Retreat (Best Established).

•  Student Enterprise Awards: 3 schools have been selected to 
represent Clare at the Student Enterprise Programme National 
Finals in Croke Park on the 3rd May.  Secondary school students 
across Clare competed at the County Finals on 6th and 7th March 
2019 which was held at Treacy’s West County Hotel, Ennis. An 
estimated 500 students from 15 schools took part in the annual 
programme locally. Winners included Scoil Mhuire, Ennistymon 
who won both the Junior and Intermediate Category, while St 
Joseph’s, Spanish Point won the Senior Category.

•  IBYE:  LEO Clare was delighted to accept their largest submission 
of applications for Ireland’s Best Young Entrepreneur in 45 since 
its creation.  A number of entrants were shortlisted and will 
continue through to the next phase which will conclude at county 
level on May 2nd with an Awards Event.
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ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

• The Schedule of Municipal District Works (SMDW) for 2019 
was considered and adopted by each of the Municipal Districts 
during March.   

• The Council was allocated a sum of €480,811 for LIS schemes 
for 2019 and a schedule of prioritised schemes in respect of 
this allocation was submitted to the Department of Rural and 
Community Development on April 1st. A secondary schedule of 
schemes was also submitted in anticipation of potential further 
LIS grant allocations later in the year.

• The Council received an allocation of €735,000 in respect of 
the CIS scheme for 2019 and a schedule of works is presently 
being finalised in respect of same.

Winter Maintenance
The status of the Winter Maintenance is that we currently have 
2,450 tonnes of salt in Beechpark. Currently we have enough 
salt for over 46 treatments of all planned routes.

 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

14

The key priorities in relation to public lighting include 
complete changeover to LED technology, achievement of the 
2020 Carbon footprint reduction target and replacement of 
supporting infrastructure where required.

It was announced in late 2018 that the Road Management 
Office (RMO) have been successful in securing €17.5 million 
in support from the Climate Action Fund for the LA Public 
Lighting Energy Efficiency Project nationally. 

This will form part of the funding necessary for the delivery 
of the project. ARUP were appointed in February and are 
currently working on the contract documents for Region 1. 
Clare has confirmed its participation and has signed up to be 
included in Region 1.

For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options 
available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults: 

• Internet: Direct reporting on airtricitysolutions.com 
• Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions Call Centre@ 1850 372 772 
• Local Authority Identification – via clarecoco.ie / 
0656821616. 

Speed Limit Review 

• The signage scheduling has been completed.
• The installation and infrastructure will be implemented in early 
2019.
• The Commencement date for the new speed limits is the 1st 
June 2019.
• Surveys for periodic speed limits on National Roads.

PUBLIC LIGHTING Road Design Office Projects 
being developed in 2019

CURRENT PROJECTS

• O’Briensbridge Walkway Protection structures - Onsite, nearing 
completion
• L4506 Kilrush rd - Limerick Rd Traffic calming - Onsite, Ennis MD
• N85 Clareabbey Roundabout - Design , Drawings, Feasibility 
Report for traffic calming and pedestrian/cyclist facilities 
• N68 Fahy’s Rd Kilrush Pedestrian Crossing - Design & RSA 
complete, Section 38 ongoing submissions to be returned by 23rd 
April 
• N68 Shaughnessy’s Cross - Feasibility Report , RSA, survey 
ongoing. 
• R462 Cratloe Cross Pedestrian Crossing - Section 38 approved, 
Safety File issued to MD 
• R458 Newmarket - Section 38 approved, Safety File issued to 
MD 
• Bunratty Castle Junction - Design ongoing of Traffic calming, 
and junction improvement options,  liaison with Shannon Group 
and   local businesses, selection of materials ongoing 
• EuroVelo 1 - Evaluation Report for Sport Ireland /ECF 
complete, three sections to reassess – design of signage scheme 
commenced  followed by cost estimates 
•  Knockanean NS - Road Improvement scheme, design drawing  
& land maps prepared/issued to Ennis MD. Cost estimate 
prepared. 
•  TII HD 17 sites (sites for accident risk) - drainage and lighting 
locations visited and referred on, Site visits ongoing on N67, N68, 
N85
•  N85 Shanaway Rd Junction, Ennis  - Design , Drawings, 
Feasibility Report for Junction  Improvement, estimated to be 
completed in Q4 2019
•  R352/Corrovorrin Junction - review of junction options, 
estimated to be completed in Q4 2019
•  Housing Pre Planning  - Ashline, Ennis , Kilmihil and NDFA 
Shannon
•  Development - Pre planning ongoing meetings and 
correspondence
•  Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy – 
Data issued by RDO to Consultants Jacobs Systra
•  Review of Roche transport proposals - review Consultants 
Traffic & Transport Assessment 
•  L4176 Ballybeg Road, Ennis -  survey, design of realignment 
and provision of footpaths
• Pedestrian Crossing on R458 near St Flannans College – review 
to take place following NoM at March  Ennis MD mtg

Continued next page ----->
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• Ennistimon Innovation Centre & Office
• Ennis Digital Hub

• Cliffs of Moher Footpath Upgrade and 
Extension to Carpark 

• Quin Road Campus – Civil Defence HQ

• Killaloe Bypass-Shannon Crossing - Land 
Registry Compliant Maps. 20% completed.

• Brookville House demolition, Gort Rd. Ennis
• Bindon Court Ennis and No 1A Bindon St. 

• Surveys For Road Overlays 

• Relocation of Shannon Allotments.
• Lough Derg Amenity Trail  

(Tuamgraney to Ogonnelloe)
• Land acquisition & assessment: Ennis 2040

• Roadworks specific traffic manage. plans

General Design Office – Projects being developed in 2019  

PROJECTS ON WORK PROGRAMME 

Safety Improvement Schemes 2019
•  L4010/ L8022  Y junction on a bend  L4010 
south of Flagmount – survey complete.
• R462 Sixmilebridge
• R478 St Brigids Well - survey complete.
• L4506 Kilrush rd to Limerick Rd Traffic calm-
ing - on going on site
• R469 Ballymacahill Cross Pedest. crossing
• R458 Carmody St/Drumbiggle Rd, Ennis
• R474 Kilmaley

Road Safety Remedial Measure 2019
• N67 Hospital Cross Ennistimon to Lehinch
• N68 Beneden
• N67 Bend at Lisdeen 

Bridge Rehabilitation
• Latoon Bridge Piers – Services diversion to 
be carried out during April
• Inghid Bridge - completed
• Quin Bridge - on site
• Ballycorrick Bridge – due on site in April
• Pollagh Bridge
• Annagh Bridge - Contractor appointed
• Doorus West Bridge - out to tender 
• Kelly’s Pass Bridge
• Aghy Bridge  - Contractor appointed
• Caherbarnagh Bridge  - out to tender
• Cloonanaha South Bridge
• Goleensallagh Bridge
• Breaghva Bridge
• New Bridge
• Mountievers Bridge
• Sixmilebridge Bridge

• Aughaglanna Bridge
• Barony Bridge
• Ballyvohan Bridge
• Barrly-Thomous Bridge  – tenders have been 
returned and are being assessed
• Stonepark Bridge  – Design stage, survey 
completed
• Bridges notified to RDO by MD Engineers  - 
Inspections ongoing

Other Projects 
•  Doonbeg Traffic Calming
•  Car park at Lemanagh Castle
•  R469 Keevagh
•N67  Killimer Church review of Traffic calming
• Clare Noise Action Plan 2018 -  priorities 
and Matrix assessment/ further monitoring 
required

Capital Delivery/Project Management Office (PMO)

The PMO Team moved into its new Office in the Buttermarket Building 
in Drumbiggle during the month of March.

The updated status of the main projects being worked on in the past 
month is as follows: 

• Killaloe Bridge and By-Pass: The Steering Group met last Friday 
and agreed the critical path items to be progressed.  The Survey work is 
continuing and following consent from a large number of landowners, 
Ground Investigation work commenced during the month.  Further 
consent to access lands is still required to complete the necessary 
works which will inform the detailed design.  Our Consultants RPS are 
continuing with the various technical assessments and modelling as 
required and Land acquisition agreements are being progressed.

• Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – The full suite 
of Project Appraisal documents  which includes the Project Brief, the 
Business Case, Cost Benefit Analysis and Traffic Modelling Report were 
submitted to the DTTaS in early March for evaluation and approval.   A 
meeting with the Department has been sought for mid April to clarify 
and agree the next steps in order to progress to the next stage of the 
Project delivery.

• Ennistymon Inner Relief Road & Bridge Crossing (Blakes 
Corner): The Project Steering group comprising of CCC, TII, the 
Midwest Regional Design Office (MWRDO) and Consultants (Roughan 
O’Donovan) met last Wednesday.  The data on all Landowners within 
the scheme boundary is being compiled in advance of finalising the CPO 
Schedule.  This work is been carried out using Land Registry details as 
well as a door to door exercise and letter drop in the local area by PMO 
staff.  Landscaping detail and detailed design is ongoing with a view to 
submitting the CPO to the TII seeking approval to publish in the coming 
weeks.

• N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme: Necessary Ground 
Investigation works continued during the month and has identified a 
large quantity of good quality material being surplus to requirement.  To 
counter this, we are reviewing the design to ascertain if a further section 
of the N85 can be included in the scheme. 

• N19 Shannon Airport Access Road: During March, we 
commenced the process of procuring Consultants from the TII Framework 

for this scheme.  The preliminary work and necessary documentation is 
being finalised with an expectation of having the Consultants appointed 
in early Summer.

• Shannon Embankments: Tender Documents are now being 
prepared to appoint a Consultant to progress the Shannon Town 
and Environs flood relief scheme.  It is intended to have Consultants 
appointed in May 2019.  

• Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme: In mid March, Ward and 
Burke Contractors were appointed to carry out the construction of this 
scheme.  Work has commenced already in terms of the preparatory 
works and service identification for diversion.  Given the scheme works 
proximity to Clare Abbey, Archaeological investigations form part of 
the contract and consent has been obtained from the Department 
to carryout same. Negotiations with affected landowners are being 
progressed in parallel.

• Doolin Pier Visitor Services Building: The Design Team met 
twice in recent weeks with a focus on delivering this much needed 
facility at Doolin Pier.  The precise schedule of Accommodation required 
is being finalised with input from the relevant key stakeholders.  Critical 
works that need to be finalised include further flood risk analysis and 
the procurement of suitable third party lands for wastewater treatment 
and car parking to facilitate the Visitor Service Building at the Pier.  

• West Clare Railway Greenway: Funding will be sought from all 
suitable schemes so that we can advance the design and delivery of this 
project.

• CFRAMs:  Tender documents are being finalised for the 
appointment of Consultants to progress the Kilkee Flood Relief Scheme.  
It is expected to have Consultants in place in June 2019.  Work also 
commenced in March with a review of the Flood Risk Management 
Plans and also in terms of what could be done on a collaborative basis 
with the other key Stakeholders in the River Shannon.  This work will 
assist in identifying further benefits for the Catchment.

• LIHAF:  During March, RPS Consulting Engineers were 
appointed to carry out the design of the Road between the N85 
Roundabout at Claureen and the Lees Road/Drumcliff Road Intersection.  
This Road will facilitate the proposed construction of a large number of 
houses on lands serviced by same.  Engagement continues between the 
Landowner and prospective Builders.
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STORM DAMAGE
The up to date position in relation to each of the areas where we have been progressing flood relief schemes is as follows: 

PROJECT CURRENT SITUATION
Cloughaninchy Letters of offer have issued to landowners. Tender documents and drawings are being finalised. 
Liscannor Bay The Office of Public Works has written to Clare County Council with regard to this Report. They have 

identified a number of areas where they are seeking further investigation. They have invited us to a 
meeting to discuss the report. Clare County Council has forwarded the letter to our Consultants RPS for 
their observations and will meet the OPW after the response.

Lahinch South Work is continuing on the scheme and is on budget and on programme.

Whitestrand 
Miltown Malbay

An application for a coastal protection scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal ero-
sion protection scheme has been submitted to the OPW.  We have followed up with them with a view to 
prioritising approval of same.

Kilbaha Coastal Flood and Erosion Risk Management Study completed and submitted to the OPW for observa-
tions and recommendations.  We have asked them to give urgent consideration and revert with their 
findings.

Quilty Consultants are currently seeking clarification on methodology from the OPW. Work continuing on 
revised options.

Doolin Coastal Flooding and Erosion Risk Management Study completed and submitted to the OPW for obser-
vations and recommendations. 

New Quay Coastal Flooding and Erosion Risk Management Study completed and submitted to the OPW for con-
sideration. 

Spanish Point An application for a coastal protection scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal ero-
sion protection scheme has been submitted to the OPW. We have followed up with them with a view 
to prioritising approval of same.
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Flood Relief Schemes

The up to date position in relation to each of the areas 
where Clare County Council has been progressing flood 
relief schemes is as follows: 
• Springfield, Clonlara:   A series of meetings has 
taken place with all parties on this scheme to deal with 
the issues highlighted in the draft report and plan the 
way forward. The Consultants have now come up with a 
programme to deliver the amended report in June.

• Miltown Malbay:   Consultants are now working 
on clarifications required by the Office of Public Works. 

• Murtyclough:  An Application for funding has 
been submitted to the Office of Public Works.

• Thomond Villas: An application for funding to 
the Office of Public Works to go to detailed design and 
planning has been submitted.

• Minor Works Schemes: We are engaging with 
the relevant personnel in the OPW in regard to the various 
application schemes submitted and decisions on same are 
awaited.

WATER SERVICES

Annual Service Plan and Headcount 2019
The Water Services Department of Clare Co Council continues to 
deliver the water services function as per the Service Level Agreement 
with Irish Water. The monthly KPI’s continue to be monitored by all of 
the water services teams to achieve required targets. A review of the 
budgeted versus actual expenditure for Jan/Feb are within 1%.

Non-Domestic Metering
Reactive maintenance and new meter installation works have been 
ongoing throughout the county. Issues with non domestic meters are 
encountering difficulties in their resolution due to GDPR concerns 
which is being addressed by Irish Water.  

Water Conservation
• The Operations team continued water conservation activity 
throughout the county reacting to various increases in demand mainly 
in Shannon, Ennis and Killaloe.
• In March The Find and Fix team operated in the Clon Road, 
Limerick Road and Drumbiggle District Metering Areas in the Ennis 
Water Supply Zone and Shareridge carried out night surveys on The 
Abbey DMA and Barefield Pumps Reservoir District Metering Areas. 
       

NEXT PAGE--->
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Cont’d. from previous page 
Asset Transfer Project
375 water & waste water assets, in Co Clare, have been identified to 
date.  Of these 50 are Non Operational/Non Transfer to Irish Water and 
a further 160 have been completed and transferred to Irish Water.  

This leaves a list of 165 assets to be dealt with and eventually transferred 
to Irish Water which is broken down as follows:
• Pending - 37 assets are being discussed to be brought forward 
for transfer to Irish Water in the coming months – these consist of 
straight transfers and also some assets having to be subdivided by 
map/plan once an agreement has been reached on the size of the plot 
containing the asset to be transferred and right of ways etc.

• National Special Projects Office (NSPO) – This is a department 
within Irish Water dealing with special projects including Facilitating 
the Asset Transfers from Local Authorities - 1 asset is with the NSPO for 
investigation to ascertain if it can be considered an underground asset 
and can therefore be transferred by S.I. 13 of 2015.

• Property Registration Authority Ireland –  4 assets have gone 
to the  PRAI to be subdivided. 

• 3rd Party/Unregistered assets - The remaining 123 assets 
identified to be transferred to IW are on 3rd Party Registered lands (101) 
or Unregistered Lands (22).  Background work continues on these assets.

Irish Water is expecting guidelines from the Department in the near 
future regarding first registration of unregistered assets to enable 
transfer of same.   Negotiations are taking place with a Law Firm on a set 
fee for transactions which Local Authorities can utilise. 

CAPITAL PROJECTS

IW’s & (CCC’s) Capital Section is broken down into sub-sections;
• Infrastructure Programmes: (major infrastructure projects)
• Capital Programmes: (minor projects)
• Network Programmes: (mains replacements / find and fix)

Irish Water refers to the different phases of a project as Gates.
• Gate 1. Concept Design and data gathering.
• Gate 2. Environmental Studies Detailed design and planning.
• Gate 3. Construction stage and handover
• Gate 4. Contract closeout

Infrastructure Programmes (Capital Projects)
Clare Capital Investment Plan (CIP) 2014–16 (continuing from 2016)

Kilfenora Waste Water Treatment Plant: Currently at planning stage 
– Clare County Council (as Planning Authority) are currently assessing 
the planning application. Further information has been requested 
which is being compiled for submission.  Expectation to go to Gate 3 – 
construction stage before the end of 2019.

Quin Waste Water Treatment Plant: Tender stage completed.  This 
contract has now been awarded under IW ECI (Early Contractor 
Involvement) framework and is expected to advance to contract 
commencement in the near future.   

Clonroadmore Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:  As part of the 
Ennis Main Drainage Plan Ennis North’s Waste Water Treatment Plant, 
Clonroadmore More WwTP, received an upgrade and this was completed 
in November 2017.  Irish Water has confirmed that new blower units will 
be installed as part of an energy efficiency programme which will help 
with further noise reduction. In addition some upgrading works are also 
now scheduled for the old clarifier. The inlet screens at both the Francis 
Street and Tulla Road pumping stations are also under review.

Clare Capital Investment Plan 2017–2021 Projects

Lahinch Waste Water Treatment Plant:  Gate 1: Concept design report 

at draft stage.  Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed design and environmental 
evaluation and thereafter advancing to planning stage in 2020.  
Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end of 2021.

Ennistymon Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:  Gate 1: Concept 
design report at draft stage.  Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed design and 
environmental evaluation and thereafter advancing to planning stage in 
2020.  Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end 
of 2021.

Newmarket on Fergus Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:  Gate 
1: Concept design report at draft stage. Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed 
design and environmental evaluation and thereafter advancing to 
planning stage in 2020.  Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage 
before the end of 2021.

Shannon (2no projects):  
a) Interim upgrade of the Waste Water Treatment Plant. Project at Gate 
2, tender stage. Construction expected to commence in summer 2019.
b) Gate 1 studies, for the agglomeration, have commenced. Progressing 
to Gate 2 - detailed design & planning thereafter.  Expectation to go to 
Gate 3 – construction stage – not determined at this stage.

Clare Untreated Agglomerations Study (UTAS) Projects: 
(project period 2017-2021)

RPS is the appointed Consulting Engineer. A Design Inception Report 
has been submitted and accepted by IW.  The projects under UTAS have 
progressed through pre-planning stage and detailed design.  In May 
2018, public information sessions were held in Clarecastle, Kilrush and 
Kilkee during May 2018, Ballyvaughan and Liscannor were completed 
in September and October respectively. Planning applications are 
commencing with Kilrush expected to be lodged by IW in Q2 2019.

Kilrush Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:  Gate 2 – detailed 
design near completion.  Planning to be submitted in 2019.  Landowner/
wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing.  Expectation to go to Gate 
3 – construction stage before the end of 2020 and completed by end 
2021.

Clarecastle Waste Water Treatment Plant:  Under Irish Waters UTAS 
project it is expected that in 2019 the waste water collected at Quay 
Rd pumping station will be diverted via a new waste water pipeline to 
Clareabby WwTP.  We are currently in discussion with the Ennis South 
Flood relief scheme contractor to check the feasibility of laying a section 
of the rising main in the vicinity of the Clare abbey roundabout to avoid 
duplication of effort.  Gate 2 – detailed design near completion.  Site 
Investigation works have  commenced which will better inform exact 
route selection.  Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process 
ongoing.  Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the 
end of 2019 and completed by end 2019 / early 2020.

Liscannor Waste Water Treatment Plant:  Gate 2 – detailed design near 
completion.  Planning submission expected in Q2 2019.  Landowner/
wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing.  Expectation to go to Gate 
3 – construction stage before the end of 2020 and completed by end 
2021.

Ballyvaughan Waste Water Treatment Plant:  Gate 2 – detailed design 
near completion.  Public consultation held and planning submission 
expected in Q2 2019.  Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process 
ongoing.  Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the 
end of 2020 and completed by end 2021.

Kilkee Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:  Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report required – will take approx 10months to complete 
which will be quarter 4 of 2019.  Gate 2 – detailed design cannot 
be completed until outcome of EIA is known. Planning submission 
– programmed for Q4 2019/Q1 2020.  Landowner/wayleave/CPO 
engagement process ongoing.  Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction 
stage before the end of 2020 and completed by end 2021.
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Capital Programmes: (minor Capital Works) 
Francis St Ennis Foul Storm Pumps Upgrade:  Project Commenced mid 
November 2018 and is ongoing with an anticipated completion in April 
2019 subject to resolving outstanding electrical issues. The pumps 
performed well during the recent high rainfall event on the 16th March.

Inlet Works Project:  This is a national project reviewing and ultimately 
upgrading various inlet receiving structures including storm tanks and 
sludge handling. In Clare the following are within this project;
• Inagh WwTP
• Clareabbey WwTP
• Miltown Malbay WwTP

The following are other national projects with which Clare are involved 
in (at various stages).

National Certificate of Authorisation (NCAP):  This Programme will 
review all EPA Certified Wastewater plants with a P.E. of less than 500 
and their impact on receiving waters. Ballycannon and Kilmihil WWTP’s 
in Co. Clare have been included in the first round of assessments. RPS 
has prepared Site Option Reports for both plants which are currently 
under review.

Sludge Satellites:
Clareabbey WWTP has been assessed as a potential satellite dewatering 
centre for the purpose of treating imported sludge from surrounding 
WWTP’s. Jacobs Tobin has issued their report which is currently under 
consideration by Irish Water.

Network Programmes Mains Replacement Works:

1.  Bealaha Watermains Rehab works commenced 25th February 
using directional drilling with good progress achieved to date. The 
pipework is expected to be complete in the next 2 weeks followed by 
a resurfacing of the road.
2.  Mullagh Miltown Malbay Watermains Rehab: 24 May – 26 Jan 2020.

Shareridge, working on behalf of Irish Water, have provided the 
following programme:
 1.  Doonbeg Watermains Rehabilitation: April (exact date to be 
confirmed by Irish Water )
2.  Ennistymon Main Street Watermains Rehabilitation: Commenced 
26th March
3.  Dereen to St Brigid’s Well Watermains rehabilitation: Commenced 
26th March
 4.  Clonlara Main Street 300m is nearing completion

Water & Waste Water Operations

The following statistics provide an indication of the level of activity / 
work being carried out by the water and waste water teams throughout 
the county from 27 Feb to 22 Mar 2019. The figures do not however 
reflect the time invested by the teams which is required to resolve each 
complaint /issue. The statistics are under reported due to technical IT 
issues during the month. These issues have now been resolved. 

• 15 Customer Complaints were dealt with to-date
• 2 Emergency Work Orders during the timeframe
• 309 Reactive Maintenance Work Orders were dealt with & closed out
• 2 Customer Asset Flooding Work Order was attended to & closed out
• 193 Service Requests (SR’s) were raised for Field Requests and Follow 
On Work Orders for Reactive Maintenance work
• 32 Outage Notices were placed on the IW portal during the period

A burst main occurred in Clonlara on a mains rehab project carried out 
by a private contractor  on Tuesday 19th March. Clare County Council 
personnel restored water supply.

No other major outages to report during the month.

Rural Water Programme:
• Clare submitted their bids to the Department of Housing, 
Planning and Local Government  in mid March for the new multi-
annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021. The final bid represented 
submissions for 27no. schemes in County Clare over the programme’s 
7 measures with the bid total coming in just under €5.7 million. It is 
hoped that the allocations will be published in the coming weeks to 
allow schemes to progress the design, procurement and construction 
of proposed works. 
• Subsidy Applications received continue to be assessed and all 
group water schemes are encouraged to apply for the annual subsidy 
funding towards the operating costs (incurred in 2018) of providing 
domestic water to households supplied by the schemes.
• No schemes were taken in charge in March however 5no 
schemes are currently with Irish Water for assessment. The Rural 
Water Programme is also actively engaged with a number of other 
schemes in terms of progressing a taking in charge application for the 
schemes to Irish Water.
• The Rural Water Team continue to work with schemes 
to ensure their members have a robust and sustainable quality and 
quantity supply of water available to them.

Non Service Level Agreement Works
• We are carrying out emergency works to the old Ennis Water 
Treatment Plant at Gortaganniv, Kilmaley. The works mainly involve the 
stabilisation of the dam which impounds the reservoir which supplied 
water to  Ennis . The dam was constructed in the 1880s and is in need 
of remedial works to ensure its long term stability.

Carmody Road/Kilrush Road Junction: Following on from works 
carried out by the ESB at the Junction of Carmody Road and Kilrush 
Road, Ennis MD recently carried out scheduled improvement works 
at this location. The works which have just been completed were 
carried out over 4 weeks primarily at evening time to minimise traffic 
disruption. The schedule of work included surface repair and upgrade 
together with substantial preparatory underground engineering works 
to provide for the installation of new controlled signalling to improve 
safety at this busy junction which will be in place by the 2nd quarter 
2019. NEXT PAGE--->

NEXT PAGE--->
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Green Spaces: Spring has arrived and Ennis MD have been preparing 
for the maintenance of our green spaces in the Ennis Municipal 
District for some months. The Ennis MD engineers have given due 
consideration to representations from An Taisce to be cognisant of the 
role of pollinators in our environment. Ennis MD will strive to strike 
the appropriate balance between maintaining our green areas to the 
highest standards and supporting biodiversity in our urban areas.  

General Municipal Allocation – Funding Applications 2019: A total 
of €136,545 in funding was sought under Festivals & Events by 22 
applicants from available funding of €72,000 under this initiative for 
2019. A further €57,964 was sought by 23 applicants under Community 
Projects from available funding of €18,000.  The Ennis MD Members 

will make a determination on the applications and funding provision 
being made to each in 2019 at the April Meeting of the Ennis MD.

Tidy Towns: In support of the Ennis Tidy Towns preparations for the 
coming year, Ennis MD have prepared an action list to address any 
items identified in last year’s adjudicating report and are in partnership 
with Ennis Tidy Towns to present Ennis at its very best for 2019.   Ennis 
Municipal District is actively trying to connect and support the mutually 
beneficial work of our voluntary groups, like Tidy Towns, Men’s Shed 
and Youth and community groups in the Municipal District. 

A hugely successful Clare Men’s Sheds Showcase took place in The 
Civic Room at Waterpark Campus which was well attended by over 100 
Men’s Shed members organised by the Rural Development Directorate.

 ENNIS MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Ennis Municipal District together with the assistance of the 
Gardaí, Civil Defence and the Fire Service, organised and 
co-ordinated a very successful St. Patrick’s Day Parade for 
2019.

Up to 10,000 people lined the streets of Ennis on Sunday, 
17th March, where more than 50 groups representing the 
many aspects of life in County Clare participated in the 
annual parade showcasing the County’s artistic, cultural, 
sporting and community groups.   There was also significant 
international participation in this year’s parade where a group 
called “The Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh Pipes and Drums” 
of more than 80 people from New Jersey in the USA travelled 
to the Clare County Capital to participate in the parade.

Mary Fitzgerald, the founder of Clare Haven Services and 
Haven Horizons, was Grand Marshal and together with the 
Mayor of the Ennis Municipal District, Cllr. Clare Colleran 
Molloy led the parade through the streets of Ennis. 

Parade judges awarded The Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh 
Pipes and Drums from the USA 1st Prize (€500) as the judges 
felt that the Group best reflected the “Musical & Colourful” 
aspect of this year’s parade. Prizes for second (€300) and 
third (€200) went to the INISOWIACY Polish Folk Group and 
Clarecastle Show Society respectively.

In addition to a designated disabled viewing area at the 
Height, Ennis Municipal District partnered with EVA (Ennis 
Voice for Autism) & the Ennis Chamber & volunteer centre 
to coordinate an Autism Friendly Viewing Area where people 
with Autism could go if they were feeling overwhelmed by 
the noise/crowds at the parade & still enjoy the St. Patricks 
Day spectacle. The location of this Autism Friendly area was 
the combined offices of Sherry FitzGerald McMahon and the 
Clare Echo offices located at The Height. 

Two fire engines in Bank Place was a welcome addition to the 
festivities & provided a photo opportunity for people young 
and old following the parade where they got to board the fire 
engines and meet Ennis Fire Fighters.

Ennis St Patrick’s Day Parade Photo Eamon Ward
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ENVIRONMENT
Capital Projects – Lahinch Visitor Toilet Upgrade Project:  Works on 
the new extended public toilets in Lahinch are progressing on the site 
of the previous toilets at Seaworld. Demolitions, foundations, sub-
floors, external block-work, doors and windows and roof have been 
completed as well as 1st fix M&E. Ground works are progressing with 
the adjacent public realm works on the prom area in liaison with the 
MD. The project is expected to be completed in May 2019.

RMCEI – Recommended Minimum Criteria  
for Environmental Inspections 

Waste enforcement, laboratory and technical support, water and 
scientific services continue to carry out the inspections outlined in 
the RMCEI plan for 2019 as well as responding to complaints received. 
Progress will be tracked throughout the year by each team. 

Environmental Awareness

Waste Prevention Grant Scheme 2019: 19 projects were submitted 
under the Clare County Council Waste Prevention Grant Scheme 2019 
with eighteen voluntary groups receiving an average funding of €1,000 
totalling €19,000. The purpose of this grant is to support locally led 
waste prevention projects. Applications include projects to reduce 
single use plastics, reuse and repair; green festivals and community 
composting (incorporating food waste prevention). Clare County 
Council will continue to support the voluntary groups in delivery of 
these projects as required.   

Workshops on controlling non-native invasive plant species: Clare 
County Council announced a series of free public workshops in 
Ennis, Killaloe, Shannon and Miltown Malbay on controlling Japanese 
Knotweed and other non-native invasive plant species. Led by Clare-
based chartered environmentalist and invasive species expert Dr 
Frances Giaquinto, the practical two-hour workshops went through 
the steps needed to effectively control and eradicate non-native 
invasive plant species from private property. An information guide was 
provided to all participants

Greening of Dubai Duty Free Irish Open: Funding was applied to the 
EPA Local Authority Prevention Network to support the greening of the 
Dubai Duty Free Irish Open golf championship to be held in Lahinch 
from the 4th July 2019 to the 7th July 2019. This grant, should it be 
successful, will assist with an awareness initiative to support the local 
community, including business community, in their endeavours to 
reduce the generation of single use plastic and reduce the impact on 
the receiving environment.   

National Tree Week: Clare County Council in conjunction with the Tree 
Council of Ireland and Coillte are making young native trees available 
FREE to Community Groups for planting in public open spaces. 
Presently 39 Community Groups have expressed an interest in availing 
of free native trees under this initiative and trees can be collected the 
1st week of April. 

National Spring Clean April 2019:   During March sports clubs, Tidy Town 
organizations, businesses, schools, community development groups 
and residents associations were encouraged to come together during 
April 2019 to undertake a cleanup in their local area.  Last year, 188 
local community groups in Clare registered for the An Taisce National 
Spring Clean. Groups must first register on www.nationalspringclean.
org or by calling the National Spring Clean hotline on (01) 4002219. 
Once registered, An Taisce will issue groups/individuals with a free 
clean up kit(s), which contains important information, posters, colour 
coded refuse sacks for segregation of waste materials, protective 
gloves and tabards to keep participants safe and clean.  
The Environment Section of Clare County Council is assisting community 
groups and schools who register by providing a free pass to Waste 
Transfer Stations/Waste Management Facility at Scariff and Lisdeen 
and the Central Waste Management Facility in Inagh. An application 
form for a free pass is automatically sent by the Environment Section, 
Clare County Council, to those who register with An Taisce Spring 
Clean. This form is to be completed and returned to the Environment 
Section, Clare County Council. Once received a free pass will be then 
be issued. It is important that this free pass is organised in advance of 
any cleanup. 

Clare County Council will further support local clean groups during the 
month of April through the provision of a Greener Clare pack which can 
include gloves, bags and hi-vis vests. These will be made available at 
all Municipal District offices – in Kilrush, Ennistymon, Shannon, Ennis 
and Scariff. Litter pickers will also be available for loan at all Municipal 
District Offices.

Laboratory & Technical Support

River Monitoring Program 2019: Clare County Council is required to 
collect 295 river water samples in 2019. The calendar for sampling was 
agreed with the EPA in December last with the sampling spread evenly 
over the 12 months. To date 3 sampling runs have been completed 
with samples forwarded to the EPA. 

IW SLA: Clare County Council is required to sample and analyse all 
public water supplies. The level of monitoring required is agreed with 
Irish Water and is based on the population served.  The monitoring is 
spread evenly throughout the year and a number of monitoring runs 
have been completed. The analysis results are then forwarded to IW 
in agreed format.   Under the IW SLA Clare County Council monitors 
all discharges from public wastewater treatment plants. The analysis 
results are forwarded to IW on a monthly basis.

Group Water Schemes and Small Private Supplies:  Clare County Coun-
cil is the Competent Authority for regulating private water supplies and 
undertakes in excess of 270 samples from these supplies each year. 
The sampling and analysis will be ongoing throughout 2019.

Lahinch Public Toilet Upgrade works progressing
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Water and Scientific Services

Water Pollution Complaints: 18 pollution complaints have been 
dealt with to date in 2019.

National Inspection Programme of Domestic Wastewater Treat-
ment Systems (Septic Tanks): Six re-inspections have been carried 
out at premises that carried out corrective action after inspections 
in 2018. It is hoped that the majority of open Advisory Notices will 
be closed prior to commencing new inspections in 2019. We are re-
quired to undertake 39 inspections of domestic wastewater treat-
ment systems per year. Preparation of the 2019 programme is un-
der way with commencement of inspections due to start in April.

Planning referrals from Planning Department: Planning per-
mission referrals continue to be processed in this section where 
specialist scientific reports are required. Twenty reports for de-
velopments with wastewater treatment plants were submitted to 
planning section in March and 8 forestry felling permission reports.

Farm Inspections under the Good Agriculture Practice (GAP) Reg-
ulations 2017: Clare County Council carries out inspections for the 
following reasons; to ensure compliance with the GAP Regulations, 
following notifications from the DAFM, pollution investigation and 
complaint investigation.  The programme for farm inspections 
2019 is due to commence shortly.

River Basin Management Plan 2018-2021: 28 sites mainly in mod-
erate/poor status in West Clare have been sampled to measure 
physical chemical parameters and have also been biologically as-
sessed. These will have to be sampled again in the winter of 2019 
and a report will then be produced on their actual status. 

Training: Dr Robert Meehan, Consultant Geologist gave a two day 
training course at Clare County Council headquarters on Site Suita-
bility Assessments for single rural houses. It involved half day train-
ing in the field and was very beneficial to all staff who attended. 

Waste Management

Textiles: The new textile service contractor has been appointed 
and their new orange coloured textile banks can be seen at vari-
ous bring bank sites around the county. The contractor is Textile 
Recycling Ltd.

Limerick Clare Energy Agency

Energy Management System: The statutory energy reporting cycle 
has begun, under SI426.  Electricity and Gas data has been com-
pleted and returned. Thermal, transport & renewable energy is be-
ing compiled and analysed for submission by April 2019.

Energy Costs: There has been a 10% decrease in energy costs in 
the past 2 months of 2019 compared to the same period in 2018. 
The decrease in energy costs is attributable to decreasing electric-
ity use for buildings. 

Energy Consumption: While the energy cost decrease is 10%, ac-
tual energy use has reduced by 8% overall. 

Energy Performance: Clare County Council has achieved an energy 
performance of 17.8% towards the required 33% by 2020. Sig-
nificant progress is required over the coming two years.  The per-
centage improvement is dependent upon the organisation energy 
consumed and the performance metric. The percentage change is 
calculated on the Monitoring & Reporting performance tool host-
ed by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland. 

Waste Enforcement

• Environmental complaints continue to remain persist-
ently high with dumping and fly tipping of household waste ac-
counting for nearly 60% of all complaints received. Several blatant 
incidences of same were recorded during the month and these 
are currently being investigated by the Waste Enforcement Team. 
Clean up of these incidents has being carried out with the grateful 
assistance of MD staff. 
• Engagement with commercial food waste producers re-
mains ongoing as part of the planned inspection programme of the 
2019 RMCEI plan. Inspection in relation to permitted and licenced 
sites is also progressing as part of the 2019 plan. 
• A significant number of household waste surveys are cur-
rently being planned for regions where dumping and fly tipping 
remain an issue. Non compliance in these areas will be dealt with 
under the newly adopted County Clare Waste Management Bye-
Laws, 2018.   
• 21 fines have been issued to individuals under the Litter 
Pollution Act 1997 since the start of the year. However the issue of 
dog fouling continues to attract complaints. Wardens are engaging 
with dog owners on the ground to remind them of their responsi-
bilities and to ensure they have practical solutions in place when 
managing dog waste.
• Enforcement of unauthorised and illegal waste activity 
remains consistent with a number of directions, notices and warn-
ing letters issued to individuals under various pieces of legislation. 
Follow up action by way of prosecution may ensue should they fail 
to comply with the directions issued.

Gardening

• Final planting and preparation of spring flower beds has 
been completed in Ennis and along its approach roads. Hanging 
baskets containing spring flowers have been fitted on various 
streets in Ennis town centre.
• Consignments of immature summer bedding flowers and 
flowering annuals for summer hanging baskets have arrived, these 
required immediate transplanting and are currently held in poly-
tunnels to protect from frost damage and encourage good growth.
• Staff from Gardening met with staff from West Clare MD 
to further plans and details for the Dubai Duty Free Irish Open to 
be held in Lahinch in July 2019.
• The removal and replacement of damaged/dead trees 
and hedging has taken place at various locations in Ennis and along 
approach roads.

Water Safety items for the monthly management report

• All primary schools in County Clare were informed about 
the Blue Flag awareness quiz and the Blue Flag summer awareness 
sessions. 

• 47 seasonal beach lifeguard applications have been re-
ceived. The local authority pool test will take place in Ennis Leisure 
Complex on 19th April, with interviews taking place during the fol-
lowing week. 32 fulltime positions will be available for 2019.

• Staff members attended the An Taisce local authority 
beach operators meeting – discussing standards for the 2019 sea-
son, to ensure retention of all blue flags.

• Discussions were held regarding the upgrade the existing 
lifeguard station in Kilkee, to remove the necessity for the tempo-
rary red & yellow container.
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
Recent Training Courses: 

The following brigade training courses were 
held during March; 
• 2 No. Emergency Services Driving Standard 
Theory Course
• 2 No. Emergency Traffic Management 
Course (Scariff & Killaloe)

Information Briefing Sessions/Coaching: 

Human Resources in conjunction with the Fire Service are rolling 
out Information Briefing Sessions and Coaching Sessions for Fire 
Fighters in all seven stations.  The briefing sessions will include an 
overview of Corporate Services, Human Resources, Health & Safety, 
Partnership, Social Club, Child Protection and Employee Welfare 
and Benevolent Fund.  Team Building exercises will be provided by 
Deirdre Murray, Coach.  The course has been completed in Scarriff 
and Shannon Stations and further dates have been identified for 
the remaining five stations.

Ennis St. Patrick’s Day Parade: 

Fire Service personnel participated in the Ennis St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade.  Fire Appliances were parked in Bank Place allowing 
members of the public the opportunity to meet with the Fire 
Fighters, view the appliances and equipment and take photographs.  
This was a welcome addition to the festivities for people young and 
old following the parade.

Primary Schools Home Fire Safety Programme: 

The Primary Schools Home Fire Safety Programme has commenced 
throughout the County.  Local Fire Service Personnel have been in 
contact with Schools in their area and in some instances, visits 
have already taken place.  Feedback so far has been very positive 
with strong class participation.

Tusla Early Years Inspectorate:  Clare County Fire & Rescue 
Service are currently working with two other Fire Authorities in 
conjunction with Tusla to provide a training course for the Tusla 
Early Years Inspectorate.  The course will cover Fire Safety in Pre-
schools and Crèches and it is being provided so that there would be 
a better understanding of the fire safety requirements in this area 
by their inspectors.   We are also reviewing the 1999 Guide to Fire 
Safety in Pre-Schools, to provide an updated draft to the National 
Directorate for Fire & Emergency Management for their approval.

Clare Civil Defence

Operational Duties

Civil Defence provided medical cover for the following events:

•  National Hurling League
•  Hurley/Hoey Charity Event
•  Teenage Disco held in the Queen’s Hotel as part of a joint 
initiative between Clare CD and An Garda Siochana
• “Run the Banner” race series
• “Run Clare” race series in Ennis and Barefield
• Charity Hunt, Quin in aid of Suicide Bereavement 
• Ennis, Shannon and Sixmilebridge St. Patricks’s Day Parades.  
Members also provided stewarding duties as well as participating 
in the Ennis and Shannon parades.

Members Training & Professional Development: 

Various members completed Emergency First Responder exams, 
People Handling Instructor’s Re-Certification Course and Search 
and Rescue night time training exercise.   Members also travelled 
to Roscrea to assist with the National Emergency First Responder 
exams.

Fire & Building  Control Section (Main Activities) FEB 2019 MAR 2019 2019 TOTAL
Number of Emergency Calls Attended 83 77 258

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received 10 9 24
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted 5 10 24

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated 1 0 1

Number of Disability Access Certificates Received 8 3 17

Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted 4 5 17
Number of Commencement Notices Received 42 42 120
Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints 2 1 4

(Note: In the March Monthly report, the February figures related to 1st – 25th February due to timing of report)
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MARCH IN PICTURES
                          AROUND THE COUNCIL                                                                                                       

Liam Conneally, Director of Economic Development, and Pat 
Dowling, Chief Executive, pictured at the Mid West for En-
gineering Showcase in Shannon Airport during March. The 
event encourages school leavers to consider a future in a 
highly skilled, well-paid engineering career, in the Mid-West.

The new Coach Reception building at the Cliffs of Moher has won an award in the building category at the Irish Concrete Awards. The 
building was designed by Denis Byrne (architect) to keep in with the design of the existing visitor experience, and was completed in 

2018. Pictured above right: Pat Queally, Keating Construction, Denis Byrne (architect) and Carmel Greene, Clare County Council.

Students and teachers from St. Michael’s Community 
School in Kilmihil pictured with Elected Members of the 
West Clare MD and Mayor of Clare Councillor Michael 

Begley during a visit to Áras Contae an Chláir.

Clare Oireachtas members pictured with Clare Councillors 
Ann Norton, Pat Burke, Tom McNamara and PJ Ryan 

during a Clare County Council delegation trip to Dublin to 
meet with Minister for Health Simon Harris, T.D.

Pictured at the unveiling of the A-project at the Shannon 
Training Campus for the International Generation 

Apprenticeship Competition: Dr Vincent Cunnane, LIT; Liam 
Conneally, Director of Economic Development, Clare County 

Council; Cllr Mary Howard Chair of LCETB, George O’Callaghan 
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