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LOCAL AUTHORITY OF THE YEAR
Clare County Council named
Local Authority of the Year
Chambers Ireland has named Clare County
Council Local Authority of the Year 2018 at its
Excellence in Local Government Awards.
The awards, which were hosted in association
with the Dept. of Housing, Planning & Local
Government, acknowledge and encourage best
practice and constructive initiatives by local authorities. Clare County Council was also named
overall winner in 3 award categories having
been nominated for a record 11 out of 16 categories. The winning initiatives were Friars Walk Coach Park
Ennis (Outstanding initiative through the MDs), Community Mobilisation Unit: Rural & Community Development Officer (Best
Practice in Citizen Engagement) and Burren & Cliffs of Moher
UNESCO Global Geopark (Sustainable Environment).
Cllr Michael Begley, Mayor of Clare, said, “Being named Local
Authority of the Year is a well-earned acknowledgement of the
hard work of all of the staff of Clare County Council and is reflective of energy and initiative being shown by management across
the organisation with the support of all 28 Elected Members.”

nomic Development)
- Clare County Councils Digital Hubs (Local Authority Innovation)
- Disability Services at Active Ennis Leisure Complex (Disability
Services Provision)
- Lough Derg Blueway (Joint Local Authority Initiative)
- ‘BiaFest - Food of the Banner County’ (Festival of the Year)
- Ennis Peace Park (Commemorations and Centenaries)
- The Aisling Development (Enhancing the Urban Environment).

Pat Dowling, Chief Executive of Clare County Council, commented, “I want to thank and congratulate the local authority
staff and Elected Members for their efforts and commitment to
delivering a quality public service to the people of Clare.”
The other Council initiatives nominated for an award include:
- Clare Library Outreach Service to Kilmaley Daycare and Health
Centre Clare (Supporting Active Communities)
- Addressing the Rural Development Challenge (Promoting Eco-

To mark the Council’s success all staff were invited to a special
breakfast celebration in the canteen at Áras Contae an Chláir on
29 November. The occasion was also marked in each of the area
offices in Kilrush, Ennistymon, Shannon and Scarriff.

LOCAL AUTHORITY OF
THE YEAR

A TEAM EFFORT
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FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES

CORPORATE SERVICES

HUMAN RESOURCES

The following tender opportunities have been published in November:

Tender Description

Deadline
Date

Proposed Conservation & Upgrade Works to O’
Briens Tower Cliffs of Moher

27.11.18

Killaloe Bypass & R494 Improvement Ground Investi- 27.11.18
gation Contract
Architectural Services for Housing Development at
Miltown Malbay

20.12.18

Civil & Structural Engineering Services for Housing
Development at Miltown Malbay

20.12.18

Mechanical & Electrical Engineering Services for
Housing Development at Miltown Malbay

20.12.18

• A total of 81 staff received training during the month
of November with 12 courses organised through the
Learning & Development Unit. Courses included CSCS
site dumper and mini-digger, child safeguarding, minute
taking, installation of Windows 10 and ‘understanding &
responding to domestic abuse’. The Learning & Development Unit took part in the presentation process for the
Engineers Ireland CPD accreditation.
• The Partnership staff talks by the Chief Executive continued during the month and were supported by the Partnership Facilitator through HR.

FINANCE

Capital Account:
Expenditure of €25.2m has been incurred on the capital account in
the first nine months of 2018; while Income was €23.1m, resulting
in a net movement of €2.1m in the capital account balance. The
main areas of expenditure in the period were in the Social Development directorate and the Physical Development directorate.

• A competition is currently advertised for Retained Firefighters (Kilkee, Killaloe, Kilrush, Scarriff and Shannon).
Details are available on http://www.clarecoco.ie/yourcouncil/careers-in-the-council/current-vacancies/
• There were a number of staff re-assignments of Administrative Officers during the month beginning on the 26th
November.
- Niall O’Keeffe from Housing Department to Human Resources
- Niamh O’Connor from Human Resources to Business Review
- Collette Costello from Rural Development to Corporate
Services
- Kieran O’Donnell from Corporate Services to Planning
Dept.
- Siobhan O’Reilly from Planning Department to Rural Development
- Etain McCooey from the Environment Department to
Housing.
• A ‘Health-Check Station’ was set up in the canteen area
for a week during the month – This event was organised
through the Welfare Officer and the equipment was provided by VHI. The final workshop of Tai-chi is being rolled
out during the coming month – This will be the third
workshop.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT

November 2018 Actions: Monthly Management Report for the December Meeting of Clare County Council.

Success for Shannon Aviation Museum under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme
a flight simulation centre and an aviation museum. It provides
an exciting and interactive experience to a wide range of visitors. Developed and managed by a dedicated and passionate
team, expansion plans will offer an enhanced, higher quality
product as an attraction in order to draw a greater number and
more diverse audiences.
The plan includes the renovation and extension of the existing
Aviation Museum exhibit area to display aircraft museum exhibits. This will make the entire museum an all weather and all
season attraction in an exciting aviation themed environment,
focused on improving the visitor experience. The expanded
exhibit area will: house the 1958 De Havilland Venom and the
Super-marine Spitfire Cockpit and Section; showcase associated
memorabilia; interpretive display points for museum displays
and a gift/coffee shop

Eddie Ryan, founder and chairman of Atlantic Air Adventures; Jane
Magill, managing director Atlantic Air Adventures; Councillor Gerry
Flynn, Cathaoirleach of Shannon Municipal District; and Monica Meehan, Senior Executive Officer, Rural Development.

At present there is 1 full time employee and 3 part-time employees.

Shannon Aviation Museum ( Atlantic Air Adventures) was established in Shannon Town in 2006. It offers aviation education,

Success for Shannon Town in
Pride of Place Competition

County Clare continued its impressive track record of success in the IPB Pride of Place Competition at the 16th annual
awards ceremony held at Cork City Hall on Saturday 17 November 2018.
Shannon was named overall winner of Category 5 for population centres of over 5,000 people with Buncrana (Donegal) and
Youghal (Cork) named Runners Up.
Shannon was among four communities nominated by Clare
County Council to participate in this year’s competition.

There was further success for Clare with Quin (below left) and
Spanish Point (below) named Runners Up in their respective
categories.

Clare was also represented by Spanish Point (Islands & Coastal
Communities), Quin Village Tidy Towns (Population Category
3 - population from 1,000 to 2,000) and the Castle Bog Walk
project in Kilkishen (Community Wellbeing Initiative).
In their citation, the judges said, “A large number of excellent
organisations have been developed through years of collaboration, celebration of success and great people. This is a town
that had to establish itself, identify its own leaders and create
its own community from a diverse range of people with no longstanding connection to the area. The support from the agencies
and inclusivity is very obvious and the judges were really impressed with this large town which operates through the hard
work of so many people as one large community.”
Pride of Place, described as the ‘Oscars of the Community Sector’, celebrates the often unsung work of community groups
that selflessly work to make local neighbourhoods a better
place to live in, work in or visit.
Organised by Co-Operation Ireland and sponsored by IPB Insurance, the Pride of Place awards sees the country’s local authorities, on both sides of the border, nominate outstanding projects
that contribute to civic pride.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Joint Policing Committee

Detective Chief Superintendent Patrick Clavin, Chief Bureau Officer,
Criminal Assets Bureau, addressed the recent public J.P.C. meeting.

Prof Jim Deegan, U.L., Eoin Flanagan and Donnacha Lynch (Cliffs
of Moher) attending the recent Annual Tourism Policy Workshop
organised by the U.L. National Centre for Tourism Policy.

The public J.P.C. meeting for 2018 held in the
Ennis Civic Room on 8th October, 2018

One gig broadband means big
plans for Kilrush Hub

through the availability of high-speed broadband. We would
like to congratulate the local authority in having the foresight to
bring this strategy to life.”
One of the companies who use the Kilrush Digital hub are
+AddJust (www.addjust.io). CEO Pádraig outlined “the synergy
between his business and the provision of this facility in West
Clare’s capital town.”

Leonard Cleary, Director of Rural Development; Padraig Neylon of
addjust.io; Niall Beirne, enet; Urban McMahon, Head of Information Systems & Clare Broadband Officer, Clare County Council.

enet, Ireland’s largest open-access network operator has delivered one gigabit connectivity to the Kilrush Hub via the local
metropolitan area network (MAN). This is a 1000 mbps fibre
connection straight into the facility.

He explained, “Our software saves local authorities and Government bodies time and money by enabling them to more easily
manage their capital and housing maintenance payments processes to the fact that a local authority has enable us to sow our
roots here in Kilrush is great. The hub is a great initiative by
Clare County Council.”
Superfast internet connectivity provides the users of the Kilrush
Hub with access to next-generation telecommunications including high-definition video conference calling and mobile technologies, along with faster upload and download speeds.

The Kilrush Digital Hub was officially opened in March 2018, as
one of the intervention measures under the Clare County Council Digital Strategy, which seeks to provide communities with access to broadband infrastructure and facilities.
Pat Dowling Chief Executive of Clare County Council said “we
are delighted to be able to offer a 1GB broadband connection
to the people of Kilrush via the Digital Hub. The local authority
facility, due to its catchment area and population size, is proving very successful with an array of people using the facility. The
users include local residents, visitors to West and North Clare,
local enterprises and entrepreneurs, and e-workers.
Speaking about enet’s involvement, CEO Peter McCarthy said,
“enet are delighted to deliver world class broadband infrastructure to the Kilrush Hub. There is no doubt that MAN-enable locations such as Kilrush gain a significant competitive advantage
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Demonstration of the Property Marking equipment - the
Telesis Dot Peen Machine, in the Annex to the Council
Chamber at Áras Contae an Chláir.
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HOUSING

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

As the year draws to a close the Housing Department staff are busily
attending to end of year claims and ensuring projects are on track for
end of year delivery. This Council has exceeded its housing delivery targets for 2018 and are working diligently to ensure a pipeline of projects
for 2019 and 2020. Construction has commenced on both the Feakle
and Clonlara developments and with tenders retuned for Roslevan and
Quilty it is our intention to be on site with these developments by February of 2019.

have gone to Credit Committee for decision, 29 of which have been approved, 5 of those following an appeal to the Appeals Panel and 6 have
been drawn down. The loan scheme offers a fixed rate for credit worthy
low to middle income first time buyers with a view to making home
ownership more affordable.
•
Housing Refurbishment and Maintenance - The management and turnaround of our housing stock to minimise voids is continuously assessed and hereunder is the activity in this regard:

Addressing the short term accommodation solutions for those presentPeriod
No. of
No. of voids No. of
Average
No. of
ing as homeless remains a priority for this Council and we anticipate the
voids/casual returned to properties
vacancy
maintenance
vacancies
stock
undergoing
period
calls
homeless HUB will be operational by the end of Q1 2019. The number
refurbishment (days)
of people presenting to Homeless Services in Clare remains high with
November 34*
11
74
112
410
22 presentations recorded for the month of October. For verification
st
*
This
figure
does
not
include
properties
which
have
become
vacant
after
1
December
nor does it
purposes we are reporting homeless presentations a month in arrears.
include acquisitions and long-term voids
The homeless figures for October indicate full occupancy of 13 beds at
Laurel Lodge and on 31 October there was also 54 adults and 51 de•
Grants
pendents in emergency accommodation.
Following the September Council meeting the Council advised the pubIn relation to the meeting housing demand we are delivering homes for lic that grant applications for all three grants would cease as of the 26th
October until such time as the backlog of applications on hand was
households on the council’s waiting list as follows:
cleared.
•

Acquisitions

Sales were agreed for 7 properties during the month of November;
contracts were signed for 11 dwellings and sales closed in respect of
a further 7 no. The purchase of 68 properties has been agreed to date
in 2018 (which includes two turnkeys) and transactions have closed for
54 no. Houses. In addition 12 no. properties have been acquired by Approved Housing Bodies during the year. The Council has therefore well
exceeded the 2018 target of 35 acquisitions set by the DHPLG.
•

The Council will continue to accept new applications for emergency cases only during this time. Grant approval issued in November for Housing Adaptation, Housing Aid and Mobility Aid grants:

Rental and Leasing

CCC is actively seeking to increase the supply of housing stock through
these channels to meet the housing demand. As of the 26th October
housing need is being met as follows:
- Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) = 368
- Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) = 1323
- Short term leasing = 114
- Long term leasing =157
- Approved Housing Body lease arrangement = 152
- Incentivised Schemes

Grant type

Approvals issued in Nov 2018 Value of works

Housing Adaptation
Grant for People
with a Disability

7

€140,275

Housing Aid for
Older People

3

€20,730

Mobility Aids Grant

2

€10,000

Grant Approvals issued in Nov 2018

12

€170,975

•

Capital – Housing Construction

The Housing capital delivery programme is on track with works commenced on the construction of the development in Feakle and Clonlara;
the status of the additional projects is as follows:

The Council invites you to register properties known to be vacant on
the vacant homes website www.vacanthomes.ie, for this the Council
can target the return of the housing unit through acquisition, Buy and
Renew and/or Repair and Lease (RLS) schemes. The premise of these
schemes is to address vacancy and return units to occupancy in a timely
fashion.

Project

Units

Status

Quilty

18

Tenders returned on 21.11.2018 currently
under assessment. Stage 4 submission due
to be sent to the Dept.

Feakle

13

Custy Construction Ltd., commenced on site
on the 05.11.2018.

A Vacancy Sub-Group is being set up at national level to develop an
agreed methodology for the identification of recoverable and liveable
homes.

Clonlara

9

Pat Keogh Construction Ltd., commenced
on site on the 28.11.2018.

Roslevan
Ennis

8

Tenders returned on 21.11.2018 currently
under assessment. Stage 4 submission due
to be sent to the Dept

Ashline
Ennis

40

Stage 2 submission due to be sent to the
Dept

Cuan an
15
Chlair, Cahercalla. CAS

Stage 3 submission due to be sent to the
Dept.

Clear guidelines have yet to issue from the Dept in assessing vacancy
but a detailed methodology for assessing true vacancy is due to be
rolled out to Local Authorities in a Training Manual Format accompanied possibly by software in the coming months. This will further inform
the Council’s work in this area. In Clare 80 no. houses have been visually
examined at this stage and of those at least 22 appear to be vacant. Follow up work is now ongoing to establish property owners and identify
the reasons for vacancy and units that can be brought back into use.
New Rebuilding Ireland Affordable Loan
•
Interest in the ‘Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan’ remains high with 61 no.
completed applications and 190 enquiries received to date. 36 no. loans
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
SPORTS & RECREATION
•

•

ACTIVE ENNIS JOHN O’SULLIVAN PARK, LEES ROAD

Mountain Trikes

Following the AGM on Wednesday 21st of November of the above body the following are the
newly appointed Board of Directors and the SubCommittees for the forthcoming year.

The successful application which
was made by Active Ennis to the
Healthy Ireland Fund 2018 has
resulted in the delivery of 3 All
Terrain Mountain Trikes to Lees
Road, Ennis. These Mountain
Trikes are for the exclusive usage
by any members of the public
who may in the past have been restricted from enjoying the beauty
of wooded areas of Lees Rd.

•
ATLANTIC YOUTH PROJECT
On Thursday 18th October, 84 Transition Year Students and their
teachers from Scoil Mhuire Ennistymon and Scariff Community
College attended their second Atlantic Youth Project sea session
at Wild Irish Seaweeds in Quilty.

THE CLARE LOCAL SPORTS PARTNERSHIP

Name
Mr Tim Forde
Mr Ger O’Halloran
Ms Ann Norton
Cllr Gabriel Keating
Dr Paul McKenna
Cllr Tom McNamara
Mr Jim Madden
Mr Mike Hickey
Ms Deirdre Doherty
Mr Johnny Flynn
Ms Anne Hayes
Mr Brian McManus
Mr James O’Donohue

•

Director/Member
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

Position
Chairperson
Vice-chair
Secretary
Asst Secretary
Treasurer

Sub-Committee
Governance
Governance
Strategic Policy
Financial & Grants
Financial & Grants
Financial & Grants
PRO
Strategic Policy
Strategic Policy
Asst Treasurer Financial & Grants
Strategic Policy
Governance
Strategic Policy
Governance

IRISH CHRISTMAS TREE THROWING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Preparations are underway for the Annual Irish International
Christmas Tree Throwing Championships.
As in previous years, this fantastic family event will be held at Active Ennis Tim Smythe Park on Sunday 6th January, 2019.

One of the owners of this highly successful family run business,
Evan Talty, along with employees of the Talty family introduced
and educated our County Clare student first-hand to the life of
a seaweed harvester on the beaches and the processing treatment that takes place in the Quilty factory to create foods and
health products for the mass market.
•

ACTIVE ENNIS LEISURE COMPLEX

Inclusivity Program has been expanded even further at the Leisure Complex to meet the needs of our 11–15 years old population. Demand for our Wed & Fri afternoon “Teen Gym” had
been exceeding availability.
Organised by Clare County Council’s Sports & Recreation Department in co-operation with the Environment Section, the eighth
annual event is a novel way to turn Christmas tree recycling into
a sport, while at the same time raise funds for a needy cause.
Members of the public are being invited to break a unique Guinness World Record as well as drop off their Christmas tree for
recycling at the event.

By working with a qualified and certified Fitness Patron of Active Ennis a “Teen Pound Fitness” class has been created and
very well received by these teenagers. Our new Chair Fitness
Class that replaced Active Aged is proving very successful for
all attendees, both those with special requirements and those
without.
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The Championship, which is based on age-old lumberjack traditions, sees members of the public competing to achieve the
longest distance for throwing a standard 1.5 metre tree. There
will be trophies for the longest throw in various age categories
with a trophy for the overall champion.
Every participant will also be entered into a draw to win one year
family membership at Active Ennis Leisure Complex.
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Cultural Services
– Library, Arts, Museum,
Archives
CLARE LIBRARY SERVICE
• Clare Library hosted its first Reader’s
Day event in November. Three crime authors read and discussed their works with
a very attentive audience. The Reader’s
Day event was supported by funding from
Creative Ireland.

• Staff information sessions on the Work

Matters initiative took place in Kilrush,
Scariff and Ennistymon libraries.
• Other Work Matters events included a
talk on “Brendan O’Regan” and “Interview
Confidence” workshops in DeValera Library and Sean Lemass Library, Shannon.
• Healthy Ireland events took place in the
following libraries in November; Sean Lemass Library, Shannon, Scariff, Kilrush, Killaloe and Kilkee. Events included healthy
eating story & craft sessions, parent and
toddler yoga, chair yoga, talks on nutrition, mindfulness through art and cyber
safety.
•
Clare County Library marked the
Decade of Centenaries with a lecture series and performances. Six lectures took
place throughout the county with themes
of World War 1 and Women in 1918. Dr
Joe Power, Ger Browne and Joe Ó Muircheartaigh (pictured below) spoke on
World War 1 and Lucille Ellis and Mary
Clancy gave talks on “Women in 1918”.
The lectures were held in library branches
in Ennis, Shannon, Killaloe, Kilrush, Ennistymon and Sixmilebridge.

• Mike Hanrahan performed his show
‘Clare - Songs of Independence: Declaration’ - a new show researched, written
and performed by Mike. Mike premiered
his show in DeValera Library, Ennis on
Tuesday, 27 November with a perform-

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
ance in Shannon Library on Wednesday,
28 November. This is the first in a planned
series of shows - the future narrative will
look at the War of Independence and beyond. All events are part of Clare County
Library’s Decade of Centenaries programme.
Science Week 2018 was celebrat•
ed nationwide from November 11-18th.

• Scariff library hosted two shows for
children in neighbouring schools. Sue McGrath otherwise known as “Scientific Sue”
presented “Ireland’s Ingenious Engineers
Show” and explored some of the amazing scientific discoveries and engineering
feats endeavoured by Irish scientists over
a period of 350 years.
• On November 15th DeValera Library,
Ennis and Sean Lemass Public Library,
Shannon hosted the Science Magic Show.
Coming to County Clare compliments of
W5, (the award winning Interactive Discovery Centre in Belfast, Northern Ireland), the Science Magic Show looked at
the science behind a series of magic-like
tricks. Teachers and children attending all
three venues praised and commended all
involved for introducing scientific and engineering principles for their classes using
an original and entertaining approach.
CLARE ARTS OFFICE

•
Three exhibitions took place in
Ennis, Scariff and Kilkee as well as an artist
talk in glór.
• An exhibition of portraits of the residents of St. Joseph’s Hospital in Ennis was
also opened in the hospital.
• “Mother Tongue”: An event for Bliain na
Gaeilge took place in Cultúrlann Sweeney,
Kilkee celebrating the life of local seanachaí Pádraig Croaker O’Briain.
• Artist residencies began in Clonmoney
NS and New Quay NS.
• Zara Starr Madden from Ennis held a
number of gatherings in Kilkee for members of the community as part of her
theatre residency in Cultúrlann Sweeney,
Kilkee.
• The public art project, FOLK Radio, in
the X-PO in Kilnaboy continued and the
Ganganli Project, with composer Ian Wilson, began in West Clare.
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• Delta Resonances, a dance project in
Shannon, also began and all are funded
through the Per Cent for Art Scheme.
• The Arts Officer attended an Arts Council information day on per cent for art
schemes also.
• A well-attended information session on
the WRAP Film Fund was held by the Arts
Office in glór.
• Focus groups on the Artist in Schools
Scheme and the Arts & People with Disabilities Programme took place as part of
the consultations for the new Arts Plan.
• A digital survey was also circulated to
artists as part of the consultation process.
• A new piece of theatre, created through
the Arts & People with Disabilities Programme was premiered in Cois na hAbhna
with participants from the Dulick Centre.
CLARE MUSEUM

•
A new volunteer started early in
the month. The volunteer will be assisting with developing the museum’s education programme – it is hoped to be able
to launch a new education programme
for primary schools in January 2019. Two
other volunteers are involved in researching the collection as it is being catalogued
which will significantly enhance opportunities to utilize the collection for education programmes and exhibitions.
Overall Score

Actual
Score

Maximum
Score

Percentage

First Impressions
Customer
Awareness/Service

78

90

87%

121

150

81%

Services

62

90

69%

Overall Experience

77

100

77%

• 1,328 items have been catalogued so
far this year, bringing the total of the catalogued collection to 2,612.
• The museum was nominated for the
Clare Business Excellence Award 2018 in
the ‘Best Tourism Experience in Clare’ category. See below feedback from the mystery visitor which was very positive:
ARCHIVES

• The database update is ongoing.
• The archivist is continuing to work with
the Museum to procure a system that will
host all Archive, Records Management
and Museum records.
• Queries continue to come in via phone
and email, and cover a diverse range of
topics, though genealogy continues to be
the most requested topic.
• Archives also have requests from Local
Studies to view archival material.
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Ennis 2040 Economic Development and Spatial Strategy

Atlantic Economic Corridor
The Atlantic Economic Corridor Officer is continuing to
•
audit the enterprise space in the industrial estates and business
parks in Ennis and this will tie in with the work being done on the
Ennis 2040 Economic and Spatial Plan. The findings of the audit
will provide useful information for the Economic Development
Unit in attracting new business to the town and will guide on a
variety of property solutions needed. The objective of the Atlantic Economic Corridor (AEC) concept is to identify and connect
the economic hubs, clusters and catchments of the western corridor to attract investment, support job creation and contribute
to an improved quality of life for those who live in the West of
Ireland.

•
Clare County Council together with the consultant team
of GVA Grimley Ltd held their second public consultation event
on Saturday the 10th of November at 22-24 Abbey Street, Ennis
from 10.00am to 4.00pm. Over 120 members of the public attended, individuals had an opportunity to engage with the staff
of the Economic Development Directorate, Ennis Municipal District and the GVA. Many worthwhile submissions and observations were made, which will inform the draft Ennis 2040 Strategy.

Forward Planning
•
Funding of €1.6 million was approved by the Urban
Regeneration and Development Fund for Ennis Town Centre
Public Realm Regeneration Project which will include works to
O’Connell Street and High Street, Parnell Street, Ennis laneways
and bow-ways, Barrack Square and Old Barrack Street. Masterplans for The Redesign of Barrack Square and Old Barrack Street
to Enhance the Public Realm and The Regeneration of Lanes and
Bow-Ways in the Medieval Core of Ennis were published by the
Planning Department in May 2018.
•
Funding was also approved under the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) for The Venue Project /
Shannon Masterplan and it is expected that a meeting will be
held with the Department before the end of 2018 to determine
the exact details of this funding allocation.
•
Vacant Sites Register - The Forward Planning Section
have carried out an assessment of all sites listed in the Clare
County Development Plan 2017-2023 to determine if they fall
within the provisions of The Urban Regeneration and Housing
Act 2015 (as amended 2018). Notices as per Section 7 (1) of the
Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 (as amended 2018)
issued to the owners of sites that the Planning Authority consider may be suitable for inclusion on the Vacant Site Register.
Currently there is a period within which landowners can make
submissions on such sites and the Planning Authority will consider any submissions received prior to deciding whether or not
to add the site to the Register.

Following on from the public consultation event, on 27th November a workshop was held between GVA Grimley Ltd. Consultant Team and Council officials to examine the vision, goals,
ambitions and requirements of Ennis 2040.
In December a Steering Group Meeting will be held to examine
and guide the work progress to-date. During December/Jan ’19
a draft Ennis 2040 Strategy will be prepared.
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES)
•
The Southern Regional Assembly circulated the “PreDraft RSES” to the Assembly Elected Members on 2 November
for their consideration at the Assembly meeting held on 9 November, 2018. On 7 November a Members’ workshop on the
“Pre-Draft RSES” was held in the Council Chamber. Following the
Workshop the views of the elected members on the content of
the Pre-Draft and its implications for Clare were submitted to the
Southern Assembly on 9 November. In the Council’s submission
the key economic and spatial priorities for the County were highlighted as was the sustainable population target for Clare.

Villages Studies – During November the Planning De•
partment undertook four public consultation events in Broadford, Whitegate, Flagmount and Cooraclare to present a summary of the findings of the studies, along with recommendations,
information and guidance for the local communities. The final
two consultation events in Carriagaholt and Mullagh will take
place in December 2018.
•
Ballyallia Amenity Enhancement Plan –Planning Department staff are supporting the Ballyallia Steering Group in this
project and a public consultation event will take place on Tuesday 11th December at the Auburn Lodge Hotel between 5pm
- 7pm. The purpose of the event is to get the public’s opinion on
the Ballyallia amenity area and seek their views and ideas for its
future enhancement.

Proposal for Data Centre for Ennis
Environmental consultants have completed a Strategic
•
Environmental Assessment and a Natura Impact Report for the
lands, the subject of a proposed Development Plan Variation. In
addition, a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment has also been completed. It is envisaged the proposal for a Variation of the County
Development Plan 2017-2023 will go on public display in December 2018.

Consultation with key stakeholders including the town’s primary
and secondary schools will form part of the consultation process.
The Paul Hogarth Company has been appointed to prepare the
proposed Ballyallia Amenity Enhancement Plan.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Property Management
•
Work is progressing in finding a new location for Limerick Institute of Technology in Ennis to serve their growing student
population. They are currently based in the County Museum and
in order to expand the courses and student offering in Clare, the
Economic Development Directorate is working closely with LIT to
have a greater third level presence in the County.
•
An initial meeting has been arranged with a number
of the Allotment holders in Shannon who have expressed an interest in forming a working group for the Allotment relocation
project in Shannon. It is intended that from such a working
group an Allotment association could be formed for the new allotment site.
•
There is an improvement in the collection of income
from leases and licences in 2018 due to an increased staff focus
on this area. Meetings are being held with individual organisations to resolve any outstanding property matters. The Property
Management unit is also ensuring compliance with other lease
obligations such as insurance and indemnities.
•
The Council is working closely with the Department of
Education to identify a new location for the Gaelscoil Uí Choimín
in Kilrush and good progress is being made in this regard.

Clare Colleran Molloy, Mayor of Ennis handing over the keys of Mill
House, Mill Road, Ennis to Mary Fitzgerald of Haven Horizons CLG who
are leasing the building from Clare County Council from August 2018.
Also included in photograph is Carmel Greene, Senior Executive
Officer, Economic Development Directorate.

Development Management
•
120 planning applications were received by Clare County Council during the month of November bringing the total
number received to date for 2018 to 985.
•
25 pre-planning applications were received during the
month of November bringing the total received to date for 2018
to 270.
Planning Enforcement
•
7 new complaints were received, 14 warning letters
were issued, 3 enforcement notices were served, 6 files were
closed and 1 legal case was initiated during the month of November.
Taking in Charge
•
Five estates were Taken-in-Charge during November,
bringing the total number to-date, in 2018, to 25.
•
Reports in relation to the Taking-in-Charge of two estates will be presented to Elected Members at their December
Municipal District Meetings
•
The Taking-in-Charge team are preparing tender packs
for remedial works programmes on a number of estates for

which bond monies have been paid over. The focus will be on
priority remedial works that will enable the estate to be completed to a standard required for taking-in -charge.
Conservation, Archaeology and Built Heritage
The Historic Structures Fund 2019 has been announced
•
by the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht which
sees the Structures at Risk Fund being re-launched for 2019 as
the Historic Structures Fund (HSF) and it is now open for applications. The primary focus of the fund is on caring for and restoring
historic structures and buildings for the benefit of communities
and the public. Applications are being sought by the Planning
Department to whom the public should submit their application
by mid January to meet the Department’s closing date of January
31st 2019.
The Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht an•
nounced the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) 2019 on
28 November and this fund seeks to encourage the leveraging
of private capital to invest in a number of small-scale, labourintensive projects to repair and conserve structures protected
under the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)
and in certain cases, for the conservation of structures within
Architectural Conservation Areas. It also seeks to support the
employment of skilled and experienced conservation professionals, craft workers and trades people. Project supports will
range from a minimum of €2,500 to a maximum of €15,000 per
application. The allocation for Clare County Council under the
scheme is up to €60,000 for 2019. The closing date for applications to the Planning Department is mid January and the closing
date for applications to the Department is 31 January 2019. Details are available on www.clarecoco.ie
•
The Heritage Council launched a new round of funding
under the Historic Towns Initiative on 3rd December aimed at
supporting heritage-led regeneration in historic towns in Ireland
and €1 million will be made available to a number of towns to
assist in their regeneration. The Council is currently considering
which town could be submitted for funding under this scheme.

Heritage & Biodiversity
•
With funding from the National Biodiversity Action Plan
and Clare County Council, a site specific Invasive Species Management Plan was prepared for Tobermurragh and Bane’s Field
in Killaloe, County Clare. The plan presents detailed actions for
the treatment, monitoring and management of invasive species
on these sites and measures for eradication. A detailed habitat
management plan has been prepared for the area in light of
the master plan, which outlines measures for habitats present
including marsh habitat, mixed broadleaf woodland, drainage
ditches, scrub, exposed margin and spoil heaps, amenity grassland, scattered trees and parkland and the community garden.
This project involved the design and delivery of a biodiversity
education programme for transition year students at the local St.
Anne’s Secondary School. Biodiversity interpretative material is
currently being prepared for the site.
•
Final reports commissioned on Heritage and nature
based tourism reports were received in addition to a heritage recording in collaboration with local communities on the Shannon
Estuary Way.
•
A stakeholder workshop on the management strategy
for the control of giant hogweed in the River Blackwater catchment (including Errina canal) in County Clare was held on 13th
November at Clare County Council where the consultant’s, Knotweed Ireland Services, delivered the findings of their final report.
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LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE CLARE

Enterprise Town Awards

Training

• Clare had 3 representatives in this year’s national competition to find Ireland’s most enterprising town which is sponsored
by Bank of Ireland.

• Our training programme continued during the month with
4 different courses been run and attended by 45 businesses.
These courses are designed to enhance the skills and knowledge of our entrepreneurs to ensure they can compete effectively in their respective business sectors.

Clare was represented by Scariff/Tuamgraney, Shannon and Ennis. In another great night for Clare, Ennis was the overall winner for Munster in it’s population category.

Brexit Advice Clinic
• LEO Clare invited a number of businesses to attend a free
Brexit advice clinic with our designated Brexit Mentor. Each
company completed a Brexit scorecard to assess their preparedness for all outcomes of the forthcoming Brexit deal. Each
business will receive a free follow up Mentor session in the New
Year to further enhance their readiness. As the deadline for
Brexit fast approaches LEO Clare are now moving from providing information sessions on Brexit to focusing in on the practical
implications e.g. customs, tariffs etc.

Shannon was runner-up in Munster for its population category.

Junior Entrepreneur Programme
• A member of LEO Clare visited Inch National School to judge
their Junior Entrepreneur Competition. The programme has
given more than 50,000 primary school pupils on the island of
Ireland the opportunity to experience practical, real-life business learning as part of their formative education.

All three towns highlighted the huge efforts of Clare’s urban
towns to showcase the entrepreneurial spirit that is driving
economic activity in these towns and in Clare generally.

Med-Tech Research
• LEO Clare recently met with Curam, NUIG the national research centre for developing new innovative med-tech solutions to explore opportunities for Clare enterprises to access
this valuable research facility.

Tadhg Holmes (pictured left) has joined Local Enterprise Office Clare under the Graudate Programme. Tadhg is pictured
alongside his LEO colleagues Finbar Tuohy, Linda Earlie, Padraic McElwee, Sinead Dixon and Declan Meaney.
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ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS
• TII’s allocation of core grants for 2018 amounts to a total of
€2.07 million for Clare Co Council while the DTTaS grants amount
to a total of €23.537 million and represent a significant increase
over 2017. The most notable features include increases of between 15 and 20% in respect of the key Improvement and Surface Dressing grants, almost €450,000 to cater for road drainage
requirements (a new grant category) which has in turn been
topped up by a contribution of €300,000 from this year’s enhanced IPB Dividend and €1.25 million to facilitate completion
of the Latoon Bridge project. Following on from the approval
of the SMDW by all 4 MDs in March, the Roads programme is
now completed substantially throughout the county. The major
remediation contract at Latoon Bridge has progressed through a
very intensive programme – it is substantially completed. It reopened to traffic on 25th May, 2018. Mountrivers bridge on the
N67 at Doonbeg is now also open to traffic. The works consisted
of the demolition of the existing bridge and the construction of a
new two-span bridge of reinforced concrete with masonry finish
including a local realignment of the N-67 at the bridge. Accommodation and minor works are outstanding. Works have commenced on Inch Bridge and will be completed before Christmas.
A rehabilitation contract on Bank Place Bridge, Ennis, (pictured
below) has now been completed.

• The Council submitted an application to the DTTaS earlier this
year for a CIS allocation of €1,335,000 to undertake 37 projects.
The DTTaS has confirmed funding of the full amount sought
with the funding being provided over 2018 (€600,000) and 2019
(€735,000). The 2018 CIS projects are completed with works on
projects in 2019 to be undertaken early in 2019.
• The Council was allocated a sum of €482,000 for LIS schemes
in March 2018 and the schedule of 13 schemes which was submitted to the Department of Rural and Community Development on foot of same has been approved & works completed.
A further allocation of €556,844 has just been announced in respect of the LIS scheme for 2018 which will facilitate works to be
carried out on 17 further roads.
• Clare Co Council sent an application for funding to the Department of Transport Tourism and Sport following significant road
damage as a result of the prolonged dry weather. The Dept
in response allocated additional funding to Clare Co Council of
€550,000 under a new ‘Special Maintenance Grant’ to undertake repairs to the road network in 2018. The work is complete.
• The overlay work for Bealaha on the N67 has been included
in an Irish Water contract for watermain rehabilitation. A contractor has been appointed by Irish Water to carry out the amalgamated works. Confirmation of a start date on the ground is
awaited.
• A contract for overlays on National Roads is substantially complete.

PUBLIC LIGHTING
The key priorities in relation to public lighting include complete
changeover to LED technology, achievement of the 2020 Carbon footprint reduction target and replacement of supporting
infrastructure where required. Present indications are that
financial arrangements are likely to be put in place to facilitate
Local Authorities in upgrading to LED technology which in turn
would support very significant energy savings. The aspiration
is that this upgrading would be achieved on a cost neutral basis, but over the coming years the Council will have to find significant additional funding to cover the cost of replacement of
other infrastructure such as defective columns and brackets,
ducting, upgrade of lanterns in estates that are to be taken in
charge etc. This will be significant and much of this work needs
to be undertaken urgently.

of the project. Clare has confirmed its participation and has
signed up to be included in region 1 of the Local Authority Public Lighting Energy Efficiency Project.
For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options
available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults:
• Internet: Direct reporting on airtricitysolutions.com
• Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions Call Centre@ 1850 372 772
• Local Authority Identification – via clarecoco.ie / 0656821616.

Clare County Council is seeking to participate in a National Local Authority Public Lighting Efficiency Project led by the Road
Management Office subject to statutory approval regarding
funding. This project is specifically directed to replace the public lights that will deliver significant energy savings. A current
review of the strategy is considering whether it may be feasible
to include replacement of the infrastructure most in need of
attention as part of the changeover to LED.
It has just been announced that the RMO have been successful in securing €17.5 million in support from the Climate Action
Fund for the LA Public Lighting Energy Efficiency Project nationally. This will form part of the funding necessary for the delivery
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Capital Delivery/Project Management Office
The updated status of the main projects being worked on in the
past month is as follows:
• Killaloe Bridge and By-Pass – As mentioned above, the Steering Group and Consultants met on November 2nd and are progressing on with the various surveys and ground investigation
requirements to develop the detailed design. In parallel, the
land acquisition both by agreement and through the arbitration
process is being progressed. Certain legal issues now need to
be finalised with the Arbitartion Hearings set to resume again in
late January.
• Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – Met the
steering group and consultants on November 2nd and during the
month, the Project Team met with the Inspector and the Strategic Research Assessment Division (SRAD) of the Dept of Transport (DTTaS) to progress the project to the next stage of the approval process. The Consultants (Roughan O’Donovan/AECOM)
are completing the various inputs now required with further updates available for our Steering Group meeting on Dec 5th.
• Ennistymon Inner Relief Road & Bridge Crossing (Blakes
Corner) – The Project Steering group comprising of CCC, TII,
the Midwest Regional Design Office (MWRDO) and Consultants
(Roughan O’Donovan) met last week and agreed the priority action items for the weeks ahead. These include obtaining landowner consent for the completion of Topographical survey on
their private lands prior to the appointment of a Surveying company to carry out a Topographical survey. The PMO will be meeting with said landowners and the Consultants before Christmas
to facilitate this and to deal with any particular design queries
that they may have.
• N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme – The Steering Group for
this project met on November 21st last and the detailed design
is being progressed by Project Consultants, Kilgallen & Partners.
Some Ground Investigation works are now required to assist in
this. The route corridor has been forwarded to the Planning Section and all Planning applications within or adjacent to it will be
considered for impact, if any.
• N19 Shannon Airport Access Road – Further to DTTaS confirming that our Project Appraisal Plan is compliant with all the
relevant guidelines, the TII has now confirmed that there will be
a 2019 allocation for this scheme. The Steering Group held its
meeting on Nov 28th last and agreed that Clare County Council
would now send on a request by letter to TII seeking approval to
proceed with the procurement of Consultancy Services for Phases 1 - 4. The Council will also sign the TII Framework ‘Deed of
Adherence’. In parallel, the Regional Design Office will prepare
the Brief for Consultancy Services using the TII Framework Lot

Winter Maintenance

1d. The consultancy services will include for EIAR, NIS and CPO.
The tentative date for the appointment of Consultants will be by
May 2019.
• Shannon Embankments – PMO staff met with the OPW and
Shannon Airport Authority on Monday Nov 26th. We are awaiting the finalisation of the OPW Brief to appoint Consultants for
this and other related projects and this is expected before Christmas. A workshop was held in late November with OPW and
Council Area Staff to compile the necessary background details
required. This work is ongoing with further actions now needing to be carried out by all parties to the Steering Group with
a view to being in a position to tender for Consultants in Feb/
March 2019.
• Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – Project Consultants (Ryan
Hanley) are nearing finalisation of their tender evaluations. A
recommendation is expected this week on the preferred tenderer. The PMO will endorse same and submit to the OPW for their
approval. Members are reminded that the OPW have previously
confirmed that the necessary funding is secure and that approval
to proceed should issue without delay. This will allow us to have
the successful Contractor appointed before the end of the year
with work beginning on site early in the New Year.
• Doolin Pier Services Centre & Village Enhancement – This
project has now been handed over and will be managed by the
PMO. Discussions on works done to date are ongoing with the
Design team and a detailed programme on bringing the project
to completion will be agreed. Members will be aware that an
funding application was made under the recent Rural Regeneration & Development Fund, the outcome of which is awaited.
• West Clare Railway Greenway - Preliminary work continues
with funding applications having recently being made under the
RRDF for the overall proposal of 88 km (Ennis to Kilkee) with a
separate application also being made under the Greenway Specific Call for a 23km proposal linking Kilrush and Kilkee.
• CFRAMs: The Steering Group comprising of Clare County
Council, OPW regional and OPW national met again last week
and work continues in progressing the 6 no schemes identified
in the recently launched Flood Risk Management Plans for Clare.
Current work being carried out includes the collation of all available background information, previous reports and modelling
information relating to the specific areas and projects. This will
then inform the detailed design once Consultants have been appointed in Feb/March 2019. Members are again reminded that
other areas outside of CFRAMs will of course continue to be
identified by Clare County Council and funding sought under the
Minor Works Scheme.
The status of the Winter Maintenance is that we currently have
almost 1300 tonnes of salt stockpiled in the salt barns at Beechpark which equates to roughly 24 treatments of all planned
routes. We have an order in place for 1200 tonnes of salt which
we are currently collecting from the national salt barn in Cobh
which will be completed prior to the Christmas break. This will
cover an additional 23 treatments of all routes. Further national
salt is available which we will collect early next year.
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STORM DAMAGE
The updated position in regard to the various Coastal and Flood/Storm damaged works is as follows:
PROJECT

CURRENT SITUATION

Cloughaninchy

Negotiations are ongoing with relevant landowners and Clare Co Council with a view to acquiring the
required lands for the project.

Liscannor Bay

Clare County Council awaits the OPWs consideration on the progress of the scheme with particular reference to Clahane.

Lahinch South

Clare County Council is currently engaged in a tender process to appoint a contractor to carry out these
works.

Whitestrand
Miltown

An application for a coastal protection scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal erosion protection scheme has been submitted to the OPW and we await their determination re same.

Quilty

Work is continuing on the sediment transportation modelling and report requested by the Office of
Public Works.

Spanish Point

An application for a coastal protection scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal erosion protection scheme has been submitted to the OPW and we await their determination re same.

Flood Relief Schemes:

Miltown Malbay: At our recent meeting with the Office
•
of Public Works, we asked that they would expedite the Section
50 application for the necessary culvert works and we have been
assured that a response will issue shortly.

The up to date position in relation to each of the areas where we
have been progressing flood relief schemes is as follows:
•
Springfield, Clonlara: PMO staff met with both the
OPW and the Project Consultants in regard to the Planning Application for the Flood Risk Management Plan (FRMP) for Springfield. Work is continuing to address the environmental issues
raised during the Planning Process. Consultations continue with
landowners on acquiring the necessary lands to construct the
scheme.
•
Murtyclough: An Bord Pleanala has granted permission
subject to conditions for the scheme. Clare County Council will
now seek the necessary funding to move as quickly as possible to
the construction stage. The scheme will involve land agreements
with property owners.

WATER SERVICES
Annual Service Plan & Headcount 2018
Clare Co Council delivers a water and waste water service on behalf of Irish Water through an Annual Service Plan (ASP). This
service has been delivered by an agreed headcount of 116 staff
(FTS’ Capital & Operational) and a budget of €12,346m. The
ASP sets out performance and targets to be achieved by Clare
Co Council in providing an efficient and quality water service to
the people of Co Clare. The ASP includes 17 KPI’s, 45 Operational
measures and 15 Tracking measures which are reviewed and
monitored on a weekly / monthly basis.
Water & Waste Water Operations
The following statistics provides an indication of the level of activity / work being carried out by the water & waste water teams
throughout the county during 2018 to-date. The figures do not
however reflect the time invested by the teams which is required
to resolve each complaint etc.:
•
Approx 360 Customer Complaints dealt with to-date
•
15 Emergency Work Orders
•
Approx 4838 Reactive Maintenance Work Orders were

•

Minor Works Schemes: A decision on the various applications
for minor works schemes is expected shortly.

dealt with and closed out
•
Approx 18 Customer Asset Flooding Work Orders attended to and closed out
•
Approx 2694 Service Requests (SR’s) were raised in Co.
Clare by end of November 2018.
•
Requests and Follow on Work Orders
New Irish Water Systems & Projects 2018
In 2018 the following new Irish Water systems have been implemented
Leakage Management System (LMS)
Maximo Upgrade (7.6)
Environmental Information Management system (EIMS)
on Annual Environmental Reporting (AER)
Safety Information management System - SiMS – IW H
& S system
New Hand held Units for Non Domestic Metering 2018
Hand Held Units for Operational teams
Implementation of Operational Frameworks (Laboratory, Materials, Chemicals)
Service Now- access to Irish Water Systems –being updated to Dynamics 365
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WATER SERVICES (cont’d.)

Non Domestic Metering
• In 2018 new Hand Held Units were provided by IW to the 18 meter
readers who cover 26 routes throughout the county. All meter readers have been trained in-house by Water Services Staff with ongoing
support being provided by Meter U Company in relation to the Temetra system and the handheld units.
Taking in Charge queries
• 330 queries received in 2018 requesting confirmation as to whether a water & waste water supply is public or not.
Water Conservation
• Watermains have been replaced at the following locations as part
of the Regional Network Programme in 2018 by Irish Water Contractors. This has contributed to overall leakage reduction in:
- Newmarket on Fergus
- Millstream, Killaloe
- Highfield Park, Ennis
- Bridgestown to Fahy
- Griffins Cross to Mount Catherine, Parteen
- Clarecastle – underway currently
- Cahercalla, Ennis – December 2018
- Hazelgrove, Ruan – December 2018-12-03

In addition following the submission of ANB’s (Asset Needs Briefs)
and Councillor representations works are also programmed for water mains replacements in early 2019 at: N67 (Bealaha), N67 (Doonbeg), and Mullagh to Miltown Malbay.
• In 2018, 289 leaks were found by the Water Conservation team
which includes the Find & Fix team with 267 leaks fixed. Leaks found
/ identified were both public and private supplies with 25% of all
leaks on private property which are not within the remit of Water
Services under the SLA.
• Based on information to-date, circa 1,800,000 litres per day of
water is being saved countywide through the work of the Conservation/ Find & Fix team
• The focus for 2018 by the Conservation Team was in East Clare,
West Clare & Shannon areas with considerable savings achieved in
each area. Crews have now mobilised to the Ennis area.
Clare Drought 2018
• A hose pipe ban was in place during the summer as part of the
response to the Clare Drought. Other initiatives include tankering
to locations in North & East Clare, IBC’s, overnight shut offs also in
North & East Clare and working closely with Group Water Schemes
that are supplied by public water supplies. An incident room was
established in Drumbiggle to monitor & manage the response.
Asset Transfer project:
• 369 water & waste water assets, in Clare, have been identified to
date and agreed with Irish Water to be transferred to Irish Water. All
assets are plotted on the GIS map but not individually identified as
some involve 3rd party, Unregistered, Transferred etc.
2018 Assets Transferred to Irish Water:
• 81 transferred in 2018 (68 transferred in previous years)
Pending 2018
• 42 assets are being discussed to be brought forward for transfer to
Irish Water in the coming months
Non Operational/No Transfer to Irish Water
• 52 assets have been identified to date and are not being transferred to Irish Water
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National Special Projects Office (NSPO)
• 8 Assets are with the NSPO for investigation to ascertain if they
can be considered an underground asset and can therefore be transferred by S.I. 13 of 2015
Ongoing work in 2018 - 3rd Party/Unregistered assets
• The remaining 118 assets are on 3rd Party Registered lands (98)
or Unregistered Lands (20). Background work continues on these
problematic assets and includes:
1. Identified 118 assets to date.
2. Liaised with area caretaker in relation to the asset (is the asset is
in operation, who the landowner are, coordinates etc)
3. Obtained Folio map and information from the PRAI on registered
lands
4. Obtained up to date photograph of asset
5. Agresso payments have been checked to see whether any money
has been paid for the purchase of land
6. Once the Pending assets are dealt with it is envisaged that the
Register book in Finance will be studied to see if there was any historic payments/agreements for transfer/use of land asset, also we
may contact the 3rd party landowners to discuss ownership/possible
transfer to CCC.
Procedures are currently being developed by Irish Water to provide
guidance as to how to deal with these assets – i.e. whether CCC apply for 1st registration and then transfer to IW or if IW will apply for
1st registration, Who will pay Legal fees, registration fees etc.

CAPITAL PROJECTS
IW’s & (CCC’s) Capital Section is broken down into the following subsections;
• Infrastructure Programmes: (major infrastructure projects)
• Capital Programmes: (minor projects)
• Network Programmes: (mains replacements / find and fix).

Clare Capital Investment Plan (CIP) 2014–2016 Projects
(continuing from 2016):
Kilfenora Waste Water Treatment Plant
• At planning stage – submission to be made to Clare County Council
Planning before end 2018. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction
stage before the end of 2019.
Kilfenora Waste Water Treatment Plant
• At planning stage – submission to be made to Clare County Council
Planning before end 2018. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction
stage before the end of 2019.
Quin Waste Water Treatment Plant
• Tender stage completed. Bundled with other regional projects as
part of IW’s ECI (Early Contractor Involvement) contracts. Expectation to go to Gate 3 (construction stage) not determined at this stage.
Clonroadmore Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
• As part of the Ennis Main Drainage Plan Ennis North’s Waste Water
Treatment Plant, Clonroadmore More WwTP, received an upgrade
and this was completed in Nov 2017. This upgrade was designed primarily to deliver on EPA compliance standards (ELV’s). The plant is
designed for 30,150 PE (biological). However, certain hydraulic pinch
point remained outside this upgrade. Currently waste water in Clarecastle is pumped untreated into the Fergus via Quay Rd pumping
station. Under Irish Waters UTAS (Untreated Agglomerations Study)
project it is expected that in 2019 the waste water collected at Quay
Rd pumping station will be diverted via a new waste water pipeline
to Clareabby WwTP.
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Clare Capital Investment Plan (CIP) 2014–2016 Projects
(continuing from 2016):
Shannon Town Waste Water Treatment Plant - Intake Works Contract:
The scope of this project is to provide a new inlet works and other
upgrades to the Shannon WWTP, as follows;
• Intercept the incoming industrial and domestic rising mains
• Construct an inlet works to provide flow/load monitoring and recording of the industrial and domestic influent
• Provide enclosed inlet screening (300 l/s Industrial and 400 l/s
domestic)
• On-line and real time monitoring of each stream
• Provide one grit trap for each stream
• Construct one industrial balancing tank (capacity 1000m3) and
one inlet blending tank (capacity 2500m3) with mixer(s).
• Provide gravity flow to full treatment, monitoring and flow control facilities to limit the flow to treatment to a maximum of 3 DWF
-13,686 m3/day
• Upgrade the two aeration tanks, by the installation of additional
floating surface aerators (Fuchs aerators) to improve the performance of the aeration system.
• Flow & Load Survey to accurately determine the current load to
the WWTP.
The project also included the operation of the WwTP and network
pump stations for the duration of the Design – Build Works, and for
the operation of the upgraded WwTP and pump stations (which are
not being upgraded under this project) for 6 months.

Clare Capital Investment Plan 2017–2021 Projects
Lahinch Waste Water Treatment Plant:
• Gate 1 studies near completion. Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed
design and planning in 2019. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end of 2021.

ongoing. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the
end of 2020 and completed by end 2021.
Clarecastle Waste Water Treatment Plant:
• Gate 2 – detailed design near completion. SI (Site Investigation)
to commence early 2019. Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement
process ongoing. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage
before the end of 2019 and completed by end 2019 / early 2020.
Liscannor Waste Water Treatment Plant:
• Gate 2 – detailed design near completion. Planning submission
expected early 2019. Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before
the end of 2020 and completed by end 2021.
Ballyvaughan Waste Water Treatment Plant:
• Gate 2 – detailed design near completion. Planning submission
expected early 2019. Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before
the end of 2020 and completed by end 2021.
Kilkee Waste Water Treatment Plant:
EIAR required – will take approx 10mts to complete form now.
Gate 2 – detailed cannot be completed until outcome of EIA is
known. Planning submission – programmed for 2020. Landowner/
wayleave/CPO engagement process ongoing. Expectation to go to
Gate 3 – construction stage before the end of 2020 and completed
by end 2021.

Capital Programmes: (minor Capital Works)
Francis St Foul Storm Pumps Upgrade - Ennis
Commenced mid November 2018. Completion February 2019
Inlet Works Project:
This is a national project reviewing and ultimately upgrading various
inlet receiving structures including storm tanks and sludge handling
In Clare the following are within this project;
•
Inagh WwTP
•
Clareabbey WwTP

Ennistymon Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
• Gate 1 studies near completion. Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed
design and planning in 2019. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end of 2021.

•

Newmarket on Fergus Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
• Gate 1 studies near completion. Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed
design & planning in 2019. Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage before the end of 2021.

National Certificate of Authorisation (NCAP):
• This Programme will review all EPA Certified Wastewater plants
with a P.E. (Population Equivalent) of less than 500 and their impact on receiving waters. Ballycannon and Kilmihil WWTP’s in Co.
Clare have been included in the first round of assessments. RPS
has prepared Site Option Reports for both plants which are currently under review.

Clare Untreated Agglomerations Study (UTAS) Projects
(project period 2017-2021):
• Irish Water is committed to investing in infrastructure programmes
and that no area of the county will have any form of untreated discharge from its network by 2021.
• RPS has been appointed as Consulting Engineers. A Design Inception Report has been submitted and accepted by IW. The projects
under UTAS have progressed through pre-planning stage and detailed design. In May 2018, public information sessions have commenced in Clarecastle and were complete in Liscannor in October.
Planning applications commencing with Kilrush are expected to be
lodged by IW in early 2019.
Kilrush Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
• Gate 2 – detailed design near completion. Planning to be submitted early 2019. Landowner/wayleave/CPO engagement process

Miltown Malbay WwTP

The following are other national projects with which Clare are
involved in (at various stages)

Sludge Satellites:
• Clareabbey WWTP has been assessed as a potential satellite
dewatering centre for the purpose of treating imported sludge
from surrounding WWTP’s. Jacobs Tobin has issued their report
which is currently under consideration.
Water Disinfection Programme:

• The Disinfection Project is complete. Irish Water have engaged

CSL to carry out calibration and maintenance of equipment installed as part of the Project and other mechanical/electrical
equipment in Water Treatment Plants not included in the programme in the various locations throughout the County.
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Whitegate; Nutfield, Barefield; Clarefield-Termon, Kilkee; Cahermurphy, Kilmihil; Ardeamush-Knockaskaheen-Poulnagun,
Lisdoonvarna; The Rural Water Team continue to work with
schemes to ensure their members have a robust and sustainable quality and quantity supply of water available to them.

Be Winter-Ready Campaign
On 7th November, the 2018/19 Be Winter Ready Information
Campaign was launched.

RURAL WATER PROGRAMME
• In relation bored wells , in 2018 to date the Council provided
funding assistance totaling €52k for 29 applicants providing or
improving their own private individual supplies.

The ‘Be Winter-Ready’ campaign is intended to raise awareness
about the particular challenges that winter can present with a
particular focus this year on building strong communities and
looking out for the vulnerable.

• In relation to subsidies for Group Water Schemes, Subsidy
grants totalling approx €1.2m were paid out to 51 schemes so
far in 2018.
• A total number of 15 schemes availed of grant funding under
the Department Multi Annual Rural Water Programme with the
Clare Rural Water Programme total draw down increasing by
€236,000 on the 2017 draw down of €408,000.
• Under the Multi Annual Rural Water Programme for 2018,
Clare County Council has drawn down approximately €644,000.
Initially €440,000 was awarded to Clare under the Programme
but with a successful application by the Clare Rural Water Programme to get 5 schemes 100% funded under Measure 4 – Taking in Charge this allowed for further schemes to avail of funding under Measure 2 of the programme – Network Upgrades.
• The allocation of 100% funding approved by the Dept. to
Fanore GWS, Carrigerry GWS, Lurraga GWS, Drumline GWS and
Fox & Geese GWS has been greatly beneficial in progressing the
schemes towards the taking in charge.
It is hoped that these schemes will become part of the public
water network in the near future.

The campaign highlights the ‘Whole of Government’ approach
being taken to winter preparations. This sort of approach was
seen during recent storms Ophelia, Emma, and Ali, which posed
challenges for communities, businesses, Government Departments and Agencies.
Importantly, the ‘Be Winter-Ready’ campaign informs the public of what is being done in relation to winter preparations and
where they can source valuable information that can assist
them through a difficult period.
The Office of Emergency Planning, in collaboration with their
colleagues in the Department of Rural and Community Development, have designed and produced a leaflet on building
strong communities. This leaflet is available on the winterready.
ie website.

• The following is a breakdown of funding provided under the
programme:
Measure 1 (Water Quality – 100% Funded)
-€ 37,000
Measure 2a(Water Conservation – 85% Funded
- € 77,670
Measure 2b(Network Upgrades – 85% Funded)
- €234,775
Measure 4 (GWS’s which wish to be Taken in Charge)
- €279,772
Retention from 2017 Works
- € 14,720
• A total no. of 8 schemes have been taken in charge to date in
2018 namely: Ballymaconna, Barefield ; Corbally-Danganbrack,
Quin / Clooney ; Lakyle – Capalaheen, Kilkishen ; Williamstown,
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
CLARE COUNTY FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE

Recent Operational Training Courses

Exercise Silver Axe at Shannon Airport – 13th November 2018

The following brigade training courses were held IN November:

On 13th November, Clare County Council, along with the other
Principal Response Agencies (An Garda Síochána and Health
Services Executive) attended Shannon Airport to partake in a
simulated plane crash with the Airport Authorities. Over 150
persons were involved in the exercise during the morning.

• Swift Water First Responder Courses were held in Killaloe, Kilrush, Kilkee & Ennis.

• Swift Water Rescue Technician Recertification Course in Ennis
• Abrasive Wheels Training held in Scariff, Shannon, Ennistymon
• Line Rescue Refresher Course held in Kilrush

The exercise involved an initial simulated fire on a plane which
was attended by the “Blue Lights” responders – Airport Fire
Service, Local Authority Fire Service, An Garda Síochána and National Ambulance Service. Middle and senior management of
the respective agencies were then exercised in dealing with the
ongoing issues of such an event, and this then concluded with
a “live” Press Briefing in which Mr. Pat Dowling, Chief Executive
dealt with issues pertinent to the Local Authority.
Long Service Awards – Fire Service
On 15th November, Long Service Awards were presented to a
number of Clare County Council Firefighters by Eoghan Murphy T. D. Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government.
Councillor Michael Begley, Cathaoirleach of Clare County Council was present at this event, held in the Red Cow Hotel in Dublin. The awards were instituted to give recognition to personnel
in the Fire Service for periods of service over 20 and 30 years
respectively,
The Clare County Council nominees, whom all received 20 year
awards, were:
• Station Officer Gerard Aylmer, Shannon Fire Brigade
• Station Officer John Garvey, Kilkee Fire Brigade
• Ex-Sub Station Officer Cathal MacCormaic , Shannon Brigade
• Ex-Sub Station Officer Anthony Rodgers, Killaloe Fire Brigade
• Driver Mechanic John Daly, Killaloe Fire Brigade
• Firefighter Mark Clancy, Ennistymon Fire Brigade
• Firefighter Majella Monaghan, Killaloe Fire Brigade
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The National Directorate for Fire & Emergency Management ran
a National Training Course for Instructors at the Ennis Training
Centre from the 19th to 23rd November –Fire Service Personnel
from across the country attended this course.
A 3 week Initial Recruits Firefighter Course commenced on the
26th November with 18 students in attendance (10 of which are
from Clare).
Recruitment of Retained Fire Service Personnel
Clare County Fire & Rescue Service have experienced ongoing
challenges with the Recruitment and Retention of retained fire
service personnel but a new intake of personnel on the 15th December will alleviate the majority of the crewing issues. New
panels will continue to be advertised as the need arises.
Fire & Building
Control Section (Main Activities)

NOVEMBER YEAR TO
2018
DATE

Number of Emergency Calls Attended

67

943

Number of Fire Safety
Certificates Received

14

93

Number of Fire Safety
Certificates Granted

8

92

Number of Fire Safety
Certificates Invalidated

2

3

Number of Disability Access Certificates Received

9

67

Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted

7

65

Number of Commencement Notices Received

30

399

Number of Dangerous Structures/
Places Complaints

5

23
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
ENVIRONMENT
Environmental Awareness
National Reuse Month ‘Trash to Treasure’ Event:

• Clare County Council’s Greener Clare Programme and Clare
Haven Horizons joined forces to support National Reuse Month
2018 by hosting a ‘Trash to Treasure’ furniture up-cycling workshop at the Clare Haven Horizons Charity Fashion & Furniture
Home-Store, Gort Road, Ennis, on 8th November 2018. Approximately 50 persons attended this free workshop which featured
a demonstration by Dave Corboy of Revive & Retro on the many
ways to up-cycle old furniture pieces. National Reuse Month
2018 aimed to inspire and provide skills and tools to reuse more
at home, at work and at play.
Ennis Tidy Towns Zero Waste Workshop
• Karen Foley, Environmental Awareness Officer, presented at
the final of a series of three Zero Waste workshops hosted by
Feidhlim Harty and Ennis tidy Towns. The presentation outlined
supports available from Clare County Councils Greener Clare
Programme in terms of developing locally led environmental
initiatives as well as lots of waste prevention project ideas. This
final workshop saw the formation of a number of subgroups who
will look at the developing waste prevention initiatives in Ennis
and around the county.

Waste Management

• Clare County Council continues to improve its recycling facilities around the county, a new card machine is available in Scarriff
Recycling centre for the public’s convenience with Shannon and
Ennis to follow in the near future. The relocation of the bring
banks in Broadford is happening in conjunction with the local
community and ESB.
• A bring bank rebranding initiative is due to be completed in the
next few months at all of our bring bank sites in County Clare in
line with a national initiative.

ble Initiatives (PRI’s) such as the Waste Tyres Regulations (REPAK
ELT), the End of Life vehicles (ELVES) compliance scheme and the
packaging pilot enforcement project as well as Waste Electrical & Electronic Equipment (WEEE), Batteries and Farm Plastics
compliance. Reporting on the 2018 RMCEI plan is currently being progressed with a view to making returns to the EPA early in
2019.
• Fines issued to individuals under the Litter Pollution Act 1997,
as amended, remains ongoing with 104 fines having been issued
year to date by the team. There are a number of prosecutions
currently pending and these are expected to progress through
the court system in the coming weeks.
• Litter Pollution training took place for some of the enforcement staff in HQ and proved to be very beneficial for the team.
The course was given by a leading consultant in the waste management industry.
Waste Management Bye-Laws, 2018
• New waste management byelaws have now been adopted by
the elected members of Clare County Council. These new bye
laws shall be enacted at midnight on the 11th December 2018.
These bye laws will provide waste enforcement staff with additional powers to deal with specific issues arising from the incorrect management, storage or presentation of waste by a business or homeowner.
Litter Management Plan 2019-2021
The non-statutory consultation phase has commenced in preparing a Draft Litter Management Plan for the period 2019-2021
with the deadline for receipt of submissions having now passed.
Currently all submissions received are being assessed for consideration in the next draft of the plan.
Capital Projects - Beaches
O’Briens Builders and Civil Engineering Contractors have been
appointed as Main Contractor for the construction of the upgrade and extension to the public toilets in Lahinch. The Contractor is currently on site with the facilities scheduled for opening
in May 2019.

Waste Enforcement

• There are currently 156 active environmental complaints
logged on the environmental Central Records Management
(CRM) system, 113 of which have been allocated to the Waste
Enforcement Unit. A total of 1,394 complaints have been closed
out by the enforcement unit since the start of the year.
• Following a successful application to the Department for Communications, Climate Action and Environment (DCCAE), all funds
have now been drawn down in relation to the 2018 Anti-Dumping Initiative. It is unclear at the moment if the Department intends to roll out a similar initiative in 2019.
• National Waste Priorities for 2019 have now been circulated
from the DCCAE; these will form the basis for the 2019 Recommended Minimum Criteria for Environmental Enforcement Inspections (RMCEI) plan in conjunction with Producer Responsi-

Water and Scientific Services
Water Pollution Complaints:
• Currently 60 pollution complaints have been dealt with in 2018.
Planning referrals from Planning Department:
• Planning referrals have been processed in this section where
specialist scientific assessment is required. 160 forestry applications have been processed to date in 2018.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Water and Scientific Services cont’d
National Inspection Programme of Domestic Wastewater Treatment Systems (Septic Tanks):
• This inspection programme is carried out by both Teams 5 &
6 and continues throughout the county in areas where risk to
human health/valuable water resources is high. The regulations
governing operation of septic tanks/domestic wastewater treatment systems require owners to operate and maintain the systems. Over sixty inspections have been completed this year and
our compliance rate is similar to that found nationally. The EPA
publishes the inspection findings annually.

• Removal of summer hanging baskets and tiered planters from
various locations around the town of Ennis has been completed
with assistance of the MD staff and contractors. The baskets/
planters have been delivered to the gardening depot with containers put into winter storage.

Section 4 Discharge Licences to Water under the Water Pollution Act 1977-1990:
• Inspections are on-going to licensed facilities with one hundred visits completed to date in 2018.
Farm Inspections under the Good Agriculture Practice (GAP)
Regulations 2017:
• Clare County Council carries out inspections for the following reasons; to ensure compliance with the GAP Regulations,
following notifications from the DAFM, pollution investigation,
complaint investigation. 31 inspections have been completed to
date this year.
River Basin Management Plan 2018-2021:
• Staff of Clare County Council are liaising with the EPA, Local
Authorities Waters and Community Office (LAWCO) and also attend the South Western Regional Operational Committee meetings in order to prioritise activities in this area.

Laboratory and Technical Support

• The last round of River Sampling is currently taking place which
will complete the 2018 complement. To date 115 River samples
have been taken.
• The Private Group Water analysis is progressing with 41 samples taken to date with the program to be completed by the second week of December.
• Private Commercial Supplies, 74 samples have been taken to
date with the annual program to be completed by the second
week of December.
• Clare County Council continues to meet all its monitoring obligations under the IW SLA.
• Public Drinking water supplies, 926 samples have been taken
and uploaded to the EPA portal (EDEN) and forwarded to IW in
compliance with the SLA.
• The Blue Flag applications for 2019 have been compiled with
Team 10 and will be submitted in the first week of December.
• Applications for 3 Green Coast Awards will be made later in
the month with the current three sites being applied for again.

Central Waste Management Facility

• Clare County Council has completed another felling exercise
at the CWMF in conjunction with our forestry consultant and
contractor. This was completed under a forestry licence and will
be followed by a re-planting exercise in this area in early 2019.
Similar works will continue over the coming years at the CWMF.

Gardening

• Winter Maintenance: The winter pruning and maintenance
schedule e.g. hedge cutting, pruning of shrubs etc has commenced.

• Preparatory work for 2019 season: Early season hanging baskets planted with appropriate flowers and now stored in poly
tunnels to over-winter in appropriate conditions, pending installation at locations in March/ April ’19 – Works completed/
maintenance ongoing. Ordering for 2019 season substantially
completed with expected delivery of plants/bulbs in Dec/Jan.
Order of trees for National Tree Week (March 2019) submitted
and pending delivery.
• Christmas Tree Recycling Programme: Clare County Council
will continue its Christmas tree recycling initiative and a suitable
contractor has been identified. The scheme will be advertised
through various local media channels as in previous years.

Limerick Clare Energy Agency

• Energy Management System: Energy Consumption data has
been prepared and submitted to the annual statutory reports
under SI 426. A review of the energy performance metrics will
be conducted in 2019.
• Energy Costs: There has been a 5% reduction in energy costs
in the past 10 months of 2018 compared to the same period in
2017. The reduction in energy costs is mainly attributable to the
benefit centralised energy tariff negotiations, energy efficiency
upgrades in public lights, and heating controls in large buildings.
Energy cost reductions will vary throughout the year as a function of the quantity of energy consumed and the change in tariffs
applied.
• Energy Consumption: While the energy cost reduction is 5%
the actual reduction in energy use is only 2% overall. There are
also increases in the quantity of energy for pubic lighting, due
to taking in charge. A national & regional pubic lighting upgrade
programme has been proposed by the Roads Management Office (RMO). For Clare County Council the proposed upgrade
would involve 11,924 lights and could reduce energy consumption by 2,900,000 kWh. Clare County Council has signed up to
tranch 1 of the roll out of the initiative.
• Energy Performance: Clare County Council has achieved an energy performance of 17.5% towards the required 33% by 2020.
Significant progress is required over the coming two years. The
percentage improvement is dependent upon the organisation
energy consumed and the performance metric. The percentage
change is calculated on the Monitoring and Reporting performance tool hosted by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland
(SEAI).
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NOVEMBER IN PICTURES
AROUND THE COUNCIL

Liam Conneally, Director of Economic Development, in conversation with Ryder Cup Captain Paul McGinley at the
President’s Lunch in Dromoland Castle Hotel.

Mayor of Clare Councillor Michael Begley pictured on stage with
the winning businesses the Clare Business Excellence Awards.
Clare County Council was the main sponsor of the awards
scheme which is run by Ennis Chamber.

Councillors Pat Daly and Mary Howard join Mayor of Ennis
Councillor Clare Colleran Molloy for the switching on of
the Ennis Christmas Lights and the launch of ‘Christmas In
Ennis’ in O’Connell Square on November 23rd.

Councillors Gabriel Keating, Michael Begley (Mayor), Ian Lynch
and Bill Slattery joined Pat Dowling (Chief Executive) and Leonard Cleary (Director of Rural Development) for the launch of a
new sculpture at the Carrigaholt Road roundabout in Kilkee.

Clare County Council hosted a special reception honouring Garda Chief Superintendent John Kerin who is due to retire in the
coming weeks. Elected Members paid tribute to John who has
worked closely with the Council over a long number of years.

Mayor of Ennis MD, Cllr Clare Colleran Molloy, and Elected Members recognised the local ‘Knitters of the World’ group and Clare
Branch of the Irish Red Cross in securing an official Guinness World
Record for the “Largest Hand Knitted Blanket” (non-crochet).
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