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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Near the end of March the Social Directorate bid farewell to Liam Conneally and welcomed Anne Haugh as Director of Service
for the Directorate. In the midst the change the business of the Directorate continued at pace.
HOUSING
Social Housing demand continues to grow and the provision of accommodation through a variety of mechanisms remains the highest
priority for Clare County Council. March also saw additional staff
appointments to the housing technical team with Liam Brett commencing as Senior Executive Engineer, Niamh Madden and Caimin
Dillon as Executive Engineers and Morgan O’Shea as Executive Architect.
The number of people presenting to Homeless Services in Clare remains high with 46 presentations recorded for the month of February. The homeless figures for March indicate full occupancy of 13
beds at Laurel Lodge and at 16th. March there was 52 adults and 35
dependents in emergency accommodation. The council is continuing to work with agencies to provide accommodation and deliver
appropriate services for homeless persons in County Clare including
the development of a Homeless Action Team office and dedicated
supported accommodation.
Our objective to provide homes for households on the council’s
waiting list is achieved as follows:
•
Acquisitions
During the month of March 5 no. sales were agreed, contracts
were signed for 7 dwellings and sales closed for 4 properties. The
number of houses being acquired is reducing as a high level of demand now pertains for all properties coming onto the market for
sale. However the Council will continue with this programme while
value exists.
New Rebuilding Ireland Affordable Loan
•
There is a high level of interest in The Rebuilding Ireland Home
Loan. To date 18 applications have been received and 65 enquiries
made. It offers a fixed rate for credit worthy low to middle income
first time buyers with a view to making home ownership more affordable. The three interest rates being offered, which are exclusive
of Mortgage Protection Insurance, are:
- 2% fixed for up to 25 years;
- 2.25% fixed for up to 30 years
- 2.30% variable for up to 30 years
These fixed rates will provide greater affordability and certainty in
terms of repayments for borrowers. It is expected there will be a
good take-up on this loan type.
Vacant Homes Strategy
•
The Council has commenced work to bring into stock vacant homes
identified in the compilation of the Vacant Homes Strategy and the
initial focus is on Kilrush town which has a significant vacancy rate.
While much of this vacancy is of commercial property we are identifying the residential vacancies and working interdepartmentally
with Rural Development to establish the residential use and sourcing funding sources to return occupancy to these properties.
Incentivised Schemes
•
CCC is anticipating the Vacant Homes Strategy in conjunction with
the vacant homes website www.vacanthomes.ie will facilitate a
greater take up of both the Buy and Renew and Repair and Lease
(RLS) schemes to bring properties back to use. To date 6 properties
have been acquired under the Buy and Renew Scheme. While 8 applications have been received under the Repair and Lease Scheme,
none have been deemed eligible. This is largely due to restrictions
on the cost of repairs required to bring up to rented standards and
to the fact that the properties offered were not in areas of high de-
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mand and In this regard we would welcome enquiries or expressions of interest if anyone is aware of vacant properties in their locality.
Rental and Leasing
•
CCC is actively seeking to increase the supply of housing stock
through these channels to meet the housing demand. Currently applicants’ housing need is being met as follows:
- Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) = 378
- Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) = 1248
- Short term leasing = 107
- Long term leasing =152
- Approved Housing Body lease arrangement = 135
•
Capital – Housing Construction
Hereunder is the status of capital housing projects:

Project

Units Status

Quilty

18

This scheme is currently lodged for
Part VIII.

Feakle

13

The scheme is currently under
Stage 3 review (pre-tender by the
Department).

Clonlara

9

This scheme is currently being prepared for tender.

Roslevan Ennis

8

This scheme is lodged for Part VIII.

Ashline
Ennis

40

The traveller accommodation site is
now demolished. Tenders submitted for consultancy services are
currently under review.

•
Housing Refurbishment and Maintenance
The management and turnaround of our housing stock to minimise
voids is continuously assessed and hereunder is the activity:

* This figure does not include properties which have become vacant
after 1st April nor does it include acquisitions and long-term voids
Grants
•
Total Grants issued in March for Housing Adaptation, Housing Aid
and Mobility Aid grants:

Grant type

No. issued in
March 2018

Value of works

Housing Adaptation
Grant for People with
a Disability

3

35,370

Housing Aid for Older
People

54

237,540

Mobility Aids Grant

13

48,170

Applications issued in
March 2018

70

321,080

Applicant priority is assessed on medical, compassionate and waiting time criteria. Letters of referral and support from HSE medical professionals is required for applications to receive immediate
funding. CCC is constantly reviewing applications on the waiting list
under the three grant schemes and prioritising them for approval.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

SPORTS & RECREATION

•
The Atlantic Youth Project was launched on 29th March,
here in Ennis. A meeting of all the European Partners, hosted by
Tim Forde, Head of Sports & Recreation, took place in Clare County
Council offices and were attended by Mayor of Clare Tom McNamara, Chief Executive, Pat Dowling, and Director of Services, Liam
Conneally for a meet and greet. The Project’s objective is to encourage and develop the maritime culture of young Europeans, through
the practise of water sports and maritime education at school.
With partners in Spain, Portugal, France, UK and Ireland (Clare
County Council), the ‘Atlantic Youth Project’ will also contribute to
the implementation of the Atlantic Maritime Strategy, through the
development of a maritime culture among young people which in
turn will encourage the upcoming generation to consider Maritime
Sport/Recreation & Industry as a career path. Clare County Council,
during the lifetime of this project, will facilitate the involvement of
a significant number of our second level school children with opportunities to participate in water sports in our county whilst also participating in organised maritime education opportunities that this
EU project will pay for. We are hosting the first of three transnational events from 28 May-2 June 2018, which will see 109 secondary
school students from Spain, Portugal, France, UK and Ireland travel
to Co Clare and experience recreation and maritime industries.

•
As we know, funding of €82,000 had been granted from
the 2017 Sports Capital Programme for Dressing Room and Toilet
Facilities at Active Kilrush Sports Complex. Clare County Council,
through the Sports & Recreation Unit appealed this decision, as it
was felt the Department had misinterpreted an element of the application. This appeal has been successful and we have been awarded an additional €27,400 towards the project, which brings the total
funding now to €109,400.
With the funding (€10k) received under the Outdoor
•
Recreation Infrastructure Scheme towards a Fartlek Interval Training System at Active Ennis John O Sullivan Park, Lees Road, we
have completed the works and the facility will be officially opened
shortly. Fartlek, which means ‘speed play’ in Swedish, is a training
method that blends continuous training with interval training. The
system has been integrated into the existing woodland walks and
consists of three circuits of the following distances, 1,200m, 1,600m
and 3,400m. Each circuit offers three levels of difficulty, so there is a
range of choice for all training needs.
Active Ennis Leisure Complex has once again been award•
ed the White Flag Gold Standard Award by Ireland Active, an award
held since 2001. The Complex has also retained its Gold Standard
in Disability Services, continually achieved since its introduction in
2012.
Our relationship with Clare Sports Partnership has grown
•
in strength throughout the year. Proven by their nomination in the
Irish Sports Industry Awards, which shows our commitment to the
people of Clare and to setting the standard in becoming one of the
healthiest and most physically active counties in Ireland. We are
proud to be working closely with them in achieving this goal.
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Cultural Services – Library, Arts, Museum, Archives
CLARE COUNTY LIBRARY
•
County Library Project - The Part VIII was lodged in November 2017 and was on the agenda of the February Council meeting a month ahead of schedule. The Part VIII was passed at the
Council meeting and the design team were instructed to prepare
the Stage 3 Department approval submission (pre-tender approval).
The proposal which includes a new public library, art gallery and
local studies centre will be a major cultural addition to the facilities
available for the county. The design is currently being prepared for
pre tender approval led by Keith Williams Architects.

Kilrush Library has re-opened following refurbishment and
•
energy-saving works. It includes legislative upgrades relating to fire
safety and disability.
Library users in Kilkee now have a self-service option avail•
able to them. Self-Service machines allow customers to borrow, return or re-issue books to their account.
The ‘Healthy Ireland’ initiative continued throughout the
•
county. A talk on ‘Empowering Your Health with Herbal Medicines’
took place in Kilkee where local herbalist Vivienne Campbell gave an
overview of easy-to-recognise local plants, their nutritional benefits
and the remedies that can be made from them. In Shannon she presented ‘Herbal Medicine for the Family’. In Killaloe ‘Making Change
Happen with Hypnosis’ took place and Angus Levie discussed hypnosis myth and fact and examined some of the area where hypnosis is useful. A ‘Fitness4Fun’ exercise session for older adults took
place in Miltown Malbay with coach John Conroy. He showed new
ways for participants to remain physically active, no matter what
their age. A cookery demonstration on ‘Healthy Food for Fussy Eaters’ with Verette’s Kitchen was in Sixmilebridge library.
In Scariff library a talk ‘A Witness to History: East Germany
•
and the Cold War’ was delivered by Michael Meinicke. Michael,
born in Berlin in 1948, is an official contemporary witness of the
history of East/West Berlin and the German Democratic Republic
(GDR). As the author of critical poetry, he became a prisoner of conscience for two years in the German Democratic Republic. In 1978
he escaped from Berlin East to Berlin West in the boot of a car. From
1993-1997, he was director of the Berlin Environmental Library.
Family Learning Day was celebrated with a ‘Fun Science’
•
Family Workshop in Killaloe and Scariff libraries.
St Patrick’s Day-themed Storytime and Easter-themed
•
craft and story sessions took place around the county. ‘Fly like a
bird, swing through the jungle and tramp around a muddy farm’
– this energetic storytime for kids session was with Marian of the
Clare Local Sports Partnership.
For World Book Day artist Alan Shoosmith visited Ennis
•
and Corofin libraries to help children engage with stories through
art. Teachers and children were invited to dress up as their favourite
book characters on World Book Day.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Clare County Library (cont’d)

CLARE ARTS OFFICE

•
Creative Ireland - a grant aid scheme of €25,000 for
community funding was advertised in both the Clare Champion
and Clare People week of 26th March – €10,000 allows for funding under the Creative Ireland Pillars themes, €10,000 is for support to the European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018 and €5,000
is for the Decade of Centenaries. The closing date for applications is Friday, 13th April, 2018.

The IBAL (Irish Business against Litter) sculpture com•
mission for Ennis was announced and a site visit for artists was
held.

•
The Arts Act Grants were adopted at the March Council Meeting and applicants were informed of decisions.
•
Seven proposals were shortlisted for development
through the Gaining Ground public art programme.

Engineers Week is a festival of nationwide events that
•
ran from February to early March celebrating the world of engineering in Ireland. The film ‘Dream Big: Engineering Our World’
was shown in selected library branches. Invited audiences included Junior Cycle students from Post Primary Schools.

16 residencies were awarded under the Embrace Arts
•
and Disability programme of which 7 have commenced.
Bursaries were announced for the Tyrone Guthrie Cen•
tre, the Drama League of Ireland and the Irish Youth Choir.
3 exhibitions took place in Ennis, Scariff and Kilkee.
•
CLARE MUSEUM

Seachtain na Gaeilge events ran in all library branches.
•
Cartoonist and illustrator, Aidan Courtney facilitated workshops
through Irish discussing the many seanfhocail that we use in
Ireland and drawing corresponding pictures with children from
primary schools. Seamus Ryan brought his storytime mix of
tales, laughter and fun to junior classes in libraries where the
focus was on getting young children using the language and visiting libraries where there is a collection of Irish books for all
ages to borrow.

School visits continued in March.
•
A group from the Limerick and Clare Education Board
•
attended the museum for a workshop focused on the Clare Embroidery collection at the museum.
Cataloguing the collection continued and the museum
•
collection has increased by over 100 items so far in 2018.
•
Consultation with local education providers has begun
as part of the research for a new Strategic Plan for the museum
which will carry the museum forward to 2021.
ARCHIVES
Digitisation:
Work continues in the addition of metadata to digi•
tised images.
Processing:
•
Work is progressing on the Ennis Urban Authority Collection. This collection consists of Minute Books, Managers’ Orders, Employee wage books and financial records in addition to
housing ledgers and drawings.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT

March 2018 Actions: Monthly Management Report for the April Meeting of Clare County Council.

Council opens digital hubs and
unveils DigiClare initiative
Three digital hub facilities developed by Clare County Council
were officially opened in Kilrush, Miltown Malbay and Feakle on
26 March by Pat Breen, T.D., Minister of State for Trade, Employment, Business, EU Digital Single Market and Data Protection.
The facilities, which are part of the Local Authority’s DigiClare.ie
initiative and are among the actions identified in the Clare Rural
Development Strategy 2026, will support rural social enterprises
and the wider community by providing flexible, affordable hotdesks, co-working, conference and training facilities for residents,
visitors and entrepreneurs for as little as €10 per day.
Over the next 12 months, Clare County Council will be furthering
its plans to develop a large-scale Broadband Hub in Ennis, including a hot desk facility and incubation units. A multi-service centre
incorporating a Broadband Hub and other social and community
services is also planned for Ennistymon.
Minister of State Breen commented, “A few months ago the
Government launched its National Action Plan for Rural Development - which outlines a framework of supports at national and
local level for both the economic and social development of rural Ireland. Supporting Digital Hubs, like the three being opened
here today and the two others Clare hubs nearing completion,
helps not only in the economic development of rural Ireland, but
also helps those who may otherwise work in isolation to come
together to share ideas and encouragement.”
Mayor of Clare, Councillor Tom McNamara, said, “On the first
anniversary of the opening Rural Development Forum meeting,
the official opening of the three Digital Broadband Hubs in Feakle, Miltown Malbay and Kilrush is tangible evidence of the value
of developing and implementing a focused Rural Development
Strategy in Clare. We have taken a giant stride forward which I
am confident will be the first step in our shared journey to making rural Clare a sustainable and thriving place to live and work.”
Pat Dowling, Chief Executive of Clare County Council, said the
Digital Hubs have been developed in line with our policy of utilising broadband and digital technology as a key enabler of Rural
Development. He continued, “The users of these hubs are the
lifeblood of the local community and it is in their interest and in
the interest of job creation that Clare County Council is committed to further expanding its network of digital hubs.”
Mr. Dowling confirmed that Clare County Council will shortly
launch a Digital Strategy for County Clare, “the overarching
theme of which is supporting Rural, Community and Economic
Development. Its key aim will be to bridge the digital divide as
well as creating digitally intelligent communities in Clare. While a
strategy in its own right, this Digital blueprint is a critical facilitator. It will enable Clare County Council to further the objectives of
the Clare Rural Development Strategy across the county.”
For more information on the Digital Hubs, visit www.DigiClare.ie
or contact DIGICLARE, Clare County Council, New Road, Ennis, Co.
Clare V95 DXP2 on Tel: 065 6846336 / Email: hubs@clarecoco.ie.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT

CarShareIT drives new
solution for rural transport

The company’s new facility in Shannon is developing technologies
and systems for electric and self-driving vehicles which have the
potential to augment and communicate with the IT solutions being
developed to address Clare’s rural transport challenge.
Minister of State Breen said, “A total of 3,399 kilometres of Clare’s
4,268 kilometre road network is made up of local or rural roads, that
is significant, and has a huge impact on travel and rural isolation. I
would like therefore to commend the CarShareIT initiative as a potential solution for rural transport and isolation.”
Mayor of Clare Tom McNamara, said, “I am delighted that Clare
County Council, backed by part-funding of €25,000 from Enterprise
Ireland, is in a position to explore the feasibility of delivering a solution to addressing rural transport issues in Clare. Innovative solutions are required in response to the growing issue of rural isolation
and transport-related challenges all over the county.”
Commenting on the background to CarShareIT, Pat Dowling, Chief
Executive, said the initiative is among the actions identified in the
Clare Rural Development Strategy 2026 and Clare Digital Strategy,
which target the creation of 4,000 jobs through the development of
community-led social enterprises supported by Enterprise Ireland,
Local Enterprise Office Clare, the Office of the Action Plan for Jobs
(APJ), the LEADER Programme and the rural and community support
unit of Clare County Council.

Clare County Council is inviting companies to tender to develop a
solution to address rural transport shortages and rural isolation in
County Clare.

“Ireland has the highest length of road network per capita in the EU
and the most dispersed pattern of rural dwelling. Rural isolation is
a consequence,” he explained. “This project aims to address these
challenges by way of leveraging community-based goodwill and
supporting it with appropriate IT applications, both software and
hardware, that links those with private transport to those in need
of transport.”

Pat Breen, T.D., Minister of State for Trade, Employment, Business,
EU Digital Single Market and Data Protection, joined the Local Authority in announcing details of CarShareIT, which is being 50% funded by Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Ireland through
Enterprise Ireland, during a launch event in Kilrush on March 26th.
The non-commercial, community-based initiative aims to match
those in need of transport with private drivers who have available
transport capacity and is among the actions identified in the Clare
Rural Development Strategy 2026 and the Clare Digital Strategy.

Clare County Council says it is inviting companies to tender to develop CarShareIT. Should the Feasibility Phase prove successful Clare
County Council will apply to Enterprise Ireland for additional funding
to help complete the development of a Prototype in Phase 2 (late
Summer 2018).

Meanwhile, Clare County Council has welcomed the interest shown
by Jaguar Land Rover in engaging with the initiative through its role
in the Connected and Autonomous Vehicle (CAV) Ireland initiative.

DigiClare website goes live
The DigiClare web site (www.digiclare.ie) went live at the beginning
of March. The site provides information about the services offered
in the DigiClare hubs and allows customers to submit reservation
requests. Information is presented from two main perspectives –
the locations and the services offered, with the three services being
hot-desking, co-working and conferences/training. Having separate
areas for hot-desking and co-working will allow these services to be
differentiated in the future and as the services develop.
We hope that users will find the site easy to use. It is a modern and
responsive website i.e. the display adapts depending on the device
and screen size so the web site works well on smart-phones for example. Some accessibility features include large type and semantic
mark-up etc. The site can be used over secure http and those areas containing forms ensure any details entered by customers are
submitted securely. Image galleries are included for each location.

In addition, the web site will promote other ICT/digital-related initiatives that are sponsored through the Rural Development Directorate and aligned to actions of the Rural Development and Digital
Strategy, hence the strapline “Connecting Communities”. The site
will promote projects such as the Uber App and WiFi Town projects.
The site was designed and developed by the Broadband, Digital and
IT department. The DigiClare logo helps gives the site and brand a
good identity and was chosen from a number of fine contenders
designed by Carmel Ryan in the Corporate Services department.

We are working on an online booking system to allow customers to
view availability and book resources directly.
Other enhancements that are either planned or in progress include: A testimonials page • FAQ • Floor layout plans •
Further image optimisation for performance/speed

If you have any suggestions/requests for the web site, please contact Bríd Deely at extension 378.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
March 2018 Actions: Monthly Management Report for the April Meeting of Clare County Council.

Tidy Towns Information Evening

Funding for Clare Comhairle na nÓg

Clare Comhairle has received €20,000 to deliver on its actions for 2018.

A Tidy Towns Information evening took place on Thursday 15
March 2018 in the Civic Room, Waterpark House, Ennis, Co.
Clare.
The event was hosted by Clare County Council in an effort to provide support to Tidy Towns Groups across the county, who play
a direct role on a voluntary capacity, to enhance the County’s
towns and villages.
Speakers on the evening included Janice Fuller, Tidy Towns Adjudicator, and Aileen Campion of Birdhill Tidy Towns (winners of the
2017 Tidy Town’s competition).
The event concluded with a questions and answers session which
enabled groups to raise issues in relation to Tidy Towns generally
with particular emphasis on the Tidy Towns competition.

Loop Head Lighthouse reopens

Dr Katherine Zappone, Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, has announced funding to ensure that local councils
are listening to young voices in the communities they serve.
The Comhairle na nÓg Development Fund 2018 is making
€620,000 available to 31 Local Authorities.
Comhairle na nÓg are child and youth councils active in the
31 Local Authority areas of the country. The money must
be used to work on young people’s topics and to allow local
and national decision makers to consult with children and
teenagers.
Many local agencies consult with their Comhairle na nÓg
to get the views of young people on the development of
relevant services and policies, such as Local Economic Community Plans (LECPs) and local development strategies,
heritage plans, play and recreation policies, policing plans
and the location or type of sports facilities in the area. Comhairle na nÓg are also often asked for submissions on local
policies or to take part in public consultations.
The popular tourist attraction is located at the mouth of the
Shannon Estuary on the Loop Head Peninsula, which is one
of two “Signature Discovery Points” in County Clare along the
route of the Wild Atlantic Way. It also is a landmark location on
the Loop Head Heritage Trail and is one of 12 Great Lighthouses
of Ireland.
Loop Head Lighthouse is steeped in history and is rich in maritime heritage with its origins dating back to the 1670s. The
existing tower style lighthouse was constructed in 1854 and
was operated and maintained by a keeper who lived within the
lighthouse compound. In January 1991, the lighthouse was converted to automatic operation, and today is monitored by the
CIL.

The 2018 tourist season at Loop Head Lighthouse commenced
on Friday, 16 March 2018 as the historic West Clare landmark
opened to the public for the first time this year.
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Loop Head Lighthouse will remain open daily (10.00 a.m. to 6.00
p.m.) until 4 November. Admission to the lighthouse, which includes the exhibition and guided tour of the site, is Adults (€5),
Children (€2) and Family Passes for up to 2 adults + 3 children
(€12). Visit www.loophead.ie or www.clare.ie for more information on Loop Head Lighthouse and the Loop Head Peninsula.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

PLANNING & ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT
March 2018 - Key Activities

Council to implement the following Clare County Heritage Plan
projects in 2018:
Inis Cealtra Landscape Plan
•
•
Shannon Estuary Way
•
Stories from the Landscape EYCH Joint film project

Following the review of the Management Structure, Mr. Liam
Conneally has been assigned as Director of Service of Economic
Development with effect from 26th March 2018. The Senior
team in this Directorate are Brian McCarthy, Senior Planner, Padraic McElwee, Head of Enterprise and Carmel Greene, Senior
Executive Officer. The work programme for the Directorate for
the year will be finalised in the coming month in order to meet
the objectives of facilitating a pro-active economic environment
where businesses locate and grow. The creation of employment to support our communities and enhance the economic
value of County Clare are key drivers for the Directorate.

Forward Planning
•
Consultants Nicholas de Jong & Associates and the
Paul Hogarth Company made presentations to the Ennis Municipal District Elected Members at their March meeting on
their preliminary development proposals for opportunity sites
within Ennis set out in the County Development Plan 2017-2023
which were well received with positive feedback. The projects
are Design Team Consultancy Services for (1) Ennis Town Centre
Expansion Area - former Boys NS, (2) Site OP9 Riverside Site,
Harmony Row and Bank Place and (3) Site OP4 Analogue Building and Site OP5 Post Office Field, Ennis.

Development Management
•
110 planning applications were received by Clare
County Council during the month of March bringing the total
no. received to date for 2018 to 258.
•
18 pre-planning applications were received during the
month of March bringing the total received to date for 2018 to
72. 29 of the 72 preplanning applications received to date in
2018 have been closed out.
Enforcement
•
13 complaints were received, 14 warning letters were
issued, 8 enforcement notices were served and 5 files were
closed during the month of March.

•
A public consultation event was held in the Digihub in
Kilrush Town Hall on 27th March for the proposed Kilrush and
Cappa Visitor Signage Plan. The event was well attended by
representatives of businesses’ in the area, tidy towns’ representatives and the general public. The attendees provided valuable input into the process and helped to inform the progression of the project and the preparation of a Visitor Signage Plan
for Kilrush and Cappa.

Taking in Charge
8 estates were taken in charge in March bringing the
•
number taken in charge to date this year to 9. A further 6 estates have been advertised for taking in charge.
•
Progress is being made on 6 other estates where the
bondholder is completing the works. It is envisaged that work
on these estates will be complete by the end of the summer.
In the meantime, the estates team will continue to monitor
progress on these estates.
The estates team are preparing tender packs for re•
medial works programmes on a number of estates for which
bond monies have been paid over. The focus will be on priority
remedial works that will enable the estate to be completed to a
standard required for taking in charge.
Conservation and Built Heritage
•
The Architectural Conservation Officer attended meetings on a number of projects including proposed paving plan
for Ennis town, Clare villages de-population study, Creative Ireland Schools Conservation Projects, Historic Lanes of Ennis and
a sheltered housing project in Cahercalla.

The Planning Department assisted Barefield Tidy
•
Towns in the preparation of a tender brief for the preparation of
a Public Realm Enhancement Plan for Ballyalla. The Tidy Towns
Committee are applying for LEADER funding for this project.
•
Count number 10 of the Bird Usage Survey of the
Shannon Estuary was undertaken on the 1st and 2nd of March
2018. Just one further count remains to be undertaken which
is scheduled for the 23rd and 24th of April 2018. This will complete all survey work over the 12 month period. The final report
will be prepared subsequently and will issue to the SIFP Steering Group for approval in June.

Two Section 57 Declarations were issued in March to
•
permit essential works to protected structures in the County.
Heritage
An allocation of €23,000 has been approved from the Heritage
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EMPLOYMENT & LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE
• Leo Annual Jobs Survey: On 9 March, it was announced that a net total of 149 new jobs were delivered in 2017 by small businesses in Clare that have been supported by Local Enterprise Office Clare.
Over the last 3 years, locally based enterprises have created 433 jobs which places Clare as one of the top performing counties for
job creation.
• Local Enterprise Week: Over 300 business people participated in a total of 17 events hosted by Local Enterprise Office Clare as
part of Local Enterprise Week, which ran from the 4th to the 9th March.
A range of training courses, seminars, workshops, networking events and enterprise awards were held across the county, gaining
extensive coverage by local newspapers and radio.
• National Enterprise Awards: Shannon Enterprise ‘Get the Shifts Ltd.’ was awarded Clare County Enterprise Award winner for
2018. The company, a hospitality staffing web-platform business, won the top prize of €5,000 plus a PR&Digital Marketing mentoring package and will represent Local Enterprise Office Clare at the National Enterprise Awards, which celebrates its 20th anniversary on 24 May.
Other winners at the awards ceremony, held on 9 March included Fintan Ward & Conor Galvin, Golf Voyager and Adam Coleman
of HR Locker.
•

Student Enterprise Awards: 3 schools have been selected to represent Clare at the Student Enterprise Programme National Finals
in Croke Park on 2 May. Secondary school students across Clare competed at the County Finals on 7/8 March which was held at
Treacy’s West County Hotel, Ennis. 742 students from 13 schools took part in the annual programme locally.
Winners included Scoil Mhuire, Ennistymon (Junior Category), Scariff Community College (Intermediate Category) and St. Caimin’s
Community College, Shannon (Senior Category).

• Retail Programme: To build on the success of Ennis achieving Ireland’s Friendliest Town, Local Enterprise Office Clare held a
Retail Breakfast Briefing launching their Retail Programme on 7 March with leading retail mentor, James Burke.
15 retailers had initially signed up to participate in the retail programme however due to demand a further 6 retailers have now
been accommodated on the programme which is running throughout March and April.
• Rhode Island: We now have 8 enterprises from Clare actively participating in the Rhode Island project, with a number of these
progressing towards doing business in the USA.
• Our schedule of upcoming training programmes is available at: https://www.localenterprise.ie/Clare/Training-Events/OnlineBookings/
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FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES

PROCUREMENT

CORPORATE SERVICES

The following tenders have been published in March:

• Referendum on Thirty–Sixth Amendment
The Minister has signed the Polling Day Order fixing Friday 25th
May 2018 as the day for taking the poll at the Referendum on
the Thirty-sixth Amendment to the Constitution. The closing
date for the Supplement to the Register of Electors is Tuesday
8th May 2018. The closing date for the Supplement to the Postal Voters and Special Voters Lists is Saturday 28th April 2018.

• Training for Elected Members
A Training Programme for Elected members commenced on
Wednesday 28th March with information briefings on Finance
& Support Services. Further sessions are scheduled as follows:
- Tuesday 3 April - Physical Development & Rural Development
- Monday 9 April - Economic Development
- Wednesday 11 April – Social Development

Tender Description

Deadline
Date

Hire of 6 Tonne Dumper – County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of 20 Tonne Rigid Lorries – County Wide 13.04.18
Hire of 360 Excavator & Driver (13-15 Rubber Tracked) – County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of 360 Excavator & Driver (13-15 Rubber Wheeled) – County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of 360 Excavator & Driver (13-15 Steel
Tracked) – County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of 360 Excavator & Driver (20 Tonne
Steel Tracked) – County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of 360 Excavator & Driver (30 Tonne
Steel Tracked) – County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of 360 Mini Excavator & Trailer excl
Driver (Less than 5 Tonne) – County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of 360 Mini Excavator & Trailer incl
Driver (Greater than 5 Tonne) – County
Wide – County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of 360 Mini Excavator & Trailer incl
Driver (Less than 5 Tonne) – County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of Crew Cab (3.5 Tonne) – County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of Crew Cab (7.5 Tonne) – County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of Tractor with Hedge Cutting & Saw
Attachments with Driver– County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of Loading Shovel – County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of Paver– County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of Pneumatic Roller– County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of Road Sweeper with Driver– County
Wide

13.04.18

Hire of Road Sweeper without Driver– Coun- 13.04.18
ty Wide

HUMAN RESOURCES
• During the month of March there were 10 interview processes completed which include Executive Technician, Facilities
Management Attendant, Assistant Staff Officer, Tourism Officer,
Waste Water Inspector, School Warden and Station Officer for
Ennis. Recently advertised posts include Executive Scientist
(Confined), Acting Clerk of Works (Confined) and Part Time
Caretaker Hi Speed Broadband Hub, Kilrush (Confined). Details
of these confined competitions can be found on the Clare County Council intranet and extranet.

Hire of Road Sweeper Dual Sweep with
Driver– County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of Road Sweeper Dual Sweep without
Driver– County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of Single Drum Vibrating Roller– County 13.04.18
Wide
Hire of Tandem Rollers– County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of Tractor & Bowser– County Wide

13.04.18

Hire of Tractor & Stoning Cart– County Wide 13.04.18

• From mid-March the seasonal employees (including Lifeguards) join the workforce. In addition to this the co-op placement programme will see 7 students being taken on by Clare
County Council for a period of 6 months.

Engineering Consultancy Services for Repair
Works Ballycorrick Bridge & Quin Bridge

12.02.18

Software Solutions for Rural Transport Challenge

15.05.18

• The PMDS process for the 2018 year has started officially
and all staff will be submitting a PDP with their training needs to
the Human Resources Department in line with the Team plans.
Plans for the year.

Supply & Electrical Installation for new
29.03.18
Standby Generator & UPS for Cliffs of Moher
Visitors Centre
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Town & Village Renewal Scheme, Phase 2 at
Main Street, Clarecastle, Co. Clare

29.03.18

COUNCIL VISIT TO NeW YORK
MARCH 2018

Mayor of Clare Tom McNamara (left) and Pat Dowling,
Chief Executive of Clare County Council (centre) pictured
during a meeting with Tourism Ireland officials.

Ciarán Madden, Consul General of Ireland in New York
(left) pictured with Mayor of Clare Tom McNamara and
Pat Dowling, Chief Executive of Clare County Council

Ringing the Closing Bell at the NASDAQ Exchange; L-R: Noel
Kilkenny, Former Consul General for Ireland; Hilary Beirne, St
Patrick’s Foundation; Pat Dowling, Chief Executive of Clare County
Council; Loretta Brennan Glucksman, NYC Parade Grand Marshal;
Sean Lane, Morgan Stanley; Tom McNamara, Mayor of Clare.

Pat Dowling, Chief Executive; Bill Lewis, Clare New York
Association; and Mayor of Clare Tom McNamara pictured at
the start of the 2018 New York St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Pictured at the annual Clare New York Assocation Dinner Dance;
L-R: Noel Kilkenny, Former Consul General for Ireland; Pat
Dowling, Chief Executive of Clare County Council; Bill Lewis, Clare
New York Association; Cllr. PJ Ryan; Tom McNamara, Mayor of
Clare; Cllr. Pat McMahon; and Padraic McElwee (LEO Clare).

Cllr. Pat McMahon, Padraic McElwee (LEO Clare), Cllr. PJ Ryan and
Mayor of Clare Tom McNamara pictured during the 2018 New York
St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Fifth Avenue, New York City.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

The 2017 Roadworks Programme was substantially completed
on time and the ancillary funding allocations were successfully
claimed and secured.
•
TII’s allocation of core grants for 2018 amounts to a total of €2.07 million for Clare County Council – the most striking
aspect being a significant reduction in the allocation to cater for
the day to day maintenance of National Secondary Roads. DTTaS grants for 2018 amount to a total of €23.537 million for Clare
Co Council and represent a significant increase over 2017. The
most notable features include increases of between 15 and 20%
in respect of the key Improvement and Surface Dressing grants,
almost €450,000 to cater for road drainage requirements (a
new grant category) and €1.25 million to facilitate completion
of the Latoon Bridge project. The works programme is underway throughout the county and the major remediation contract
at Latoon Bridge has been progressing through a very intensive
programme – it is on schedule and is expected to be completed
by the end of May.

•
Since the announcement of the main schedule of
grants, DTTaS has confirmed that a total sum of €10,000,000 will
be made available Nationally for CIS schemes and the Council
has submitted an application for its allocation – based on applications which have been submitted by approximately 40 communities around the county. A response is awaited.
•
The Council has been allocated a sum of €482,000 for
LIS schemes for this year and a schedule of schemes to be implemented in respect of this allocation will be submitted to the
Department of Rural and Community Development on April 5th.
A secondary schedule of schemes will be submitted by 12 April in
anticipation of potential further LIS allocations later in the year.

•
Through the course of March, the 2018 SMDW was presented to all 4 Municipal District Councils in the County and has
been approved by all 4. Ancillary to this was a presentation of the
proposed breakdown of the IPB dividend of €2.371 million which
has been paid to the Council to facilitate a programme of works
to facilitate risk alleviation – incorporated in this is a sum of €1.6
million to accommodate a footpath remediation programme and
€300,000 to top up a €448,500 drainage allocation which is included in the 2018 DTTaS grants – detailed programmes of work
pertaining to both are incorporated in the SMDW.
•
The overlay work which had been scheduled for 2016
for Bealaha on the N67, but couldn’t proceed because watermain rehabilitation works which had been planned by Irish Water didn’t go ahead, is to proceed in a matter of weeks in association with the rehabilitation works – Irish Water has appointed a
contractor to carry out the amalgamated works.

PUBLIC LIGHTING

The key priorities from a public lighting point of view include
complete changeover to LED technology, achievement of the
2020 Carbon footprint reduction target and replacement of supporting infrastructure where required. Present indications are
that financial arrangements are likely to be put in place to facilitate Local Authorities in upgrading to LED technology which in
turn would support very significant energy savings. The aspiration is that this upgrading would be achieved on a cost neutral
basis, but over the coming years the Council will have to find
significant additional funding to cover the cost of replacement
of other infrastructure such as defective columns, ducting, etc
– which will be significant and much of this work needs to be
undertaken urgently.
It is likely that, for the purpose of LED
retrofitting, the country will be divided into 3 regions with the
Southern region, which would probably include Clare, being the
first to go to tender – possibly within 12 months.
For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options
available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults:
• Internet: Direct reporting on our website – www.airtricitysolutions.com
• Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions Call Centre – 1850 372 772
• Local Authority Identification – via www.clarecoco.ie.

Flood Relief Schemes:
Arising from previous extreme flood events, including those
of the 2015/16 Winter period, the Council has been pursuing
feasible solutions in a number of areas with a view to minimisation of risk in the event that situations of a similar nature occur again. Among the locations under consideration
are Springfield, Milltown Malbay, Ballyvaughan, Murtyclough
(near New Quay), Kilkee and Clarecastle – the up to date position in relation to each is as follows:
•
Springfield, Clonlara: Following completion of a technical, environmental and economic appraisal, the formal Planning is expected to commence in May of 2018 – to be completed in September and to be followed by tender and construction.
Pending confirmation of required approvals and availability of
funding, construction should get underway during the 4th quarter of 2018 – a 4 to 6 month construction period is envisaged.
•
Milltown Malbay: The project consultant is well advanced at present and the formal planning process is ongoing
- approval anticipated by June 2018. Pending funding approval,
the tender process should get underway by mid-Summer to be
followed by a 6 month construction period.
•
Ballyvaughan: Following a hydrological assessment in
relation to the problems experienced in Ballyvaughan, a prospective solution has been identified. The formal planning
process should commence circa April, 2018 with approval anticipated by September 2018. Pending funding approval, the
tender process should get underway by October to be followed
by a 4 month construction period.
Continued next page ----->
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Flood Relief Schemes (cont’d):
•
Murtyclough: Due to significant environmental designations and sensitivities, the formal planning process has to be
conducted by An Bord Pleannala. In this context, the planning process should commence within the coming weeks with approval
anticipated by September 2018. Pending funding approval, the tender process should get underway by October to be followed by
a 4 to 6 month construction period.
•
Kilkee: Tender documents are being prepared to facilitate the appointment of a consultant to develop the preferred
option identified via CFRAMS – the first step being to confirm the technical, environmental and economic viability of the proposal.
•
Clarecastle (Thomond Villas): This location is vulnerable to flooding during periods when high tides and ancillary sea
swells are manifest. A hydrological assessment has identified a potential solution which would have a positive BCR. A consultant
is now to be engaged to facilitate detailed design and preparation of a formal planning application (procurement process ongoing)
– following which, pending confirmation of Planning Approval, an application for funding will be submitted to the OPW.

STORM DAMAGE (Jan/Feb 2014)
The following table sets out the current position in relation to Strengthening and significant Remediation projects:
PROJECT

CURRENT SITUATION

Cloughaninchy

A planning application for a Minor flood and coastal defence scheme has been submitted and is expected to conclude under the Part VIII process in May.

New Quay/Aughinish

The Feasibility Study has been completed by the consultants and submitted to the OPW for its consideration.

Doolin

The Feasibility Study is completed and will be submitted to the OPW for its consideration imminently.

Liscannor Bay

Feasibiliity Study completed and submitted to the OPW –response currently awaited.

Lahinch South

Consultants design work ongoing. The formal planning process (Part VIII) concluded in May of 2017.
The ancillary Foreshore Licence Application process is ongoing and an outcome is awaited. This coastal
strengthening project will proceed as soon as possible after the Foreshore Lease is confirmed.

Whitestrand (Miltown) The OPW has indicated that it needs further clarification in relation to some technical issues and to
support the BCR in relation to this project and has advised that, if approved, it would be dealt with
under the Minor Works Programme – meeting OPW in April.
Quilty

The OPW has responded in relation to the Councils submission and has expressed reservations re
the prospective cost and BCR pertaining to the proposal and in doing so has suggested some technical variations which the Council should consider. The project consultants are now reappraising the
report in this context – meeting OPW in April.

Spanish Point

The OPW has indicated that it needs further clarification to support the BCR in relation to this project
and has advised that, if approved, it would be dealt with under the Minor Works Programme – meeting OPW in April.

Kilbaha

Feasibility Study completed and submitted to the OPW – BCR in relation to proposed solution is positive – awaiting outcome from OPW.

Atlantic Coastline/IFA

The environmental issues around Lough Donnell remain sensitive and the Environmental Consultants
have determined that the preparation of a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) is required to progress the
issue. An NPWS report in relation to this coastal lagoon is awaited – this should bring clarity in terms
of the next step to be taken in relation to this issue.

Estuary Coastline/IFA

An embankment repair works contract in relation to 10 sites is ongoing – in the Kildysart area.

• Cumulative expenditure to date is in excess of €16.2 million.
• The sum remaining to be spent in relation to the coastal damage repair programme is €2.8 million. The programme is substantially completed with the exception of the extension of the already completed Promenade revetment project in a Southerly direction at the back of Lahinch village – refer to details in above table.
• Separately, the strategy pertaining to coastal strengthening proposals is ongoing – as per details set out in the above table.

13

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

CAPITAL PROJECTS

The following is the up-to-date position in relation to a no. of strategic projects which are at various stages of development.
• Killaloe By-Pass – It is expected that the construction of the entire
project will go to tender in 2019 with a completion date circa late
2022. Liaison is continuing to take place with property owners and
acquisitions of the required lands is the current key objective – this
is progressing well and some property acquisition has been agreed.
An allocation of €6,500,000 is included in the 2018 Schedule of Road
Grants to facilitate continuation of this stage of the project.
• Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – Due to the prospective change in the scope of the overall project, a detailed Project
Appraisal is now being carried out and should be completed by the
end of April. Preliminary Design work will follow on immediately
from this with a view to completion in draft format by mid-year.
The Preliminary Design phase facilitates the design of the new road
within the route corridor which is reflected in the Clare and Limerick
Development Plans. The design process will take account of, in so far
as is feasible, local concerns by locating the road as appropriately as
possible within the corridor and by incorporating whatever mitigating measures are required to ensure that any adverse environmental or other impacts which may evolve are negated.
• Doolin Pier and Village – Following a meeting in December between representatives of the Doolin community and the West Clare
MD Cllrs it was concluded that a further submission from that community would be welcome – the submission has been received by
the Council and is being considered at present. The Council hopes
to be in a position to submit formal planning proposals in relation
to the development of a new accommodation building, parking and
other ancillary facilities at Doolin Pier over the coming months.
• Blakes Corner – The Part VIII Planning application was formally
submitted to Clare Co Council in early January and the public consultation stage of same concluded a number of weeks ago. Submissions have been considered and a firm recommendation in relation
to the proposal is included in the agenda for the April meeting.
• N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme - Preliminary Design work
is reaching a conclusion and Ennis MD Cllrs were briefed some time
ago regarding the preferred route proposal. There has been consultation with effected property owners and further survey and assessment is ongoing. Ennis MD Councillors will be briefed before the
Planning process for the project gets underway circa July of this year.
• N19 Shannon Airport Access Road – Transport Infrastructure Ireland has confirmed its support for this project and its willingness to
allow it progress through initial stages of development – appraisal,
feasibility and so on. A topographical survey of the site completed
late last year and a Geophysical Investigation Contract is about to
get underway.
• Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – Final approval to proceed to
construction has been confirmed by the OPW. Liaison with the approved contractor is ongoing in preparation for commencement of
works on the ground which should get underway within the next 2
months. The project will be completed in 2020.
• West Clare Railway Greenway – One to one consultation has
been ongoing with potentially impacted property owners and at this
stage approximately 65% have been engaged with. The process of
identification of the most appropriate route and associated deliberations with land owners is, by its nature, time consuming and will
be followed by the preparation of a briefing document to facilitate
liaison with the Department of Transport regarding a strategic approach to be adapted in relation to the development of the overall
project – almost 50km of cycleway along the route (in so far as is
feasible) of the West Clare Railway.
• Shannon Embankments: The presently ongoing process of investigation and assessment of the Shannon Town and Airport Embankments is nearing completion. It is envisaged that the consultant’s
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report, complete with recommendations regarding a remediation
approach (if found to be required) will be completed during the
second half of April and is scheduled to be reviewed by the Steering Group at the end of the month. The current assessment programme is a joint endeavour involving the OPW and the Shannon
Airport Authority and is being led by Clare County Council.

WATER SERVICES
Water Services reform and other issues: March was a challenging
month for Water Services with the cold spell of weather in the early
part of the month having the potential to disrupt operations. Due to
the precautions taken disruption was minimal to water and waste
water services. Nationally, an agreement has been tabled for the
operation and roll out of the Hand Held Units and this is being considered by the various stakeholders. Other Transformation Projects
including the Leakage Management System, Planned Maintenance,
the Lab Strategy and the National Telemetry System continue to be
progressed through steering Groups and Capital programmes.
• Asset Transfer - Work in relation to Asset Transfer is ongoing with
82 assets currently transferred to Irish Water. 15 are with the PRAI
(Property Registration Authority Ireland) awaiting clarifications.
Water & Wastewater operational – key points
The most significant individual operational items during the month:
• Water
•In March work associated with the Disinfection Project on the commissioning of various sites on the Disinfection Project continued.
• A minor outage occurred during the code red day on Friday March
2nd at Castlelake Water Treatment Plant. The road to the plant was
inaccessible due to heavy snowfall and a four wheel-drive vehicle
was provided by Shannon Fire service to enable the caretaker to access the site to deal with the issue. Several plants were inaccessible
for periods but water service was maintained at all locations for the
duration of the weather event.
• No other major outages occurred during the month.
Wastewater:
• The proposed new ESB sub-station contract for Kilkee pumping
station has now been awarded to Kilmihil based L+M Keating and
work will commence shortly. We are liaising closely with the ESB on
this project to ensure a smooth power transition to the new substation when completed.
• Despite the “Code Red” weather days in early March there were
no major incidents to report in Wastewater operations during the
month and plants continued to operate as normal.
Capital Projects
• Mott MacDonald has been appointed as Consulting Engineers for
the 2017-2021 Capital Investment Programme (CIP) in County Clare
following a tender process.
•The 2017-2021 CIP currently incorporates 3 agglomerations in Clare
(Shannon, Ennistymon & Newmarket on Fergus) as well as continuation of wastewater treatment upgrades at Quin and Kilfenora. Lahinch WWTP has now also being included for improvement works.
• Untreated agglomerations (UTAS) are Major Capital Projects in addition to the CIP 2017-2021. These involve 5 Clare towns and villages
with less than adequate wastewater treatment facilities – Ballyvaughan, Clarecastle, Kilkee, Kilrush & Liscannor. RPS consulting engineers have been appointed by IW and the project has commenced
with a review of the Gate 1 studies and the submission of the Design
Inception Report. Pre-planning meetings with Clare County Council
Planning Department have concluded.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
WATER PROJECTS
Rockmount WTP

Irish Water has approved funding for the following works in relation to Rockmount WTP:
•
Purchase land and construct a pumping station north of Milltown Malbay.
•
Decommission the existing Rockmount WTP.
•
Construct new 1,000 cubic meter reservoir on the site of the decommissioned WTP.
•
Linkage to existing countywide SCADA, consistent with Irish Water Specifications.
•
Water Mains Upgrade for approx. 5.5km between Miltown Malbay and Mullagh.
Guerin&Considine ltd have been appointed and we are waiting on a commencement date to
be confirmed. Survey Work at the Reservoir is continuing. The Asbestos survey of the existing
WTP has been completed and this report will form part of the Planning Application.

Networks Portfolio

Works on the Networks Portfolio will include establishment of District Metering Area’s and
a countywide Find & Fix leak programme, the first report has been recived for the Shannon
Industrial Area highlighting a number of leaks and damaged infrastructure. Works to repair
these issues will commence week beginning 9th April. The mains upgrade in Newmarket on
Fergus is scheduled to commence in late April 2018.

Water Treatment Plant Upgrades Old & New Doolough, Corofin and Ballymacraven WTP have been approved for upgrades.
RPS has been appointed as Consultants and site visits have taken place. Data gathering on
the Project is ongoing.
Bealaha Mains Replacement

1.5km of mains replacement; Healy-Rae Ltd from Kerry has been appointed Contractor to
this project and we are waiting on a commencement date.

WASTEWATER PROJECTS
Clare UTAS
• Ballyvaughan; • Clarecastle
• Kilkee; • Kilrush; Liscannor

RPS has been appointed as Consulting Engineers. A Design Inception Report has been
submitted and accepted by IW. The projects under UTAS are currently at pre-planning stage
and design work is continuing.

Clare CIP 2017-2021
• Shannon WwTP; • Ennistymon
WwTP; • Lahinch WwTP;
Newmarket on Fergus Outfall

Mott MacDonald has been appointed as Consulting Engineers and has commenced the
Gate 1 studies. An interim upgrade Design Options Report has been submitted for Shannon
WwTP which is under review with IW.

Francis Street Pumpstation
Upgrade

The project will involve an upgrade of the four pumps in the storm overflow chamber and
ancillary works. Cantwell Electrical Engineering has been appointed Contractor to this
project.

Kilfenora WWTP upgrade

A Design Review Report with a preferred treatment option has been submitted by the consultant and is under review by Irish Water. Third part surveys are nearing completion and
the reports will be submitted to the Consultants as they are completed.

Quin WWTP upgrade

Site investigations and third party surveys have been completed. The detailed design process is ongoing.

Flow Monitoring Project

Snagging of this project is ongoing. O&M Manuals have been received.

NCAP – National Certificate of
Authorisation Programme

This Programme will review all EPA Certified Wastewater plants with a P.E. of less than 500
and their impact on receiving waters. Ballycannon Meelick and Kilmihil WWTP’s in Co. Clare
have been included in the first round of assessments. RPS has been appointed as Consultants to this project, surveys are ongoing.

IWSS – Inlet Works, Storm &
Sludge

This programme aims to assess WWTP for upgrade works in three areas – Inlet Screen
Works, Storm Capacity and Sludge Handling. J.B. Barry Consultants have been appointed
and data gathering has commenced for three sites in Clare – Miltown Malbay WWTP, Inagh
WWTP and Kilmihil.

RURAL WATER PROGRAMME:
• Further to the publication of the Department on Housing, Planning and Local Government Rural Water Programme interim allocation in late January, Clare County Council have requested Group Water Schemes to submit grant applications currently. With the early
publication comes the opportunity for Group Schemes to complete
works in the early part of the year. To date Corbally Danganbrack
GWS have carried out works under the programme in 2018 with a
Leak Detection Survey carried out and subsequent repairs carried
out. The Rural Water team are working with a number of schemes
in terms of proposed upgrade works and the tender process involved with same.

• No Group Water Schemes have been taken in charge by Irish Water in March. The Rural Water team awaits completion of the land
transfer process for 2no. schemes that were approved in principal
in 2017. Assistance is being provided to a number of other Group
Water Schemes’s with the hope of the submission of further applications for taking in charge in the near future.
• The Rural Water Team continue to work with schemes to ensure
their members have a robust and sustainable quality and quantity
supply of water available to them.
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FIRE SERVICE
Clare County Council signed contracts for the delivery of
a €661,000 upgrade and extension of Kilkee Fire Station on the 9th
March last. The project involves the construction of an extension
to the rear of the existing building including a new Drying Room
and BA Servicing / Compressor Room, and the provision of a lecture room and kitchenette on a new first floor, new Mezzanine floor
for storage, female shower and toilet facilities with disabled access,
two roller shutter doors and various other upgrade to services.
The contract is being funded by the National Directorate for Fire
and Emergency Management of the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government which is providing €661,000 for all
costs, including construction costs and design fees. Kilkee Fire Station has been relocated to Dough in order to facilitate construction
work which will commence in the coming weeks and is expected to
be completed during early 2019.

Due to the severe weather warnings at the start of the
month, Clare County Fire & Rescue Service personnel were on
Standby in their Stations from Thursday 1st March at 16.00 until
Saturday 3rd March 09.00. In addition to attending a number of
Fire Service Callouts during this period, assistance was provided to
other agencies in carrying out their role during the adverse weather. Health Service personnel were transported to and from work in
Ennis, Ennistymon and Scarriff. Ennistymon Fire Brigade assisted
in transporting the Public Health Nurse to patients in remote areas.
A number of brigades assisted in removing snow from a variety of
premises including Nursing Home, Community Hospital, ShannonDoc, Businesses, Church throughout the county.

Clare County Fire & Rescue Service ran a Sub-Station Officer Course accredited by the National Directorate for Fire & Emergency Management at Shannon Fire Station from 5th to 16th March
2018. There were 18 students including 16 from Clare County Fire &
Rescue Service. This is a foundation course that allows personnel to
deliver Officer roles within the Brigade.

Fire & Building Control Section (Main Activities)

MAR 2018

YEAR TO DATE

Number of Emergency Calls Attended

60

221

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received

9

23

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted

11

26

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated

0

0

Number of Disability Access Certificates Received

9

19

Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted

9

17

Number of Commencement Notices Received

40

107

Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints

3

8

16

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
ENVIRONMENT
Waste Regulation and Management
• Inspections of facilities in accordance with Clare County Council’s agreed 2018 RMCEI plan (Recommended Minimum Criteria
for Environmental Inspection, submitted to the EPA on an annual basis) are progressing well and are in line with scheduled
planned inspections for the year.

national programme funded by the Environmental Protection
Agency are running a Master Composter Programme in Clare in
April / May 2018. Programme participants will learn about all
aspects of home composting and how to construct and use various systems to compost household and garden waste. In addition this programme offers a great opportunity to learn about,
and practice, practical ideas for saving money by reducing food
waste at home.

Waste Enforcement
• Work continues in policing and prosecution of illegal waste
activity throughout the County. There are currently 106 open
complaints on the CRM system, a significant amount of which
relate to illegal dumping. The enforcement unit has secured the
maximum available grant of €40,000 under the Department of
the Environment, Communications and Climate Change 2018
Anti-dumping Initiative. Work on the clean ups and subsequent
securing of sites, will progress in the coming weeks and months.
• A campaign has been rolled out in Lahinch in relation to the
issue of dog litter. This is a combined approach utilising action
under the Litter Pollution Acts, to include issue of litter fines,
potential for prosecution and an education and awareness programme which will include the promotion of the ‘Green Dog
Walker’ campaign. Similar programmes will be rolled out in
problem areas as they arise.
• A ‘mattress awareness’ day is being planned for May at the
Central Waste Management facility in Inagh. The purpose of
this day is to make disposal of a mattress free of charge, subject to certain criteria. Mattresses are regularly dumped illegally
throughout the county.
• Prosecutions of individuals who are caught dumping illegally
are ongoing. Clare County Council’s Facebook Page continues
to be used to raise awareness of waste management and illegal
dumping issues.

Education and Awareness Secondary School Competition
• Secondary schools from across Clare were invited to participate in the initiative which asked students to produce a short
three-minute film highlighting how the public can make a positive contribution to protecting the environment through every
day actions.
• At an awards ceremony held at Áras Contae an Chláir on the
23rd March 2018 students from Ennistymon CBS were named
winners of the inaugural Greener Clare Secondary School Video
Competition Awards for their work in promoting an environmental message through video. Runners up were a group of
students from Colaiste Muire, Ennis, and a special recognition
award was awarded to St Michaels Community College, Kilmihil.

Capital projects
• Jada Projects Ltd have been appointed main contractor for
the upgrade and extension of the public toilets and amenity
building in Spanish Point and have commenced setting-up their
compound on site. Temporary toilets are available to the public
for the duration of the works.

Limerick – Clare Energy Agency

Gardening Section:
• The gardening section had Ennis town and environs looking
beautiful for St. Patrick’s Day and Easter, all spring planting had
been completed and 105 No. hanging baskets were re-installed
on the streets and car-parks of Ennis. Gardening Section was
also involved in National Tree Week, where they supplied 36
groups around the county with native irish trees like alder, rowan, birch, wild cherry and oak.
Civic Amenity Sites:
• The civic amenity sites around the county are beginning to
see increased usage as the weather improves and days get longer. Green waste will be increasing as a result.
CWMF Community Fund – Small grants scheme
• The closing date for receipt of applications was extended
from end March to the end of May due to adverse weather conditions and to facilitate the completion of gardening and other
outdoor projects. Five applications have been received to date.
Master Composter Training Programme
• Clare County Council in conjunction with Stop Food Waste, a

17

Water Safety
• 49 applicants for seasonal lifeguard positions have been invited for practical tests at the Ennis Leisure Complex on Friday
30th March. Interviews will be held in April.
Ennis Dog Shelter
• The 2018 maintenance and improvement programme continued in March with the improvement and replacement of heaters in individual kennels, provision of rubber matting and specialist vet bedding. Quotations were sought for a steel storage
facility and base unit.

• The summary findings of the Energy Management System to
date are:-

Item

Comment

Energy Costs

•
The Energy Management Policy is on display
•
A Stage 2 audit of the
energy management system was
conducted in January 2018 by
Certification Europe.
•
Energy Consumption
data has been prepared and
submitted to the annual statutory reports under SI 426.

Energy Consumption

The reduction in cost is masking
an actual increase in energy of
0.5%. The main reason for the
increases has occurred in the
provision of increased public
lights.

Energy Performance

Clare County Council has
achieved an increase in energy
performance of 12.5% towards
the required 33% by 2020.

THE MONTH IN PICTURES
MARCH 2018

At the launch of the Lough Derg Blueway: Joe MacGrath,
Tipperary County Council, Reuben Noyce, Lough Derg
Watersports; Dawn Livingstone, Waterways Ireland; Kevin
Kelly, Galway County Council; Eileen Mannion, Cathaoirleach
Galway County Council; Pat Dowling, Clare County Council; , Dr
Phyll Bugler, Cathaoirleach, Tipperary County Council; and Tom
McNamara, Cathaoirleach Clare County Council.

Councillor PJ Kelly, Councillor Gabriel Keating, Carmel Kirby,
Director of Physical Development; Pat Dowling, Chief Executive;
and Councillor Tom McNamara, Mayor of Clare, at the launch of
the three digital hubs at Kilrush, Feakle and Miltown Malbay.

Tom McNamara, Cathaoirleach, Clare County Council, along
with Leonard Cleary, Director of Rural Development; Tim Forde,
Head of Recreation and Sport;h Paul Edson, Chairman, Kilrush
Tidy Towns’ and pupils from local primary schools St. Senan’s
NS and Gaelsoil Ui Choimin planting trees as part of the “One
Tree per Child” initiative at Active Kilrush Sports Project.
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Pictured in Kilrush at the launch of the CarShareIT, Clare
County Council’s proposed solution to address rural
transport shortages and rural isolation in Clare.

The reviewing stand, located outside Ennis Cathedral, during the
2018 Ennis St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Councillor Ian Lynch and Councillor PJ Kelly pictured , at the launch
of the three digital hubs at Kilrush, Feakle and Miltown Malbay.

