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Procurement

FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES
CORPORATE SERVICES

Tender Description

Deadline 2017

Ballycurraun & Parknamoney Bridge Repair Works

21st July

Resettlement Support Worker

21st July

Kilkee Fire Station

28th July

Kildysart/Coolmeen GWS

28th July

Supply of Diesel Tipping Truck

9th August

Coach Park Reception building at Cliffs of Moher

15th August

Cloghaun Lough Bridge Rehabilitation Works

15th August

Architectural Services for Roslevan Housing

11th August

Civil & Structural Engineering Services for Roslevan
Housing

11th August

Mechanical & Electrical Engineering Services for
Roslevan Housing

11th August

Quantity Surveying Services for Roslevan Housing

11th August

Provision of PPE for Fire Services

21st August

Gym Refurbishment Works at Ennis Leisure Centre

15th August

Latoon Creek Bridge Rehabilitation Works

6th September

Provision of SICAP Programme

29th September

Collection of Tyres
Latoon Creek Bridge Rehabilitation (Services Diversion)
Mini Digger Services at Ballyduffbeg
Pavement Overlay Schemes 2017 – Clare
Feasibility Study for Maritime Centre of Excellence
at Cahiracon

Register of Electors
The Register of Electors for 2017/2018 is being compiled. Public
notice has been given of this, including on social media. For those
who wish to know if they are on the register, they should check
www.checktheregister.ie.

HUMAN RESOURCES
The Human Resources Department continued the recruitment
process throughout the summer months with posts advertised, interviews held and panels formed. Supervisor posts in the Recycling
Centres and Reception posts in the Ennis Leisure Centre were filled
on a permanent basis with panels formed for Librarians and School
Wardens for posts to be filled in the coming months.
Other posts filled over the last two months include Branch Librarians, Library Attendants, Clerical Officer, General Operatives, Beach
Lifeguards and Sports Facilities Attendants (Kilrush).

Into September a number of competitions will be advertised in the
22nd September following areas: Pool Lifeguard (Temporary and Sporadic Cover),
Administrative Officer, Senior Staff Officer, Facilities Management
15th August
Attendants, Libraries Facilities Attendants and Retained Fire Fighter
posts in Kilkee, Kilrush and Shannon.
10th August

During July and August a total of 13 courses were organised through
13th September HR with 134 staff in attendance.
8th September

FINANCE

Capital Account:

Income and Expenditure Account
Expenditure across all divisions for the first half of the year was €53.7m
(50% of budget for the year). Income from all sources (including Rates,
Local Government Fund and Pension Levy) amounted to €54.1m (50%
of budget for the year). The table below gives a summary of the income
and expenditure by division. In each case the income and expenditure
to June 30th is expressed as a percentage of the overall budget for 2017.
The usual seasonal factors that impact spending and income are evident. Taking these factors into account, in overall terms the council has
operated broadly in line budget in the first half oF 2017.
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Expenditure of €15.9m has been incurred on capital account in
the first six months of 2017; while Income was €15.7m, resulting
in a net movement of €0.2m in the capital account balance.
The main areas of expenditure in the period were on Social
Housing acquisitions and Social Housing Void refurbishment, and
Roads Infrastructure remediation which together accounted for
over 90% of expenditure.
Capital Account Summary - Half Year to 30 June 2017
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

TOURISM

EMPLOYMENT & LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE

July-August 2017 - Key Activities
• For the fourth year in a row, the Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience in County Clare has recorded one million visitors within
a calendar year. The world-famous visitor attraction reached
the figure on Friday, 11 August 2017, 11 days ahead of the date
the figure was reached in 2016 and exactly 10 weeks earlier
than when the milestone was first reached in 2014. The North
Clare visitor attraction is now on track to exceed its record visitor total of 1,427,166 people in 2016.
• New canoe facilities and services blocks have been provided at the Clare County Council managed Dromaan Harbour,
County Clare, as part of a regional initiative aimed at promoting
water-based activities on Ireland’s third largest lake.

PLANNING & ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT

•
Arising out of the success of the monthly Biafest, LEO
Clare worked with Fleadh TV to create a live trading market as
a backdrop to the live TV broadcasts. The event itself was titled “Marketfest” and the aim was to give Clare based food and
craft enterprises an opportunity to trade during the Fleadh and
get exposure to the many hundreds of thousands that watch
the live programme around the World. Fifteen stalls were
erected in the towns Market Building showcasing some of our
finest food and craft entrepreneurs. The participants were also
afforded a 30 second promotional video recorded by Fleadh TV
for each business to then use for their own advertising campaigns. An added benefit, was the showcasing of the market
building as a live trading location. With such a prime location
for the event, businesses saw a high volume of traffic along
with many unexpected sales of products throughout the 5 days
of the event. Overall the feedback of the event has been very
positive from both the public and the traders themselves.

• 74 planning applications were received in July and 79 for
August bringing the total number received for 2017 to 669.
14 pre-planning applications were also received during the
month of July and 13 were received in August .
• Enforcement – 31 complaints were received, 40 warning letters were issued, 15 Enforcement Notices were served and 13
files were closed during the months of July and August.
• 5 estates were taken in charge in July 2017, 3 of these were
in the Shannon Municipal District and 2 in the Killaloe MD.
• The Inis Cealtra Visitor Management and Sustainable Tourism Development Plan was presented at the fourth and final public consultation event in Mountshannon on 6th July
2017. Brian O’Brien of Solearth Architecture, the consultants
commissioned by Clare County Council to prepare the plan,
presented the final plan and how the issues raised through
public consultation had been considered and addressed. The
attendance and feedback on the final plan was very positive
and the community look forward to its future implementation.

•
LEO Clare hosted a stand in the Woodstock Hotel at
the Legacy Conference attended by Tanaiste Frances Fitzgerald.

• The Draft County Clare Heritage Plan and the Draft Clare Biodiversity Action Plan for the period 2017-2023 went on public display from 21st July to 28th August 2017 and a number
of submissions were received for each.
• “It’s In Your Nature” was the theme of National Heritage
Week 2017 which ran from 19th-27th August with over 102
events taking place around the County. Overall the attendance and feedback from the events were positive.

•
LEO Clare, in conjunction with LEO Limerick and LCETB,
recently completed a survey of Clare based enterprises to ascertain their requirements in respect of training needs for their
employees and the business owners themselves. The outcome
of this survey will be used to formulate and guide appropriate
training programmes aligned to the needs of our locally based
enterprises.

• Redevelopment of the Carrigaholt Roundabout in Kilkee,
which incorporates landscaping and the erection of a sculpture in the centre, was completed under the Town and Village
Renewal Scheme 2016. The remaining projects in Clarecastle,
Scarriff and Shannon will be completed in the coming months.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
July-August 2017 Actions: Monthly Management Report for the September Meeting of Clare County Council.

Upgrade for Kilrush Town Hall
Pictured at Áras Contae an Chláir at the
contract signing for the delivery of upgrade
works at Kilrush Town Hall, the Civic offices
of the Municipal District of West Clare, are
L-R Leonard Cleary, Director of Rural Development and West Clare Municipal District;
Susan Fitzgibbon, M. Fitzgibbon Contractors; Pat Dowling, Chief Executive; John
Moylan, Chief Technician, General Design
Office.
The renovation and upgrade works include
the provision of a Hi-Speed Broadband Hub
targeted at micro and small rural enterprises and the upgrade of existing office space and Municipal District Chamber. It is anticipated that the work will be completed by late September.
The public West Clare Municipal District Office has been temporarily relocated to the Lillis Travel Building,
The Square, Kilrush, until Monday 25 September 2017 due to the refurbishment works to the Town Hall in
Kilrush. The Customer Service and Cash Receipting facility is available Monday to Friday (10.00 a.m. - 12.00
p.m. & 1.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.). The non public backroom office has been re-located to Kilrush Depot, Limekiln Road, Kilrush.

Ennis Town Centre Free Wi-Fi service launched
The Wi-Fi hotspots have been designed
to provide members of the public visiting
Ennis with a free, easily accessible and reliable internet service.

In advance of Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann,
Clare County Council completed the rollout of free public Wi-Fi to Ennis town
centre.
The service, which is being supported
by members of Ennis Chamber of Commerce, enables users to log on to free
Wi-Fi whilst in town and discover further
information on shops and services available locally.
Users can logon via Facebook or anonymously via their Smartphone, tablet or
laptop at several locations including Parnell Street and Carpark, Abbey Street and
Carpark, the Market area, and O’Connell
Street and O’Connell Square.
Clare County Council funded this initiative and worked with local businesses to

deliver a valuable service which will draw
additional shoppers and businesspeople
to the town.
This initiative is the first of its scale in the
county and illustrates the commitment of
Clare County Council to providing a business and visitor friendly atmosphere in
the centre of the county’s capital town.
The Council plans to rollout a similar
scheme elsewhere in the county.

Users who logon via Facebook or the Ennis town splash page will also learn about
what the town has to offer in terms of
shopping, accommodation, things to do
and places to eat.
The rollout of free Wi-Fi to public libraries
in Ennis and Shannon has been completed. Plans are in place to extend the service to Kilrush, Kilkee, Scarriff and Miltown
Malbay public library.

The launch of this new free broadband
service in the heart of Ennis further underpins its credentials as a visitor, customer and business friendly town.
The service taps into the high speed
broadband infrastructure in the town
and is available to use 24/7.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Clare projects showcase Pride of Place for visiting judges
The Clare Garda Division and the communities of Cooraclare
and Cree competed for the adjudication stage of 2017 IPB
Pride of Place competition, which took place on 30 August
2017.

nated for this year’s Pride of Place by Clare Chief Superintendent, John Kerin. The project has resulted in a reduction in assaults, incidents of drunkenness and complaints from members
of the public.
The project, which has been entered into Category 6 (Community-based Youth Initiative) of the competition, has involved
multi-agency co-operation as well as the involvement of the
young people, parents and the business community. Judges
took a tour of the Queens nightclub and reviewed the CCTV
system and Sinbin, they also spoke with the various bus companies, parents, Civil Defence and School Principals.
Cooraclare and Cree were nominated in Category 8 (Communities Reaching Out Initiative) of this year’s Pride of Place by Malin
Kelly, Coordinator, Health & Wellbeing Officer for CLG Cuar an
Chláir. In an era of increasing rural isolation, a group of willing
volunteers from CLG Cuar an Chláir’s Health & Wellbeing Team
has reached out to engage with locals to ensure inclusion.

Two separate projects have been nominated by the Rural Development Directorate of Clare County Council to participate in
the annual all-island competition, which is run by Co-operation
Ireland and aims to recognise and celebrate the vital contributions that communities make to society.

The Pride of Place adjudicators visited the “Together on Thursday” and “Friday Fitness” groups for the unveiling of the ‘Health
and Wellbeing’ emblem. The judges were treated to music and
dance during their visit to Cree.

An Garda Síochána’s “Clare Teenage Disco” initiative was nomi-

Age Friendly Strategy

€56,000 for 6 Clare Outdoor
Recreation projects
Michael Ring, T.D., Minister for Rural and Community Development, informed Clare County Council of his decision to allocate €56,000 to six Clare projects under the 2017 Outdoor
Recreation Infrastructure Scheme.
The Scheme is part of the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development and provides funding for the development of
new outdoor recreational infrastructure and the maintenance,
enhancement and promotion of existing outdoor recreational
infrastructure in Ireland.
The Scheme is being run by Local Authorities and State Agencies, and funding will be provided to a maximum of 80% of total project costs, with the balance to be provided from Local
Authority or other sources.

Pictured with Pat Dowling (Chief Executive) is Karen Fennessy
the new Age Friendly Development Officer, Rural Development Directorate.

The grants being awarded will support a mix of smaller local
measures with grants of up to €10,000 each.
Clare projects in receipt of funding:

Clare County Council initiated the delivery of the Clare AgeFriendly Strategy in 2014 in line with the National Age-Friendly
Programme.

East Clare Way (€7,973)
Vandeleur Walled Gardens, Kilrush (€10,000)
Cappa Amenity/Walkway (€10,000)
Kilrush Wood River Walk (€10,000)
Fartlek Training System at Active Ennis John O Sullivan
Park (€10,000)
The Mid Clare Way/SLÍ NA MÉARACÁN (€7,944)

The Age-Friendly Development Officer will co-ordinate the delivery of Clare County Council’s actions within the Strategy and
report on same. The office will support the Clare Business of
Ageing Forum and represent Clare Age-Friendly at National,
Regional and County events.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

The overlay work which had been scheduled for 2016 for Bealaha
on the N67, but couldn’t proceed because watermain rehabilitation works which had been planned by Irish Water didn’t go ahead
is to proceed later this year as agreement has been reached with
Irish Water to the effect that when the Watermain Rehabilitation
Works proceed, the overlay works will also proceed as a sub-contract of the watermain project.

•
€14,803,865 from the DTTAS in respect of Non-National
routes – an increase of 13.8% over 2016.
•
€2,839,359 from the Council’s Own Resources – an increase of 0.77% when compared with the 2016 allocation.
•
The foregoing adds up to a total fund of €18,566,224.
Implementation of the various programmes as approved in the
2017 SMDW is ongoing and, in general terms, the scheduled works
are well advanced. The surface dressing programme has been
completed and all of the other sub-programmes are progressing
at a pace which is consisted with expectations – Restoration Improvement, Low Cost Safety, the Bridge Rehab programme, the
supplementary Local Secondary and Tertiary programme and so
on. The Part VIII process pertaining to the Latoon Bridge remediation project was approved at the June meeting, the tender process
is ongoing and its reconstruction will commence in the Autumn.
Community Involvement Scheme applications which were submitted by the June 9th closing date have been assessed and the associated programme is being developed as the private contributions
are being submitted. A total of 28 applications were submitted.

With regard to the 2017 Roadworks Programme the following are
the overall allocations confirmed from the three funding sources
which facilitate the overall budget provision:
•
€923,000 from the TII in respect of National Routes – but
excluding the annual overlay programme. Details of the annual
National Secondary overlay programme were confirmed in June
and include for 2 sections of the N67 between Kilrush and Moneypoint and one section of the N68 at Darragh. In addition, clearance has been given to proceed with an upgrade of the Square in
Kilrush which has deteriorated considerably. All overlay works
will proceed in the autumn along with similar planned works on
a number of Regional Routes – the tender process in relation to
same is to get underway imminently.

PUBLIC LIGHTING

Public Lighting is the single biggest energy consumption component of the Council’s infrastructure and significant investment is required in this area if the current statutory target of
achieving a carbon footprint reduction of 33% (based on 2009
levels) by 2020 is to materialise – options to facilitate progress
in this regard are being examined – both in local and National
contexts. To date, almost half of the target reduction has been
achieved, thus the challenge ahead is considerable.

Clare County Council has responsibility for the management
and maintenance of more than 13,000 public lights in the
county (CCC does not have responsibility for those pertaining
to the Motorway Network).
These lights are maintained under contract by Airtricity – in
general, the contract is working well and in compliance in that
the number of public lights which are out of order at any time
doesn’t exceed 2%.

6
6

The fact that the National Inventory of Public Lights has been
updated is key to achievement of the objective. The National
Public Lighting steering group is of the view that an investment
of between €250 and €300 million is required (Nationally) to
provide the necessary upgrade to the infrastructure over the
next 3.5 years
For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options
available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults:
• Internet: Direct reporting on our website – www.airtricitysolutions.com
• Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions dedicated Call Centre –
1850 372 772
• Local Authority Identification – via www.clarecoco.ie or Contact number
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STORM DAMAGE (Jan/Feb 2014)

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

•
Cumulative expenditure to date is in excess of €15 million.
•
The sum remaining to be spent in relation to the coastal damage repair programme is €4 million. The programme pertaining to same should
be substantially completed by the end of 2017 or the Spring of 2018 pending successful passage through outstanding approvals process. The main
outstanding project in this context will involve extension of the already completed Promenade revetment project in a Southerly direction at the back
of Lahinch village – planning approval has already been confirmed but the outcome of the ancillary Foreshore Lease application is awaited.
•
Separately, the strategy pertaining to coastal strengthening proposals is ongoing (see below table). The cost of Feasibility Studies and other
ancillary outlay is being separately funded by the Office of Public Works and is not part of the sums referred to under the previous 2 bullet points.
The following table sets out the current position in relation to Strengthening and significant Remediation projects:

PROJECT

CURRENT SITUATION

Cloughaninchy

The most recent proposal submitted to the OPW has been approved in principle and an allocation of €36,000
has been confirmed to facilitate design and submission as a formal Planning application. The projet consultants have been briefed in relation to same.

New Quay/Aughinish

The Feasibility Study has been completed by the consultants – it would not be possible to implement any
solutions identified in a manner which would result in a positive BCR outcome and so it is unlikely that OPW
approval would be forthcoming in relation to same.

Doolin

Feasibility Study nearing completion. The key point to be clarified relates to how coastal defence solutions
would interact with and complement the separate proposed harbour area development plan which is being
prepared at present. Liaison in this regard is progressing between the 2 consultants.

Liscannor Bay: Clehane, Adjacent to Feasibiliity Study completed and submitted to the OPW –response currently awaited from the OPW.
Pitch & Putt, Liscannor
Lahinch Central (Prom Area)

Contract substantially completed

Lahinch South

Consultants design work ongoing. The formal planning process (Part VIII) concluded in May. The ancillary
Foreshore Licence Application process is ongoing and an outcome is awaited. It is envisaged that this coastal
strengthening project will proceed after the 2017 tourist season.

Whitestrand (Milltown
Spanish Point, Quilty

Malbay), Feasibility Study completed and submitted to the OPW – response awaited.

Ross Bay

Strengthening requirements – application to appoint consultant to carry out Feasibility Study still under consideration by the OPW.

Kilbaha

Feasibility Study draft completed – final draft preparation ongoing in advance of submission to the OPW.

Atlantic Coastline/IFA

Contract works completed in Farrihy & Doonmore. Significant environmental sensitivities in the vicinity of
Lough Donnell has resulted in liaison with NPWS – the outcome envisages a proposal to restore the original
sluice arrangements (will be subject of formal Planning process. Planning application is being prepared).

Estuary Coastline/IFA

Design work ongoing in relation to multiple locations. Contract works have been completed on sluices at
Ballynacally and Kildysart and on sea walls at Burrane, Killimer and Carrownacalla, Kilrush. Embankment
reconstruction works to be tendered shortly in relation to sites at Kildysart and general vicinity.

WINTER 2015/16 – flooding impact

the town, centred around Church Street has been completed and proposes a solution which would involve upgrading of existing culvert and
drainage infrastructure as well as extension of the down-gradiant open
channel system to facilitate efficient disposal of surface water to the
Cleadagh River. A consultant has been appointed and is working on
preparation of a formal planning application, to be followed by application to the OPW for funding to implement the proposed solution.
• Ballyvaughan: A hydrological assessment in relation to the problems
experienced in Ballyvaughan has been completed. The proposed solution would involve capacity adjustment of the existing channel and
outfall facilitating drainage of the catchment which heretofore hasn’t
been able to cope in extreme flooding situations. The BCR is marginally
positive and a consultant is to be procured shortly to facilitate pursuit of
planning approval, funding and implementation.
• Murtyclough: The N67 was closed to traffic for 6 weeks in late 2015/
early 2016 and the recommended solution, following a hydrological
assessment, involves the provision of a pumping station to dispose of
surplus flood water to Galway Bay. There are significant environmental
designations and sensitivities in the area. The project consultant is at
an advanced stage on the preparation of a formal planning application
following which funding to facilitate implementation will be pursued.
• Kilkee: Following on from an extreme flood event in Kilkee in February, and taking account of the fact that the location is acknowledged
in CFRAMS as one which is in need of further assessment, we propose
to arrange for feasibility regarding the development of an appropriate
flood defence scheme.

Arising from the extreme flood events of the 2015/16 Winter period,
the Council has been pursuing feasible solutions in a number of areas
with a view to minimisation of risk in the event that situations of a similar nature occur again. Among the locations under consideration are
Springfield, Milltown Malbay, Ballyvaughan and Murtyclough (near New
Quay) – the up to date position in relation to each is as follows:
• Springfield, Clonlara: Following on from provision of additional information by the Council and submission of an ancillary appeal, the OPW
has carried out a review of its original findings. The draft outcome of
this review is encouraging in that it identifies a potential positive BCR
solution which envisages the construction of an embankment with a
1/1000 year level of protection between the vulnerable residential area
of Springfield and the Shannon River Channel. Within the past few
weeks the OPW has confirmed it’s approval to the Council to appoint a
consultant, who, in the first instance is required to establish the feasibility of the proposed solution from economic, technical and environmental perspectives. The consultant will be appointed as soon as possible.
• Milltown Malbay: A hydrological assessment of the Northern part of
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CAPITAL PROJECTS

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

facilities at Doolin Pier and the development of traffic management
and car and coach parking facilities in the vicinity of Fisher Street.
• Blakes Corner – During the second half of 2016, separate determinations from TII and An Bord Pleannala confirmed that a 2 stage
approach to approval to the project would not be acceptable and
that the appropriate Planning Process to deal with it would be the
Part VIII procedure. The steering group is presently considering options based on the current position as outlined above and liaison is
continuing with TII. It is expected that a formal planning application
to facilitate development of the project will be submitted to Clare Co
Council before the end of this year.

• Killaloe By-Pass: The protracted Judicial Review and subsequent
appeals concluded in November, 2016 with confirmation of final approval for the project. Notices to Treat were served and the submissions received in response to same have been examined. Liaison
is taking place with property owners and acquisitions of the required
lands is the current key objective. An allocation of €500,000 is included in the 2017 Schedule of Road Grants to facilitate this.
• Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2): In May of this year,
Limerick City and County Council passed the variation pertaining to
the Limerick element of the project – meaning that the entire route
corridor is now identified and reserved in both the Limerick and
Clare Development Plans. The momentum of the Preliminary Design
work on the project has now resumed to pre-July, 2015 levels and
will continue until a draft design for the scheme is completed – at
which point Councillors will be updated. The presently ongoing design phase will take in the region of 6 months to complete and will
facilitate the design of the new road within the route corridor which
is now reflected in both the Clare and Limerick Development Plans.
The road, when constructed, will occupy a footprint of significantly
less width that that of the corridor. Therefore, the design process
will take account of, in so far as is feasible, local concerns by locating the road as appropriately as possible within the corridor and by
incorporating whatever mitigating measures are required to ensure
that any adverse environmental or other impacts which may evolve
are negated.
• Doolin Pier and Village Masterplan: The project consultants recently completed preparation of a draft masterplan which was the
subject of a Public Consultation event hosted in Hotel Doolin on June
20th last. The event was well attended and a total of 12 submissions
were made on foot of same. The submissions are being considered,
and arising from same it is hoped that the Council will be in a position to submit formal planning proposals in relation to the development of a new accommodation building, parking and other ancillary
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• N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme: Preliminary Design work is
reaching a conclusion and Ennis MD Councillors have been briefed
regarding the preferred route proposal. Consultation with effected
property owners is ongoing and feedback received from them is receiving consideration.
• Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme: The project has been approved
by the OPW. Tenders have been submitted and their assessment by
the project consultants is well advanced.
• West Clare Railway Greenway: Construction work is completed on
the 3.5km section from Ennis Town Centre to Lees Road Sports and
Amenity Park and along a section of similar length between Ennistimon and Lahinch. Property owners were written to in May and an
initial consultation took place with the IFA to advise of intentions to
carry out initial survey work and landowner liaison along the entire
route which ultimately is likely to link Ennis with Milltown Malbay
(via Lahinch). One to one consultation has been ongoing with potentially impacted property owners and at this stage approximately
25% have been engaged with. The process of identification of the
most appropriate route and associated deliberations with land owners will, by its nature, be time consuming and will be followed by the
preparation of a briefing document to facilitate liaison with the Department of Transport regarding a strategic approach to be adapted
in relation to the development of the overall project – almost 50km
of cycleway along the route (in so far as is feasible) of the West Clare
Railway.
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WATER SERVICES

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

www.water.ie. A link from the Council’s website to the Irish Water
website is provided.

Water Services reform and other issues:

Water & Wastewater operational – key points:

• The detailed design of WIOF is now effectively complete. The outputs of this Detailed Design, including a WIOF Business Case, will now
be considered by the Local Authority Sector and other relevant stakeholders in the context of a number of other matters. These include:
The satisfactory resolution of the so called “Legacy Issues”
•
raised by the Local Authority sector.
•
The outcome of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Future Funding of Domestic Water Services which reported in April 2017
and whose recommendations were approved subsequently by the Oireachtas.
It is likely that both of the above matters will be addressed in forthcoming Legislation to be put before the Oireachtas during the next session
from September 2017.

• Clare County Council and Trade Union representatives are progress-

ing with the internal restructuring of the Water Services Section for
the delivery of operations in the county. Staff comments regarding the
proposed restructuring were invited in August and are currently being
considered. Further discussion with the individuals concerned and the
Unions will now take place with a view to implementing the changes
in a timely fashion.

• Clare County Council reached agreement with SIPTU and TEEU to
progress the inclusion of Clare in the 2nd wave of a national “find and
fix” leak detection programme. The programme will create 5 additional
posts for a 2 year period. Expressions of Interest were sought from staff
who wished to be part of the Find and Fix Team (expressions of interest
by 23rd August). Those received are currently being considered and
it is hoped to progress with the formation of this team in the coming
weeks.
• The Capital Project Delivery Protocol has been approved by the Joint
Leadership Team. This Protocol outlines information on the establishment of 11 Regional Capital Offices managing Capital Delivery work for
a region across three Asset Delivery Portfolios: Infrastructure, Capital
Programmes and the Network Portfolio. Limerick Co. Council will be
the host Authority for Clare, Limerick and Tipperary. The final decision on the RCO office location shall be in agreement with the Chief
Executive of the Host Local Authority and Irish Water. Engagement
by the project team with key stakeholders in the host and non-host
Local Authorities will commence in the coming weeks and will cover
key planning activities such as impact assessments, business readiness
planning and discussions relating to office locations.
• Other transformation projects – including planned maintenance –
are being progressed but there have been no major developments on
these projects since June.
• Clare County Council has migrated to the Irish Water connections
process. This allows domestic and business customers to enquire or
apply directly to Irish Water for a connection to the water and wastewater networks.
• Work in relation to Asset Transfer is ongoing. A further funding provision for 2017 has been provided to support the Council in continuing
the momentum achieved to date for this work. To date there are 17
Water Services Assets ready for inclusion on the next Ministerial Order.
• Laboratory Services, Consumables and Equipment Framework (LSEC)

is due to go live on 1st January 2018. From this date, all 3rd party
lab services, consumables, and equipment will need to be procured
through the Laboratory Services, Consumables and Equipment Framework. Training for LA staff will take place in November.

• Clare County Council ceased the publication of public water supply

monitoring data from 31st July 2017. This data is now published on
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The most significant individual operational items during the month
were:

Water:
• Killaloe Leak Detection and Repair Works - Leakage of treated water

in Killaloe has been reduced by 57% - 867,000 litres per day - as a result
of a €200,000 Irish Water project to identify and repair leaking pipes.
The six week project, which got underway at the end of June, was identified as a priority investment to address high leakage levels as well as
poor water pressure and frequent disruptions to supply, due to the age
and poor condition of the water supply network in the town.
By fixing broken water mains and old valves throughout the town,
crews working on behalf of Irish Water together with Clare County
Council crews were able to achieve savings of up to 57% in the volume
of water lost to leakage, significantly above the 20% target set out at
the start of the project.

• The Clare Disinfection Project which is being carried out at the larger
Water Treatment Plants in the County for Irish Water is ongoing.
• Kilmoon Pump Station was flood damaged on 21st July leading to
supply issues to Fanore GWS. Water tankering was required to replenish the reservoir at Fanore. As a precautionary measure and in the interest of public health, consumers were advised to boil water before
use. The boil water notice was lifted on 3rd August 2017.

• A number of Burst watermains led to problems being experienced in
the Shannonbanks, Westbury and Carraig Midhe areas in early August
affecting over 1000 households.

• Taste and Odour issues were experienced in the network in North
Clare due to the presence of algae on Lickeen Lake. Carbon dosing has
been taking place at Ballymacravan WTP since the identification of the
algae. The issue has improved considerably with no further complaints
from the public and should be finally resolved in the next week or so.

Wastewater:
• The EPA are continuing their inspections of waste water treatment

plants with Audits taking place in Lahinch, Doonbeg and Kilkee during
August.

• A bathing prohibition notice was in force from the 26th July to the 1st
August in Kilkee as a result of a malfunction at the pumping station
but this has now been rectified and a backup generator has now been
installed. Further works are now planned by Irish Water to further safeguard the operation of the pumping station.
• There were no issue reported with waste water management during
the Fleadh which saw significant visitors converge on Ennis.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
WATER SERVICES (Capital projects):
Irish Water (IW) has received tenders from consultant engineers for projects in the 2017-2021 Capital Investment Programme (CIP).
The initial tender evaluation has been completed and the consulting engineer appointment for Clare is imminent.
The 2017-2021 CIP currently incorporates three agglomerations in Clare (Shannon, Ennistymon & Newmarket on Fergus) as well as
continuation of wastewater treatment upgrades at Quin and Kilfenora. Lahinch WWTP is now also being considered for improvement
works.
Untreated agglomerations (UTAS) are Major Capital Projects in addition to the CIP 2017-2021. This involves 5 Clare towns and villages
with less than adequate wastewater treatment facilities – Ballyvaughan, Clarecastle, Kilkee, Kilrush & Liscannor. RPS consulting engineers have been appointed by IW and the project has commenced.
Hereunder is a summary of any changes in status of significant capital projects:
WATER PROJECTS
Ennis water mains rehabilitation project phase 2

Work to rectify control issues on the ring main along the N85 has been finished and the ring main is fully operational. The project is now fully completed.

Rockmount WTP

Irish Water has approved funding for the following works in relation to Rockmount WTP:
•
Purchase land and construct a pumping station north of Milltown Malbay.
Decommission the existing Rockmount WTP.
•
Construct new 2,000 cubic meter reservoir on the site of the decommissioned WTP.
•
Linkage to existing countywide SCADA, consistent with IW Specifications.
•
Tender documents are currently under review.
•
The land has now been purchased and the pumping station has been completed.

WASTEWATER PROJECTS
Clonroadmore wastewater
The construction stage and the first period of process proving of Clonroadmore WWTP have been completed.
treatment plant (Ennis) upgrade The 14 day operational trial of the Screening and grit removal systems at Francis St & Tulla Rd Pumping Stations
have commenced.
Shannon wastewater treatment
plant upgrade phase 1 – inlet
works

The construction stage and the commissioning phase have been completed. The 56 day flow & load survey
was completed in June. The commissioning certificate has been issued.

Shannon Town Sewer Network
Survey

Foul Sewer survey has been completed. The Final Report has been issued for approval. This will feed into a
Model build and verification. Project completion is Q3 2017.

Kilfenora WWTP upgrade

A Design Review Report with a preferred treatment option has been submitted by the consultant and is
under review by IW.

Quin WWTP upgrade

The Design Review Report has been accepted by IW Asset Strategy and a Planning Review has been completed with Clare Co. Co. Planning Dept. This project has now advanced to Detailed Design Stage

Flow Monitoring Project

The design review has been completed by Clare County Council project staff and IW, physical installation of
most equipment has been completed the commissioning phase is ongoing.

RURAL WATER PROGRAMME:
Clare County Council is still awaiting a final allocation from the
DHPLG under the Rural Water Programme. Circular L3 issued on
the 13th of June stated that consideration was still being given
to applications made under Measures 3,4 and 5, and that full
details of allocations under all measures will be published once
submissions have been considered.
Measure 1 - Environmental and public health compliance
Measure 2 - Enhancement of Existing Schemes
Measure 3 - Rural Development
Measure 4 - Transition of schemes to public water & wastewater
sector
Measure 5 - Innovation and Research
Measure 6 - Individual Wells and on-site waste water treatment
systems
3 no. schemes were inspected by Irish Water in August in respect
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to a potential take-over. Cree Clonina GWS and Moyglass Treanmanagh GWS have now received full approval and shall become
part of the Irish Water network as of the 1st September 2017.
Correspondence is taking place with the DHPLG in regards to
funding sought under Measure 4 of the Rural Water Programme
for legal fees that will be associated with the transfer of assets
required for the takeover of 2 no. schemes which have received
approval in principal for takeover by Irish Water.
Circular L5 from the DHPCLG issued on the 25th July altered the
maximum subsidy now payable for subsidy A for 2017:
Hereunder is a summary of any changes in status of significant
capital projects since the March 2017 monthly report.
Subsidy A

Max Subsidy Amount for 2017 - €

Public Source

70.00

Private Source

140.00
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
FIRE & BUILDING CONTROL
Fire & Building Control Section (Main Activities) JUL ‘17 AUG ‘17 2017 TO DATE

2016
Total

Number of Emergency Calls Attended

52

49

509

851

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received

Number of Disability Access Certificates Received

7
10
1
5

7
5
0
5

72
55
5
47

Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted

15

7

51

100
103
9
67
49

Number of Commencement Notices Received

32
2

30
1

248
10

327
25

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated

Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints
• The Fire & Building Control Section was heavily involved in the preplanning and organising of aspects of Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann. Areas
of involvement included; Safety at Venues, Event Management Advice,
Crowd Management, Inter-Agency decision making, in addition to the
day to day work of the Section during the 8 days of the Fleadh.
• Clare County Fire & Rescue Service organised / ran a 2-week Initial
Breathing Apparatus Wearer’s Course from 3–14 July in Clonmel Fire
Training Centre. Six fire personnel successfully completed this course.
• 4 no. Retained Personnel have left the Service in the last two months,
with one new entrant. It is expected that additional personnel will be
taken on in the near future.

ENVIRONMENT
Waste - Enforcement, Regulation and Management
The Waste Enforcement section continued to carry out Inspections
throughout July and August in accordance with the Environmental Inspection Plan (based on RMCEI criteria). Inspections of Certificates of
Registration, Waste Facility Permits and Collection Permit compliances
were included. These inspections incorporated elements such as the
Food Waste, WEEE, tyres, presentation of waste and packaging regulations, etc. as well as regular ongoing enforcement activity concerned
with the Waste Management Act and Litter Acts.
Anti Dumping Initiative 2017 Phases 1 and 2 - Clare County Council
successfully applied for a grant under the Anti Dumping Initiative 2017
Phase 1 and was granted the full available amount of €20,000. The
intended use of this money is to clean up the illegally dumped waste at
the Rocky Road area of Ennis and to secure the area with gates/fencing/landscaping and CCTV installation. This work is ongoing and should
be completed in August 2017. We were subsequently invited to apply
for another tranche of funding (a further grant of €20,000 under Phase
2 of this initiative) which we duly did and we were informed in July
that this application was also successful. The proposal is to clean up
a number of illegal dumping black spots primarily in the South of the

• Works are ongoing in the following Fire Stations currently:
Kilrush Fire Station – Training Tower refurbishment, and minor repairs to
the Station roof
Ennis Fire Station – Doors and Window replacement programme
• Tenders processes have been carried out for the following:
- Refurbishment & Extension to Kilkee Fire Station
- Provision of Personal Protective Equipment (Fire Kit) for all
personnel
•

Approval has been received for the procurement of a new

county, in conjunction with a plan to conduct certain enforcement actions, namely the installation of CCTV at suitable locations, in an effort
to detect/deter persons engaged in this activity. The detailed nature
and extent of the proposed monitoring and enforcement actions are
being developed.
Multi Agency Roadside Checkpoints: The Waste Enforcement Unit
conducted a roadside checkpoint on the outskirts of Ennis in late June
2017. It was also attended by An Garda Siochanna, together with inspectors from the Dept. of Social Protection and the Workplace Relations Commission.
The objectives of the checkpoint were:
• To create a visible waste enforcement presence in Ennis & Environs
• To check compliance of waste operators with conditions of waste
collection permits.
• To identify / obtain further information on illegal waste collectors.
•
To increase public awareness of the issues surrounding the
appropriate transfer of control and disposal of waste.
The checkpoint was considered a success, with all objectives met, together with establishing and maintaining a working relationship with
other state agencies. This type of checkpoint will be repeated in other
parts of the county in the near future and it is intended to carry out
these operations on a regular basis. Planning to this effect is ongoing.

Energy Report
Energy Consumption data for Clare County Council is being prepared for the annual statutory reports under SI 426. The summary findings of the
Energy Management System to date are:

Item

Comment

Energy Management • The Energy Management Policy is on display
System
• The Energy Management Team meets every 6 weeks to review progress on energy efficiency
• ISO 50001 training is ongoing for staff responsible for Significant Energy Users
Energy Costs

Energy Costs has reduced by 12.5% since 2014. The reduction in energy costs is mainly attributable to the benefit
centralised energy tariff negotiations, and energy efficiency upgrades in public lights and large buildings.

Energy Consumption The quantity of energy consumption in kWh, has increased by million kWh (16. %) since 2014. The increases have
occurred in the provision of increased public lights and in large buildings
Energy Performance

Clare County Council has achieved an increase in energy performance of 14% towards the required 33% by 2020
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ENVIRONMENT (cont’d)

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

WATER SAFETY

• Lifeguards began weekend work on the 9 Blue Flag beaches. 32
lifeguards for full time work commenced July 1st.

• On 1 July, a representative from International Lifesaving Europe
inspected Kilkee and UL’s 50m Arena Pool UL, to ascertain if these
locations were suitable to host the European Junior Lifesaving
Championships in September 2018. We received confirmation
last week that this venue has been accepted and Irish Water Safety will proceed to organise this competition in UL and Kilkee. This
is a very prestigious event.
• 11 Beaches continue to be monitored by lifeguards. Lifeguard
statistics for July show great work by lifeguards. 50 people have
been rescued from the ocean and first aid administered to over
400 during the months of June and July. Although the weather
was poor overall, people continue to visit the beaches and partake in water based activities.

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND AWARENESS
• There were two weeklong SPIN FM campaigns promoting
Clares blue flag beaches highlighting the importance of keeping
our beaches clean and litter free. Both weeklong events culminated in a “Grand in the Sand” event at Lahinch Beach on the
10 June and another Grand in the Sand Event at Kilkee Beach on
the 1 July where competition qualifiers had the opportunity to
dig for a Grand in the Sand. This campaign was funded through
Department of Communication, Climate Change and the Environment Anti-Litter Grant.

• More than 500 primary school students from 16 Clare schools
participated in Blue Flag Environmental Awareness sessions at
the county’s 9 Blue Flag beaches. Clare County Council and Clare
Water Safety hosted these Blue Flag Beach and water safety
awareness sessions at Whitestrand Miltown Malbay, Ballycuggeran, Whitestrand Doonbeg, Mountshannon, Cappa, Fanore,
Spanish Point, Kilkee and Lahinch.
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• During the very hot spell of weather in June – lifeguards worked
2 evenings on the main beaches to facilitate after school beach
visits while the days were sunny.
• Clare Co Co, in co-operation with drone experts Drone SAR,
began a pilot project to investigate the feasibility of using drone
technology to provide assistance to the lifeguards. Spanish Point
is being used as the pilot project location. The drones, provided
and flown by drone SAR experts – completely free – have spent
several hours on Spanish Point. This will be reviewed during the
winter months.
• Beach Events licenced by Clare County Council:
- Kilkee Bay swim, 19th August, Kilkee, organised by Kilkee Parish
- Malbay Swim, 20th August, Whitestrand Miltown Malbay, organised by Clare Water Safety & Ennis Masters Sc
- Come & Try Water Expo, 27th Aug, Ballycuggeran Killaloe, Organised by Clare Sports Partnership
INCIDENT

Jun ‘17

Jul‘17

Rescue without craft

2

8

Rescue with craft

19

21

First Aid

61

349

Lost Child

5

27

Advice Given

2591

8570

Accidents Prevented

964

4543

Other

14

48

• A series of practical two-hour workshops on Japanese knotweed, facilitated by Dr. Frances Giaquinto, botanist, ecologist
and specialist in invasive, non-native plant species, were organised. The workshops were open to everyone were held in Ennis,
Scarriff, Ennistymon, Shannon, Killaloe and Kilrush. The workshops were well attended and were extensively covered in local
/ national media include RTE Six One news.

• 34 projects from Clare have been approved funding under
the Local Agenda 21 Environmental Partnership Grant. Funding
allocation from the Department of Communications, Climate
Action and Environment was €12,650 and this was matched
funded by Clare County Council for a total funding allocation of
€25,300. 56 applications were received for projects and from
that 34 projects were recommended for funding by Clare County Council.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND AWARENESS (cont’d)

ficiency and keeping their patch clean. Eight businesses received
EPA Green Business Resource Efficiency Assessments (REA) (and
associated reports). A further six businesses are booked in for
an EPA Green Business REA site visit after the Fleadh. Fourteen
premises completed the online Cost Saving Resource Efficiency
Tool with assistance from the EPA Green Business Team ahead of
the Fleadh. All participating businesses received a leaf window
sticker and a certificate of participation.

• A comprehensive Green Fleadh Awareness Programme
was carried out as part of Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann 2017 as follows:
- Members of the public were asked to segregate waste to Recyclables; Food Waste and General Waste. 30 bin frames were
put in place as part of a pilot project to help increase awareness
and improve waste segregation. In addition rosettes were used
as part of the recycling bin as an additional measure to improve
the quality of the recyclate.
- Signage for the bin frames and additional bins were designed
and developed as part of the Green Fleadh programme.
- Green Fleadh team assisted visitors to the town with waste segregation, encouraged people to choose to re-use coffee/tea cups
and advised people of the steps that they could take to support
the Green Fleadh.

- Casual traders were conditioned to use compostables. A sign
was provided to all traders utilizing compostable food and drink
packaging. This sign urged members of the public to place food
and compostables in the brown bins provided. In addition all
traders were visited during the Fleadh and advised on managing
their waste, including FOG’s and were asked to keep their patch
clean. A commitment stickers was also provided to the traders.
- Supported greening at Clarecastle Camping and Caravanning
site through the provision of Green Fleadh signage including
bin signage. The Green Fleadh also supported a Reusable Cup
project at this site. Visitors to the campsite were urged to support the Green Fleadh ahead and during the Fleadh.
- A wide survey of all the 2016 Fleadh’s activities was used to
calculate its carbon footprint. This found that the biggest source
of carbon emissions is from visitors’ travel, while the largest
source from the Fleadh’s own activities are the diesel generators powering the Fleadh’s various activities. For Fleadh 2017 the
Green Fleadh team explored the generators in more detail to see
if there can be savings for future Fleadhs. The EPA’s LAPN programme is funding this work in conjunction with Clare County
Council and Cork Institute of Technology.
- Green Fleadh Programme incorporated the Think Before You
Flush Campaign. Think Before You Flush posters were put in
all temporary toilets erected as part of the Fleadh. Businesses
participating in the Green Fleadh Business Programme also participated by displaying Think Before You Flush material in their
toilets.

- Developed a Green Fleadh Webpage on fleadhcheoil.ie. Links
to the Green Fleadh were made on the Accommodation and Getting Around/Getting Here sections of the webpage. A comprehensive media campaign including newspaper, radio, and social
media before and during the Fleadh. This included the Green
Fleadh launch ahead of the Fleadh and a Green Fleadh tweet for
each day of the Fleadh.

Green Festival Ambassador and Leader training for Clare:
LEADER funding has been received by Clare Tourism for
•
green festival ambassador and leader training. Event organisers
and community groups across Clare will benefit from this training. It will help empower communities take their own actions to
help their communities become more environmentally sustainable. This training programme is being supported by the Environment Section and Limerick Clare Energy Agency.

- All temporary accommodation providers were emailed tips
for supporting the Green Fleadh. Accommodation provider tips
were also provided on the Fleadh app.
- Green Fleadh including green Fleadh visitor tips featured on the
Fleadh Programme as well as the Fleadh App.
- 44 businesses signed up to the Green Fleadh Business Programme and committed to good waste management; resource ef-
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
(Housing, Sport & Amenities and Cultural Services)
July and August were again busy months for the Social Development Directorate with many issues and priorities to be managed.

HOUSING
One of the key priority areas for all Housing Authorities including Clare County Council (CCC) is the issue of homelessness. In Clare there were 43
homeless presentations from 1st July to 31st July and 38 from 1st to 31st August. As of the 31st August there are 51 adults and 44 dependents in
emergency accommodation in Clare; this equates to 18 families (12 couples, 6 single parents and 44 dependents) and 21 individuals (6 females
and 15 males). 13 males were accommodated (all available beds) in Laurel Lodge Hostel during July and August; all others were accommodated
in local B&B’s/Hotels. CCC is continuing to work with agencies to provide accommodation for homeless persons and have a number of projects
in hand to address this situation.
One of our key objectives in addressing the homeless situation is to increase the supply of social housing to meet the housing demand. This is
being achieved through the following means:
•
Acquisitions
Sales closed in respect of 15 number properties with contracts signed for the purchase of 11 properties during July and August. While value still
remains in the market, supply is limited and prices are increasing at a quick pace. Every effort is being made to maximise the number of properties purchased.
In early August CCC received approval from the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government for a turnkey proposal to acquire two
properties at River View, Corofin. It is anticipated these properties will be available for allocation in Q1 2018.
•
Incentivised Schemes
- Buy and Renew – CCC are actively seeking properties to purchase under this scheme in areas where there is demand for social housing.
- Repair and Lease (RLS) – CCC advertised this scheme in Q2 2017; this resulted in a poor response with limited interest. In this regard we would
welcome enquiries or expressions of interest if anyone is aware of vacant properties in their locality.
•
Rental and Leasing
CCC is actively seeking to increase the supply of housing stock through these channels to meet the housing demand. Currently applicants housing
need is being met as follows:
- Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) = 421
- Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) = 1160
- Short term leasing = 114
- Long term leasing = 125
- Approved Housing Body lease arrangement = 77
Housing Refurbishment & Maintenance
•
The management and turnaround of our housing stock to minimise
voids is continuously assessed and hereunder is the activity in this
regard (see opposite):
* this figure does not include properties which have become vacant
after 1st August/1st September nor does it include acquisitions and
long-term voids
Grants
•
The demand for all three grants continues to grow with 300 grant applications on hand. Total Approvals issued in during July and August Housing Adaptation Grant for People
for works to proceed and await completion of works is as follows (see
with a Disability
opposite):

Housing Aid for Older People

2

€38,500

35

€178,500

This brings the total number of approved applications to 257 with a Mobility Aids Grant
37 €166,290
value of €1.64 million issued.
74 €383,290
Applicant Priority is assessed on medical, compassionate and waiting Total Approvals issued during Jul / Aug
time criteria. Letters of referral and support from HSE medical professionals is required for applications to receive immediate funding. CCC is currently reviewing all application on the waiting list under the three
grant schemes and prioritising them for approval based on the above criteria.
Capital Construction
•
Hereunder is the status of capital housing projects:
Other capital projects:
County Library Project - Provisional Approval of Stage 2, subject to conditions, was issued by the Department in August.
The team is currently reviewing the conditions with a view to
progressing to planning submission.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
(Housing, Sport & Amenities and Cultural Services)

SPORT & RECREATIONAL
•
2 Clare County Council projects have been shortlisted in the Chambers Ireland Excellence in Local Government
Awards. The first is ‘Disability Services at Active Ennis Leisure
Complex’ and the second is ‘International One Tree per Child
Initiative at Active Kilrush Sports Complex’. To be shortlisted
is an excellent achievement, given the high standard of entries
across all categories. Winners will be announced on 23.11.17.

Funding (€10k) has been granted under the Outdoor
•
Recreation Infrastructure Scheme towards a Fartlek Interval
Training System at Active Ennis John O Sullivan Park, Lees Road.
Fartlek which means ‘speed play’ in Swedish is a training method that blends continuous training with interval training. The
system will be integrated into the existing woodland walks.

CULTURAL SERVICES
Clare County Library
• The national Summer Reading Programme for children, ‘Summer
Stars’, was launched in Kilrush Library on 4 July. Summer Stars is programmed to run in all libraries during July and August with hundreds
of children in Clare signing up to read eight books or more over the
summer holidays. Scoil Chríost Rí Cloughleigh, Ennis, attended a special
event on 13 July at deValera Library, as part of their ‘Exploring Pathways

to Literacy and Numeracy through Art Activities’ programme.
• Seán Lemass Public Library Shannon continued to host comic creation
workshops under the professional guidance of local artist Aidan Courtney. A series of seven classes will result in the print and digital publication of a comic book for children and young teens. This project was developed in the lead up to the launch of Creative Children in September
which is part of the Creative Ireland plan to prioritise arts in education.
Other events in July included 2 film screenings (1 Adult & 1 Teen) in Killaloe and Scariff libraries, a Teen Gaming Night in Scariff Library and a book
launch/presentation in Sixmilebridge Library. An exhibition on the 1917
East Clare By-election was displayed in Scariff Library and a talk on the
subject was given by Colm Madden. The regular Book Delivery visit to St.
Joseph’s Hospital took place, as did the monthly Clare FM Book Club slot.
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•
The Social Development Directorate, through the
Sports & Recreation Unit, has secured European Funding from
the Erasmus+, Key Action 3 – Initiatives for policy innovation –
Social inclusion through education, training and youth. Known
as the ‘Atlantic Youth Project’ the objective is to encourage and
develop the maritime culture of young Europeans, through
the practise of water sports and maritime education at school.
With partners in Spain, Portugal, France, UK and Ireland (Clare
County Council), the ‘Atlantic Youth Project’ will contribute to
the implementation of the Atlantic Maritime Strategy, through
the development of the maritime culture among young people
through water sports and maritime education in schools and
clubs which will encourage the upcoming generation to consider Maritime Sport/Recreation and Industry as a career path.
The project has received funding to the amount of €388,000
with which to accomplish this 3 year programme.

•
Active Ennis Facilities again played an important role
in Fleadh Cheoil na Eireann this year. John O Sullivan Park, Lees
Road once again hosted the Marching Bands Competition; Tim
Smythe Park was home to the Shannon Aerodrome and a trad
session was held every afternoon in the Leisure Complex for the
duration of the event.
• A variety of National Heritage Week events took place in libraries
around the county during August. Events included - Joe Queally, gave
a talk in Ennis Library based on his book about ‘one of the most bizarre
episodes in the history of Irish education’, while ‘The Workhouse System
in Ireland’ was the title of a talk in Scariff Library by Steve Dolan. Staff
from Fiontar & Scoil na Gaeilge, DCU, visited library branches in Ennis,
Shannon and Sixmilebridge to provide information sessions on Meitheal
Dúchas.ie and Meitheal Logainm.ie. An exhibition on the 1917 East Clare
By-election toured the libraries in August –venues were Killaloe and
Shannon Libraries. Kieran Sheedy, author and historian, delivered a talk
on the topic in Shannon Library. Film Screenings were also held in Ennistymon, Killaloe, Scariff and Shannon. As part of the Scariff Harbour
Festival author Michael Harding did a reading in Scariff Library. A Karl
Ove Knausgaard, Norwegian writer, book promotion took place in Ennistymon Library. Killaloe/Ballina Local History Society inaugural meeting was held in Killaloe Library.
• Some of the library’s online learning resources were highlighted during July and August, for example, Mango Languages, the free online language learning resource that teaches actual conversation skills for over
70 languages from around the world, was promoted to those planning
a foreign holiday. Clare County Library also provides free access to the
online version of Encyclopaedia Britannica. Children’s reading events
and art and craft workshops took place in libraries during August. Miltown Malbay Library hosted a Summer Stars activity linked to the story
“Camille and the Sunflowers” based on the famous artist Vincent van
Gogh. Branch libraries hosted information workshops for children by The
Dog Rescue and Rehoming Charity, Dogs Trust workshops were held in
Ennis, Ennistymon, Kilrush, Shannon and Sixmilebridge libraries. A group
of happy enthusiastic and creative kids joined the Teddy Bears Picnic
Storytime at DeValera Library which has become an annual summer
event and supports the summer reading programme running in libraries
nationwide.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
(Housing, Sport & Amenities and Cultural Services)
CULTURAL SERVICES (cont’d)
Clare Arts Office

Clare Museum

•
The Riches of Clare lunchtime concerts continued every
Wednesday lunchtime throughout July attracting large audiences. Exhibitions were held in Scariff Library, Clare Museum and
Cultúrlann Sweeney, Kilkee. The summer season programme of
events began in Culturlann Sweeney, Kilkee with 26 events taking place there in July. Working with the Clare Education Centre
a week long artist/teacher professional development took place
in Ennis. A research and development grant was awarded by the
Arts Council to work on creating a new piece of music for visually
impaired musicians.

•
During July Fleadh TV gradually increased their presence
in the building in preparation for the Fleadh. Over 3,300 visitors
had visited the museum during the month up to 25th July. By the
22nd August Clare Museum had just under 5,000 visitors during
the month, with the final figure for the month expected to be
close to be about 6,000. The Fleadh was very successful in terms
of visitors – the museum opened from 14th to 20th August inclusive – helped by two traditional singing workshops and an interactive exhibition from Ancient Music Ireland from 14th – 18th
August, both of which were widely publicized and well received.

• Our traditional singers in residence held 5 workshops in total
in Clare Museum and DeValera Library, Ennis, during the Fleadh,
in partnership with an Clár as Gaeilge. They also performed at
two Riches of Clare concerts during the Fleadh and led 50 children on the gig rig. Their CD, Ag Canadh sa Chláir, was launched
by the Mayor and the 750 children they taught over the last year
will receive a free copy each. Four Riches of Clare concerts took
place in association with the Fleadh and Visit Clare in Corofin,
Tulla, Kilfenora and Kilrush. A further Riches of Clare concert
took place in Feakle. A concert also took place in St. Joseph’s
Hospital, Ennis during the Fleadh.
• Large scale artworks were installed on roundabouts at Claureen, Clareabbey, Barefield and Kilrush Road for the Fleadh and
Shelagh Honan’s film installation at Club Bridge was projected
for 2 hours over 7 nights. An outdoor art exhibition also took
place during the Fleadh. Exhibitions continued in Scariff Library,
Clare Museum and Cultúrlann Sweeney, Kilkee. John Horne, a recent graduate, took up residence in the Tulla Stables Studios. The
summer season programme of events culminated in Culturlann
Sweeney, Kilkee with 22 events taking place there in August. The
Culture Night Programme for Clare was launched with almost 50
events taking place in over a dozen locations county-wide.

•
In August also,‘Tracing Ancient Objects Found in East Clare’
was the title of a presentation by John Rattigan, Curator of Clare
Museum. He spoke about some of the items from East Clare that
are held in the Museum. He also brought along the catalogue of
objects from Clare that are in the National Museum so that individuals could find out about archaeological items found in their
parish/townland over the last 150 years. This talk took place in
Scariff Public Library as part of the National Heritage Week programme.

Archives
Digitisation: In July, a part time staff member was assigned to
extract and transcribe metadata from digitised images. This data
will be used to allow for the searching and retrieval though a
new delivery system.
The Board of Guardian collection is currently being worked upon
containing the Minute Books from the Board of Guardian Workhouses. This will be the first indexing ever completed on these
collections. Accruals from the Kilrush Town Council Archival Collection have been transferred to the Archives in Beechpark for
processing. These archives will add greatly to the existing collection and will ultimately be digitised. Also in July, over thirty
items from the Archives were transported to the Local Studies
Library for researchers to view.
Scanning of the Ennis Union Collection was completed in August
and the scanning of the Corofin Collection has now been initiated. Good progress has been made on the processing of the
Ennis Urban Authority Collection by the Archivist. It is hoped to
be completed by the end of September.
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THE MONTH IN PICTURES
AROUND THE COUNCIL

Clare County Council was represented by Mayor of Clare Tom
McNamara at the French Embassy in Ireland’s Bastille Day celebration at Fitzwilliam Lane in Dublin. The Mayor is pictured with
H.E. Mr Stéphane Crouzat, Ambassador of France in Ireland

Killaloe MD Cathaoirleach Cllr. Alan O’Callaghan & Deputy Mayor
of Clare Cllr. Pat Burke in Mountshannon Community Hall for the
public presentation of the Visitor Management and Sustainable
Tourism Development Plan for Lough Derg

Clare Bus provided shuttle buses to and from Fleadh 2017 events.
Pictured: Fran Bebbington,Broadford, Sean Murphy, Dublin, Cllr
Mary Howard, Ennis Tidy Towns, Karen Foley, Environmental
Awareness Officer Clare County Council and Michelle Lawlor, Laois

The work of the outdoor staff of Ennis MD and the
Environment section to keep the streets of Ennis clean during
Fleadh Cheoil was widely lauded by the thousands of visitors
to the town during the week

The Creative Ireland programme was launched in Seán Lemass
Public Library; (L-R: front) Cllr Tom McNamara, Cathaoirleach;
Helen Walsh, Clare County Librarian; Cllr Gerry Flynn, SPC Chair;
(l-r back) from left Maureen Keane-Brown; Carmen Cronin; Olive
Carey; Emma Jane Brown & Sharon Donnellan

The official opening took place in Kilrush of a new Tourist
Information Point for West Clare. Pictured L-R Colette Costello,
Clare County Council, Bernie Crotty, Kilrush Chamber, Helen
Williams, Kilrush Chamber, Pat Dowling, Chief Executive, Clare
County Council ,and Michael Hillery, West Clare MD Cathaoirleach
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THE MONTH IN PICTURES
DEPARTURE OF GER DOLLARD FROM CLARE COUNTY COUNCIL

Cllrs. Pat Daly, Tom McNamara (Cathaoirleach), Clare Colleran
Molloy, Paul Murphy (Mayor) and Ann Norton making a
presentation on behalf of members of Ennis MD to Ger Dollard

Councillors Pat Burke and Gabriel Keating pictured with
former Councillor Colm Wiley during a function for Ger
Dollard held in the foyer of Áras Contae an Chláir

Chief Executive, Pat Dowling pictured with Ger Dollard during a
function held in the foyer of Áras Contae an Chláir marking Ger’s
contribution to Clare County Council over 20 years

Pictured at the reception for Ger Dollard in Áras Contae an
Chláir were L-R Councillors Bill Chambers, Ann Norton, Tom
McNamara and Bill Slattery

A general view of the foyer at Áras Contae an Chláir during a
function marking Ger Dollard’s career in Clare County Council

Pictured at the reception in Áras Contae an Chláir were L-R
Bronagh Dollard, Geraldine Dollard, Ruth Dollard and Ger Dollard
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