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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
During April, the Directorate welcomed Colm Clohessy, Executive Engineer and Joanne French, Professionally Qualified Social
Worker. The demands for delivery of housing to respond to need continues to intensify. The Council is actively pursuing supply
through many avenues and will shortly be seeking expressions of interest from landowners/developers for additional avenues
to increase supply; the Council are particularly interested in turn key developments in areas of high demand.
HOUSING
Housing
On the 18th April the Council received correspondence from Minister Eoghan Murphy outlining and reinforcing the message contained
in previous correspondence with regard to targets for social housing
delivery for Clare in 2018. Social Housing demand continues to grow
with a moderate increase in the number of people homeless and in
response the Council is targeting the provision of accommodation
through numerous and varied mechanisms.
The number of people presenting to Homeless Services in Clare
remains high with 21 presentations recorded up to 18th April. The
homeless figures for April indicate full occupancy of 13 beds at Laurel Lodge and at 30th April there was 63 adults and 41 dependents
in emergency accommodation. The council is continuing to work
with agencies to provide accommodation and deliver appropriate
services for homeless persons in County Clare including the development of a Homeless Action Team office and dedicated supported
accommodation.
Our objective to provide homes for households on the council’s waiting list is achieved as follows:
•
Acquisitions
During the month of April 4 sales were agreed, contracts were signed
for 2 dwellings and sales closed for 5 properties. The purchase of 17
properties have been agreed to date in 2018. The number of houses
being acquired is reducing as a high level of demand now pertains
for all properties coming onto the market for sale. However the
Council will continue with this programme while value exists.
•
Incentivised Schemes
CCC is anticipating the Vacant Homes Strategy in conjunction with
the vacant homes website www.vacanthomes.ie will facilitate a
greater take up of both the Buy and Renew and Repair and Lease
(RLS) schemes to bring properties back to use. To date 6 properties have been acquired under the Buy and Renew Scheme and it
is expected that this number will increase in the coming months.
While 8 applications have been received under the Repair and Lease
Scheme, none have been deemed eligible. This is largely due to restrictions on the cost of repairs required to bring up to rented standards and to the fact that the properties offered were not in areas
of high demand and In this regard we would welcome enquiries
or expressions of interest if anyone is aware of vacant properties in
their locality.
•
New Rebuilding Ireland Affordable Loan
There is a high level of interest in The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan.
To date 27 no. applications have been received and 90 enquiries
made. It offers a fixed rate for credit worthy low to middle income
first time buyers with a view to making home ownership more affordable. The three interest rates being offered, which are exclusive
of Mortgage Protection Insurance, are:
2% fixed for up to 25 years;
2.25% fixed for up to 30 years
2.30% variable for up to 30 years
These fixed rates will provide greater affordability and certainty in
terms of repayments for borrowers. It is expected there will be a
good take-up on this loan type.
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•
Rental and Leasing
CCC is actively seeking to increase the supply of housing stock
through these channels to meet the housing demand. Currently applicants’ housing need is being met as follows:
Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) = 377
Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) = 1255
Short term leasing = 106
Long term leasing =153
Approved Housing Body lease arrangement = 137
•
Capital – Housing Construction
Hereunder is the status of capital housing projects:

Project

Units Status

Quilty

18

This scheme is being scheduled to
go before the May Council meeting.

Feakle

13

The scheme is currently being prepared to launch for tender in May.

Clonlara

9

This scheme was launched on etender in April and is due back in May.

Roslevan Ennis

8

This scheme is being scheduled to
go before the May Council meeting.

Ashline, Ennis

40

Consultants have been appointed to
commence scheme design in May.

Shannon NDFA

51

This scheme is currently in the planning process.

•
Housing Refurbishment and Maintenance
The management and turnaround of our housing stock to minimise
voids is continuously assessed and hereunder is the activity:
*

This figure does not include properties which have become vacant
after 1st May nor does it include acquisitions and long-term voids.
•
Grants
Total Grants issued in April for Housing Adaptation, Housing Aid and
Mobility Aid grants:

Grant type

No. issued in
March 2018

Value of
works

Housing Adaptation
Grant for People with
a Disability

3

35,370

Housing Aid for Older
People

54

237,540

Mobility Aids Grant

13

48,170

Applications issued in
March 2018

70

321,080

Applicant priority is assessed on medical, compassionate and waiting time criteria. Letters of referral and support from HSE medical
professionals is required for applications to receive immediate funding. CCC is constantly reviewing applications on the waiting list under the three grant schemes and prioritising them for approval.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

SPORTS & RECREATION

Cultural Services – Library, Arts, Museum, Archives

•
Atlantic Youth Project
The Atlantic Youth Project is well under way. The first of the 8
planned Local Activities has taken place and was a great success
– 32 children from Colaiste Mhuire Ennistymon and 32 children
from Scariff Community College enjoyed a full day of Activities at
the University of Limerick Activity Centre in Killaloe. Our Partner,
ULAC will be presenting the same Activities to the 109 children
that will be travelling to Ennis to participate in the Atlantic Youth
Project’s 1st Transnational Event which will take place here in
County Clare at the end of May for one week – Ireland being the
first country to host all of the children involved from Spain, Portugal, France, UK and Ireland. The other countries are also currently working with their schools and various Maritime companies (partners) to create 8 Sessions for each country’s children.

CLARE COUNTY LIBRARY

•
Local Authority Play and Recreation Network
The LAPRN (Local Authority Play and Recreation Network) was
attended by the Head of Sports & Recreation in Dublin this past
March in preparation for the upcoming National Play Day and
National Recreation Week of Summer 2018. We are now in the
process of sending information and seeking out applications
for the National Play Day (Sunday 1st July 2018) and National
Recreation Week (beginning 2nd July 2018). The theme is ‘Celebrating 25 years of a child’s right to play’. National Play Day is
generally targeted at children up to 12 years and National Recreation Week targets the 12-18 age group. Community Groups
can apply for funding to host free events to encourage participation by children and teens in fun activities, and at the same time
promoting exercise and healthy living for children.
•
Lighting upgrade for sports facilities
The Application to SEAI under the Better Energy Communities
(BEC) Scheme for 2018 has been approved. Representatives
from SSE Airtricity are now finalising the scope of works for
the upgrade of lighting at Ennis Leisure Centre and EV Charging
Points as outlined below:
Ennis Leisure Centre - car park
Lees Road Park, Ennis - car park
Tim Smythe Park, Ennis - public road near
Kilrush Sports Complex - car park.

•
Self-service kiosks have been installed in Shannon and Kilkee Libraries. These kiosks allow members to borrow, return and
renew books, check their accounts and pay fines without having to
queue at the desk. The funding for this service is part of a €3.8 million national allocation from the Department of Rural and Community Development which will allow for the continued modernisation
of the library service nationally, enhancing services for library users
and paving the way for the launch of the new public library strategy.
•
A Teen Eco Group ‘The Helping Hand’ met in Scariff Library
to discuss environmental issues, animal cruelty, climate change and
making the world a better place. Also in Scariff, ‘The Book of Happiness’, a Creative Writing Workshop was one of this months’ Healthy
Ireland at Your Library Events.
•
This year Bliain na Gaeilge marks 125 years of Revival of
the Irish language/Athbheochan 1893-1918. Bliain na Gaeilge will
focus on the creativity and vibrancy of the language, the participation of the community, the value of our Gaeltachts and the revival
of the language over the last 125 years. A touring Bliain na Gaeilge
exhibition was displayed in Ennis and Shannon libraries during April.
Meanwhile, a conversational Irish group met in Scariff Library for a
chat and a cuppa ‘as Gaeilge.’
A talk on gardening took place in DeValera Library in Ennis,
•
accompanied by a selection of the large range of books on gardening. The library was involved in an initiative at the Further Education and Training Centre in Ennis where staff and learners are working towards achieving an Amber Flag to promote positive mental
health. Library staff judged a poetry competition with the theme
of ‘Happiness’ and produced a booklist and a book display for the
Centre.
•
Poetry Day Ireland took place on 26th April and was
marked in Shannon and in Ennis libraries. At the DeValera Library in
Ennis a ‘Poetry beyond Borders’ event was very successful. To celebrate Bliain na Gaeilge poetry as Gaeilge also featured. The prize
giving ceremony for the Clare Champion’s short story competition
took place at DeValera Library, Ennis, on 26th April.
A new initiative by Clare Library in partnership with Clare
•
Family Learning Project and Scoil Chríost Rí, Ennis was launched
by Dr. Áine Cregan, Senior Lecturer at Mary Immaculate College
of Education, Limerick. Twenty four first class children along with
their parents will read a range of chosen picture books each night
over a six week period. The project includes visits to their classroom
by their parents where all involved will explore reading-based activities. Library visits and special events will also form part of the
programme. The collaboration between Clare County Library, Clare
Family Learning Project, and the Home School Community Liaison
(HSCL) Scheme at Scoil Chríost Rí, is in keeping with the Government’s “Right to Read” policy, the primary aim of which is to create
an integrated and sustained approach to developing literacy in the
local community.

•
Special Olympics
Three Clare athletes are currently training on a weekly basis
(complimentary use of pool lane) for the Special Olympics Ireland Games (National Event) that will take place this June in
Dublin. They will be proudly representing County Clare. Active
Ennis has in the past provided complimentary use of its facilities
for the training of the very successful Golfer Paul Kirrane, who
was a medal winner as part of the Irish Team at the Special Olympics World Games in Los Angeles in 2015.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Clare County Library (cont’d)

•
The Creative Ireland Public Community Grants Scheme
closing date was 13 April. Applications were invited under the
Decade of Centenaries theme, the European Year of Cultural
Heritage theme and the Creative Ireland pillars of enabling creativity in communities and children. Applications were received
from local groups and individuals. €25,000 was allocated in
funding to this grant scheme. A Panel met on 20th April to assess the applications and all applicants will be notified in the
coming days.
•
The national ‘Spring into Storytime’ programme was
delivered in 14 branches of Clare County Library. Its focus is on
promoting reading as a family activity which benefits children
and parents equally. 45 storytime sessions took place overall in
Clare library branches.

•
The Arts Officer was a panellist at the Creative Momentum Conference in Galway, speaking on the development
of the Creative Industries in the West of Ireland.
•
A co-production by Clare Youth Theatre and residents
of St. Joseph’s Hospital, Ennis took place in glór. Dancehall Days
explored issues of romance through performance, song and
dance. This launched our Bealtaine 2018 programme.
•
Working with the Older Age Development Officer, the
Cultural Companions Scheme was initiated.
•
The First Friday artist talk took place in glór.
•
The first production of the WRAP audio visual fund was
announced with shooting of a €1.5m film ‘Calm with Horses’
due to begin shooting in Galway and Kilkee in May.

CLARE MUSEUM

•
Teen week in collaboration with Ennis Book Club Festival was celebrated in Shannon and Ennis and Ennistymon libraries. Authors Sarah Maria Griffin and Donal Ryan enthralled their
Secondary School Student audience’s at all three venues. Nessa
O’Mahony’s poetry workshops helped teenagers discover how
imagery works in poetry. The monthly Clare FM library book slot
took place, as did the regular film screenings, storytimes and
book club meetings.
CLARE ARTS OFFICE
•
15 proposals for the Irish Business against Litter (IBAL)
sculpture commission for Ennis were received. A short-listing
process is now underway.

•
3 exhibitions took place in Ennis, Scariff and Kilkee and
the Arts Office launched exhibitions in the Burren College of Art
and one by the ETB FETAC students in Ennistymon.
•
We also assisted with the exhibition at the Active Age
Retirement Conference in the Falls Hotel, Ennistymon.
•
A new artist took up a studio in Tulla Stables Studios.
•
The first Riches of Clare concert of the year took place
in Kilfenora.
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•
Two types of workshop for schools were held during
the month and 246 pupils from 6 schools attended.
•
An adult education group from Scarriff LCETB heritage
course attended for a tour of the museum exhibition and a talk
on the museum’s resources.
•
Cataloguing of the collection continued in accordance with the Collection Management Strategy adopted by the
Council in December. To date 500 items have been accessioned
to the museum collection during 2018.
ARCHIVES
•
Work continues in the addition of metadata to digitised
images. The digitisation of the County Council Minute books is
85% complete. The digitisation of a collection of photographs
from Kilrush Archives has also been completed and will be used
as an installation in the newly refurbished Town Hall.
•
The Archivist met with the family of the late Pascal
Brooks and an agreement has been made to acquire the complete collection of negatives dating from 1961. These negatives
will need to be digitised with specialised equipment in order to
be preserved. It is a significant collection holding photographs
of Clare weddings, family occasions and ordinations dating back
to the 1960s giving a rare pictorial social history of the county.
•
Work is slowly progressing on the Ennis Urban Authority Collection. This collection consists of Minute Books, Managers’ Orders, Employee wage books and financial records in
addition to housing ledgers and drawings.
•
Records Management: The archivist is working with
various sections to identify files that may be disposed of, files
which are deemed unnecessary for administrative, legal and fiscal purposes according to the NRPLAR and also bearing GDPR in
mind.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT

2018 SuperValu TidyTowns
Competition is launched

Minister Michael Ring T.D. Minister for Rural and Community Development & Martin Kelleher, Managing Director of SuperValu celebrated the launch of the SuperValu TidyTowns Competition 2018
on the 28th March 2018.
As part of the launch, there was an official tree planting ceremony
to mark the 60th Anniversary of the competition at the TidyTowns
Grove in the Phoenix Park, Dublin.
In addition, a tree in respect of each of the last 20 overall winners of
the competition has now been planted in the Grove.
Photographs depict the tree that is now planted in the Phoenix Park
to mark Ennis TidyTowns’ overall win in 2005.

Kilmaley project wins national Age Friendly award
Kilmaley Voluntary Housing Association has been named one of
the overall winners at the National Age Friendly Recognition and
Achievement Awards 2018. The Association, which was nominated
by the Clare County Council Age Friendly Development Officer, won
the Age Friendly Housing Award in recognition of An Cluinín Retirement Village in Kilmaley, a development of 24 independent living
houses with a Daycare and Health Centre.
The awards ceremony in Monaghan town saw projects from across
the country recognised for their innovative and creative approaches to making Ireland a great place in which to grow old. The Retirement Village was developed in response to an identified need
within the rural area of Kilmaley where people were moving into
long-term care way before their time.
The organisation created a development from a green field site
which consists of 24 single independent living houses with help
from an outreach service when required. In addition, a Day Centre
was built which caters for 110 older people in the immediate locality and a Health Centre which accommodates the public health
nurses and GP service. Overall, this development aims to provide
an older person with a better quality and more fulfilled life, leading
to a normal way of growing old in their own home.

Pictured at the National Age Friendly Recognition and Achievement
Awards 2018 in Monaghan, L-R; Karen Fennessy, Clare County
Council Age Friendly Development Officer; Councillor Tom McNamara, Mayor of Clare; Mary Ita Griffin, Kilmaley Daycare and
Health Centre; and Eilish Neylon Kilmaley Voluntary Housing Association.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
April 2018 Actions: Monthly Management Report for the April Meeting of Clare County Council.
Rural Development SPC Meeting
The Rural Development SPC meeting was held on 24 April, 2018.
The meeting focused on the proposed new Tourism Strategy, the
Rural & Community Development Officers, CarshareIT, Age Friendly Programme, an overview of 2018 National Grant Schemes and
the adopted 2018 Council Community Support Scheme.

Launch of Cultural Companions

Joint Policing Committee
A meeting of the Joint Policing Committee was held on 9th April,
2018. A presentation was given by Mr. Brian McManus, Youth
Work Manager, on the programmes and work of the Clare Youth
Service. Chief Superintendent, John Kerin gave an update on policing activity. The next meeting of the Joint Policing Committee
will be held on Monday, 9 July in Áras Contae an Chláir.
Hidden Heartland Brand

The Rural, Community & Tourism Department attended the
launch by Failte Ireland of a map/logo which represents new
branding for the mid land’s region. The tourism campaign for the
centre of the country, rebrands the midlands as ‘Ireland’s Hidden
Heartlands’ as a way to boost tourism in the area. The area covered extends from Leitrim down to East Clare, including Longford,
Roscommon and East Galway, and parts of Westmeath, Cavan,
North Tipperary and Offaly.
The main focus is on the River Shannon, i.e. the development of new
food networks and trails and a creation of new walking hubs are part
of the campaign to attract a larger
number of visitors. It will also tie
into the Shannon Master Plan being developed by Fáilte Ireland in
partnership with Waterways Ireland and the Beara Breifne Way.
The campaign will promote activities like walking, cycling, fishing and
boating.

Miltown Malbay Digital Hub Open Day

The Clare Age Friendly Programme has launched ‘Cultural Companions’ which is an Age & Opportunity Initiative
comprising a network of older people interested in arts
and culture who attend events together as a group.
Its aim is to provide increased opportunities for older people to engage with Clare’s vibrant arts and cultural scene.
Volunteer members are facilitated by the Clare Age Friendly
Programme to draw up a calendar of events to choose from
every two months. All Members receive the calendar of
events, posted out by the volunteers, and independently
book and pay for those events they wish to attend. The
members meet up at an allocated time prior to each event
and attend together usually with a social get together built
in. Membership is FREE to all who sign up.
The Clare Cultural Companions initiative is supported by the
Clare Arts Office and Clare Older People’s Council. Funding
for the programme has been provided by Creative Ireland
with this initiative featured in the Culture and Creativity
Strategy 2018-2022 for Clare.

Community Supports Scheme
Clare County Council is pleased to announce its Community Supports
Scheme for 2018.
The Scheme is available to support community and voluntary groups
wishing to undertake specific projects under the relevant categories of
the Scheme. This new approach coordinates separate grant schemes
to community groups operated by various Council departments into
a single structured scheme. The purpose of the Council’s Community
Supports Scheme is to encourage and assist community and voluntary
groups to take an active part in the development of their communities
and to improve the quality of life experience in their areas.

An Open Day took place at the Miltown Malbay Digital Hub on Main
Street, Miltown Malbay, for individuals, local community members
and entrepreneurs. Contact 065-6846336 or visit www.digiclare.ie
for further information.
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For an application form and scheme guidelines, please visit www.
clarecoco.ie/community/grants or email css@clarecoco.ie. The closing
date for receipt of applications is Wednesday, 16th May 2018.
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Atlantic Economic Corridor

Economic Development

Proposed South Clare Economic
Strategic Development Zone (SDZ)

The concept of an Atlantic Economic Corridor has been developed in order to maximise the assets along the western seaboard in 10 coastal counties and connect the economic hubs,
clusters and catchments of the region to attract investment,
support job creation and contribute to an improved quality of
life for those who live there.

Further to the endorsement by elected members at the April
meeting of the South Clare Strategic Development Zone, the
SDZ application is currently being prepared and members will
be kept informed on the application process.
The Economic Development Strategic Policy Committee also
backed the proposal, which has been targeted in successive
Clare County Development Plans since 1999.

Local authorities have a key role to play in further developing
the concept and one of the first initiatives is to develop the enterprise space strategies. It is intended to resource this initiative with support from the Department of Rural and Community Development up to the end of 2019.

Clare County Council will be seeking Government approval to
designate the University of Limerick (UL) campus in County
Clare and the hinterland of the campus as an economic development zone with the capacity to generate 3,500 jobs in the
first ten years of the zone.

Property Management
•
A lease was signed with the Killaloe / Ballina Tennis
Club for a larger area than they currently occupy adjacent to
the Bane’s Field. This will allow them to progress their development. The development of the entire Bane’s Field area is governed by the Tobermurragh and Bane Field Masterplan, developed by the Planning Department in 2016.

The South Clare Economic Strategic Development Zone (SDZ)
will be Europe’s first 21st Century University Town providing
for a full range of living, working, amenity, social, cultural and
recreational spaces integrated with a range of University facilities, including teaching, learning and research. The SDZ also
will include the redevelopment and integration of the Errinagh
Canal, thereby providing the final inland waterway link between
Lough Erne in County Fermanagh and Limerick City as well as
the Shannon Estuary.

•
A meeting was held with officials from the Department
of Education in order to discuss options for sites for schools in
the County.

Development Management

The SDZ site comprises the land area located north and east of
the existing University campus in County Clare, bounded on its
north by the corridor of the Limerick Northern Distributor Road
and on its west by the Errinagh Canal.

•
86 planning applications were received by Clare County Council during the month of April bringing the total no. received to date for 2018 to 344.

Clare County Council will submit a formal application to Government for the designation of the South Clare Economic SDZ
in the coming weeks. If the application is successful, a detailed
masterplan for the area will be developed by the local authority,
in conjunction with UL and local landowners.

•
15 pre-planning applications were received during the
month of April bringing the total received to date for 2018 to
87. 41 of the 87 preplanning applications received to date in
2018 have been closed out.

Ennis 2040 Economic and Spatial Strategy

Planning Enforcement

The Ennis 2040 Economic and Spatial Plan tender process is
reaching a conclusion and it is anticipated that consultants will
be appointed within weeks with a view to commencing the economic plan making process before the summer.

•
15 complaints were received, 3 warning letters were
issued, 2 enforcement notices were served and 12 files were
closed during the month of April.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Taking in Charge

•
Spa Wells Pumps 150 years, organised by Lisdoonvarna
Tidy Towns, was named runner up in the Heritage communities’
category. The event celebrated 150 years since the first pump
was installed at the Spa Wells in Lisdoonvarna. Lisdoonvarna
Failte CLG, Lisdoonvarna Heritage Group, Lisdoonvarna Tidy
Towns and Visit Lisdoonvarna collaborated to bring people out
and celebrate the community owned heritage site.

•
3 estates were taken in charge in April bringing the
number taken in charge to date this year to 12. Taking in Charge
maps are being prepared for a further 7 estates and these will
be advertised when the maps are finalised.
•
Work is ongoing on 6 other estates where the bondholder is completing the works and the estates team are continuing to monitor progress on these estates.
•
The estates team are preparing tender packs for remedial works programmes on a number of estates for which
bond monies have been paid over. The focus will be on priority
remedial works that will enable the estate to be completed to a
standard required for taking in charge.

Clare Swift Nest Box Project

Conservation, Archaeology and Built Heritage
•
The Architectural Conservation Officer prepared notifications and method statements and issued same to the National Monuments Service to permit works to six ruined churches
and graveyards throughout the County.
•
Three Section 57 Declarations were issued during the
month of April to permit essential works to protected structures within the County.
•
The Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
(DCHG) approved funding for 2 no. projects within County Clare
under the Structures at Risk Fund 2018 namely:
- RPS 629 Maiville House, Lisdoonvarna - €15,000
- RPS 872 Vandaleur Mausoleum, Kilrush - €17,000

Clare Swift Nest Box Project is a collaboration between Clare
County Council, BirdWatch Ireland and the community. Tuamgraney Development Association, Bodyke Tidy Towns, Ennis
Tidy Towns, Clarecastle Tidy Towns, Ballynacally Tidy Towns, Kilmurry Tidy Towns, Kilkishen Tidy Towns/Development Group,
O’Briens Bridge Tidy Towns have all taken part in the Swift Nest
Box Project and have now received individual advice on how to
attract Swift, locations for nest boxes and the Swift nest boxes.
Taking part in the Swift Nest box Projects should form part of
the Tidy Towns submissions and boost the biodiversity points
awarded. Tuamgraney, Clarecastle, Ennis and Scarriff have confirmation that boxes are installed.

Heritage
Heritage Awards
3 Clare Heritage Week events were successful in the Heritage
Awards, showcasing the best of National Heritage Week. Clare
came out on top in one of three competition categories while
two Clare events finished as runners up. These are as follows:•
The Great Irish Garden, organised by Irish Seed Savers
in Scarriff, won the Hidden Heritage Award which shines a light
on Ireland’s hidden heritage and was open to event organisers
who successfully explored lesser known aspects of Ireland’s
heritage during Heritage Week. The event highlighted the diversity and heritage of Ireland’s food crops. Due to industrial
farming it is estimated that over 80% of crop varieties have
been lost in the last 100 years. Ireland has a rich history of food
heritage from the well-known lumper potato to the ancient and
very rare Irish Prean’s Pea. Irish Seed Savers’ mission is to save
these varieties and make them available to the general public.

Reading the Landscape Training Course
Reading the Landscape Training Course is at present being rolled
out in Scarriff. The aim of the Course is to enable participants to
identify, examine and record the heritage features of their own
local area through desk research and fieldwork. This project is
funded by the Clare Creative Ireland Strategy to enable creativity in the community and is being undertaken in collaboration
with the Limerick Clare Education Board. A second Course is
planned for the Autumn along the mid Clare coast.
Dromore Stables
The Dromore Stables building in Ruan is owned by the Heritage Council and acts as a breeding roost to over 300 breeding
female Lesser Horseshoe bats. It is one of the largest Lesser
Horseshoe bats breeding roosts in Ireland and designated as a
Special Area of Conservation. The Planning Department is assisting the Heritage Council to remove ivy from the building
and surrounding walls and to undertake a Condition report and
Maintenance Plan.

•
The Laneways and Bow-ways of Ennis walk organised
by Ennis Tidy Towns was named runner-up in the category. Led
by local historian Larry Brennan, the walk shone a spotlight on
the placenames of the town. These placenames were then uploaded by the organisers to meitheal.logainm.ie, the community placename collection project.

National Heritage Plan, Heritage Ireland 2030
A submission was made on the development of the National
Heritage Plan, Heritage Ireland 2030.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Forward Planning

•
Following the publication of the Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategy (RSES) Issues Paper, the Southern Regional
Assembly are hosting are series of workshops which have been
attended by staff from the Planning Department together with
other local authorities and stakeholders. It is anticipated that a
Draft RSES will be available in June 2018.

•
The Planning Department are currently undertaking a
pilot study of 6 no. large and small villages for housing potential and public realm enhancement works which is an objective
of the Clare County Development Plan 2017-2023. Broadford,
Whitegate, Mullagh, Flagmount, Cooraclare and Carrigaholt are
being reviewed. Initial public consultations took place in Broadford (18th April 2018), Whitegate (23rd April 2018) and Flagmount (26th April 2018).

•
The Planning Department, on behalf of Clare County
Council, made a submission on the Consultation Paper on the
proposed methodology for Irish Water’s Investment Plan 20202024.

EMPLOYMENT & LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE

•
Training: LEO Clare hosted three different training courses across the county in April, attended by 51 clients. Key programmes included A Simple Guide for SMEs to Get Ready for
GDPR, Digital Marketing Course and an introduction to our
LEAN Programme.
•
Approvals: LEO Clare held their Evaluation committee
meeting on April 24th in which 2 local businesses were grant
approved a combined total of €45,000. So far in 2018 LEO Clare
have approved 10 applications to the value of €351,200.
• Founder Friday: LEO Clare client, Charlie Glynn from Glynn
Technical Diamonds, presented at Founder Friday, a Bank of Ireland networking initiative promoting Clare Start-ups in association with Local Enterprise Office.

The purpose of these initial public consultations is to gather
information which will enable the community to maximise opportunities for growth. Participation by the community at the
events was very positive providing valuable local insight which
will assist in progressing the studies. Public consultation events
are also scheduled to be held in Cooraclare (on 2nd May 2018),
Mullagh (on 10th May 2018) and Carraigaholt (on 14th May
2018). Planning Department staff involved in this project would
like to thank elected members for their assistance with the consultations to date and look forward to working with them in
forthcoming consultations.

• National Enterprise Awards: LEO Clare client and 2018 Clare
Enterprise Award Winner Hannah Wrixon, Get The Shifts, was
involved the Final National Enterprise Awards judging session
that was held in Athlone on the 19th April. The Gala Awards
Event will be held on May 24th in Mansion House, Dublin.

•
The last and final count (Count Number 11) of the Bird
Usage Survey of the Shannon Estuary was undertaken on the
23rd and 24th of April 2018. This will complete all survey work
over the 12 month period. The final report will be prepared subsequently and will issue to the SIFP Steering Group for approval
in June coupled with a presentation from the project consultants.
•
Clare County Council assisted DesignPro/GKinetic in
the completion of a Foreshore Licence Application to the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government relating
to the potential deployment of a tidal test device in the Fergus
Estuary. The application was successfully submitted in April and
is now open for public consultation for a period of 21 days up
to the end of May. Documents relating to the application can be
viewed at Kilrush Garda Station.

•
LEO Clare Clients: Three LEO Clare clients Get The Shifts,
Shadetech and Core Optimisation were finalists of the All Ireland Business Summit Awards in Croke Park. Get The Shifts won
1st place in the New Business category and received All Star
Accreditation for Innovation in Hospitality Recruitment. Get
The Shifts have also been nominated for the National Start up
Awards 2018.

9

9

FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES
• The IPA delivered 3 days of Leadership training with 25 staff
attending while the HR Department participated in the information sessions for Elected Members during the month.

CORPORATE SERVICES
• Supplementary register
A Voter Registration ‘One-Stop-Shop’ for people who wished to
register for a vote in the forthcoming referendum was organised in the offices of Clare County Council, in collaboration with
Clare Public Participation Network and the Garda Siochana
Clare Division.
The referendum will be held on Friday, 25 May 2018 and those
who are not registered to vote have until May 8th to apply to
be included on the Supplementary Register which will enable
them to cast their vote.
The One Stop Shop took place in Clare County Council on May
3rd from 11 am until 3pm.

There are a number of training courses planned for the coming
month including manual handling, ride-on-roller and Signing,
Lighting & Guarding.
• During the month the National Standards Authority of Ireland visited the Council for 3 days to carry out an assessment
for the ‘Excellence Through People’ award.

PROCUREMENT
The following tender opportunities have been published during April 2018:

Tender Description

Deadline
Date

Works Contractor for Clonlara

18.05.18

Consultancy Services for Thomond Villas

30.04.18

Over 50 staff attended workshop sessions providing input into
the process. HR policies and practices were also reviewed during this process. The outcome of this assessment is expected in
the coming months.
• A number of competitions were held in April including Beach
Lifeguards, Craftsman, Rural & Community Development Officer, H&S Officer and Whole-time Station Officer. Recruitment
is set to continue into the summer with open competitions advertised on www.clarecoco.ie & www.publicjobs.ie.

HUMAN RESOURCES
• During April 2018 there were 11 courses delivered through
the Learning & Development unit with 167 staff in attendance.
These courses included IPA A-Z in Local Government, Location
of Underground Services, Mentoring training (Mentor & Mentee) , GIS and Mini Digger.
• New appointments include a Director of Service and Social
Worker while a number of Clerical Officer (4) and General Operative (12) posts have also been offered in the last number of
weeks with a view to new staff taking up appointments in the
near future.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

•
TII’s allocation of core grants for 2018 amounts to a total of €2.07 million for Clare Co Council while the DTTaS grants
amount to a total of €23.537 million and represent a significant
increase over 2017. The most notable features include increases of between 15 and 20% in respect of the key Improvement
and Surface Dressing grants, almost €450,000 to cater for road
drainage requirements (a new grant category) which has in turn
been topped up by a contribution of €300,000 from this years
enhanced IPB Dividend and €1.25 million to facilitate completion
of the Latoon Bridge project. Following on from the approval
of the SMDW by all 4 MD’s in March, the works programme is
gaining momentum throughout the county and the major remediation contract at Latoon Bridge has been progressing through
a very intensive programme – it is on schedule and is expected
to be substantially completed by the end of May – reopening to

traffic may have to involve a short period during which one lane
only will be operational before opening up fully.
•
The Council has submitted an application for a CIS allocation (€10,000,000 available Nationally) – based on applications
which have been submitted by approximately 40 communities
around the county. A response is awaited from the Department.
•
The Council has been allocated a sum of €482,000 for
LIS schemes for this year and the schedule of 13 schemes which
was submitted to the Department of Rural and Community Development on foot of same has been approved. A secondary
schedule of 22 schemes has also been submitted in anticipation
of potential further LIS allocations later in the year – if approved,
a total additional grant allocation of approximately €890,000
would be forthcoming.
•
The overlay work which had been scheduled for 2016
for Bealaha on the N67, but couldn’t proceed because watermain rehabilitation works which had been planned by Irish Water didn’t go ahead, is to proceed shortly in association with the
rehabilitation works – Irish Water has appointed a contractor to
carry out the amalgamated works and confirmation of a start
date on the ground is awaited.
•
To reflect the enhanced Roads allocations this year, a
recruitment programme to facilitate the employment of 12 additional outdoor staff is presently ongoing.

PUBLIC LIGHTING

Flood Relief Schemes:
Arising from previous extreme flood events, including those
of the 2015/16 Winter period, the Council has been pursuing
feasible solutions in a number of areas with a view to minimisation of risk in the event that situations of a similar nature occur again. Among the locations under consideration
are Springfield, Milltown Malbay, Ballyvaughan, Murtyclough
(near New Quay), Kilkee and Clarecastle – the up to date position in relation to each is as follows:

The key priorities from a public lighting point of view include
complete changeover to LED technology, achievement of the
2020 Carbon footprint reduction target and replacement of supporting infrastructure where required. Present indications are
that financial arrangements are likely to be put in place to facilitate Local Authorities in upgrading to LED technology which in
turn would support very significant energy savings. The aspiration is that this upgrading would be achieved on a cost neutral
basis, but over the coming years the Council will have to find
significant additional funding to cover the cost of replacement
of other infrastructure such as defective columns, ducting, etc
– which will be significant and much of this work needs to be
undertaken urgently – a presently ongoing review of the strategy is considering whether it may be feasible to include replacement of the infrastructure most in need of attention as part of
the changeover to LED. It is likely that, for the purpose of LED
retrofitting, the country will be divided into 3 regions with the
Southern region, which would probably include Clare, being the
first to go to tender – possibly within 12 to 18 months.
For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options
available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults:
• Internet: Direct reporting on our website – www.airtricitysolutions.com
• Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions Call Centre – 1850 372 772
• Local Authority Identification – via www.clarecoco.ie.

•
Springfield, Clonlara:
Following completion of a
technical, environmental and economic appraisal, the formal
Planning is expected to commence in the coming weeks – to
be completed in September and to be followed by tender and
construction. Pending confirmation of required approvals and
availability of funding, construction should get underway during
the 4th quarter of 2018 – a 4 to 6 month construction period is
envisaged. The funding for Springfield was confirmed in the
OPW CFRAMS announcement on May 3rd.
•
Milltown Malbay: The project consultant is well advanced at present and the formal planning process is ongoing
- approval anticipated by June 2018. A Section 50 application
is being prepared at present. Pending approvals, the tender
process should get underway by mid-Summer to be followed by
a 6 month construction period.
•
Ballyvaughan: Following a hydrological assessment in
relation to the problems experienced in Ballyvaughan, a prospective solution has been identified. The formal planning
process should commence in a number of weeks from now with
approval anticipated by September 2018. Pending funding approval, the tender process should get underway by November
to be followed by a 4 month construction period.
Continued next page ----->

11

11

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Flood Relief Schemes (cont’d):

•
Murtyclough: Due to significant environmental designations and sensitivities, the formal planning process has to be
conducted by An Bord Pleannala. The formal planning process has commenced and approval is anticipated by September 2018.
Pending funding approval, the tender process should get underway by October to be followed by a 4-6 month construction period.
•
Kilkee: Tender documents are being prepared to facilitate the appointment of a consultant to develop the preferred
option identified via CFRAMS – the first step being to confirm the technical, environmental and economic viability of the proposal.
The funding for Kilkee was confirmed in the OPW CFRAMS announcement on May 3rd.
•
Clarecastle (Thomond Villas): This location is vulnerable to flooding during periods when high tides and ancillary sea
swells are manifest. A hydrological assessment has identified a potential solution which would have a positive BCR. A consultant
is now to be engaged to facilitate detailed design and preparation of a formal planning application (procurement process ongoing)
– following which, pending confirmation of Planning Approval, an application for funding will be submitted to the OPW.

STORM DAMAGE (Jan/Feb 2014)

The following table sets out the current position in relation to Strengthening and significant Remediation projects:
PROJECT

CURRENT SITUATION

Cloughaninchy

A planning application for a Minor flood and coastal defence scheme has been submitted and is to be
included in the May Agenda for Council consideration.

New Quay/Aughinish

The Feasibility Study has been completed by the consultants and submitted to the OPW for its consideration.

Doolin

The Feasibility Study is completed and has been submitted to the OPW for its consideration.

Liscannor Bay

Feasibiliity Study completed and submitted to the OPW –response currently awaited.

Lahinch South

Consultants design work ongoing. The formal planning process (Part VIII) concluded in May of 2017.
The ancillary Foreshore Licence Application process is ongoing and an outcome is awaited. This coastal
strengthening project will proceed as soon as possible after the Foreshore Lease is confirmed.

Whitestrand (Miltown) The OPW has advised that, if approved, this project would be dealt with under the Minor Works Programme – following recent meeting with the OPW, clarifications are presently being prepared in relation to some relatively minor issues.
Quilty

The OPW has responded in relation to the Councils submission and has expressed significant reservations about some aspects of the study, the proposed solution and its prospective cost. The project
consultants are now reappraising the report in this context following a meeting with the OPW.

Spanish Point

The OPW has advised that, if approved, this project will be dealt with under the Minor Works Programme – the planning process will get underway shortly.

Kilbaha

Feasibility Study completed and submitted to the OPW – BCR in relation to proposed solution is positive – awaiting outcome from OPW.

Atlantic Coastline/IFA

The environmental issues around Lough Donnell remain sensitive and the Environmental Consultants
have determined that the preparation of a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) is required to progress the
issue. An NPWS report in relation to this coastal lagoon is awaited – this should bring clarity in terms
of the next step to be taken in relation to this issue.

Estuary Coastline/IFA

An embankment repair works contract in relation to 10 sites is continuing – in the Kildysart area.

•
Cumulative expenditure to date is in excess of €16.2 million.
•
The sum remaining to be spent in relation to the coastal damage repair programme is €2.8 million. The programme is
substantially completed with the exception of the extension of the already completed Promenade revetment project in a Southerly
direction at the back of Lahinch village – refer to details in above table.
•
Separately, the strategy pertaining to coastal strengthening proposals is ongoing – as per details set out in the above table.

CAPITAL PROJECTS
The following is the up-to-date position in relation to a no. of strategic projects which are at various stages of development.
• Killaloe By-Pass – It is expected that the construction of the entire project will go to tender in 2019 and the envisaged completion
date would be circa late 2022. Liaison is continuing to take place
with property owners and acquisitions of the required lands is the
current key objective – this is progressing well and the number of
property acquisition which are being agreed is increasing monthly.
An allocation of €6,500,000 is included in the 2018 Schedule of
Road Grants to facilitate continuation of this stage of the project.

Ancillary to this, a new consultant to facilitate the remaining stages
of the project is presently being appointed – the detailed design
will get underway within a matter of weeks and the project, in its
entirety, is to go to tender in 2019.
• Doolin Pier and Village – Following a meeting in December between representatives of the Doolin community and the West Clare
MD Councillors it was concluded that a further submission from
that community would be welcome – the submission was received
by the Council and is being considered at present. The Council
hopes to be in a position to submit formal planning proposals in
relation to the development of a new accommodation building,
parking and other ancillary facilities at Doolin Pier over the coming
months.

Continued next page ----->
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

CAPITAL PROJECTS (cont’d)

MAIN STREET

• Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – Due to the prospective change in the scope of the overall project, a detailed Project
Appraisal is now being carried out and should be completed within a
matter of weeks – this stage of the project is running a little behind
schedule due to the necessity for protracted liaison with some third
party agencies who are required to feed into the process. Preliminary Design work will follow on immediately from this with a view
to completion in draft format during the summer. The Preliminary
Design phase facilitates the design of the new road within the route
corridor which is now reflected in both the Clare and Limerick Development Plans. The design process will take account of, in so far
as is feasible, local concerns by locating the road as appropriately as
possible within the corridor and by incorporating whatever mitigating measures are required to ensure that any adverse environmental or other impacts which may evolve are negated.
• Blakes Corner – The Part VIII Planning application was formally
approved by the Council at the April meeting. A steering meeting
is to take place over the coming days to decide on next steps to be
taken and the strategies to be adapted in relation to same.
TIE INTO EXISTING

WATER SERVICES
Water Services reform and other issues:
Nationally, an agreement has been tabled for the operation and
roll out of the Hand Held Units and this is being considered by the
various stakeholders. Other Transformation Projects including the
Leakage Management System, Planned Maintenance, the Lab Strategy and the National Telemetry System continue to be progressed
through Steering Groups and Capital programmes.
Asset Transfer
Work in relation to Asset Transfer is ongoing with 122 assets currently transferred to Irish Water and 3 more are with the PRAI (Property
Registration Authority of Ireland) awaiting clarifications. A further
8 are now ready for transfer with an additional 3 with the National
Special Projects Office (NSPO)
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• N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme - Preliminary Design work
is reaching a conclusion and Ennis MD Councillors were briefed
some time ago regarding the preferred route proposal. There has
been consultation with effected property owners and further survey
and assessment is ongoing. Ennis MD Councillors will be briefed
before the Planning process for the project gets underway circa July
of this year.
• N19 Shannon Airport Access Road – Transport Infrastructure Ireland has confirmed its support for this project and its willingness to
allow it progress through initial stages of development – appraisal,
feasibility and so on. A topographical survey of the site was completed late last year and a Geophysical Investigation Contract is getting underway. A review meeting is to take place over the coming
days.
• Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – Final approval to proceed to
construction has been confirmed by the OPW. Liaison with the approved contractor is ongoing in preparation for commencement of
works on the ground. The project will be completed in 2020.
• West Clare Railway Greenway – One to one consultation has
taken place with potentially impacted property owners and at this
stage approximately 60% have been engaged with. The process of
identification of the most appropriate route and associated deliberations with land owners is, by its nature, time consuming and will
be followed by the preparation of a briefing document to facilitate
liaison with the Department of Transport regarding a strategic approach to be adapted in relation to the development of the overall
project – almost 50km of cycleway along the route (in so far as is
feasible) of the West Clare Railway.
• Shannon Embankments - The presently ongoing process of investigation and assessment of the Shannon Town and Airport Embankments is substantially completed. It is envisaged that the
consultant’s report, complete with recommendations regarding a
remediation approach (if found to be required) will be completed
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• In April work associated with the Disinfection Project on the commissioning of various sites on the Disinfection Project continued. A
meeting was held with Senior Staff in Irish Water in an effort to expedite completion of the project.
• No major outages to report for the month.
• The Find & Fix project continued with ongoing assistance from the
Water Conservation team in Miltown Malbay, Shannon and Scarriff.
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Wastewater
Work is progressing well on the new ESB sub-station for Kilkee
pumping station. The pumping station continues to be powered by a
generator until the switch over to the new ESB substation.
Capital projects
• Mott MacDonald has been appointed as Consulting Engineers for
the 2017-2021 Capital Investment Programme (CIP) in County Clare
following a tender process.
• The 2017-2021 CIP currently incorporates three agglomerations
in Clare (Shannon, Ennistymon & Newmarket on Fergus) as well as
continuation of wastewater treatment upgrades at Quin and Kilfenora. Lahinch WWTP has now also been included for improvement works. An interim upgrade for Shannon WwTP, which is in addition to the CIP, is currently being progressed to tender stage.
• Untreated agglomerations (UTAS) are Major Capital Projects in
addition to the CIP 2017-2021. These involve 5 Clare towns and villages with less than adequate wastewater treatment facilities – Ballyvaughan, Clarecastle, Kilkee, Kilrush & Liscannor. RPS consulting
engineers have been appointed by IW and the project commenced
with a review of the Gate 1 studies and the submission of the Design
Inception Report. Pre-planning meetings with Clare County Council Planning Department have concluded and the detailed design
has advanced significantly. Scheduled briefing sessions for elected
members and public open evenings are being planned for the near
future.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
WATER PROJECTS
Rockmount WTP

Irish Water has approved funding for the following works in relation to Rockmount WTP:
•
Purchase land and construct a pumping station north of Milltown Malbay.
•
Decommission the existing Rockmount WTP.
•
Construct new 1,000 cubic meter reservoir on the site of the decommissioned WTP.
•
Linkage to existing countywide SCADA, consistent with Irish Water Specifications.
•
Water Mains Upgrade for approx. 5.5km between Miltown Malbay and Mullagh.
Guerin&Considine ltd have been appointed and we are waiting on a commencement date to be confirmed.
Survey Work at the Reservoir is continuing. The Asbestos survey of the existing WTP has been completed
and this report will form part of the Planning Application.

Networks Portfolio

Works on the Networks Portfolio will include establishment of District Metering Area’s and a countywide
Find & Fix leak programme, the first report has been received for the Shannon Industrial Area highlighting a number of leaks and damaged infrastructure. Works to repair these issues will commence week
beginning 9th April. The mains upgrade in Newmarket on Fergus commenced 23rd April 2018.

Water Treatment
Plant Upgrades

Old & New Doolough, Corofin and Ballymacraven WTP have been approved for upgrades. RPS has been
appointed as Consultants and site visits have taken place. Data gathering on the Project is ongoing.

Bealaha Mains
Replacement

1.5km of mains replacement; Healy-Rae Ltd from Kerry has been appointed Contractor to this project
and we are waiting on a commencement date.

WASTEWATER PROJECTS
Clare UTAS
• Ballyvaughan; • Clarecastle
• Kilkee; • Kilrush; Liscannor

RPS has been appointed as Consulting Engineers. A Design Inception Report has been submitted
and accepted by IW. The projects under UTAS are currently at detailed design stage.

Clare CIP 2017-2021
• Shannon WwTP; • Ennistymon WwTP; • Lahinch WwTP;
Newmarket on Fergus Outfall

Mott MacDonald has been appointed as Consulting Engineers and has commenced the Gate 1
studies. An interim upgrade Design Options Report has been submitted for Shannon WwTP which is
under review with IW. This is now advancing to tender stage.

Francis Street Pumpstation
Upgrade

The project will involve an upgrade of the four pumps in the storm overflow chamber and ancillary
works. Cantwell Electrical Engineering has been appointed Contractor to this project.

Kilfenora WWTP upgrade

A Design Review Report with a preferred treatment option has been submitted by the consultant
and is under review by Irish Water. Third part surveys are nearing completion and the reports will
be submitted to the Consultants as they are completed. The CoA application has been submitted to
the EPA. The Planning Application for the project is well advanced.

Quin WWTP upgrade

Site investigations and third party surveys have been completed. The detailed design process is well
advanced.

Flow Monitoring Project

Snagging of this project is ongoing. O&M Manuals have been received.

NCAP – National Certificate of
Authorisation Programme

This Programme will review all EPA Certified Wastewater plants with a P.E. of less than 500 and
their impact on receiving waters. Ballycannon Meelick and Kilmihil WWTP’s in Co. Clare have been
included in the first round of assessments. RPS has been appointed as Consultants to this project
and has issued reports for the Clare WWTP’s.

Satellite Dewatering Centres

Clareabbey WWTP has been assessed as a potential satellite dewatering centre for the purpose of
treating imported sludge from surrounding WWTP’s. Jacobs Tobin have been appointed Consultants
on this project and issued their report week ending 20th April.

IWSS – Inlet Works, Storm &
Sludge

This programme aims to assess WWTP for upgrade works in three areas – Inlet Screen Works,
Storm Capacity and Sludge Handling. J.B. Barry Consultants have been appointed and data gathering has commenced for three sites in Clare – Miltown Malbay WWTP, Inagh WWTP and Kilmihil.

RURAL WATER PROGRAMME:
• Further to the publication of the Department on Housing, Planning and Local Government Rural Water Programme interim allocation in late January, Clare County Council have requested Group
Water Schemes to submit grant applications currently. Water conservation and upgrade works have recently been completed on Corbally Danganbrack and Woodpark Cappaduff GWS’s. Clare County
Council have also approved upgrade works for Fanore GWS, Castlequarter GWS and Killone GWS and the Rural Water team are working with further schemes in terms of proposed upgrade works and
the tender process involved with same.

• Whilst no schemes have been taken in charge by Irish Water in
the month of April, Clarefield Termon GWS was submitted for consideration in early April and the rural water team are assisting a
number of other schemes in terms of taking in charge applications.
Clare County Council in conjunction with Galway, Mayo, Donegal,
Sligo and Roscommon County Council shall form a working group
with Irish Water and the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government with a view to formulating a taking in charge process for orphan GWS’s with a meeting to take place in early May.
• The Rural Water Team continues to work with schemes to ensure
their members have a robust and sustainable quality and quantity
supply of water available to them.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
CLARE COUNTY FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE
The following are the notable activities in the Fire & Building Control Section for the month of April.
Recruit Course with 10 students (4 from Clare, 2 Offaly, 1 Leitrim, 1 Mayo and 2 Limerick) from 9th to 27th April 2018 – all candidates were
successful.

Fire & Building Control Section (Main Activities)

APR 2018

YEAR TO DATE

Number of Emergency Calls Attended

59

282

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received

5

28

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted

10

36

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated

0

0

Number of Disability Access Certificates Received

4

23

Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted

6

23

Number of Commencement Notices Received

29

136

Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints

1

9
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ENVIRONMENT
Waste Regulation and Management
• Inspections of facilities in accordance with the Council’s agreed 2018
RMCEI plan (Recommended Minimum Criteria for Environmental Inspection, submitted to the EPA on an annual basis) are progressing well
and are in line with scheduled planned inspections for the year.
Waste Enforcement
• Progress on the policing and prosecution of illegal waste activity
throughout the County remained steady for the month of April. The
Anti Dumping initiative 2018 will commence shortly.
• The campaign to promote dog owner responsibilities commenced
during April with community wardens and enforcement team staff focussing on Lahinch. The enforcement team is promoting a two pronged
approach, enforcement under the Litter Pollution Acts by community
wardens and education and awareness raising through implementation of the Green Dog Walker project. There was positive feedback
from dog owners and businesses alike and regular monitoring is now
in place. There will be a focus on Kilkee in May.
• Direct prosecution under the Waste Management Act 1996 (As
amended) of individuals who are caught dumping illegally remains ongoing. Legal action has been taken against three individuals in April
with further similar action planned for the month of May.
• The ‘mattress amnesty’ day is planned to take place on 26 May at the
Central Waste Management facility in Inagh. The purpose of this day is
to make disposal of a mattress free of charge, subject to certain criteria. Mattresses are regularly dumped illegally throughout the county.

• Community groups that are in receipt of the 2018 grant scheme
include Community Development Groups; Tidy Towns Groups, Family
Resource Centres, Men’s Shed groups, Schools. The range of projects
includes Clarecastle Going Green 2018 Waste Prevention Project,
Make Kilkee Plastic Free Project, Burren Geopark Reusable Cup Project
(#LoveYourCup), Scariff Reusable Cup Project (#LoveYourCup), Greening of the Clare Garden Festival, Bottle for Life project as well as upcycling and furniture restoration workshops.
Education and Awareness Secondary School Competition
• There is a strong support from Clare County Council at the Clare
Garden Festival this year. Clare Garden Festival received a Clare County
Council Waste Prevention Grant Scheme 2018 to assist with the development of their Green Festival Programme. Grant money went
towards provision of Recycling Station signage, compostables and an
upcycling workshop. EPA Stop Food Waste had a Composting Demo
site to teach householders about prevention of food waste and home
composting. There was also an Environmental Education and Awareness Stall at this event promoting:
1)
Green Dog Walkers
2)
Waste Prevention including Food Waste Prevention
3)
New Recycling List
4)
Greener Cleaning Greener Gardening

Capital projects
• Jada Projects Ltd is onsite and progressing well with the upgrade and
extension of the public toilets / amenity building in Spanish Point. Temporary toilets are available to the public for the duration of the works.
Gardening Section:
• Spring planting has been beautifully maintained by the Gardening
Section around Ennis town. Summer flowers are being maintained in
preparation for outdoor planting.
Civic Amenity Sites:
• The National Spring Clean & Clean Coast Schemes have been ongoing which has resulted in increased usage of Civic Amenity Centres.
Bring Banks
• Additional bring banks have been placed at Blue Flag Beaches around
the County in preparation for the summer season.
• Broadford Bring Bank Site is to be re-located a short distance away
from the existing site. There is some preparatory work required as a
result and the bring banks should be in the new location during May.

Water Safety
• 45 Beach lifeguards were pool tested and interviewed during April
and the summer lifeguard panel is now in place.
Energy
• The summary findings of the Energy Management System across
Clare County Council buildings to date are:

Item

Comment

Energy
Management
System

•
The Energy Management Policy is
on display
•
A Stage 2 audit of the energy
management system was conducted in
January 2018 by Certification Europe.
•
Energy Consumption data has
been prepared and submitted to the annual statutory reports under SI 426.

Energy Costs

Energy Costs in the first quarter of 2018
are 11.5% below the first quarter of 2017.
The reduction in energy costs is mainly
attributable to the benefit centralised
energy tariff negotiations, and energy efficiency upgrades in public lights and large
buildings.

Energy
Consumption

The reduction in cost is masking a smaller
reduction of 2.5%. The main reason for the
increases has occurred in the provision of
increased public lights, and building heating due to cold winter.

Energy
Performance

Clare County Council has achieved an
increase in energy performance of 12.5%
towards the required 33% by 2020

Master Composter Training Programme

• Waste Prevention Grants of almost €26,000 were awarded to 25
voluntary community projects throughout the County. This grant is
funded by the Environment Section of Clare County Council as part of
their Waste Prevention Programme for the County (Ref: Action Policy
B.1.2 and B.2. of the Southern Region Waste Management Plan 20152021). This scheme aims to support communities to develop community led projects on waste prevention, re-use and repair activities,
including workshops, in their local areas, and encourage partnership
between local businesses, local schools, charities, community and voluntary groups.
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THE MONTH IN PICTURES
APRIL 2018

Dick Cronin, Clare County Council Conservation Officer (left) and
Deputy Mayor of Clare Councillor Pat Burke (centre) participated
in the launch of “Cliffs of Moher & The O’Brien Legacy”, a new
publication by the Follies Trust on the contribution of the O’Brien
family to the wider Liscannor area including the Cliffs of Moher.

The Mayor of Ennis led a delegation to Phoenix to participate in a
programme of events marking the 30th anniversary of the twinning link between the Clare County and Arizona State Capitals.
Cllr Paul Murphy was joined by Ennis MD members and staff, and
members of the Ennis Phoenix Twinning Committee in Arizona.

Clare County Council recently hosted a meeting of the Atlantic Economic Corridor Taskforce Enterprise Subgroup. The concept aims
to contribute to effective regional development by creating sufficient scale along the west of Ireland to match other regions – and
particularly the East coast – in attracting Irish and multinational investment, growing jobs and supporting vibrant local communities.

Clare County Council staff attended a function at Dublin
Castle hosted by Taoiseach Leo Varadkar honouring the
contribution of local authority staff to the emergency
efforts during Storm Ophelia and Storm Emma.

West Clare MD members Councillors Bill Chambers, Richard
Nagle, Michel Hillery and PJ Kelly with Mayor of Clare Councillor
Cllr Tom McNamara, Mayor of Clare, and Pat Dowling, Chief
Tom McNamara and Director of Phyiscal Development Carmel
Executive, hosted a visit to Áras Contae an Chláir in Ennis by Mr
Kirby at an information session hosted by Rural Development
Richard Andrews, the Australian Ambassador to Ireland. The
for students of St Michael’s Community College, Kilmihil, in the Ambassador was accompanied by Pat Breen T.D., Minister for Trade,
Council Chamber at Áras Contae ah Chláir.
Employment, Business, EU Digital Single Market and Data Protection.
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