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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Staff of the Council attended the Housing Conference on the 17th and 18th May, the message was all about targets and delivery
for 2018. In this regard the Council are renewing a call for proposals for delivery of Housing units with particular emphasis on
developments and/or development potential in the Ennis area.
HOUSING
Social Housing demand continues to grow and the provision of accommodation through a variety of mechanisms remains the highest
priority for Clare County Council. May also saw an additional staff
appointment to the housing technical team Jude Walsh commencing as Technician Grade 1.
The number of people presenting to Homeless Services in Clare remains high with 26 presentations recorded for the month of April.
The homeless figures for April indicate full occupancy of 13 beds at
Laurel Lodge and on 30th April there was also 55 adults and 41 dependents in emergency accommodation. The council is continuing
to work with agencies to provide accommodation and deliver appropriate services for homeless persons in County Clare including
the development of a Homeless Action Team office and dedicated
supported accommodation.
Our objective to provide homes for households on the council’s waiting list is achieved as follows:
•
Acquisitions
During the month of May, 7 no. sales were agreed; contracts were
signed for 8 dwellings and sales closed for 3 properties. The purchase
of 24 properties have been agreed to date in 2018. The number of
houses being acquired is reducing as a high level of demand now
pertains for all properties coming onto the market for sale. However
the Council will continue with this programme while value exists.
•
Incentivised Schemes
The Council invites you to register properties known to be vacant on
the vacant homes website www.vacanthomes.ie, for this the Council
can target the return of the housing unit through acquisition, Buy
and Renew and/or Repair and Lease (RLS) schemes. The premise of
these schemes is to address vacancy and return units to occupancy
in a timely fashion.
New Rebuilding Ireland Affordable Loan
•
There is a high level of interest in The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan.
To date 29 no. applications have been received and 120 enquiries
made. It offers a fixed rate for credit worthy low to middle income
first time buyers with a view to making home ownership more affordable. The three interest rates being offered, which are exclusive
of Mortgage Protection Insurance, are:
2% fixed for up to 25 years;
2.25% fixed for up to 30 years
2.30% variable for up to 30 years
These fixed rates will provide greater affordability and certainty in
terms of repayments for borrowers. It is expected there will be a
good take-up on this loan type.
Rental and Leasing
•
CCC is actively seeking to increase the supply of housing stock
through these channels to meet the housing demand. Currently applicants’ housing need is being met as follows:
- Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) = 378
- Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) = 1248
- Short term leasing = 107
- Long term leasing =152
- Approved Housing Body lease arrangement = 135
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•

Capital – Housing Construction

Hereunder is the status of capital housing projects:

Project

Units Status

Quilty

18

Planning was granted at the May
Council meeting.

Feakle

13

The scheme is currently being
prepared for tender launch.

Clonlara

9

The tender is complete and the
tender report is being prepared
for the Stage 4 Department approval.

Roslevan Ennis

8

Planning was granted at the May
Council meeting.

•

Housing Refurbishment and Maintenance

The management and turnaround of our housing stock to minimise
voids is continuously assessed and hereunder is the activity:
* This figure does not include properties which have become vacant
Period

No. of
No. of voids
voids/casual returned to
vacancies
stock

May

33*

11

No. of
properties
undergoing
refurbishment
80

Average
vacancy
period
(days)
112

No. of
maintenance
calls
290

after 1st May nor does it include acquisitions and long-term voids.
•

Grants

Total Grants issued in May for Housing Adaptation, Housing Aid and
Mobility Aid grants:

Grant type

No. issued in
March 2018

Value of
works

Housing Adaptation
Grant for People with
a Disability

11

208,500

Housing Aid for Older
People

6

31,525

Mobility Aids Grant

14

64,214

Applications issued in
March 2018

31

304,239

Applicant priority is assessed on medical, compassionate and waiting time criteria.
Letters of referral and support from HSE medical professionals is
required for applications to receive immediate funding. CCC is constantly reviewing applications on the waiting list under the three
grant schemes and prioritising them for approval.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

SPORTS & RECREATION

•
Atlantic Youth Project
The First Transnational Atlantic Youth Project was a tremendous
success – ‘a true European “Classe de mer” dedicated to inclusion’ as quoted by François Arbellot (Technical coordinator of the
Atlantic Youth Project). From the start of the week (May 28th),
109 students and 25 accompanying adults were involved every day – collectively they were able to discover together many
maritime riches, an Ireland that most of them did not know, as
well as other cultures and languages. It was obvious that the
students were motivated to learn, open to the others, supportive, and willing to develop friendship relationships. During this
beautiful week, the accompaniers, teachers and partners could
communicate with each other, work together, and develop relations of friendship and solidarity.

•
National Play Day and National Recreation Week 2018
14 Applications have been received from Community Groups
and submitted for funding to host the free events. The theme is
‘Celebrating 25 years of a child’s right to play’. National Play Day
(Sunday 1st July 2018) and National Recreation Week will begin
on 2nd July 2018.
The Design Team are currently working on finalising the
•
design and layout of the new Changing Rooms at Tim Smyth Park
and Active Kilrush Sports Complex
•
Tim Smith Park - Ennis Tidy Towns have sponsored the
installation of (i) Plinths with Leaf Etching Plates in front of the
new trees at TSP, and (ii) 2 new Recycling Bins in TSP.

Cultural Services – Library, Arts, Museum, Archives
CLARE COUNTY LIBRARY
•
2018 is Bliain na Gaeilge, a celebration of 125 years of
Revival/Athbheochan 1893-1918. Clare County Library will display a series of bilingual stands in branch libraries throughout
the year to commemorate it. This month the exhibition travelled
to Kilrush library. Meanwhile, in Killaloe library a conversational
Irish group got together for chat as Gaeilge, company and a cuppa.
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The annual Bealtaine Festival takes place every May. It
•
is a national celebration of arts and creativity as we age. In Kilrush library a ‘Drama for Fun’ workshop took place, sponsored
by the Clare Arts Office. In Shannon library an art exhibition titled ‘The Brushstrokes’ by a group of local artists held a show
of the work they have produced. ‘Naming the Stars’ was the
chosen book for the Bealtaine Book Club. It will be discussed by
library staff on the Clare FM book review slot on 30th May.
The PolskaÉire Festival is a nationwide celebration in
•
May/June of Irish-Polish friendship and culture. An exhibition organised by the Polish community in Ennis is currently on display
in Ennis Library.

Participation in the national “Work Matters” initiative
•
included a session on ‘Successful Interview Skills’ training with
Jennifer Laudat-Smith took place in Shannon Library. A talk on
Climate Change was held at Scariff Library. ‘Cool Planet’ champion, Anne Harrington, gave an interactive presentation on what
climate change means for Ireland and discussed how everyone
can learn to create a cleaner, greener future. The Cool Planet
Experience is supported by the EPA.
•
An art exhibition called ‘Momoiro’ by Deirdre Carr was
displayed at Scariff Library in association with Mountshannon
Arts Festival. A coderdojo class now meet weekly in Miltown
Malbay library. The group are talking part in the ‘Coolest Projects’
competition which takes place at the RDS. Their theme is ‘Save
the Sea’ in relation to plastic in our oceans. They are making a
website and are also making computer games. The library offers
free WiFi access to the group to facilitate their project.
•
Other regular library activities continued in May – films,
storytime, book clubs and Clare FM book slot. The library newsletter ‘Speaking Volumes’, the Summer edition, has been published and distributed throughout the county. Clare Library submitted entries in 2 categories of Excellence in Local Government
awards competition.
•
To coincide with the refurbishment and re-opening of
Kilrush Library a new collection of children’s fiction, non-fiction
and picture books was added to the bookstock. This is in keeping with Clare Library’s collection development policy which includes the refreshment of all collections of children’s and adult
books on a rolling, branch by branch basis.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Clare County Library (cont’d)

•
The successful applicants of the Creative Ireland Public
Grants Scheme were notified during May, events will take place
up to November 2018. Preparations are underway for Cruinniú
na nÓg, a Creative Ireland initiative in June. Creative Ireland
initiatives are continuing under the auspices of the Clare County
Council Cultural Team including library creative writing workshops, glór arts for schools programme (GASP), Rural Development’s Cultural Companions and Children’s Poetry Workshops.

•
Six Riches of Clare concerts took place, five in association with Fleadh Nua.
•
3 exhibitions took place in Ennis, Scariff and Kilkee.
•
Working with the Older Age Development Officer, the
Cultural Companions Scheme was launched in glór in tandem
with our annual Bealtaine Tea Dance and a screening of Lakeside stories.
•
The Clare participants in the traditional singing Songs
for Our Children project performed in Doora NS.
•
Three proposals for the IBAL sculpture commission for
Ennis were shortlisted for further development.
•
The First Friday artist talk took place in glór.

CLARE MUSEUM

CLARE ARTS OFFICE
•
A new artists studio facility was officially opened in
Ennis by Orlaith McBride, Arts Council Director called the EASI
studios, they are located at Tobertascain. The annual Embrace
exhibition was launched in glór featuring the work and performances of over 300 people with disabilities throughout Clare.

•
Education workshops during the month focused on
changes in technology and attracted 169 pupils from five different schools in Ennis, Shannon and Querrin.
•
The cataloguing of a collection of Clare Embroidery,
the only one of its kind and donated to Clare Museum in 2017,
was completed during the month and is now ready to be promoted as a resource locally in the coming weeks. A total of 999
items have been catalogued so far this year; 2,400 items has
now been accessioned to the museum collection.
•
A book on the life of Dr Brendan O’Regan was published during the month and features a number of references
to, and photographs of, the exhibition on Brendan O’Regan produced by Clare Museum in 2007. A recent Clare FM competition to find the Greatest Clare Person was won by Dr Brendan
O’Regan. A plaque was presented to his family and this will be
donated for posterity to the museum.

ARCHIVES

•
The first production of the WRAP audio visual fund saw
a week’s film shooting in Kilkee.
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•
The digitisation of the County Council Minute books
is 100% complete up to 2014. The digitisation of Rural District
Council Minute Books has begun and has 12% of books digitised.
•
Acquisitions: The Brooks Collection is to be ingested
into the Archives Repository on 31st May.
•
Work is progressing on the Ennis Urban Authority Collection to develop a catalogue of the collection.
•
Records Management: The archivist is working with
various sections to identify files that may be disposed of, files
which are deemed unnecessary for administrative, legal and fiscal purposes according to the NRPLAR and also bearing GDPR
in mind. The Human Resources and Environment Section have
been working with the Archives Section to identify files eligible
for destruction this month and good progress has been made
within these sections. Finance also has been reviewing its files
in order to identify files which may be destroyed. Disposal Certificates have been issued to Human Resources, Corporate Services, the Library Service and Finance this month.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
AILG Conference
Town & Village Renewal Scheme

Pictured are Clare JPC member Chief Supt John Kerin, Leonard
Cleary, Director of Service, Cllr Mary Howard who spoke at the
recent AILG Conference. Also pictured is Mr. Liam Kenny, AILG.

West Clare Municipal District welcome
for Irish Open announcement

Pictured at O’Connell Square, Ennis discussing the Town & Village
Renewal Grant Scheme are members of the Working Group for The
Action Plan for Rural Ireland with David Bennett (second from left)
and Michael Neylon, Rural Development Directorate, Clare County
Council (third from left).

The Rural Development Directorate of Clare County Council
is inviting expressions of interest from new and established
business and community groups across Clare in relation to the
Town and Village Renewal Scheme 2018, an initiative under
the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development ‘Realising our Rural Potential’.
Funded by the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and
Gaeltacht Affairs, the primary aim of the €15m scheme is to enhance and develop towns and villages socially, economically and
culturally. The scheme will be made available locally through
Clare County Council to support rural regeneration.
The scheme will enable local business and community groups
to fund projects that can support rural regeneration and help
to boost economic activity in Clare’s towns and villages. This
funding supports the work of Clare Rural Development Forum
in delivering on its Strategy for Rural Clare. Full involvement by
community interests and business interests will be an essential
feature of successful projects in 2018.
All expressions of interest received during the coming weeks will
be assessed by Clare County Council following which up to 12 eligible projects can be selected and submitted to the Department
of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs for final
project selection in July. Successful projects will be expected to
commence by year end and be completed by the end of 2019.

The announcement by the European Tour that Lahinch Golf
Club is to host the 2019 Dubai Duty Free Irish Open has been
welcomed by Clare County Council and An Garda Síochána.
The Irish Open is a “prestige event” for sport in Ireland. It will
deliver a significant boost to the local economy and will showcase County Clare to an international audience. The event
that will provide a unique opportunity to showcase Clare as
an excellent golfing and tourism destination.
Pat Dowling, Chief Executive, said, “I want to congratulate the
President and Club Captain of Lahinch Golf Club on what is a
landmark achievement in the 126-year history of the club. We
look forward to welcoming thousands of people to the county
for an event that will provide a unique opportunity to showcase Clare as an excellent golfing and tourism destination.”
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
May 2018 Actions: Monthly Management Report for the June Meeting of Clare County Council.

Feakle Digital Hub Open Day

Burren Geopark – New European Culture Route

Clare County Council has opened its Digital hub facility in Feakle.
This modern facility is located in the refurbished creamery building (beside Smyths Shop) and is available to all members of the
community who have a requirement for high speed broadband
connectivity and associated facilities.
It provides Hot-desks and Meeting Facilities which is serviced by
hi-speed wifi connectivity for individuals, local community members, entrepreneurs, E- Workers, commuters and visitors etc. who
would like to avail of a modern working space for one or more
days or for shorter/ medium term use. With this option Clare Co
Council hope to address the needs of those who have a requirement for such a facility or can work remotely. The facilities can
also be used by groups etc.
The open day was held on Friday 1st June between 4pm – 7 pm
where members of the public called in, viewed the facilities and
discussed with staff its uses and operation. Further information
is also available from calling 065-6846336 or by logging on to
www.digiclare.ie.

The Burren and Cliffs of Moher UNESCO Global Geopark has
been included in a new cultural route launching across Europe. The European Atlantic Geotourism Route celebrates
outstanding geological landscapes and has been created
to support the development of Geotourism in a number
of dramatically stunning landscapes in the European Atlantic Area. The destinations span the Atlantic frontier from
Ireland and the UK, to France, Portugal, Spain and over to
the Atlantic islands of Lanzarote and the Azores. Local artists Phillip Morrison, Sara Foust, Kay Maahs, Patsy Fisks and
Mary Fahy will be visiting the centres during this time to
draw and paint the landscape while interacting with the
public.
As a Geopark, the Burren is very much part of a global community that shares knowledge and expertise on heritage
management and sustainable development. The inclusion
of the Geopark in this new cultural route launching across
Europe will further enhance local efforts to better preserve,
manage and promote our protected landscapes and local
heritage. The European Atlantic Geotourism Route is cofunded by the EU Interreg Atlantic Area programme and
Clare County Council. The 30 month project aims to forge
new tourism links along a defined Atlantic route through
highlighting the common interests and heritage of the destinations along the route.

Delegation to Minister of
Employment & Social Protection

Rural Development Forum

In October 2017 a delegation from the Council led by the Cathaoirleach met with Minister Regina Doherty, Minister for Employment
and Social Protection to discuss issues and blockages with social and
employment schemes. The delegation presented a paper to the Minister outlining the problems with the current scheme.

Mr. Ken Jordan, Principal Officer, Department of Rural & Community
Development pictured at the recent Clare Rural Development Forum
with Cllr. Christy Curtin, Cllr Johnny Flynn, Leonard Cleary, Director of
Service, and Cllr Pat Hayes.
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The Minister invited the delegation to a follow up meeting on 2 May
2018 to provide an update on progress and to advise of further proposals. Since the meeting in October JobPath participants are now eligible for Community Employment, Tús and the Rural Social Scheme.
The Minister advised she is proposing to consolidate Tús and the Rural
Social Scheme and to develop a pilot Social Inclusion Scheme which
would be similar to the Rural Social Scheme but with relaxed timelines.
The delegation indicated to the Minister the Council’s interest in implementing the pilot and a further meeting is to be arranged.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Four Clare communities to show Pride of Place on national stage
The communities of Spanish Point, Kilkishen, Shannon and Quin
will represent County Clare in the 2018 IPB Pride of Place Competition.

nity Group, which prides itself in its tourism industry and historic
background. Spanish Point Community Group was set up in 2015 to
enhance the village for the benefit of all the community and visitors
alike. Five leisure walks with 5 stones seats and information leaflets
have been designed and named. Six pieces of exercise equipment
(two for people with special needs) are being installed at the seafront. A memorial stone picnic table was built to commemorate the
wrecking of the Kelp ship in January 1916. Three Entrance stones
have been placed at each entrance to the village with an engraved
galleon and relevant history information displayed on each. A Famine Memorial Garden was designed in memory of all young boys
and girls who died in the Atlantic Hotel (a famine workhouse) A
Beach Clean Up and a General Clean Up are carried out each year.
A Spanish Beach Barbeque is held each summer. Their project for
2018 is to install a galleon themed playcentre, two swings and a
roundabout. The community group helped with refurbishment
plans for the seafront facilities.

Clare County Council’s Rural Development Directorate has nominated the four communities to take part in the annual all-island
competition, which is run in association with Co-operation Ireland
and local authorities North and South and aims to recognise and
celebrate the vital contributions that communities make to society
along with generating awareness, respect and inclusion for every
facet of society.
Clare will be represented in (Population Category 3 – between
1,000 to 2,000) by Quin Village Tidy Towns which is established
over 20 years and works collaboratively with multi-stakeholders,
including Clare County Council, the National Monument Service,
Inland Fisheries Ireland, the OPW, Quin NS, Active Retired, Men’s
Shed, ICA, landowners, local businesses and the local community
to sustain and improve the village. Quin Village Tidy Towns has
identified the covered river walkway adjacent to Quin Abbey as a
potential significant amenity that would, once uncovered enhance
our pride of place and provide a significant new community amenity for the local and visiting communities.

Their project for 2018 is to install a galleon themed playcentre, two
swings and a roundabout. The community group helped with refurbishment plans for the seafront facilities.
Meanwhile, the Castle Bog Walk project in Kilkishen features in the
‘Community Wellbeing Initiative’ category. The successful restoration of the derelict Church of Ireland building in Kilkishen resulted
in renewed focus on the natural riches of the locality. Grant aid
enabled the community to resurface an ancient bog road which
had become neglected in recent years. Kilmurry Men’s Shed provided seats, wildlife boxes and signage for this walk.
Judging for Pride of Place 2018 takes place between June and August with winners, runners up and special award recipients receiving a trophy and a small monetary prize at the annual Pride of Place
awards ceremony in Cork City Hall on 17 November 2018.

Promoting a Healthy Clare
Community groups and voluntary organisations were invited to
submit funding applications for projects that will improve health
and well-being in County Clare.
Coordinated nationally by the Department of Health, the 2018
Healthy Ireland Fund is being administered locally by Clare County
Council, Clare Local Community Development Committee (LCDC)
and the Clare Children and Young People’s Services Committee
(CYPSC).

The County will be represented in (Population Category 5 – Population over 5,000) by Shannon Town in recognition of its many leisure, sporting, social and educational facilities built by an active,
vibrant and engaged community. Shannon Leisure Centre is community owned and managed and has completed a major extension
in recent years. Wolfe Tones GAA Club has a floodlit astro turf and
a refurbished and extended club house. 3 Soccer clubs and St. Senans RFC all have their own pitches. Coiste Comoradh Éirí Amach
1916-2016 commissioned and erected 3 stone statues outside the
Library to commemorate the 1916 Rising. Dúchas na Sionna, Shannon Tidy Towns and Men’s Shed Group are collaborating to restore,
preserve and enhance Hastings Farmhouse. A community garden
has been created in the surrounding area with trees, raised vegetable beds and a polytunnel which is used for horticultural training
for young adults. This activity is linked to the upgraded River Loop
Walk, the ongoing development of the Wetlands and the Town
Park to deliver enhanced and accessible leisure, learning and historic amenities in Shannon.

The primary aim of the Healthy Ireland Fund is to support innovative, cross-sectoral, evidence-based projects and initiatives that
support the implementation of key national policies in areas such
as obesity, smoking, alcohol, physical activity and sexual health.
The key priority areas identified for funding under the scheme include child and youth wellbeing; parenting supports and learning;
and youth engagement, participation and connectedness. The minimum grant for each action is €5,000 and all actions must be completed by 3 March 2019.
Proposed actions must be aligned to the Clare Local Economic and
Community Plan www.clarecoco.ie/community/LECP and Healthy
Ireland, A Framework for Improved Health and Wellbeing 20132025 and other government policies and strategies such as Better
Outcomes Brighter Futures, National Physical Activity Plan, The National Sexual Health Strategy, Tobacco Free Ireland and the Obesity
Policy and Action Plan.

Spanish Point is included in the Islands & Coastal Communities Category of the competition in recognition of the vibrant and industrious local community spearheaded by the Spanish Point Commu-
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Economic Development

completing the works and the estates team are continuing to monitor progress on these estates.
• The estates team are preparing tender packs for a remedial
works programme on a number of estates for which bond monies
have been paid over. The focus will be on priority remedial works
that will enable the estate to be completed to a standard required
for taking in charge.

Atlantic Economic Corridor

Forward Planning
• The Planning Department are currently undertaking a pilot study
of 6 no. large and small villages for housing potential and public
realm enhancement works which is an objective of the Clare County Development Plan 2017-2023. Broadford, Whitegate, Mullagh,
Flagmount, Cooraclare and Carrigaholt are being reviewed. Initial
public consultations took place in Broadford (18 April 2018), Whitegate (23 April 2018), Flagmount (26 April 2018), Cooraclare (2 May
2018), Mullagh (10 May 2018) and Carraigaholt (14 May 2018). The
next step in the process consists of analysing the information gathered through the public consultation process and an appraisal of
the public realm in order to formulate individual recommendations
for each of the villages. The Planning Department will be liaising
with our colleagues across the Local authority to assist.
• The Planning Department, as an additional initiative, is incentivising a Village Paint Scheme to each of the six villages that form
part of this study for 2018 and details have been circulated to persons living in the villages in this regard. It is anticipated that this
will have an immediate impact on the amenity of the settlements
and assist with the existing work undertaken by the Tidy Towns and
community groups.
• The Planning Department also proposes to arrange and fund the
carrying out of Site Suitability Waste Water Treatment Assessments
to stimulate potential residential development on appropriately
zoned residentially or low density residentially zoned lands in the
villages study that are not served by a public sewer. It is intended
that contact will be made with the relevant land owners directly in
relation to this in the near future.

The objective of the Atlantic Economic Corridor (AEC) concept is to
identify and connect the economic hubs, clusters and catchments
of the region to attract investment, support job creation and contribute to an improved quality of life for those who live there. Initial training was provided to local authorities on the methodology
to be used for identification of enterprise space in one pilot town
in each of the 10 coastal counties on the western sea¬board. As
some work has already been done for the town of Ennis, this will
be continued and will tie in with the work to be commenced on the
Ennis 2040 Economic and Spatial Plan.

Property Management
• An application was lodged under Part VIII for refurbishment
works to the building acquired in the Quin Road Business Park in
order to develop a modern Civil Defence Headquarters, enterprise
space and area for records management & storage.
• Meetings have been held with LIT to assist them in developing
options to provide additional space in order to expand their delivery of third level courses in Ennis.
• Work is progressing on the identification of a suitable site for
the relocation of the allotments in Shannon. It is intended that
a report on the options will be presented to the members of the
Shannon Municipal District in the coming month.
• A grazing agreement has been entered into for the 2018 grazing
season for Holy Island and sheep have been moved on to the island
on 1 June. The arrangements will be closely monitored during the
summer to ensure that it is working well and that the monuments
on the island are safeguarded.

Conservation, Archaeology & Built Heritage
• The Architectural Conservation Officer (ACO) attended and facilitated the following meetings:
- Coastal protection works at Quilty; Met with applicants and
builders with regard to Built Heritage Investment Scheme and
Structures at Risk Fund grants; CLDC Leader regarding conservation projects; Planning applications regarding Protected Structures
and Architectural Conservation Areas (ACA); Repairs to traditional
buildings; and Shannon Heritage regarding Knappogue and Bunratty Castles.
• The Architectural Conservation Officer also monitored groundworks at Noughaval medieval church, Kilfenora, prior to major repair works being carried out by Clare County Council.
• Permission was granted by the National Monuments Service to
undertake works to Ballysheen and Kilfiddane medieval churches.
• The Department of Culture, Heritage & the Gaeltacht hosted a
workshop on 29 May on conservation grants to improve the administration and operation of both the Structures at Risk Fund (SRF)
and Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS).

Development Management
• 109 planning applications (including 36 one off houses) were received by Clare County Council during the month of May bringing
the total no. received to date for 2018 to 451.
• 26 pre-planning applications were received during the month of
May bringing the total received to date for 2018 to 131.

Planning Enforcement
• 15 complaints were received, 21 warning letters were issued, 6
enforcement notices were served, 16 files were closed during May.

Taking In Charge

Heritage

• 4 estates were taken in charge during the month of May including Bruachlán-Grianán (Westbury) and Aishling in Ennis bringing
the number taken in charge to date this year to 14. The taking in
charge procedure has been initiated in respect of 6 other developments while a further 8 estates are to be advertised at the end of
the month.
• Work is ongoing on 6 other estates where the bondholder is

The Heritage Officer was involved in the following during May:
• Consulted on, attended public meetings and commented on the
draft input to the White-tailed Sea Eagle Development Plan which
contains feasibility and development of socio-economic benefits
around wildlife viewing at Mountshannon and Lough Derg;
•
Led a walk for the Skills Network Group to O’Sullivan Park
and made a presentation to the Ennis Active Retirement Group.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Stories from the Landscape
- The European Dimension

•
National Enterprise Awards: LEO Clare client and 2018
Clare Enterprise Award Winner Hannah Wrixon and Gillian Wrixon
Rijke, Get the Shifts, won Best Start up Business Award at the Final
National Enterprise Awards the Gala Awards Event which was held
on May 24th in Mansion House, Dublin. The award was presented by Minister for Trade, Employment, Business, EU Digital Single
Market and Data Protection, Pat Breen T.D. Also in attendance was
Mayor of Clare Tom McNamara, Liam Conneally, Director of Economic Development, Clare County Council, and Padraic McElwee
and Sinead Dixon of Local Enterprise Office Clare.

In celebration of the European Year of Cultural Heritage, Galway
Film Centre in partnership with Galway County Council and Clare
County Council along with support from the Heritage Council of
Ireland were delighted to launch ‘Stories from the Landscape - The
European Dimension’ with filmmaker Paul Murphy. ‘Stories from
the Landscape - The European Dimension’ will involve the production of two short documentaries on the theme of landscape and
will document aspects of our built and natural heritage across Europe, in both Ireland and Austria.
Student Enterprise Awards: Students from St. Caimin’s
•
Community School in Shannon won an award at the Student Enterprise Programme National Finals in Croke Park, organised by the
Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) for secondary schools. The students
won Best Display in the Senior Category and were presented with
their awards on stage by the Minister for Trade, Employment, Business, EU Digital Single Market and Data Protection, Pat Breen T.D.
and Sheelagh Daly of the Local Enterprise Offices.

The Clare film will focus on the traditions of transhumance; the action or practice of moving livestock from one grazing ground to another in a seasonal cycle, typically to lowlands in winter and highlands in summer, though in the Burren the reverse is the case. The
film will document the work of the Burrenbeo group based in the
unique region of the Burren in County Clare and the Burren Winterage Festival that celebrates this ancient transhumance tradition
that is key to the survival of the region’s famous flora and fauna.
The film will also document the transhumance between the Ötztal
valley and Senales Valley in South Tyrol, one of the longest-standing and largest movement of sheep in the entire Alpine region.

Ennis Public Realm Projects
The final design reports for the Barrack St/Barrack Square and
the Enhancement of the Laneways and Bow-ways in Ennis public
realm projects were signed off on and will be published shortly.

• Retail Excellence Conference: Clare Co Co hosted a stand promoting Ennis as a destination for new retailers looking to expand
their operations to new locations. What Ennis has to offer was well
received with a number of retailers willing to engage and consider
establishing outlets in Ennis which will enhance our retail offering.

EMPLOYMENT & LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE

• Irelands Friendliest Town: Clare Co Co through Ennis MD have
nominated 10 retail stores from Ennis to defend our title as Irelands Friendliest Town.
• BOI Enterprise Towns Awards: Clare Co Co have nominated 4
towns, Ennis, Ennistymon, Shannon and Scariff/Tuamgraney to enter this awards scheme sponsored by Bank of Ireland. Last year’s
Regional winners Kilrush received tremendous benefit from participating in the competition and hopefully this will be replicated in
this year’s nominated towns.

•
Training: LEO Clare hosted six different training courses
across the county in May, attended by 92 clients. Key programmes
included A Simple Guide for SMEs to Get Ready for GDPR, Primary
Course in Food Safety and Start your own business programme.
•
Future Training Programmes: Leo Clare have announced
their Training and Development Programme for June to December
2018 in which we will run at least 28 different programmes across
the county which will cater for over 450 participants. This number
is due to rise as more programmes are due to be announced in the
coming weeks.
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FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES

FINANCE

•
During the month of May the staff Mentoring Scheme
was initiated. There are 26 staff involved in this pilot project.
Mountaineer John Burke outlined his experience and challenges at the launch of the scheme. John vividly walked the group
through his experience climbing Everest, the preparation he
had done, challenges he faced and techniques he used to overcome these. He drew parallels with the mentoring programme
and how mentees can set their own goals, be guided by their
mentors, the need for reevaluation, eliminating the ‘uncontrollables’ and the power of self-confidence in achieving your
goals.

Revenue Account Expenditure & Income
by Division with 2018 Adopted Budget
Div

A

Housing and Building

B

Road Transport & Safety

C

Water Services

D

Development
Management

E

Environmental Services

F

Recreation and Amenity

G

Agriculture, Education,
Health & Welfare

H

Actual
Expenditure
March 2018

Budget
Expenditure
2018

%
Spent

€'000

€'000

%

Miscellaneous Services

LG Local Property Tax/
General Purpose Grant
RA Rates

Actual
Budget
% Rec'd
Income
Income 2018
March 2018
€'000

€'000

%

4,438

16,759

26%

3,965

15,617

25%

5,315

27,092

20%

2,072

18,459

11%

2,884

11,869

24%

2,745

11,353

24%

3,644

17,395

21%

1,713

9,942

17%

3,438

14,607

24%

508

2,199

23%

2,426

9,791

25%

309

1,262

25%

202

879

23%

108

435

25%

3,241

12,880

25%

878

2,787

31%
25%

Total of All Divisions
25,587

111,271

0%

1,613

6,451

0%

0

0

0%

0%

10,691

42,766

25%

23%

24,604

111,271

22%

•
Expenditure in quarter 1 amounted to €25.6m which
represented 23% of the annual adopted budget or circa €2.2m
less than the prorated budget of €27.8m. Income was €24.6m
for the quarter which was €3.2m less than the prorated income
budget for the quarter.
•
Deficit arose as a result of increased expenditure in
Housing Maintenance and increased net expenditure in Road
Transport and Safety due to a higher level of activity in own resource spending than in grant spending therefore leading to a
larger variance between income and expenditure in the period.
It is expected that this trend will reverse in quarters 2 and 3.
Commercial Rates Customers Payment
•
The collection percentage year to date for Commercial Rates to May 2018 stands at 28%, 2% less than the corresponding period for 2017.
Div

Division

Opening
Expenditure
Balance at 1
to end
Jan 2018
March 2018
€'000
€'000

Income to
end March
2018
€'000

Housing & Building

2,053

6,028

5,636

1,661

B

Road Transport & Safety

2,058

972

393

1,480

C

Water Services

D

Development Management

E

Environmental Services

9

18

0

(10)

8,851

830

1,176

9,198

909

280

261

890
2,393

F

Recreation & Amenity

2,615

237

15

G

Agriculture, Education, Health & Welfare 19

13

0

6

H

Miscellaneous Services

4,041

101

17

3,957

20,556

8,479

7,498

19,575

Total

Corporate Services

Balance at
31 March
2018
€'000

A

A number of competitions are currently underway in•
cluding: Financial Accountant (1 year), Archivist, with other
competitions currently being finalised.
During May, 493 staff members attended 12 training
•
sessions. 6 sessions related to Cyber Security Awareness with
341 staff in attendance. Other courses provided included: CSCS
Location of Underground Services, ‘Signing, Lighting & Guarding’, Electrical Awareness, Site Dumper, Ride-on Roller and the
A-Z in Local Government (Transportation).

•
The following tender opportunities have been published during May 2018:

Capital Account Expenditure & Income by Division
The overall expenditure on capital account during the
•
first quarter of 2018 was circa €8.5m. The main expenditure
was on Local Authority House acquisitions and in Road Transport and Safety. Income in the period amounted to €7.5m.

Human Resources

Tender Description

Deadline
Date

Remedial Works at Ballyalla Grove

11.05.18

Bank Place Bridge Remedial Works

30.05.18

Repair Works for Inagh Bridge

30.05.18

Remedial Works at Sli an Fheargais

01.06.18

Pavement Overlay Scheme 2018

12.06.18

•
Clare County Council staff assisted the County Registrar’s Office in holding the Eighth Amendment Referendum
count at Treacys Oakwood Hotel, Shannon.

Gold standard in ‘Excellence Through People’ award
•
In April this year the National Standards Association
of Ireland (NSAI) visited Clare County Council and carried out a
3-day assessment of our management practices across the organisation from a Human Resources perspective. During the assessment process our policies, procedures and practices were
reviewed and 48 staff were interviewed from a broad spectrum
of locations and positions. In May we received notification that
Clare County Council has retained its award for the fourth year
running and has achieved the highest ‘Gold’ standard.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

•
TII’s allocation of core grants for 2018 amounts to a total of €2.07 million for Clare Co Council while the DTTaS grants
amount to a total of €23.537 million and represent a significant
increase over 2017. The most notable features include increases of between 15 and 20% in respect of the key Improvement
and Surface Dressing grants, almost €450,000 to cater for road
drainage requirements (a new grant category) which has in turn
been topped up by a contribution of €300,000 from this year’s
enhanced IPB Dividend and €1.25 million to facilitate completion
of the Latoon Bridge project. Following on from the approval of
the SMDW by all 4 MD’s in March, the works programme is gaining momentum throughout the county with the Roads Surface
Dressing programme well advanced. The major remediation

contract at Latoon Bridge has progressed through a very intensive programme – it is on schedule and substantially completed.
It reopened to traffic on 25th May, 2018. Minor works are outstanding.
•
The Council has submitted an application for a CIS allocation (€10,000,000 available Nationally) – based on applications
which have been submitted by approximately 40 communities
around the county. A response is awaited from the Department.
•
The Council has been allocated a sum of €482,000 for
LIS schemes for this year and the schedule of 13 schemes which
was submitted to the Department of Rural and Community Development on foot of same has been approved. Works have commenced on the 2018 LIS programme with all works scheduled for
completion by end of July. A secondary schedule of 22 schemes
has also been submitted in anticipation of potential further LIS
allocations later in the year – if approved, a total additional grant
allocation of approximately €890,000 would be forthcoming.
•
The overlay work for Bealaha on the N67 has been included in an Irish Water contract for watermain rehabilitation.
A contractor has been appointed by Irish Water to carry out the
amalgamated works. Confirmation of a start date on the ground
is awaited.
•
To reflect the enhanced Roads allocations this year, a
recruitment programme to facilitate the employment of 12 additional outdoor staff is completed.

PUBLIC LIGHTING

Flood Relief Schemes:

The key priorities from a public lighting point of view include
complete changeover to LED technology, achievement of the
2020 Carbon footprint reduction target and replacement of supporting infrastructure where required. Present indications are
that financial arrangements are likely to be put in place to facilitate Local Authorities in upgrading to LED technology which in
turn would support very significant energy savings. The aspiration is that this upgrading would be achieved on a cost neutral
basis, but over the coming years the Council will have to find
significant additional funding to cover the cost of replacement
of other infrastructure including defective columns, ducting,
upgrade of lanterns in estates that are to be taken in charge.
This will be significant and much of this work needs to be undertaken urgently – a current review of the strategy is considering
whether it may be feasible to include replacement of the infrastructure most in need of attention as part of the changeover to
LED.
It is likely that, for the purpose of LED retrofitting, the
country will be divided into 3 regions with the Southern region,
which would probably include Clare, being the first to go to tender – possibly within 12 to 18 months.
For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options
available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults:
• Internet: www.airtricitysolutions.com
• Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions Call Centre – 1850 372 772
• Local Authority Identification – via www.clarecoco.ie.

Arising from previous extreme flood events, including those
of the 2015/16 Winter period, the Council has been pursuing
feasible solutions in a number of areas with a view to minimisation of risk in the event that situations of a similar nature occur again. Among the locations under consideration
are Springfield, Miltown Malbay, Ballyvaughan, Murtyclough
(near New Quay), Kilkee and Clarecastle – the up to date position in relation to each is as follows:
•
Springfield, Clonlara: The funding for Springfield was
confirmed in the OPW CFRAMS announcement on May 3rd. A
part 8 planning Application is about to be submitted.
•
Milltown Malbay: The project consultant is well advanced at present and the formal planning process is ongoing
- approval anticipated by July 2018. A Section 50 application is
being prepared at present. This involved more flood modelling
than initially considered necessary. Pending approvals, the tender process should get underway by Summer to be followed by
a 6 month construction period.
•
Ballyvaughan: The environmental issues at this location has resulted in additional works being required. These works
are ongoing and a formal planning process should commence
shortly with approval anticipated by October 2018. Pending
funding approval, the tender process should get underway by
November to be followed by a 4 month construction period.
•
Murtyclough: The formal planning process has commenced and approval is anticipated by September 2018. Pending funding approval, the tender process should get underway
by October to be followed by a 4-6 month construction period.
•
Kilkee: The funding for Kilkee was confirmed in the
OPW CFRAMS announcement on May 3rd. The Office of Public Works will contact Clare County Council with regard to this
project and the other CFRAMS projects shortly.
Continued next page ----->
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Flood Relief Schemes (cont’d):

•
Clarecastle (Thomond Villas): Following a tender process a consultant has been identified and a letter of intent has issued. The contract will be to facilitate detailed design and preparation of a formal planning application following which, pending
confirmation of Planning Approval, an application for funding will be submitted to the OPW.

STORM DAMAGE (Jan/Feb 2014)

The following table sets out the current position in relation to Strengthening and significant Remediation projects:
PROJECT

CURRENT SITUATION

Cloughaninchy

A Part 8 Planning application for a Minor flood and coastal defence scheme was passed at the May
monthly meeting of Clare County Council. Detailed design is nearing completion and an application to
the Office of Public Works for funding will follow.

New Quay/Aughinish

The Feasibility Study has been completed by the consultants and submitted to the OPW for its consideration.

Doolin

The Feasibility Study is completed and has been submitted to the OPW for its consideration.

Liscannor Bay

Feasibility Study completed and submitted to the OPW –response currently awaited.

Lahinch South

This coastal strengthening project will proceed as soon as possible after the Foreshore Lease is confirmed.

Whitestrand (Miltown) Clarifications are presently being prepared in relation to some relatively minor issues to be followed by
a minor works application.
Quilty

The project consultants are now reappraising the report in this following a meeting with the OPW.
This work will take another two months before the preferred solutions will be identified.

Spanish Point

Minor Works Scheme application being prepared at present.

Kilbaha

Feasibility Study completed and submitted to the OPW.

Atlantic Coastline/IFA

The environmental issues around Lough Donnell remain sensitive and the Environmental Consultants
have determined that the preparation of a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) is required to progress the
issue. An NPWS report in relation to this coastal lagoon is awaited – this should bring clarity in terms
of the next step to be taken in relation to this issue.

Estuary Coastline/IFA

An embankment repair works contract in relation to 10 sites is near completion – in the Kildysart area.
Works at a number of sites at Leadmore and Carrownacalla Kilrush are currently being designed.

•
Cumulative expenditure to date is in excess of €16.2 million.
•
The sum remaining to be spent in relation to the coastal damage repair programme is €2.8 million. The programme is
substantially completed with the exception of the extension of the already completed Promenade revetment project in a Southerly
direction at the back of Lahinch village – refer to details in above table.
•
Separately, the strategy pertaining to coastal strengthening proposals is ongoing – as per details set out in the above table.

CAPITAL PROJECTS
Members will be aware of the Management Team’s recent decision to set up a Project Management Office to manage and
deliver a number of priority Capital Projects. Aligned to this will
be the introduction of new systems and processes which will
set out a more formal project management structure in order
to streamline the delivery of capital projects and ensure compliance with the various statutory and best practice codes and
guidelines in this regard.
A lot has happened in this area over the past month. Of significant note was the launch of the Flood Risk Management Plans
(FRMPs) under the CFRAMs process that has been ongoing
over the past 6 years. Following the adoption of the Plans by
the Commissioners of Public Works and approval by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in April, the Plans were
formally launched by the Taoiseach and Minister for State for
the Office of Public Works & Flood Relief, Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran,
T.D. in early May 2018. Funding of €257 million was announced
for the first tranche of 50 schemes nationwide. This announcement included €5.54 million for 5 no. Clare Flood Relief

Schemes to proceed to detailed design and construction. These
include Kilkee (€3.2m), Springfield (€1.1m), Bunratty (€760k),
Killaloe (€310k) and Kilrush (€170k). In addition, a scheme at
Shannon is also included for under the ten year €1 billion investment programme and further consideration on the Feasibility
Study for this project is ongoing. The funding enables very significant flood relief works to be progressed, initially to detailed
design stage and then to the construction phase of the relevant
schemes. It should also be noted that areas outside of CFRAMs
will of course continue to be identified by Clare County Council
and funding sought under the OPW’s Minor Works Scheme.
An update on some of the main projects being worked on in the
past month is outlined below.
•
Killaloe Bridge and By-Pass – Work is ongoing in relation to the necessary land acquisitions required. Detailed design is the next phase of work required followed by going to
tender in 2019 with construction expected to be completed by
late 2022.
Continued next page ----->
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CAPITAL PROJECTS (cont’d)

MAIN STREET

•
Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – Project
appraisal is nearing completion which will be followed by the
preliminary design stage during the summer. The Preliminary
Design phase facilitates the design of the new road within the
route corridor which is now reflected in both the Clare and Limerick Development Plans.
•
Ennistymon Inner Relief Road & Bridge Crossing (Blakes
Corner) – Following approval of the Part VIII, work on this project
is continuing by the steering group led by Clare County Council
and including the TII and the Mid West Regional Design Office
(MWRDO). The next steps include Land Acquisition, detailed design and tender preparation.
TIE INTO EXISTING

Water & Wastewater operational – key points
The most significant individual operational items during May
were:Water
• Works continued on closing out outstanding items on the Disinfection Project on the commissioning of various sites.
• A series of watermain breaks on 24th and 25th in the Old
Doolough Network resulted in some outages in the Miltown
Malbay area and outages continued until Sunday 27th in some
elevated rural areas served from Rockmount Reservoir. The situation was exacerbated by leakage in an outlying Group Water
Supply Scheme which restricted resumption of service to customers on the extremities of the Network.
• The Find and Fix Team continued Leak Detection Operations
in Miltown Malbay and Tulla Rd. (Ennis) District Metering Areas.
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•
N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme – Survey work
and further assessment is ongoing.
•
N19 Shannon Airport Access Road – following good
work in the past number of weeks, the Project Appraisal Plan
has been submitted to Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) for
review and approval to move to the next stage of the process.
•
Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – Final approval to
proceed to construction has been confirmed by the OPW. However there are some contractual issues that need to be clarified
prior to the successful Tenderer commencing on site. Failure to
reach agreement on same may necessitate the re-tendering of
the project. The project is expected to be completed in 2020.
Shannon Embankments - The Members will be aware
•
that the Council has been leading a steering group of stakeholders, including the OPW and the Shannon Group. Following survey and assessment of the Shannon Town and Airport Embankments, the Consultants report outlining the condition and any
recommended actions required will be finalised in the coming
months.
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WATER SERVICES
Water Services reform and other issues:
Nationally, WRC recommendation in relation to the operation
and roll out of the Hand Held Units has been agreed and will be
implemented following clarification and guidance being issued.
Other Transformation Projects including the Leakage Management System, Planned Maintenance, the Lab Strategy and the
National Telemetry System continue to be progressed through
Steering Groups and Capital programmes.
Asset Transfer
Work in relation to Asset Transfer is ongoing with 131 assets
currently transferred to Irish Water and 2 more are with the
PRAI (Property Registration Authority of Ireland) awaiting clarifications. A further 8 No. assets are with the National Special
Projects Office (NSPO).
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Wastewater
Work is progressing well on the new ESB sub-station for Kilkee
pumping station. The ESB will be on site during the next couple
of weeks to fit out the sub station building. An additional generator is also on site to further safeguard the blue flag beach in the
event of any mechanical issues. There were no other significant
issues in waste water operations during May.
Capital projects
• Mott MacDonald has been appointed as Consulting Engineers
for the 2017-2021 Capital Investment Programme (CIP) in County Clare following a tender process.
• The 2017-2021 CIP currently incorporates 3 agglomerations
in Clare (Shannon, Ennistymon, Newmarket on Fergus) and continuation of wastewater treatment upgrades at Quin & Kilfenora.
Lahinch WWTP has also been approved for improvement works
as part of the 2017-2021 CIP. An interim upgrade for Shannon
WwTP, which is in addition to the CIP, is currently being progressed to tender stage.
• Untreated agglomerations (UTAS) are Major Capital Projects in
addition to the CIP 2017-2021. These involve 5 Clare towns and
villages with less than adequate wastewater treatment facilities – Ballyvaughan, Clarecastle, Kilkee, Kilrush & Liscannor. RPS
consulting engineers have been appointed by IW and the project
commenced with a review of the Gate 1 studies and the submission of the Design Inception Report. Pre-planning meetings with
Clare County Council Planning Department have concluded and
the detailed design has advanced significantly. Scheduled briefing sessions for elected members and public open evenings have
been completed for Clarecastle, Kilrush and Kilkee agglomerations.
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WATER PROJECTS
Rockmount WTP

Irish Water has approved funding for the following works in relation to Rockmount WTP:
•
Purchase land and construct a pumping station north of Milltown Malbay.
•
Decommission the existing Rockmount WTP.
•
Construct new 1,000 cubic meter reservoir on the site of the decommissioned WTP.
•
Linkage to existing countywide SCADA, consistent with Irish Water Specifications.
•
Water Mains Upgrade for approx. 5.5km between Miltown Malbay and Mullagh.
Guerin&Considine ltd have been appointed and we are waiting on a commencement date to be confirmed.
Survey Work at the Reservoir is continuing. The Asbestos survey of the existing WTP has been completed
and this report will form part of the Planning Application.

Networks Portfolio

Works on the Networks Portfolio will include establishment of District Metering Area’s and a countywide
Find & Fix leak programme, a number of reports have been received this month highlighting additional
leaks and damaged infrastructure. Works to repair these issues have been ongoing with positive results on
water loss being recorded. The mains upgrade in Newmarket on Fergus is continuing.

Water Treatment
Plant Upgrades

Old & New Doolough, Corofin and Ballymacraven WTP have been approved for upgrades. RPS has been appointed as Consultants and site visits have taken place. Data gathering on the Project is ongoing.A proposal
to upgrade Castlelake WTP is being prepared at the moment.

Bealaha Mains
Replacement

1.5km of mains replacement; Healy-Rae Ltd from Kerry has been appointed Contractor to this project a
road opening license has been applied for and we are waiting on a commencement date.

WASTEWATER PROJECTS
Clare UTAS
• Ballyvaughan; • Clarecastle
• Kilkee; • Kilrush; Liscannor

RPS has been appointed as Consulting Engineers. A Design Inception Report has been submitted and
accepted by IW. The projects under UTAS are currently at detailed design stage. Public information
sessions have commenced.

Clare CIP 2017-2021
• Shannon WwTP; • Ennistymon WwTP; • Lahinch WwTP;
Newmarket on Fergus Outfall

Mott MacDonald has been appointed as Consulting Engineers and has commenced the Gate 1 studies. An interim upgrade Design Options Report has been submitted for Shannon WwTP which is under
review with IW. This is now advancing to tender stage.

Francis Street Pumpstation
Upgrade

The project will involve an upgrade of the four pumps in the storm overflow chamber and ancillary
works. Cantwell Electrical Engineering has been appointed Contractor to this project. A recent meeting was held with the Contractor and a works schedule is to be issued in the next three weeks.

Kilfenora WWTP upgrade

A Design Review Report with a preferred treatment option has been submitted by the consultant and
is under review by Irish Water. Third part surveys are nearing completion with one ground investigation contract within the boundary of the existing plant to be carried out and a test program on the
existing rising main. The CoA application has been submitted to the EPA. The Planning Application for
the project is near completion.

Quin WWTP upgrade

This scheme is now officially out to Tender as it has been included in the ECI (Early Contractor Involvement) schemes.

Flow Monitoring Project

Snagging of this project is ongoing. O&M Manuals have been received.

NCAP – National Certificate of
Authorisation Programme

This Programme will review all EPA Certified Wastewater plants with a P.E. of less than 500 and their
impact on receiving waters. Ballycannon and Kilmihil WWTP’s have been included in the first round of
assessments. RPS has prepared Site Option Reports for both plants which are currently under review.

Satellite Dewatering Centres

Clareabbey WWTP has been assessed as a potential satellite dewatering centre for the purpose of
treating imported sludge from surrounding WWTP’s. Jacobs Tobin have issued their report which is
currently under consideration.

IWSS – Inlet Works, Storm &
Sludge

This programme aims to assess WWTP for upgrade works in three areas – Inlet Screen Works, Storm
Capacity and Sludge Handling. J.B. Barry Consultants have been appointed and data gathering has
commenced for three sites in Clare – Miltown Malbay WWTP, Inagh WWTP and Kilmihil.

RURAL WATER PROGRAMME:
• Works under the Department of Housing, Planning and Local
Government continued in May with upgrade works commencing on
Fanore GWS and imminent works on Castlequarter GWS and Killone GWS. Further schemes are also currently engaged in finalising
design prior to going to tender.
• No schemes were taken in charge by Irish Water in the month of
May, however Lakyle Capalaheen GWS and Corbally Danganbrack
GWS were submitted for consideration in May and the rural water
team are assisting further schemes with a view to the submission of
applications in the near future.

• Clare County Council in conjunction with Galway, Mayo, Donegal,
Sligo, Roscommon and Kerry County Councils met with Irish Water
and the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government in
Castlebar in early May to discuss a taking in charge process for orphan GWS’s. It was agreed to carry out pilot projects in each county
with Ballynote and Ballynote Extension being selected in Clare.
• The Rural Water Team continue to work with schemes to ensure
their members have a robust and sustainable quality and quantity
supply of water available to them.
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CLARE COUNTY FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE
The following are the notable activities in the Fire & Building
Control Section for the month of May.
•
Mayor of Clare, Councillor Tom McNamara, has officially presented Clare County Fire and Rescue Service with 166
sets of next generation fire kits for firefighters. The Fire Action
Matrix X-treme kits were acquired from Hunter Apparel Solutions Limited at a cost of €243,000 and represent the latest in a
number of positive developments for the local Fire Service.
Earlier this year, construction works began on upgrading and extending Kilkee Fire Station as part of a €661,000 investment in
modernising the facilities for Kilkee Fire Brigade. The Fire Service recently took delivery of high pressure lifting bags at a cost of
€66,000 to enhance the response to road based incidents. The
Fire Service is also awaiting final approval to order a new Class
B Fire Appliance costing €340,000 for expected delivery in 2019.

Mayor McNamara said: “The new protective clothing will continue to provide crews with the best protection they have ever
had at incidents. The high quality specification underlines Clare
County Fire and Rescue Service’s commitment to the safety of
its frontline crews and will provide greater protection to firefighters on the incident ground.”
Carmel Kirby, Director of Physical Development, commented,
“Clare County Council is committed to ensuring that its Fire
Service personnel are provided with Fire Kit that provides a high
standard of protection to the wearer, while also ensuring that
personnel can be easily visible, particularly at road-based incidents.”
“Following an extensive tender process, the choice of Hunter
Apparel Solutions Limited’s Fire Action Matrix X-treme Fire Kit
will provide the highest possible performance which exceeds
the current requirements of the standards,” stated Chief Fire Officer, Adrian Kelly. He continued, “As part of the procurement
process for the new fire kits, Fire and Rescue Service personnel
in Clare were involved in trialling the clothing for comfort and fit
across a range of role-related scenarios.”
Mr. Kelly said that direct exposure to flame and radiant heat is
among the greatest hazards that fire fighters face during turnouts. “Thermal insulation is key to staving off this effect and
providing those crucial seconds. The innovative material structure and new high tech intermediate layer of the Fire Action
Matrix X-treme delivers substantially greater protection and
comfort than required in the European Standard EN 469. Radiant heat is blocked almost entirely, even under prolonged exposure,” he added.
•
The Fire Service recently took delivery of high pressure lifting bags at a cost of €66,000 to enhance the Brigade’s
response to road based incidents.
•
New Wholetime Station Officer started in Ennis on
Monday 28th May 2018
•
Emergency Services Driver continues to be rolled out in
Clare County Fire & Rescue Service, with 10 Fire Service Personnel going through training in May & June 2018

Fire & Building Control Section (Main Activities)

MAY 2018

YEAR TO DATE

Number of Emergency Calls Attended
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated
Number of Disability Access Certificates Received
Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted
Number of Commencement Notices Received
Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints

77
8
8
1
6
4
37
2

359
36
44
1
29
27
173
11
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
ENVIRONMENT
Waste Enforcement
• The waste enforcement unit continues to police illegal waste
activity throughout the County. Illegal dumping is accounting
for just over 60% of all complaints received and abandoned vehicles now increasing to almost 10% of complaints received.
• Planning for the clean-up of sites is in progress as part of the
Department for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (DCCAE)
Anti-Dumping initiative 2018
• Issuing of fines to individuals under the Litter Pollution Act
1997 (as amended) remained steady for the month. A number
of cases are being prepared for legal action on fines that remain
outstanding. Direct prosecution under the Waste Management
Act 1996 (as amended) of individuals suspected of illegal dumping remain ongoing.
• Inspection of permitted and other facilities remains ongoing
and is currently on schedule with the inspection plan agreed
with the EPA.
• A mattress amnesty day was held on 26 May and proved to
be very successful with 650 mattresses being taken in free of
charge at the Central Waste Management facility in Ballyduffbeg. The initiative was supported by DCCAE and Southern Region Waste Management Office.

• In a continuation of the Council’s anti dog litter campaign the
Clare County Council Sminky Shorts clip promoting dog owner
responsibilities in relation to dog litter, commenced running in
all Ennis cinema screens from 11 May. It will run until the end
of June.

Capital Projects – beaches
• Jada Projects Ltd expects to complete the upgrade and extension of the public toilets and amenity building in Spanish Point
in June. Temporary toilets will remain in place until the works
are competed.
Blue Flag Award Ceremony
• At a ceremony on 21st May in Bray Co Wicklow An Taisce presented Clare Co Co with 9 Blue Flags and 3 Green Coast Flags.
Tom McNamara, Mayor of Clare, Cyril Feeney, Senior Engineer
and Clare McGrath, Water Safety Development Officer, attended on behalf of the Council.

• Blue Flag beach environmental and water safety awareness
sessions for schools commenced all Clare’s Blue Flag Beaches.
Sessions cover issues such as what it means to have a Blue Flag
beach, the importance of it to Co. Clare, the importance protecting biodiversity at the beach, the effects of littering and illegal dumping at the beach, the promotion of waste segregation
including the New Recycling List as well as the importance of
preventing waste. Students attending these sessions are taught
water safety at the Beach, on the Farm and on the waterways.
Each student receives an Irish Water Safety Land Paws 2 certificate. During May 160 students from 5 schools attended

Department of Communication, Climate Action and Environment (DCCAE) Anti Litter and Anti Graffiti Grant
• In May Clare County Council applied for and received a grant
allocation of €23k under this scheme. Projects approved by the
DCCAE include ‘Greener Clare’ anti-litter campaigns, a Kilkee
anti-graffiti project, promotion of the Green Dog Walker campaign and other awareness campaigns targeting litter and illegal
dumping which will be implemented in the lead up to Halloween and Christmas 2018 .
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Blue Flag Beach Postcard competition
• Schools across Clare were invited to participate in the 2018
Blue Flag Awareness Quiz, which was open to all children up to
13 years of age. There were five simple questions on a printed
postcard. Participation in this raised awareness of our Blue Flag
Beaches and the standards that need to be reached to retain
our nine Blue Flags. Approx 600 postcard entries were received.
There were eight winners, each receiving a €50 sports voucher
and an environmental awareness goodie bag.

Bottle Bank Stewart Scheme
• 7 community groups, to date have received grants of €500 to
maintain their bottlebanks and surrounding areas.
• Green Schools
Thirty one Clare schools were awarded the An Taisce Green
School Flags at an awards ceremony on the 22nd May 2018
at Galway Bay Hotel. This brings to 117 the number of schools
in Clare having receiving an Award. Doonbeg National School
and St Flannans College Ennis received a Green Flag for the first
time.
Water Safety - Lifeguard Provision
• 42 seasonal lifeguards received induction in May. Lifeguards
commence work on Co Clare Blue Flag beaches on Saturday 2nd
June, with cover for weekends during June.
Gardening Section
• Summer planting has commenced around Ennis town. Planting has been completed at Kincora Park (see photo attached),
Knox’s Bridge, The Clare Museum, Cloughleigh and Turnpike.

• The Gort Rd, Club Bridge, Maid of Erin Roundabout, Kilrush
Rd, Golf Links Road, Limerick Rd and the Tulla Rd will be planted
in early June.
Environmental Awareness Stand at Burren Slow Food Festival
• Information and material were provided to the organisers of
the Burren Slow food Festival held on the weekend of 11 May.
The Green Dog Walkers initiative, waste prevention including
Food Waste Prevention, new recycling list as well as Greener
Cleaning and Greener Gardening were all promoted at the
awareness stand. Waste segregation bins were supplied to the
festival to assist waste segregation at the festival.

Civic Amenity Sites
• The start of the Summer season has seen an increase in usage
of Civic Amenity Centres around the county. The dry weather
allowed for linemarking to be completed at Scarriff CAC which
was the final phase of the Traffic Management Improvement
Works required at this site. A new traffic barrier was installed at
Lisdeen Civic Amenity Centre.

Bring Banks & Textile Banks
• Bring Banks Team continued to work with local groups to ensure that all Bring Bank sites and Textile Banks are well maintained.
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THE MONTH IN PICTURES
MAY 2018

Clare County Council lifeguards commenced lifeguard cover at
Clare’s beaches during the June Bank Holiday Weekend. During
May, the lifeguards received a safety demonstration hosted by the
Irish Coast Guard at Active Ennis John O’Sullivan Park, Lees Road.

Tom Tiernan, Senior Engineer, Transportation, signed off on
his 38 year career in Local Government on 18th May with
a special function held in his honour in the foyer of Áras
Contae an Chláir.

Shannon hosted a visit to the town of a delegation from the Breton town of Guingamp. Guingamp has been twinned with Shannon Town for 24 years. Pictured is Cllr. Mike McKee, Cathaoirleach
of Shannon MD; Tom McNamara, Mayor of Clare; Philippe le Goff,
Mayor of Guingamp; and Peggy Corbel, Councillor, Guingamp.

Maeve Ryan (Executive Scientist, Environment) has taken
up a new position with the newly formed Regional Local
Authority Governance for the Water Framework Directive, based in Limerick. Maeve is pictured here receiving a
presentation from the staff of the Central Waste Management facility at Ballyduffbeg, Inagh.

Mayor of Zwiesel (Germany) F.X. Steininger pictured with
Mayor of Ennis Paul Murphy during a visit to Ennis. A delegation of officials from the lower Bavarian town visited the
Buttermarket Building in Ennis during May.

Mayor of Ennis, Cllr Paul Murphy; Carmel Kirby; Director
of Physical Development; and Clare McGrath, Clare Water
Safety Development Officer; raising the Green Coast Flag
over Ballyalla Lake. An Taisce has awarded Green Coast
Awards for the second year running to Bishops Quarter
(Ballyvaughan), Seafield (Quilty) and Ballyalla Lake.
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