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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
September is back to school time, that said the Housing Department has worked diligently over the summer to ensure delivery
targets are on schedule and capital projects are on track. The first of our schemes (Clonlara) will shortly commence on site.

HOUSING
• Delivery of additional housing units is propriety for the section in order to provide housing to those in need. The Council is on track to meet
our targets with the exception being the HAP target which was to be
reduced in line with result of the 2018 Social Housing Need Assessment.
• The number of people presenting to Homeless Services in Clare remains high with 63 presentations recorded in July. For verification purposes we are reporting homeless presentations a month in arrears. The
homeless figures for July indicate full occupancy of 13 beds at Laurel
Lodge and on 31 July there was also 73 adults and 50 dependents in
emergency accommodation.
• The process for managing the financing of emergency accommodation is to change as by year end the Council will be taking over the duties
currently being carried out by the Department of Employment Affairs
and Social Protection (DEASP). In essence, the Council will be managing
the provision of emergency accommodation for individuals and families
in need.
• The Council continues to accept ‘Expressions of Interest’ from landowners, developers, building contractors, property owners for properties and/or land in areas of housing demand. To date, a number of
expressions of interest which may yield social housing units have been
received.
The Council is delivering homes for households on the council’s waiting
list as follows:
•
Acquisitions
The months of July and August were busy from the point of view of property purchases - sales were agreed for 14 properties; contracts were
signed for 11 dwellings and sales closed in respect of 9 dwellings. The
purchase of 40 properties has been agreed to date in 2018. The number
of houses being acquired is reducing as a high level of demand now pertains for all properties coming onto the market for sale. However the
Council will continue with this programme while value exists.
•
Incentivised Schemes
The Council invites you to register properties known to be vacant on the
vacant homes website www.vacanthomes.ie, for this the Council can target the return of the housing unit through acquisition, Buy and Renew
and/or Repair and Lease (RLS) schemes. The premise of the schemes
is to address vacancy and return units to occupancy in a timely fashion.
The Department has now committed funding of €50,000 per annum for
2018 and 2019 to support the work of the Vacant Homes Office in identifying and assessing dwellings that can be returned to use. A Vacancy
Sub-Group is also being set up at national level to develop an agreed
methodology for the identification of recoverable and liveable homes.
This is on foot of the variance that exists between Census/Geo-Directory
data and Local Authority findings regarding the levels of vacancy data.
•
New Rebuilding Ireland Affordable Loan
There is a high level of interest in The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan
which was introduced in February 2018. To date 52 no. completed applications have been received and 170 enquiries have been made. 30 no.
loans have been approved, 3 of which have been drawn down. The loan
scheme offers a fixed rate for credit worthy low to middle income first
time buyers with a view to making home ownership more affordable.
•
Rental and Leasing
CCC is actively seeking to increase the supply of housing stock through
these channels to meet the housing demand. Currently applicants’ housing need is being met as follows:
- Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) = 374
- Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) = 1280
- Short term leasing = 107
- Long term leasing =155
- Approved Housing Body lease arrangement = 153
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•

Housing Refurbishment and Maintenance

The management and turnaround of our housing stock to minimise voids
is continuously assessed and hereunder is the activity in this regard:

* This figure does not include properties which have become vacant after
1st September nor does it include acquisitions and long-term voids.
•

Grants

There is constant demand for all three grants schemes and at this stage
of the year the Council has committed 80% of the approved budget. In
light of this there will be increased waiting times for approval of works
under these schemes.
Clare County Council will continue to prioritise medical priority applications. Letters of referral and support from HSE medical professionals is
required for high priority applications to receive immediate funding.
Total Grants issued in August for Housing Adaptation, Housing Aid and
Grant type

No. issued (June 2018) Value of works

Housing Adaptation
Grant for People with a
Disability

11

€188,860

Housing Aid for Older
People

19

€91,499

Mobility Aids Grant

17

€80,385

Applications issued in
March 2018

47

€360,744

Mobility Aid grants:
•

Capital – Housing Construction

Hereunder is the status of capital housing projects:
Project

Units

Status

Quilty

18

Stage 3 approval issued 29.08.2018 with
cost reduction conditions.

Feakle

13

Tenders are returned and Stage 4 approval
issued 31.08.2018 with cost reduction
conditions.

Clonlara

9

Stage 4 approval returned with cost reduction conditions before contractor appointment.

Roslevan
Ennis

8

Stage 3 approval issued 31.08.2018 with
cost reduction conditions.

Ashline
Ennis

40

Stage 2 submission to the Department being prepared by the appointed Design team.
Site investigations and surveys complete.

Cuan an
15
Chlair, Cahercalla. CAS

Stage 2 approval issued 3.09.2018 with cost
reduction conditions

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
SPORTS & RECREATION
• The Sports and Recreation Units Active Aged Strategy has been
implemented and is performing strongly. Our aim is to encourage
participation and by doing so improve the physical health,mental
health and well being of our senior customers. These benefits will
enhance the lives of all citizens.
• Currently In Place at Active Ennis Leisure Complex:
Specifically designed low impact Exercise Classes for the Older client - ‘Active Aged’ Exercise Classes
- ‘Aqua Aerobic’ Classes
- ‘Tai Chi’ Classes
- ‘Over 50’s’ Exercise Class (a recent addition to our Timetable).
Specific Equipment to aid Rehabilitation as well as suiting the older
client - Alter G Machine
- Moto-med Machine
- Support Bar in Swimming Pool.

• Green Flag
The Green Flag was awarded to Tim Smythe Park during the month
of August. The Green Flag Award scheme is the benchmark standard for parks and green spaces. It aims to recognize and reward the
best green spaces and encourage high environmental standards.
Our Active Ennis/Kilrush Facilities Manager Richard Murphy is a
qualified Green Flag Adjudicator himself and therefore Clare County
Council has the advantage of his expertise in ensuring our Parks and
Green Spaces are at the top level within this field.
• Lees Road Woodland
A survey of was carried out by an Arborist from Ecoplan Forestry
during the summer months. The Lees Road Woodland has been
declared extremely beautiful, incredibly rare, mixed woodland of
enormous biodiversity and uniqueness – containing beech, sycamore, ash, oak, larch, Norway Spruce and Scot pine, along with the
more minor species of hazel, holly and whitethorn. The Arborist
stated that pure native Irish woodlands actually have far less diversity and habitat than Lees Road Woodland – the age, species and
height diversity of the Lees Road woodland trees and shrubs creating a range of habitats for a wealth of flora and fauna. It was noted
how beneficial the good network of well-maintained footpaths are
to society, both young and old.

We also offer discount rates on Membership and Casual Usage to
our Golden Years customers.
• Testimony received from a customer during August:
“My name is ... , aged 81 and I use the Alter G in Ennis gym [Active Ennis Leisure Complex] for half an hour every week. I have a
bad back and can’t stand or walk for too long. The Alter G gives
me the means to exercise my legs without hurting my back. It has
also helped me with my blood pressure. I feel the lack of exercise
if I don’t go, I stiffen up. I also like going to meet the instructors
who are helpful and kind. Many thanks to everyone” (dated 17th
August 2018)

• Proposed Developments:
- ‘Gym for All’ Fitness Programmes – which will be tailor-made for
the Older Client
- Tim Smythe Park and Lees Road – Sand based gritted areas that
will contain “games” such as Outdoor Chess/Draughts/Bowls Area.
• “Gym for All” Pilot Programme at Active Ennis Leisure Centre
Two Brothers of Charity Clients have greatly benefited from the
free Programme and Fitness Test that was provided to them by our
highly qualified and dedicated Fitness Instructors. The Clients were
accompanied on each visit to the Gym by their Support Workers –
the cost remaining as always just €4.50 per client per visit (Support
Workers do not pay as they are accompanying). At 3 Month Intervals, the Client is reassessed and adjustments made to Programme
if necessary. The offer of this “Gym for All” Programme has hence
been rolled out to – Brothers of Charity, the Irish Wheelchair Association and Enable Ireland. The “Gym for All” will in the future also
be part of the “Healthy Clare Strategy”.
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A simple Management Plan was recommended - A close-to-nature, continuous-cover management system which
involves low-impact, sensitive harvesting to re-space stems and remove dead and dying trees (which may then provide a sustainable
income).
- This sensitive, selective harvesting would mimic nature by opening small gaps in the canopy which would then be freely colonised
by naturally regenerating broadleaved species.
- By harvesting ‘little and often’ on a 5-year rotation the woodland
will become safer for the public, be naturally rejuvenated, structure
and diversity would improve, and habitats for a range of species
would be even further increased. All this at little to no cost to Clare
County Council.
• CAR PARK Upgrade
1 Electrical Point will be installed at the Car Park in Active Ennis, 2
will be installed at Lees Road. Our Disability Spaces are to be enlarged and extended from 6 spaces to 8 spaces, with a new space
at the Gym Entrance side of the Complex. Additional Car Parking
spaces will be installed at the Elm Park side.
• Summer Camp and Intensive Weekly Swimming Lessons
All throughout the summer, we had full capacity in both our Summer Camp and our Intensive Weekly Swimming Lessons. The organised structure of Camp and Classes combined with the diligence
and team work of our staff members resulted in great feedback of
positivity and appraisal from the children and their guardians.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Cultural Services
– Library, Arts, Museum, Archives
Clare Library Service

•
The Local Studies Centre has acquired the Westby Estate rentals and maps, 1851. This is an important resource for
historians and genealogists, affording a glimpse of the extensive
Westby holdings in Clare after the Famine and mass evictions.
Also in Local Studies, a group from the Accredited Genealogists
of Ireland visited in August where they heard a talk on relevant
source material.

•
Films were shown in Killaloe and Scariff and the second
of the Clare Library Podcasts was made available. Repair works
were carried out at Newmarket-on-Fergus library.
•
The Summer Stars Reading Adventure ran for children
in all library branches during July and August. Children were invited to register at their local library and enjoy reading many
books during the summer holidays.

•
In July the ‘Book of Happiness’, a Creative Ireland
event, consisting of a series of Creative Writing Workshops for
Writers in Scariff library begun. These four writing workshops
explored notions of happiness in fiction and memoir writing
through the lens of character, plot, point of view, dialogue and
endings. Using a range of creative writing techniques, participants had the opportunity to generate new material for their
own work and add to a collective response.
•
National Heritage Week took place in August. Clare
County Library participated with a variety of events in libraries around the county. The ‘Song of Granite’ film was shown at
Scariff and Kilrush libraries. ‘Reconnecting with Celtic Trees for
Wisdom and Peace’, a discussion with Jackie Queally, took place
at Ennis and Shannon libraries. ‘Making Connections’ - a listening room event showcasing oral histories from Ennis took place
at Ennis library. A selection of oral history clips from the Cuimhneamh an Chláir archive were used. Joseph McCooey, Archaeologist, presented ‘Medieval Heritage of Doolin’ in Ennistymon
Library. Also, in August, author and former Armagh Gaelic footballer Oisín McConville visited Scariff library to read and discuss
his book The Gambler, which relives his darkest hours, his parallel footballing highlights and his full recovery. This event was in
conjunction with the Scariff Harbour Festival.

All participants received a Summer Stars Reading Card to record
and track their own progress and were presented with reading
incentives along the way. The participating children will be invited to a special awards ceremony in September.
•
Family orientated events took place in all library
branches over the two months including storytelling with worldrenowned storytellers Niall de Burca and Pat Ryan, chess classes
at Ennistymon Library, Cool Planet Talks by Cool Planet Champion Anne Marie Harrington along with interactive presentations
on being dog-friendly, responsible dog owners for parents and
children from Dogs Trust. Many branches ran a specific summer
activities programme over a week or two week period for children.

•
‘Caring for the Planet and Ourselves’ - a workshop and
discussion forum at Scariff library was facilitated by Christina
Czech, teacher and writer. She directed the sharing of ideas and
the exploration of ways to respond mindfully to today’s challenges. The annual art exhibition in Kilrush library was held,
showcasing the work of local Artists. It included a large selection of art in many different styles & media with a variety to
appeal to all.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Cultural Services
– Library, Arts, Museum, Archives

Clare Arts Office
•
Six Riches of Clare concerts took place in July, one in

conjunction with the Meitheal Summer School and three in
conjunction with Fleadh Cheoil an Chláir. The highest audience
ever was recorded at one of this year’s July concerts with 220 in
attendance. Artworks were also installed on roundabouts in Ennis for Fleadh Cheoil an Chláir. A further Riches of Clare Concert
took place in August as part of the Feakle Festival of Traditional
Music. Eight exhibitions took place in Ennis, Scariff and Kilkee.

•
The museum was awarded its certificate for Full Accreditation under the Museum Standards Programme for Ireland ( A Heritage Council initiative) in July. It remains current
for five years, and is a platform for the sustainable development
of the museum during that period.

•
A First Friday artist talk took place in collaboration with
the Ennis Street Arts Festival in July.
•
The DUALA - Creator in Residence Scheme, in partnership with the Irish Traditional Music Archive was also launched
in July.
•
The first two public art commissions were announced
through the Gaining Ground Programme in August, these were
- Folk Radio - a community arts radio project in the XPO in
Kilnaboy andThe Gangani Legacy - a sound and music art piece
featuring contributions from people throughout West Clare.

•
Work is continuing to ensure that Clare Museum is
GDPR compliant going forward. It will require the Museum Curator changing/finding a new room in the building for his office.
•
In relation to the “Creative Ireland Programme”, the
search to identify a site for excavation is continuing, with a site
at Moveen in West Clare under assessment at present.

•
A full programme of events (41 in total) took place in
Cultúrlann Sweeney, Kilkee in July and August

Clare Museum
•
Footfall in the museum was up marginally during July,
despite the fine weather taking visitors out of town. Compared
to August 2017 footfall was down this year – last year’s elevated
August numbers were due to the Fleadh in Ennis. During August
the bulk of visitors appear to be Irish family groups, rather than
foreign tourists.

•
Significant progress has been made with the heirs of Dr
Patrick Hillery regarding the regularisation of the Patrick Hillery
Collection at the museum during July and August. It is hoped to
conclude the process by the end of September.
•
The total number of items catalogued to the collection
currently stands at 2,437, with 1,028 items catalogued during
2018, so far. The museum hosted two lunchtime lectures during
Heritage Week.
Archives
•
The digitisation of Rural District Council Minute Books
has begun, and the Ennis section (26 volumes) has now been
completed.
•
A large acquisition of Corporate Services files has been
received, these files will need to be catalogued and shelved in
the Records Centre in the coming months.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
West Clare Visitor Information Point
Rural Development Officers

Kilrush Visitor Information Point for West Clare reopened to the
public in July. Located at the former Lillis Travel Agency office in
the town square, the service is a rural development and tourism
initiative of Clare County Council in the West Clare Municipal District and is supported by Kilrush Chamber of Commerce.
Pat Dowling, Chief Executive, and Leonard Cleary, Director of Rural Development and West Clare MD pictured with the four newly
appointed Rural & Community Development Officers (L-R) Jennifer O’Brien, Niamh Wiley, Margaret Cotter and David Bennett.

New strategic direction for Cliffs
of Moher Visitor Experience

The role of the Visitor Information Point is to promote West Clare
and the Loop Head Peninsula and to point visitors in the direction
of the many attractions, festivals and events, and places to eat and
stay throughout the area.

Discussions are underway with persons in the below sectors:
•
Tourism & commercial entrepreneur
•
Public Service/Local Government
•
Failte Ireland
•
Financial Expertise

As part of Clare County Council’s commitment to rural tourism, the Rural Development Directorate is exploring a new
strategic direction for the Cliffs of Moher Visitor experience
which currently attracts 1.5m visitors annually. The Council is
considering new approaches to developing a more sustainable visitor management strategy and commercial operation to benefit local rural communities in Clare. Clare County
Council owns the Cliffs of Moher Visitor Centre and manages
the operation through a special purpose vehicle company.

At present Clare County Council has 2 Elected Members on the
boards of Kilrush Amenity Trust Ltd and Glór Ltd. It is proposed
that 2 Elected Members will sit on the board as directors of the
Cliffs of Moher Centre Ltd to be appointed for the period from
September 2018 to the end of the current Council term. The
nominated directors will be reviewed and appointed by the incoming Council in June 2019 at the next AGM. The Board will
be chaired by an independent external nominee in line with
best practice. The Rural Development Directorate will provide
the executive management support to the Board and staff.

It is proposed to draw together a small group of persons to
renew the Board of this company. These persons will have a
diverse knowledge of the tourism industry/product development, marketing, commercial development, finance, local government, local community and governance. The Council needs
to involve persons of senior leadership calibre in the board.

The new staff shuttle bus

Staff at the new coach park operations building
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
July/August 2018 Actions: Monthly Management Report for the September Meeting of Clare County Council.

Rural Regeneration Fund
As part of Project Ireland 2040, the Government has committed to providing an additional €1 billion for a new Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (“the Fund”) over the period
2019 to 2027. The Fund will provide investment to support
rural renewal for suitable projects in towns and villages with
a population of less than 10,000, and outlying areas. It will be
administered by the Department of Rural and Community Development.
The Rural Development Directorate is co-ordinating the Council’s
funding applications. The new Fund provides an unprecedented
opportunity to support the revitalisation of rural Ireland, to make
a significant and sustainable impact on rural communities, and
to address de-population in small rural towns, villages and rural areas. It will be a key instrument to support the objectives
of the National Planning Framework, and in particular to achieve
Strengthened Rural Economies and Communities – one of the
National Strategic Outcomes of the NPF. Initial funding of €315
million is being allocated to the Fund on a phased basis over the
period 2019 to 2022.
The first call for proposals under the Fund is being launched in
July 2018 and submissions are invited under two categories for
projects greater than a cost of €500,000.
Category 1: “Ready-to-Go” proposals, or initial phases of projects
which can be commenced in 2019, which have the necessary consents (e.g. planning) in place, are at an advanced stage of design,
are in a position to satisfy value-for-money requirements in accordance with the Public Spending Code, and are procurementready.
Category 2: Proposals that have clear potential and quantifiable
objectives but require further development to enable them to
be potentially submitted as Category 1 proposals in subsequent
funding calls.

Kilkee Tidy Towns preparations
Photo of Kilkee Tidy Towns preparations underway with John
O’Malley, A/S.E.E., Clare County Council and Mary Arthur of Kilkee
Tidy Towns Committee.
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Graduation ceremony for Clare
Comhairle na nÓg members

Mayor of Clare, Councillor Michael Begley, and Mayor of
Ennis, Councillor Clare Colleran Molloy, presented awards
to members of Clare Comhairle na nÓg in recognition of
their work on behalf of young people across Clare during
the past 12 months.
It was a busy year for the ‘Youth Council’ whose work included conducting travel surveys across the county, hosting
Icelandic visitors, attending Dáil na nÓg in Dublin, presenting to the Joint Oireachtas Committee, becoming Ambassadors for MacAfee Cyber Safety in Cork and running Workshops in NUIG Galway.
The group also hosted two successful AGM’s in Ennis and
Spanish Point, presented to the Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) for Rural Development; provided input into the
development of the Rural Development Strategy; made an
appearance on RTÉ News; and participated in the Shoebox
Appeal in support of the Mid West Suicide Prevention Action Plan - Connecting for Life!
Following the graduation ceremony at Áras Contae an
Chláir, six Comhairle representatives travelled to the Royal
Hibernian Academy in Dublin on invitation from the Taoiseach to the launch of the Action Plan for Online Safety.
The invite was extended on foot of Clare Comhairle’s mentoring programme on Cyber safety with McAfee and their
presentation to the Joint Oireachtas Committee in 2018.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT
July/August 2018 Actions: Monthly Management Report for the September Meeting of Clare County Council.

Joint Policing Committee
A meeting of the Joint Policing Committee was held on 9th July,
2018. A short presentation was given by Dr. Maureen Griffin, on
Cyber Safety Awareness which focused on information and ways
to protect children on line. This will be followed up by a more
in-depth talk “Social Media: Challenges for Parents” arranged for
25th October 2018. This is a free event starting 7:30pm in the
Great Hall, Templegate Hotel, Ennis, all are welcome. Chief Supt.
John Kerin also provided an update on policing activity.

Town & Village Renewal Scheme
- Cnoc na Gaoithe, Tulla

In order to build on the success of the existing Cnoc na
Gaoithe centre and continue to attract national and international groups, students and visitors its services have
been expanded by offering accommodation (see before
and after photographs above).
The proposed expansion sought to turn the first floor of the
building into facilities capable of hosting up to 30 visitors.
This project came to fruition using the €100,000 in funding
provided by the Town and Village Renewal Scheme. The images above show before and after pictures of the community room which was just one of the rooms renovated for
the accommodation section. Additionally there were also
bedrooms, ensuite bathrooms and a hallway renovated
during this project, which was completed in June 2018. The
accommodation opened on 1st July 2018.

Ham radio operators tune
into Loop Head Lighthouse

Piper’s Plaza Miltown Malbay
The launch of the Pipers’ Plaza in Miltown Malbay took place on
Wednesday 11th July 2018. This Plaza was created in the autumn of
2017 by John Malone and Liam Carroll using local Rockmount Flagstone. It was funded from the Public Area Enhancement Scheme

Ham radio enthusiasts convened at Loop Head Lighthouse
in County Clare in August to connect with fellow operators
based at hundreds of lighthouses and lightships around
the world.
For the eighth year running, Limerick Radio Club members
from Limerick, Clare, Kerry and Tipperary broadcast nonstop for 48 hours from the West Clare Lighthouse on 18-19
August as part of the 21st International Lighthouse / Lightship Weekend (ILLW).
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Clare County Council, along with the Commissioners of Irish
Lights (CIL), facilitated the broadcast from Loop Head Lighthouse while the Limerick Radio Club has also received approval from the Communications Regulator (ComReg).

PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Economic Development

of Education will now proceed to detailed design.
•
Further to the approval of the Members to the leasing of
the Mill House, Haven Horizons took up occupation of the building
on 15th August 2018, which allows them to further develop their
services.
•
Contracts have been signed for the disposal of a derelict site in Kilkishen and the works should be completed within 6
months of the signing of the contract.
•
Contracts have been signed for the acquisition of lands
at the entrance to Clonroadmore Business Park, which will enable
improvement works to be done in this area by the Ennis Municipal
District.
•
Refurbishment works are being carried out to the Ennistymon District office and to date, the leaking roof has been replaced
and arrangements are being made to carry out improvements to
the offices.
•
Licence agreements have been signed with some users
of public property in order to regulate such use and to ensure that
those using Council lands are fully insured and that they indemnify the Council. This generally applies to areas where community
groups are using facilities.

Ennis 2040 Economic Development and Spatial Strategy

•
In June 2018 consultants GVA Grimley Ltd were engaged
to assist Clare County Council in the preparation of the Ennis 2040
Economic and Spatial Strategy with an expected completion date of
early 2019. Meetings of the Ennis 2040 Project Steering and Working Group have commenced.
Clare County Council together with the consultant team of GVA
Grimley Ltd will hold a targeted stakeholders event for the preparation of the Ennis 2040 Economic and Spatial and Strategy on
the 4th September 2018 in The Templegate Hotel in Ennis. The
purpose of this stakeholder engagement is to set out how GVA
Economic Consultants will involve a range of stakeholders in the
preparation of the Ennis 2040 Strategy. Invitations were issued to
stakeholders from all sectors (community, business, traders, elected members etc.) and it is anticipated that the feedback on the
evening will be a valuable tool for the formation of the plan in the
coming months. A public consultation event will be scheduled for
later date in October.

Atlantic Economic Corridor
•
In late June, Minister Seán Kyne launched a new online
hub, www.atlanticeconomiccorridor.ie. The website acts as a onestop shop offering information on the advice and supports for
people thinking of setting up a business in the region, or for those
interested in relocating and creating an Atlantic-coast lifestyle for
themselves or their families.
Clare County Council recently appointed an Atlantic Economic Corridor (AEC) Officer, Jennifer Collins, to support the work of the AEC
task-force and to develop and promote the initiative. The AEC officer is in the Economic Development Directorate and her work to
date involves assessment and identification of vacant enterprise
space in the town of Ennis and this will tie in with the work to be
commenced on the Ennis 2040 Economic and Spatial Plan. The AEC
concept aims to identify and connect the economic hubs, clusters
and catchments of the region to attract investment, support job
creation and contribute to an improved quality of life for those who
live there. For further information, contact jcollins@clarecoco.ie or
cgreene@clarecoco.ie. The contact tel. number is 065-6846452.

In addition to this event, a Steering Group Meeting and a presentation to the Elected Members of the Ennis Municipal District is
scheduled to take place on 3rd of September. A further Working
Group Meeting is scheduled to take place on 4th September.
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES)
•
It is anticipated that the Southern Regional Assembly will
have a draft RSES for public display by the end of September. Ongoing discussions, meetings and consultations are taking place with
the Regional Assembly, further to the submissions made on behalf
of the Elected Members of Clare County Council and the Strategic Policy Committee for Economic Development earlier this year.
The focus is on ensuring a number of key economic and spatial priorities for the County are be included in the draft RSES, together
with advocating for sustainable population targets for County Clare
to be assigned, following the publication of the ‘Implementation
Roadmap for the National Planning Framework’.
Property Management
•
Following the approval by the members of the Part VIII for
refurbishment works to the proposed Quin Road Campus, detailed
design is being carried out.
•
Further meetings have been held with L.I.T. to assist them
in developing options to provide additional space in order to expand their delivery of third level courses in Ennis.
•
A well attended public information evening was held on
28th August from 5.00pm to 7.00pm for the allotment holders in
Shannon to discuss with staff the site for the relocation of the allotments in Shannon, the time frames and the other issues of concern
to them.
• Contracts have been signed with the Department of Education
for the site for the new Gaelscoil Donnacha Rua in Shannon. This
was approved by the Elected Members in 2017. The Department
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF)

As part of Project Ireland 2040, the Government announced the establishment of a new Urban Regeneration and Development Fund
(URDF), in July, primarily to support the compact growth and sustainable development of Ireland’s five cities and other large urban
centres. For Clare, the areas that can benefit under the fund are
the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan area and the towns of Shannon
and Ennis.

The Department of Housing, Planning & Local Government (DHPLG) has responsibility for implementing the URDF, which has an
allocation of €2 billion in the National Development Plan (NDP) to
2027, primarily to support the compact growth and sustainable
development of Ireland’s five cities and other large urban centres.
In line with the objectives of the National Planning Framework
(NPF), the fund is designed to leverage a greater proportion of residential and commercial development, supported by infrastructure,
services and amenities, within the existing built ‘footprint’ of our
larger settlements.
The fund will operate on a competitive, bid-based, multi-annual
basis, with proposals being required to demonstrate that they will
be:
• For the delivery and/or further development innovative and
transformational urban regeneration projects;
• Public-sector led and with the option of community and/or private sector partners;
• Matched by at least 25% direct funding from other public and/
or private sources;
• A minimum bid of €2m for the towns of Ennis and Shannon and
a minimum of €10 million for the Limerick / Shannon Metropolitan
area;
• A catalyst for development that would not otherwise occur;
• Likely to leverage significant further public and private sector
investment.
The call for proposals for funding is open until Friday 28th September 2018 and work is progressing in determining what projects may
be submitted by the Council under this fund. Full details on the
fund can be found at www.gov.ie/2040 or www.npf.ie.
Development Management
•
81 planning applications were received by Clare County
Council during the month of July and 76 in August bringing the
total number received to date for 2018 to 695.
•
19 pre-planning applications were received during the
month of July and 24 in August bringing the total received to date
for 2018 to 200.
Planning Enforcement
•
15 complaints were received, 40 warning letters were issued, 4 enforcement notices were served, 14 files were closed and

2 legal cases were initiated during the month of July.
•
11 complaints were received, 11 warning letters were issued, 12 enforcement notices were served, 12 files were closed
and 1 legal case was initiated during the month of August.
Taking in Charge
•
Reports recommending the taking in charge of a further
7 estates have been submitted for approval at Municipal District
meetings while maps are being prepared to progress the taking in
charge of a further 11 estates.
•
Work is ongoing on 6 estates where the bondholder is
completing the works and the estates team are continuing to monitor progress on these estates.
•
The estates team are preparing tender packs for remedial
works programmes on a number of estates for which bond monies
have been paid over. The focus will be on priority remedial works
that will enable the estate to be completed to a standard required
for taking in charge.
•
The successful remediation and works undertaken to the
previously unfinished housing development at Aishling estate in
Ennis has been shortlisted under the Enhancing the Urban Environment at the Chambers Ireland Excellence in Local Government
Awards.
Conservation, Archaeology and Built Heritage
Heritage Week took place between the 18th and 26th August. This
year’s theme was ‘Share a Story, Make a Connection’ and a record
108 events took place in Clare with thousands of people attending.
Local events included lectures, field trips, film screenings, workshops, exhibitions, and local history walks and talks. Heritage Week
is coordinated by The Heritage Council Nationwide, and is part of
European Heritage Days in which over 40 countries participate
each year promoting awareness of our built, natural and cultural
heritage as well as sharing Europe’s common cultural heritage.

•
The Planning Department and Architectural Conservation Officer (ACO) facilitated the following meetings: Clare
Local Development Company, Creative Ireland, Sixmilebridge
Old Courthouse, Burren College of Art, Newtown Castle, Ennis
Court House, Tuamgraney Limekiln and Church, Kilkishen Tidy
Towns, Cahircalla Housing Project and Knappogue Castle.
•
The ACO facilitated repair works to Templemaley Medieval Church and Noughaval Old Church. The ACO also advised
on repairs to:
•
Market House, Mountshannon
•
O’Brien’s Tower, Cliffs of Moher
•
An Cabhail Mhór, Killinaboy
•
Old Forge, Kilkishen
•
West End House, Kilkee
•
Lightkeepers House, Scattery Island
•
House, Clouna, Ennistymon
•
Shannon Old Terminal Building
•
Drumcliffe Graveyard
•
Quinville House, Quin
•
Abbey House, Killaloe
•
Ennis Garda Station, Abbeyfield
•
Ennis Courthouse
•
Kilkee Old Railway Station
•
Doonagore House, Kilkee
•
Maiville, Lisdoonvarna
•
Maoin Ceoil, Ennis
•
Gleninagh Pier
•
Bunratty Castle
•
Drumcliffe Graveyard
•
Mount Ievers Court, Sixmilebridge
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Conservation, Archaeology and Built Heritage

•
Lime Mortar Preparation and Masonry Ruin Repair
Training Course - The ACO facilitated a lime mortar preparation
and masonry ruin repair weekend on 17-19th August at An Cabhail Mhór, Killinaboy, organised by SPAB (Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings) and attended by over 60 participants.

•
Heritage Week 2018 – During Heritage Week 2018, the
ACO gave public talks on recent repairs to a Romanesque Window at Templemaley Church, Ennis, Dysert O’Dea monuments
and Cratloemoyle Castle.
•
Section 57 Declarations were prepared for Ennis Garda
Station, Aghy Bridge, Quilty and Queen’s Hotel, Ennis.
•
The ACO inspected conservation works undertaken to:
Templemaley Church, Ennis; Freaghcastle Boathouse, Miltown
Malbay; Feakle Thatched House; Westbourne House, Ennis.
•
Notifications for works were sent to the National Monuments Service for Rath Mediaeval Church, Corofin.
Forward Planning
•
Villages Studies - The Planning Department are finalising the pilot study for 6 large and small villages for housing
potential and public realm enhancement works which is an
objective of the Clare County Development Plan 2017-2023.
Broadford, Whitegate, Mullagh, Flagmount, Cooraclare and
Carrigaholt are being progressed. A site suitability assessment
was organised for a residential site in Broadford in partnership
with the landowner. The next step will be to prepare the plans
for public circulation and to arrange public consultation events
in the local communities.
•
Shannon Town Park – The closing date for tenders to
be received on e-tenders was the 27th August and 5 tenders
were received. The next step is to assess and award the contract. It is hoped to commence works on site as soon as possible.
•
Marine Spatial Planning - A Marine Spatial Planning
Public Consultation event was held in Clare County Council on
July 10th where representatives from the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government presented on the preparation of the roadmap and the initial plans in relation to progressing the Marine Spatial Plan. This will allow all stakeholders
within County Clare who have an interest in the preparation of
this plan to have an initial say and to input to the process.
•
Ennis Town Opportunity Sites - Draft masterplans have
been received on opportunity sites OP1, OP4 and OP5 and OP9
(Post Office Field & Analog building, the Boys National School
site and the Briar Lane site.) Currently these masterplans are
being reviewed and comments/observations compiled.
•
Ballyallia Enhancement Plan - The Planning Section
assisted the local community group, who were successful in

obtaining funding for an enhancement plan for Ballyallia Lake
and environs. A brief was prepared and tendered and a preferred consultant has been nominated. An on-site meeting with
the consultant and community group also attended by staff
from the Planning Section took place in August and it is hoped
that this masterplan will be progressed further in the coming
months.
•
Kilrush Signage Plan – Revisions to the consultant’s
proposals have been received and approved. The next step will
be agreeing the location, text and finalising details.
•
Doolin Pier Visitor Centre and Doolin Enhancement
Strategy - Essentially there are two strands to this project, the
design and build of the Visitor Centre, and the preparation of
a Doolin Village Enhancement Plan, both of which have been
progressing in parallel over the last number of months. Following significant public consultation on the Doolin Village
Enhancement Plan, including a public meeting on 24th July
in Hotel Doolin, over 60 people attended and endorsed the
Doolin Village Enhancement Plan. This concluded this element of the overall project. In terms of the Pier and the Visitor
Services Building, this remains the focus of the overall project,
following significant work over the last number of months
investigating flood risk appraisal, environmental assessments
and wastewater treatment options.
EMPLOYMENT & LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE

• Training: LEO Clare hosted six different training courses in July
and August, attended by 83 clients. The workshops included A
Simple Guide for SMEs to Get Ready for GDPR, Building a Business
Brand and Packaging, and Preparing for Tradeshows.
• Outreach: LEO Clare hosted an outreach business advice Clinic
in Killaloe on July 5th, which was attended by a number of local
clients and potential entrepreneurs.
• Irish Quality Food Awards: Clare food and drink producers showcased their products to leading names in the Irish food & drink industry as well as some of the country’s most prominent retail buyers, as part of a joint initiative with the Irish Quality Food Awards.
•

Trading Online Voucher Survey:
LEO Clare conducted a survey on the impact of our Trading Online
Voucher (TOV) scheme, with very positive client response since receiving the website development grant including:
- 81% indicated an increase in revenue, with 64% seeing an increase of >20%
- Almost 50% of respondents increased their international sales
LEO Clare will hold an information evening in Killaloe on Tuesday
9th October.
•
Media Publicity for Clients: Two LEO clients received local media coverage for their recent success:
- Cornucopia launched a new website, using the LEO Trading Online Voucher grant, and is experiencing increased national and international sales as a result.
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HUMAN RESOURCES

•
During the months of July and August, 14 courses were delivered through
the Learning and Development Unit with
87 staff attending. These courses included ‘Health & Safety Line Manager’, Safe
Pass, Water Jetting, VDU Assessments,
Basis ICT Skills, Chainsaw and CSC Lighting & Guarding.
•
Forthcoming training will include
Asbestos Awareness, Managing Serious
Incidents, Banksman, Abrasive Wheels

and Lead Auditor training. There will
also be a presentation of Certificates for
2017/2018 participants on the Junior
Achievement Programme.

•
Under the ‘Continuing Education
Scheme’ there have been 4 applications
for the IPA Diploma in Local Government
Studies and 9 applications for the IPA
Certificate in Local Government Studies.
•
In July a number of recruitment
competitions were progressed which included interviews for posts of Archivist,

CORPORATE SERVICES

Technician Grade 1 (Environmental and
Civil/Architectural), Ganger, Clerical officers and Executive Librarians.
During August there were interviews for
Retained Fire Fighters (Shannon/Ennistimon), IS Technical Support Officers and
Financial Accountant.
Planned competitions for September include Irish Language Development Officer & Water Services Caretakers Grade 3.

Project Ireland 2040
On 30th May 2018 the Taoiseach launched Project Ireland 2040

The following tender opportunities have been published during funds for rural development, urban regeneration, climate action
July and August 2018:
and innovation.

Tender Description

Deadline
Date

Monies will be allocated competitively to the best projects which
leverage investment from other sources.

Construction Contract for Clare County
Library

3rd August 2018

Provision of Consultancy Services to
develop an innovative Clare Tourism
Strategy 2028

16th August 2018

Engineering Consultancy Services for Ballaghboy & Ballard Road

3rd August 2018

The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund of €2billion is
designed to leverage a greater proportion of residential and commercial development supported by infrastructure, services and
amenities, within the existing built up areas of our larger urban settlements. The fund will target the five cities and other larger urban
centres. 59 eligible cities and towns have been identified which include Ennis and Shannon.

Due Diligence Reports for Community
Leisure Centres

31st August 2018

Ennistymon Innovation Centre & Office
Development

13th August 2018

Monochrome Multi Function Printer

10th August 2018

Control of Dogs

10th August 2018

Pavement Overlay 2018– National Routes

17th August 2018

Ennis South Flood Relief - Construction
Contract

21st August 2018

Architectural Consultancy Services for
Kilmaley & Kimihil & Sixmilebridge

24th August 2018

Civil & Structural Engineering Services for
Kilmaley & Kimihil & Sixmilebridge

24th August 2018

Mechanical & Electrical Engineering Serv- 24th August 2018
ices for Kilmaley & Kimihil & Sixmilebridge
Quantity Surveying Services for Kilmaley
& Kimihil & Sixmilebridge

24th August 2018

O’Briensbridge Repair Works

29th August 2018

Traveller Accommodation Works

31st August 2018

Hedgecutting

31st August 2018

LCDC Survey

4 September 2018

FINANCE
Included on the agenda for this month’s meeting is the “Interim
Finance Report”.
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The Rural Regeneration and Development Fund of €1billion is designed to deliver strategic outcomes of Project Ireland 2040 and in
particular to strengthen rural economies and rural communities,
by rejuvenating smaller towns and villages, helping to diversify employment opportunities in rural areas, supporting the development
of rural communities and improving their quality of life. The fund
will target towns and villages with a population of less than 10,000
people.
The funds will be open to applications from state agencies, local
government, business, educational institutions, chambers of commerce, and others but the ideal applications will be collaborative
efforts that break down barriers and silos. Detailed criteria is being
developed with the first call for proposals to be announced in the
coming weeks and submissions by the end of September. Work is
ongoing in identifying suitable “ ready to go” projects that can be
initiated immediately.
Large Scale Sports Infrastructure Fund
The National Development Plan (NDP) has confirmed the establishment of a new Large Scale Sports Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF).
An initial amount of €100m has been provided in the plan for the
period 2019 to 2027. State aid rules will apply to the programme
and priority will be given to projects that are sponsored by a local

authority and/or a National Governing Body (NGB).

The Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport has commenced drafting the terms and conditions of the new scheme
and it is expected that applications will be invited in the late
summer. Management Team is actively examining suitable proposals for submission for funding in the Large Scale Sports Infrastructure Fund category.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS
• TII’s allocation of core grants for 2018 amounts to a total of €2.07
million for Clare while the DTTaS grants amount to a total of €23.537
million and represent a significant increase over 2017. The most notable features include increases of between 15 and 20% in respect of
the key Improvement and Surface Dressing grants, almost €450,000
to cater for road drainage requirements (a new grant category)
which has in turn been topped up by a contribution of €300,000
from this year’s enhanced IPB Dividend and €1.25 million to facilitate completion of the Latoon Bridge project. Following on from the
approval of the SMDW by all 4 MDs in March, the Roads programme
is well advanced throughout the county. The major remediation
contract at Latoon Bridge has progressed through a very intensive
programme – it is on schedule and substantially completed. It reopened to traffic on 25 May. Construction work is well underway on
the Mountrivers bridge on the N67 at Doonbeg. The works consist of
the demolition of the existing bridge and the construction of a new
two-span bridge of reinforced concrete with masonry finish including a local realignment of the N-67 at the bridge. A rehabilitation
contract has commenced on Bank Place Bridge, Ennis. Works are
programmed for completion by the end of September.
• The Council submitted an application to the DTTaS earlier this year
for a CIS allocation of €1,335,000 to undertake 37 projects. The DTTaS has confirmed funding of the full amount sought with the fund-

PUBLIC LIGHTING
The key priorities in relation to public lighting include complete
changeover to LED technology, achievement of the 2020 Carbon
footprint reduction target and replacement of supporting infrastructure where required. Present indications are that financial arrangements are likely to be put in place to facilitate Local Authorities in upgrading to LED technology which in turn would support
very significant energy savings. The aspiration is that this upgrading would be achieved on a cost neutral basis, but over the coming
years the Council will have to find significant additional funding to
cover the cost of replacement of other infrastructure such as defective columns and brackets, ducting, upgrade of lanterns in estates
that are to be taken in charge etc. This will be significant and much

ing being provided over 2018 (€600,000) and 2019 (€735,000). The
2018 CIS projects are underway with works on projects in 2019 to be
undertaken early in 2019.
• The Council has been allocated a sum of €482,000 for LIS schemes
for this year and the schedule of 13 schemes which was submitted
to the Department of Rural and Community Development on foot
of same has been approved. Works have been completed on these
schemes since the end of July and completed certified claims are
being submitted to the Department in respect of same. A secondary schedule of 22 schemes, in the amount of €891,138, has also
been submitted for funding approval and Clare Co Council will be
eligible to receive additional LIS funding in 2018, should such funding become available, as a result of having completed and claimed
approved grants on time.
• The overlay work for Bealaha on the N67 has been included in an
Irish Water contract for watermain rehabilitation. A contractor has
been appointed by Irish Water to carry out the amalgamated works.
Confirmation of a start date on the ground is awaited.
• A contract for overlays on National Roads has been procured and
works will be completed around the county in September/October
2018.
• To reflect the enhanced Roads allocations this year, a recruitment
programme to facilitate the employment of 12 additional outdoor
staff was completed.
of this work needs to be undertaken urgently – a current review of
the strategy is considering whether it may be feasible to include replacement of the infrastructure most in need of attention as part of
the changeover to LED. It is likely that, for the purpose of LED retrofitting, the country will be divided into 3 regions with the Southern
region, which would probably include Clare, being the first to go to
tender – possibly within 12 to 18 months.
For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options available
to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults:
• Internet: Direct reporting on our website – airtricitysolutions.com
• Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions Call Centre@ 1850 372 772
• Local Authority Identification – via clarecoco.ie / 0656821616.

Capital Delivery/Project Management Office
To ensure a robust, streamlined and efficient system for the
management and delivery of Clare’s Major Capital Projects, we
are researching industry best practice in terms of the necessary
training and IT supports required.
Following the roll out of same, we will be better placed in terms
of project selection, project prioritisation and critically, in terms
of compliance with the various codes and standards that apply.
For the majority of our projects, these include the Public Spending Code, TII’s Project Appraisal Guidelines (PAG), the DTTaS’s
Common Appraisal Framework (CAF) and the DHP&LG’s Capital
Works Management Framework (CWMF).
In July, the PMO welcomed a new member of staff when Executive Engineer Gráinne Reddan joined the team from her previous
post in the Environment Section. Gráinne has very good project
experience from previous private sector experience both here
and in Australia.
The current status of some of the main projects being worked on
in the past month is as follows:
• Killaloe Bridge and By-Pass – Acquisition of the necessary

lands is ongoing, some by agreement, more through the Arbitration process. This will continue in to the New Year but crucially,
doesn’t prevent other works from happening in parallel. To this
end, the newly appointed Consultants for the detailed design,
tender preparation and Construction stages, RPS, are progressing on with the project. In particular in river survey work which
is time critical has been procured following agreement and good
collaboration with the NPWS, Inland Fisheries and Waterways
Ireland. We are liaising with the DTTaS Inspector to ensure the
project advances at the optimum pace through the various
stages remaining and have a Project Steering Group Meeting arranged for September 7th.
•
Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – An
update briefing to both the Killaloe and Shannon MD Members
took place on July 6th last. Roughan O’Donovan with support
from AECOM are our Consultants on this project. The next steps
include meetings with Department (DTTAS) and TII officials to
move it on to the next stage of approval. Following a NoM raised
at the Shannon MD level, the impact of the LNDR on the local
road network at Knockalisheen and the village of Parteen will be
considered further.
				
Continued next page ----->
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• Ennistymon Inner Relief Road & Bridge Crossing (Blakes Corner) –
Work on this project is continuing with a Constructability Survey and
other baseline surveys required under the Planning Permission being carried out. The Procurement of Consultants for the next stage is
ongoing. Fee proposals have been received and are being reviewed
at present. Following their appointment, the next steps include:
- Finalise scheme design – identify all lands required to construct
the scheme
- Obtain technical approvals for bridge, Departures and Road Safety
Audit
- Prepare Cost Estimate and update Project Appraisal Report
- Liaise with landowners from now to year end and publish CPO
Documents before the end of the year.

•
N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme – Since the last
report, Apex have completed their topographical Survey on the
ground. This has allowed the draft Flood Risk Assessment Report
to be completed by JBA Consulting Engineers which has now issued
to our Consultants Kilgallen & Partners for their consideration. The
draft Flood Risk Assessment report requires road level adjustments
to the proposed road alignment, consideration on diverting a stream
and approval from the OPW (Section 50) for the proposed new structures. This work is ongoing and is necessary prior to the Part VIII
being applied for, hopefully before the end of the year.
•
N19 Shannon Airport Access Road – Following review of
our Project Appraisal Plan by the TII, it has now been forwarded to
DTTAS for their consideration and approval. A Steering Group meeting has been arranged for mid September.
•
Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – The members will be
aware of the necessity to retender this project which was advertised
in late July. The deadline for receipt of tenders is 21st September
next. Having regard to the OJEU time limits, the complexity of the
project and the Builders holidays in August, this was the minimum
timeframe that we could have used. Significant interest in tendering
which will ensure good value for money. Elements of the previous

Tender are being done as advance works to speed up the time for
completion and the OPW have confirmed that the funding is secure.
•
Shannon Embankments – The Members will be aware that
the Council has been leading a steering group made up of the OPW,
DTTaS and the Shannon Group in relation to the condition of the
Estuary Embankments protecting Shannon Town, the Industrial Estate and the Airport. A briefing to the Shannon MD Members was
given at their meeting on July 17th last and since then, following
successful engagement with Minister Kevin Boxer Moran, Minister
Shane Ross and their officials, the report has now been finalised. It
is agreed that the protection of the town and airport embankments
should proceed as one project. The project will be advanced by Clare
County Council with cooperation and assistance from the OPW, the
DTTaS and the Shannon Group. The Feasibility Report identifies and
costs works that are deemed necessary to minimise and future proof
the risk of flooding in the area and has been recently circulated to all
members for your information. The next step is the procurement of
Consultants to develop the detailed design of what now needs to be
done and to prepare tender documentation for same.
•
CFRAMs: Following the Councils adoption at the July meeting of the current Flood Risk Management Plans under the CFRAMs
Process, we have formally applied to the OPW for our allocations
which are under the €1m threshold and which we will be directly
managing and delivering ourselves. These include Bunratty (€760k),
Killaloe (€310k) and Kilrush (€170k). The two larger Clare Projects
which are over the €1m threshold, namely Kilkee (€3.2m) and
Springfield (€1.1m) will be managed on a collaborative basis by ourselves and the OPW with the joint Steering Group Meeting for this
purpose scheduled for Sept 21st next. Members will be aware that
€6m for Shannon Town is also included under the ten year investment programme and further consideration on the Feasibility Study
for this project is ongoing. It should also be noted that areas outside
of CFRAMs will of course continue to be identified by Clare County
Council and funding sought under the OPW’s Minor Works Scheme.

STORM DAMAGE

The updated position in regard to the various Coastal and Flood/Storm damaged works is as follows:
PROJECT

CURRENT SITUATION

Cloughaninchy

Land acquisition and way leave maps prepared. Consultations with individual landowners continuing.

New Quay/Aughinish The Feasibility Study has been completed and has been submitted to the OPW for its consideration.
Doolin

The Feasibility Study is completed and has been submitted to the OPW for its consideration.

Liscannor Bay

Feasibility Study completed and submitted to the OPW for its consideration.

Lahinch South

The foreshore licence application is progressing. Work has begun on the tender documents.

Whitestrand
Miltown

An application for a coastal protection scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal erosion
protection scheme has been submitted to the OPW.

Quilty

Work on the re appraisal of the project in line with the recommendations of the OPW is advancing.

Spanish Point

An application for a coastal protection scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal erosion
protection scheme has been submitted to the OPW

Kilbaha

Feasibility Study completed and submitted to the OPW

Atlantic Coastline/IFA A meeting between all the relevant statutory authorities will take place in September to assess the environmental issues and to explore ways the scheme can be advanced. The Environmental Issues on this scheme
are challenging.
Estuary Coastline/IFA Works are now completed on repairs to the embankments and the reconstruction of a sluice at Inis Corker
Island, Kildysart. Tender documents are being prepared for the next elements of work at Carrownacalla and
Leadmore, Kilrush.
• Cumulative expenditure to date is in excess of €16.3 million.
• The sum remaining to be spent in relation to the coastal damage repair programme is €2.7 million. The programme is substantially
completed with the exception of the extension of the already completed Promenade revetment project in a Southerly direction at
the back of Lahinch village – refer to details in above table.
• Separately, the strategy pertaining to coastal strengthening proposals is ongoing – as per details set out in the above table.
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Flood Relief Schemes:
The up to date position in relation to each of the areas where we
have been progressing flood relief schemes is as follows:

•
Springfield, Clonlara: A Part 8 Planning Application has
been submitted. Land acquisition and way leave maps have been
prepared. Consultations with landowners have begun. Detailed
design is continuing.
•
Miltown Malbay: A Section 50 application is completed and will be submitted to the OPW shortly. This involved more
flood modelling and further topographical surveys than was initially considered necessary. Subject to approval from the OPW
work should commence in November 2018.
•
Ballyvaughan: The detail design and environmental assessment work is continuing. Additional survey was required.
This will impact on the date for submission of a part 8 application. Murtyclough: The formal planning process has commenced
and a decision is anticipated in September 2018. Pending funding approval, the tender process should get underway by October to be followed by a 4 to 6 month construction period.
•
Clarecastle (Thomond Villas): Environmental and topographical surveys of the location have begun. Following this the
Consultants will begin the detailed design and preparation of a
formal planning application following which, pending decision
on Planning Approval, an application for funding will be submitted to the OPW.
•
Minor Works Schemes: Clare County Council has applied to the OPW for funding to develop the following schemes
under the minor flood mitigation works scheme at Gort na nUll,
Sixmilebridge, Ballycorick, Ballynacally and Aughinish Island.
WATER SERVICES

Water
The Disinfection Project is largely complete but a number of issues remain outstanding. In some cases this has had the impact
of low Chlorine residuals in a number of locations throughout
the County. Corrective action was taken at each location to ensure the water quality remained at the required standard.
The following outages occurred in the Public network:
•
Several outages were experienced in the Doonbeg area
resulting in loss of supply to many customers during the period
•
Night restrictions continue in Tulla due to reduction in
water production capacity at Broadford Water Treatment Plant.
Clare Drought 2018
Lake and Borehole water levels continue to be monitored
throughout the county following lengthy dry period in July. As
the levels have not fully recovered to normal, restrictions on the
supply remain in place in North Clare and Tulla. The situation
continues to be monitored by Irish Water and it is anticipated
restrictions will remain in place until lake/borehole levels and
supply capacity returns to normal.
Wastewater
The new ESB Substation in Kilkee is complete. There are some
minor finishing works to the welfare and generator building required to complete the project. These works should be complete
in the coming weeks This will provide a stable secure power supply to the plant and also a backup generator supply.
2 new sludge de-hydrator units are now installed in Clareabbey and Sixmilebridge WWTP. The units when operational will
greatly reduce the number of tanker liquid sludge movements
from each plant and are currently going through a process proving stage.
CAPITAL PROJECTS
• Mott MacDonald has been appointed as Consulting Engineers
for the 2017-2021 Capital Investment Programme (CIP) in Clare.

Water Services reform and other issues:
Nationally, WRC recommendation in relation to the operation
and roll out of the Hand Held Units has been agreed and will be
implemented following clarification and guidance being issued.
Other Transformation Projects including the Leakage Management System, Planned Maintenance, the Lab Strategy and the
National Telemetry System continue to be progressed through
Steering Groups and Capital programmes.
Restructuring
Clare County Council is finalizing the implementation of a restructuring programme within Water Services into water and
wastewater operations in line with Irish Water structures and to
enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of operations.
Asset Transfer
Work in relation to Asset Transfer is ongoing with 146 No. assets
currently transferred to Irish Water and 6 No. assets are with the
National Special Projects Office (NSPO).
Water & Wastewater operational – key points
The most significant individual operational items during Jul/Aug:
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• The 2017-2021 CIP currently incorporates three agglomerations in Clare (Shannon, Ennistymon & Newmarket on Fergus)
as well as continuation of wastewater treatment upgrades at
Quin and Kilfenora. Lahinch WWTP has also been approved for
improvement works as part of the 2017-2021 CIP. An interim upgrade for Shannon WwTP, which is in addition to the CIP, is currently being progressed to tender stage.
• Untreated agglomerations (UTAS) are Major Capital Projects
in addition to the CIP 2017-2021. RPS has been appointed by IW
as Consulting Engineers. This project involves 5 Clare towns and
villages with less than adequate wastewater treatment facilities – Ballyvaughan, Clarecastle, Kilkee, Kilrush and Liscannor. A
review of the Gate 1 studies and the submission of the Design
Inception Report have been completed. Pre-planning meetings
with Clare County Council Planning Department have concluded
and the detailed design has advanced significantly. Scheduled
briefing sessions for elected members and public open evenings
have been completed for Clarecastle, Kilrush and Kilkee agglomerations. Public information sessions for Liscannor are planned
for early autumn. Ballyvaughan information evening is being
held on Thursday 6th September in the Community Hall in Ballyvaughan from 5p.m. to 7:30p.m. Planning applications commencing with Kilrush is expected to be lodged by IW in late August / early September 2018.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
WATER PROJECTS
Rockmount WTP

Irish Water has approved funding for the following works in relation to Rockmount WTP:
•
Purchase land and construct a pumping station north of Milltown Malbay.
•
Decommission the existing Rockmount WTP.
•
Construct new 1,000 cubic meter reservoir on the site of the decommissioned WTP.
•
Linkage to existing countywide SCADA, consistent with Irish Water Specifications.
•
Water Mains Upgrade for approx. 5.5km between Miltown Malbay and Mullagh.
Guerin&Considine ltd have withdrawn from the contract, the next contractor on the tender list has been approached. Contract Documents to appointment this contractor are being drawn up.
Survey Work at the Reservoir is continuing. The Asbestos survey of the existing WTP has been completed and
this report will form part of the Planning Application.

Networks Portfolio

Works on the Networks Portfolio will include establishment of District Metering Area’s and a countywide Find
& Fix leak programme, a number of reports have been received this month highlighting additional leaks and
damaged infrastructure. Works to repair these issues have been ongoing with positive results on water loss
being recorded.
Newmarket-on-Fergus Mains Rehab has been completed and reinstatement of the pavement will follow in the
next two weeks subject to contractor availability.

Water Treatment Old & New Doolough, Corofin and Ballymacraven WTP have been approved for upgrades. RPS has been apPlant Upgrades
pointed as Consultants and site visits have taken place.
Data gathering on the projects are ongoing.
A proposal to upgrade Castlelake WTP is being prepared at the moment.
Bealaha Mains
Replacement

1.5km of mains replacement; Healy-Rae Ltd from Kerry has been appointed Contractor to this project a road
opening license has been approved for and we are waiting on a commencement date.

WASTEWATER PROJECTS
Clare UTAS
• Ballyvaughan; • Clarecastle
• Kilkee; • Kilrush; Liscannor

The projects under UTAS are currently at detailed design stage. Initial Public information sessions
have been completed for Clarecastle, Kilrush and Kilkee. Public information sessions for Liscannor
are planned for early autumn. Ballyvaughan information evening is being held on Thursday 6th
September in the Community Hall in Ballyvaughan from 5p.m. to 7:30p.m. Planning applications
commencing with Kilrush is expected to be lodged by IW in late August / early September 2018.

Clare CIP 2017-2021
• Shannon WwTP; • Ennistymon WwTP; • Lahinch
WwTP;
Newmarket on Fergus
Outfall

Mott MacDonald has been appointed as Consulting Engineers and has commenced the Gate 1 studies. An interim upgrade Design Options Report has been submitted for Shannon WwTP which has
been reviewed by Clare County Council and IW. This interim upgrade has now advanced to tender
stage.

Francis Street Pumpstation
Upgrade

The project will involve an upgrade of the four pumps in the storm overflow chamber and ancillary works. Cantwell Electrical Engineering has been appointed Contractor to this project. A recent
meeting was held with the Contractor and a works schedule is to due to be issued.

Kilfenora WWTP upgrade

A Design Review Report with a preferred treatment option has been submitted by the consultant
and is under review by Irish Water. Third part surveys are nearing completion with one ground
investigation contract within the boundary of the existing plant to be carried out and a test program on the existing rising main. The CoA application has been submitted to the EPA. The Planning
Application for the project is near completion.

Quin WWTP upgrade

This scheme is out to Tender as part of the ECI (Early Contractor Involvement) bundle of projects.
Tender returns are due in July 2018.

Flow Monitoring Project

Snagging of this project is ongoing. O&M Manuals have been received.

NCAP – National Certificate This Programme will review all EPA Certified Wastewater plants with a P.E. of less than 500 and
of Authorisation Protheir impact on receiving waters. Ballycannon and Kilmihil WWTP’s in Co. Clare have been included
gramme
in the first round of assessments. RPS has prepared Site Option Reports for both plants which are
currently under review.
Satellite Dewatering Centres
IWSS – Inlet Works, Storm
& Sludge

This programme aims to assess WWTP for upgrade works in three areas – Inlet Screen Works,
Storm Capacity and Sludge Handling. J.B. Barry Consultants have been appointed and data gathering has commenced for three sites in Clare – Miltown Malbay WWTP, Inagh WWTP and Kilmihil.
Clareabbey WWTP has been assessed as a potential satellite dewatering centre for the purpose of
treating imported sludge from surrounding WWTP’s. Jacobs Tobin has issued their report which is
currently under consideration.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
RURAL WATER PROGRAMME:
• Works under the Department of Housing, Planning and Local
Government Multi Annual Rural Water Programme have been
ongoing over the summer period with works on Fanore GWS,
Castlequarter GWS and Knockavilla GWS coming close to completion. Works are also due to commence on Carrigerry GWS, Lissycasey GWS and Killone GWS in the coming weeks. The tender
process is also coming to completion on other schemes looking
to carry out upgrade works. It is hoped that Clare will receive the
final allocation of the Multi Annual Rural Water Programme in
the coming weeks.

• 4no schemes were taken in charge by Irish Water in Clare in
June and July with Corbally Danganbrack GWS, Ardeamush Poulnagun Knockaskeheeen GWS, Lakyle Capalaheen GWS and Ballymaconna GWS all becoming part of the public network. The Rural
Water Programme is currently working with further GWS’s with a
view to progressing taking in charge applications and subsequent
transfer into the Irish Water Network.
• The Rural Water Team continue to work with schemes to ensure their members have a robust and sustainable quality and
quantity supply of water available to them.

CLARE COUNTY FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE
The following are the notable activities in the Fire & Building
Control Section for the months of July and August:
•
Tetra Digital Radios are being rolled out throughout the
Fire Services in Ireland currently.
Training in the use of these digital radios has taken place in June,
with installation & commissioning of the radios due to take
place in early July.
•
6 Firefighters from Clare attended the two week Initial
Breathing Apparatus Course being delivered by Clare County
Council at the Clonmel Fire Service Training Centre.
All were successful.

Fire & Building Control Section (Main Activities) JULY 2018 AUGUST 2018 YEAR TO DATE
Number of Emergency Calls Attended
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated
Number of Disability Access Certificates Received
Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted
Number of Commencement Notices Received
Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints

139
13
8
0
8
4
46
3

92
3
7
0
4
5
33
1

723
63
56
1
47
46
293
17

*Please note that there was 1 additional Emergency Call attended in June which had not been recorded on the June figures.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
ENVIRONMENT

Public Consultation – Draft Clare Waste Management Byelaws

Capital Projects - beaches
• All works on the Spanish Point public toilet upgrade and extension were completed. Preparations are being made to progress
works at the public toilets at Lahinch.

• The public consultation process on new County Clare Waste

Management Byelaws for the segregation, Storage and presentation of household and commercial waste in the administrative
area of Clare County Council, commenced and was advertised on
24 July. The closing date for submissions is 21 September.

Water Safety
• 11 lifeguarded areas remained open during August. Beaches
remained busy, regardless of the change of weather conditions.
After 31 Aug there will be weekend cover on Clare beaches only.
• July lifeguard stats: 36 people rescued, 383 first-aid, 10 lost
children, approx 3000 advice given, 600 accidents prevented.
• Preparations are ongoing for the European Junior Lifesaving
Championships being held in UL and Kilkee, 10-15th September.

Bring Banks
• Works to the Broadford Bring Bank Site began in August with
the completion of the road crossing to facilitate the diversion of
overhead power cables underground. Once ESB has completed
the re-routing of overhead lines, the bring banks can be moved
to their new location.

Gardening

• Compliance and operational sampling continued on nineteen

• Due to the drought conditions experienced over the summer

months, and the water restriction measures imposed by Irish
Water, the Gardening Section commenced using recycled water to ensure that all planters, hanging baskets and flower beds
were adequately watered and maintained to a high standard.
This measure was communicated to members of public through
signage affixed to the mobile watering station, in order that the
public were aware that Clare County Council was complying with
the water restriction measures.
• Overall, the exercise was very successful, and such measures
may be deployed in future summers to ensure responsible water
consumption and usage by Clare County Council.
• Gardening staff made extra efforts to ensure that Ennis was
presented in its best light for the Munster Fleadh Cheoil and
various other cultural and sporting events that took place in the
town over the summer months, and peak tourist season.

Drinking Water (PWS, GWS and Private Commercial Supplies)

public water supplies. A total of 135 public and private schemes
are monitored in the county.
Bathing Water

• 12 bathing areas (9 with blue flags, 2 with green flags) are

monitored. All results published on the EPA website beaches.ie
Rivers

• 41 Clare rivers sites were sampled in accordance with the Wa-

ter Framework monitoring programme.
Waste Water Treatment Plants

• All monitoring and analysis requirements for the SLA with IW

have been fulfilled with timely response to any issues. All results
are sent to IW monthly and notification of exceedance of the
licence limits are sent to the Council’s Water Services section.
Section 4 Water Pollution Discharge Licenced Premises

• Licensed premises are inspected in accordance with the RM-

CEI plan for the year. Forty two site visits have been under taken
with thirty four samples taken to date in 2018.
Energy Report

• The summary findings of the Energy Management System in

Clare County Council infrastructure to date are as follows:

Waste Enforcement
• The Waste Enforcement Unit continues to police illegal waste
activity throughout Clare. There are 149 active environmental
complaints logged on the CRM system. A total of 954 complaints
have been responded to and closed since the start of the year.
• Works on the Department for Communications, Climate Action
and Environment (DCCAE) Anti-Dumping initiative 2018 are well
under way. Sites in Church drive, Clarecastle, Dun na Hinse estate
in Ennis and a site in Sixmilebridge have been cleaned up with
other clean ups now being prepared. CCTV cameras and signage
has been deployed to sites as part of the initiative.
• Issuing of fines to individuals under the Litter Pollution Act
1997 (as amended) remains steady with 21 fines issues since
the start of July. Legal action has been initiated on a number of
fines that remain outstanding. A number of directions under the
Waste Management Act 1996 (as amended) have also been issued to individuals found managing their waste illegally. These
are being managed closely by the enforcement team.
• Inspection of permitted and other facilities remains ongoing
and is currently on schedule with the inspection plan agreed
with the EPA.
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Tender

Deadline Date

Organisation
Energy Management
System

Energy Consumption data has been prepared and submitted to the annual statutory reports under SI 426.

Clare County
Council Energy Costs

Energy Costs in the first half of 2018 are 5%
below the first half of 2017. The reduction
in energy costs is mainly attributable to the
benefit centralised energy tariff negotiations, & energy efficiency upgrades in
public lights and large buildings.

Clare County
Council Energy
Consumption

The reduction in cost is masking a smaller
reduction of 2.% overall and increases in
the quantity of energy for pubic lighting. A
regional pubic lighting upgrade programme
is being started this year.

Clare County
Council Energy Performance

• Clare County Council has achieved an
energy performance of 18.5% towards the
required 33% by 2020. Significant progress
is required over the coming two years.
• Energy efficiency increases are anticipated through Public lighting retrofit
programme to commence later this year.

MICHAEL NUNAN, R.I.P.
Tributes paid to former
Clare County Manager
Tributes have been paid to former Clare
County Manager Michael Nunan who
passed away peacefully after a short illness on 29th August.
Mr. Nunan, who was a native of Kilfinane
in County Limerick but had been living in
Ennis for over three decades, served as
County Manager for County Clare from
1984 to 1994.
Mayor of Clare, Cllr Michael Begley
commented,
“On behalf of the people of Clare and
the members of Clare County Council, I
would like to extend my sympathies to
Michael’s wife Delma, daughters Sinead, Anna and Shelly, sons in law and his
grandchildren Jannik, Jamie, Kyle, Cian,
Hugh, Tessa and Evie, sisters Margaret,
Siobhan and Celia, extended family,
neighbours and friends at this difficult
time.”
“As County Manager, Michael made a
significant contribution to life in Clare.
He was County Manager when I was
first elected in 1991 and I always found
him to be an extremely competent, affable and shrewd man whose lifelong
Local Government experience, including
his previous his senior roles in Carlow
County Council (County Secretary), Cork
County Council (Assistant Manager) and
Roscommon County Council (County
Manager), contributed to his successful
and effective leadership in Clare,” added
the Mayor.

The late Michael Nunan (pictured back left) with Pat Dowling, Chief Executive (seated front)
and former County Managers (L-R: Tom Coughlan, Alec Fleming, Willie Moloney, Joe Boland).

Pat Dowling, Chief Executive of Clare
County Council, said,
“Michael assumed the role of County
Manager at a time when resources
were extremely limited but successfully managed the delivery of a comprehensive schedule of works during
each of the 11 years of his tenure.”
Michael also successfully oversaw the
extension of the Ennis Town Boundary in 1989, the acquisition of the existing Lees Road amenity site from
Coillte, as well as the hosting of the
Ennis 750 anniversary celebrations.
He will be sadly missed by his family,
friends and everyone who knew him.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h’anam.”

Mid-West arts officer Robert O’Byrne with county manager Michael Nunan and director
Brendan Howard at the official opening of the first Ennis Arts Week - August 29, 1985.
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JULY/AUGUST IN PICTURES
AROUND THE COUNCIL

Mayor Begley pictured on Kilkee beach with players from Limerick
Leprechauns and Kilkee Fallen Stars who hosted a charity match
during August. The event was dedicated to Shay Moloney and
Jack Kenneally of Ennis RFC who tragically passed away in May.

Pictured at the launch in Sixmilebridge of the Gum Litter
Taskforce’s gum litter education campaign: Cllr Michael Begley,
Mayor of Clare, Cllr Joe Cooney, Chair of the Physical Development SPC, Cllr John Crowe, Community Wardens Gerry Murphy
and Norah, and members of Sixmilebridge Tidy Towns.

Cllr Gerry Flynn, Chair of Shannon MD, joined the people of Shannon to greet Fr. Tony Coote who along with his colleagues were
passing through the town as part of their ‘Walk While You Can’
fundraiser in aid of the Irish Motor Neurone Disease Association.

The Mayor of Ajuntament de Tortosa in Catalonia, Spain, Meritxell
Roigé i Pedrola paid a courtesy visit to the Áras in August. The visit
to the Clare County Council Headquarters was facilitated by Mayor
of Ennis, Councillor Mayor Clare Colleran Molloy (pictured centre)
who was joined by Cllrs Pat Daly, Ann Norton and Paul Murphy.

Mayor of Ennis, Councillor Claire Colleran- Molloy, with
Fleadh Chairman, Joe Arkins, and young dancer Zoe Keane
at the launch of Fleadh Cheoil na Mumhan INIS 2018
which took place in Ennis from 15th to 23rd July.

Cllrs Pat Daly, Michael Begley and Pat McMahon pictured in
the atrium to the Council Chamber following a JPC meeting.
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