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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
EMPLOYMENT & LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE

TOURISM
April 2017 - Key Activities
•
The new Chair of Clare Tourism was appointed.
Maurice Walsh also is representing the South East Clare area.

• On 8th April, Local Enterprise Office Clare organised Bia Fest in
the Market Building in Ennis. Bia Fest was a celebration of local
artisan food producers who are also mainly clients of LEO. There
were a total of 15 stands with a wide range of products from meat,
chocolate and cheese. Overall, the feedback was very positive.

• The Evaluation & Approvals Committee approved 8 applications
across priming, feasibility and business expansion grants. The
amount approved in total was just over €200,000.
• LEO Clare supported a Chambers Regional Network event in
Bunratty at which LEO Clare had the opportunity to present on the
services provided by LEO Clare to support local enterprises.
• LEO Clare presented at a U-learning Skillnet Workshop held in
Atlantic Aviation Institute in Shannon on the 26th April. The workshop was on grant funding options for New Business and for Developing Businesses.
• Clubify were guests of Bank of Ireland’s Founder Friday on 28th
April. Clubify won the IBYE Startup of the year 2016.

•
A business briefing led by Clare County Council and
hosted by the statutory agencies was held for Fleadh Cheoil
na hEireann 2017
•
The submissions process for the Sustainable Development & Visitor Management Plan for Holy Island is currently in process
•
The Draft Doolin Strategic Masterplan and Enhancement Strategy is being finalised by Consultants.
•
Preparatory work for the Shannon Estuary Loop continued in conjunction with Failte Ireland

PLANNING & ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT
April 2017 - Key Activities

• The closing date for receipt of submissions on the Draft
Inis Cealtra (Holy Island) Visitor Management and Sustainable
Tourism Development Plan was 21st April 2017. A total of 18
submissions were received and these will now be considered
in the preparation of the final plan. It is anticipated that the
final plan will be presented one final time to the local community.

LEO Clare Clients given industry awards or shortlisted for awards
during April:
• In the Bank of Ireland Start up Awards the following LEO clients
have been shortlisted:
• Wicked Wholefoods – Emerging Startup Category
• Core Optimisation – Service Startup Category
• Get the Shifts – Service Startup Category
• HR Interventions won an award for best Irish Software Company
2017 (sponsored by Worldwide Business Review magazine)
• Chapel Gate Whiskey, a client of LEO Clare, won a Battle of the
Brands award in Florida during April. This came about after they
were awarded a spot at “Brand Battle” which is a product pitch
showcase held at the Wine Spirits Wholesaler of America in Florida. They hope that this exposure will open doors to them to secure
•
92 planning applications were received by Clare
possible distributors in the US
• Western Herd were named in the top 100 start-ups in Ireland by County Council in April bringing the total number received for
the Sunday Business Post in the 23rd April edition.
2017 to 323. 20 pre-planning applications were also received

during the month of April.

Training Courses during April:
• Primary Course in Food Safety
• Export Development Programme
• Video Marketing Workshop
• Start Your Own Business Course.

•
Enforcement – 4 complaints were received, 8 warning letters were issued, 1 Enforcement Notice was served and
11 files were closed during the month of April.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

PLANNING & ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT (cont’d)
April 2017 - Key Activities

•
The Elected Members approved Part VIII for Shannon Town Park at their April meeting. A detailed urban design scheme
is now progressing with a view to facilitating the start of site works mid to late summer, in particular the planting/soft landscaping
works, and tree planting in early autumn.
•
Clare County Council’s General Development Contribution Scheme 2017-2023 was adopted on Monday, 24th April 2017 in
accordance with the Draft Scheme and amendments contained in the Chief Executive’s Report on submissions to the scheme dated
13th March 2017. The scheme is effective from the 24th April 2017.
• Projects are progressing in Clarecastle, Kilkee, Scarriff and Shannon under the Town and Village
Renewal Scheme 2016 and are expected to be completed by mid 2017. In relation to Kilkee, it
is anticipated that the landscaping of the roundabout and the erection of the sculpture will be
completed by end of June.

FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES
CORPORATE SERVICES
Agresso
Clare County Council is now five weeks from going live
with the upgrade to the Agresso financial system, Milestone 4 (MS4). Line Managers across the organisation are
preparing for the changes that will come into effect on 6th
June in how purchasing is done using MS4.

Tracking System for Motions adopted
Work is progressing on the design of an IT system for the
tracking of actions agreed on motions adopted at Council
meetings. A further update on this will be provided when
a process or system has been developed.
Joint Policing Committee
The next meeting of the Joint Policing Committee will be
held at 11.15 am on 8th May 2017 in the Council Chamber
in Áras Contae and Chláir.
HUMAN RESOURCES
Design and Print service
Following the completion of recruitment for two positions for this service, in-house printing and design
service will recommence in the month of May 2017.

Annual Report for 2016
Following the adoption of the Annual Report at the April
meeting of Council, arrangements are being made to
translate it to Irish and to publish it on the Council’s website.

PROCUREMENT

The following opportunities were advertised on eTenders during March 2017.
CONTRACT ADVERTISED

CLOSING DATE

Cloghaun Lough Bridge Tender Works Contract

10th May 2017

Painting of Street Furniture

28th April 2017

FINANCE
Preparation of proposals to modernise the legislation governing
commercial rates is currently underway by the Department of
Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government.
The details of the legislation are awaited.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
April 2017 Actions: Monthly Management Report for the May Monthly Meeting of Clare County Council.

Rural Development in the Burren

The Burren Eco Tourism Network (B.E.N.) recently invited Mr.
Pat Dowling for a Burren on-site visit to support the Rural
Development Strategy . He is pictured with Mr. Christy Sinclair,
Chair, B.E.N. and the P.P.N.’s (Public Participation
Network) representative on the Rural Development
Forum. B.E.N plans to work closely on the actions in the Rural
Development Strategy relating to the Burren.

€20m for New Town & Village Renewal Scheme

As part of Government’s overall programme for Rural
Development, a new round of funding of €20m for 2017
under the Town & Village Renewal Scheme has been announced
by the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and
Gaeltacht Affairs (DAHRRGA). The Rural Development
Directorate will be administering the Scheme which will
focus on improving the rural and economic development of our rural towns and villages. In 2016 the scheme
received €10m funding. In 2017, the funding has increased to
€20m with a similar amount anticipated for 2018.
The scheme will be administered in 2 separate phases and over a
2 year period.
•
Phase 1 is the main scheme concentrating on projects to
enhance and develop towns and villages socially, economically
and culturally.
•
Phase 2 will be a pilot to encourage residential occupancy
in rural towns and villages and will be launched in the second half
of 2017.
This will be targeted at two categories of Towns/Villages:
Category 1: Towns/villages with a pop. of less than 5,000 people.
Category 2: Towns with a population of 5,001 to 10,000 people.
The primary focus of the 2017 scheme will be on villages and
towns with pop. of less than 5,000 (Category 1). These towns/
villages will receive at least 60% of funding available nationally.
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Selection of projects under the Town and Village Renewal
Scheme for 2017 will be by means of a competitive process
Nationally. Final project selection will be made by the Department on the basis of proposals submitted by Clare County
Council. It is anticipated that up to 300 projects totalling €20m
will be approved under phase 1 in 2017 with up 50% of this
available for drawdown in the autumn of 2017 and the balance
available in 2018 on project completion. The Department will
conduct a small number of capacity building and awareness
workshops to assist with the operation of the Scheme in early
May. Further information in this regard will issue in due course.
A total of 15 project applications may be submitted by each Local Authority. Only one application can be submitted in respect
of any individual town; however, the application may include
several linked components to support the rejuvenation of the
town/village. The Department will assess these proposals and
will approve up to 300 of the best projects. Successful proposals will include activities which have clear positive economic
impacts on the town, rather than just public realm-type actions.
Examples of likely projects include: development of Enterprise
Hubs, Hot Desk Facilities, Digital Hubs, Creative Hubs, training
facilities, artisan food hubs, craft hubs, collaboration between
town centre businesses and the surrounding area to produce
economic benefit, tourism initiatives, enhancement of heritage and/or other community assets, town safety and accessibility enhancements, town parks, walking trails, town/village
health check, quality marks, such as Purple Flag, Heritage Town
etc.
There will be two key closing dates for all applications under
the Town and Village Renewal Scheme. The first closing date
will be the submission by local communities of projects to
Clare County Council by 26th May 2017. Having regard to the
draft Clare Rural Development Strategy, the projects will be assessed by the Council’s internal CEDRA Committee and recommended to the full Council.
The second closing date will involve Clare County Council submitting the projects to the Department for the National competition in late June 2017.
The Rural Development Directorate will work with project promoters to support them in seeking to secure additional funding
for the economic development of rural towns and villages in
Clare. Further details from the Rural Development Directorate
(Deirdre O’ Shea doshea@clarecoco.ie ).
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Council announces €160,000 Public
Area Enhancement Scheme

The Scheme aims to support community-based projects in towns
and villages throughout Clare with a view to further enhancing
local areas. This is part of a renewed focus on town and village
renewal as part of the Clare Rural Development Strategy. One of
the stepping stones to this is the target of improving the overall
performance of the County’s Tidy Towns in the annual Supervalu
Tidy Towns Competition. The enhancement of local areas through
renewed physical appearance makes good sense from both an
economic and community perspective.
The Scheme, which is being administered by the Council’s Rural
Development Directorate, will further consolidate the established,
collaborative working relationship between Clare’s community
groups and Clare County Council. Local Community organisations
and TidyTowns groups are encouraged to make a submission. Submissions are in the range of €5,000 to €7,000 monetary value and
should result in a value of €8,000 to €10,000, including community
effort/in-kind contribution.

The Rural Development Directorate of Clare County Council has
issued an open call to local community groups in County Clare for
submissions in relation to the Public Area Enhancement Scheme
2017.
The Elected Members of Clare County Council have approved an
allocation of €160,000, which is being funded entirely from the
Local Authority’s own resources, towards the Scheme in 2017. In
2016, 38 local Community groups benefited from a €80,000 euro
funding allocation. This year the fund has doubled.

It will be a competitive process so there is no guarantee of funding for all submissions. All submissions will be evaluated prior to
awarding of any funding. Application forms and scheme guidelines are available at www.clarecoco.ie/community/grants.

AILG takes the lead in
highlighting rural development

Lough Derg Blueway capacity building workshops
A series of capacity building workshops were held during April
in relation to the Lough Derg Blueway, a proposed multi-activity
recreational trail linking Lough Derg’s outdoor recreation, dining,
accommodation, cultural and craft experiences.
Capacity building workshops took place in The Killaloe Hotel on
Monday 24th April, Nenagh Arts Centre on Tuesday 25th April,
Portumna on Thursday 27th April and at Mountshannon Hotel
Tuesday 2nd May. The workshops were free. Visit the News &
Events section of www.bluewaysireland.org for additional information.
These workshops represent the first stage in the REDZ funded
Lough Derg Blueway development. They are an opportunity for
the community, tourism and activity service providers in the area
to identify the potential of the Blueway for their businesses and
communities and also an opportunity for them to shape its future
direction and promotion.

The AILG took a lead in highlighting a focus on rural development in the country at its Annual Conference held in Ennis on
6th and 7th April 2017.
The Conference was addressed by Minister Simon Coveney TD,
Cllr and opened by Cllr. Pat Daly (President AILG).
Speakers included Mr. Pat Dowling (Chief Executive of Clare County Council), Mr. Pat Spillane (Ambassador for the Government’s
Action Plan for Rural Development), Fr. Harry Bohan (Rural Development expert), Mr. Pat McDonagh (Managing Director Supermac’s), Noel Kinahan (Irish Rural Link) and Harald Felzen (Savings
Bank Foundation for International Cooperation).

The Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs recently allocated €200,000 under the Rural Economic Development Zones (REDZ) initiative for the marketing, development
and promotion of the Lough Derg Blueway.

Delegates to the Annual Conference were welcomed by Cllr. Bill
Chamber (Cathaoirleach, Clare County Council) and Cllr Ann Norton (Mayor of Ennis).

The Lough Derg Blueway will benefit the local economies in lakeside towns and villages and enhance local tourism employment/
entrepreneurship.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
(Housing, Sport & Amenities and Cultural Services)

HOUSING
April 2017 was again a busy month with a lot of activity across
all sectors of the Social Development Directorate. A proactive
approach was taken to promote and raise awareness of the Government’s Repair & Lease and Buy & Renew Schemes with adverts on the Council website and in local media. The schemes,
if taken up, provide real opportunities to bring vacant houses
back in to use, aid dereliction and regenerate our communities. During the month we also put in place a strategy to reduce
rent arrears and to increase collection of rents and loans. Furthermore, we undertook in consultation with the Housing SPC,
a review of the Council’s Rent Scheme and of our Allocations
policy, both of which will be rolled-out later in the Summer.

In terms of House Acquisitions, the Council viewed 15 properties during the month and signed contracts for seven with sales
closed in respect of a further seven. While value still remains in
the market, every effort is being made on an ongoing basis to
maximise the number of house purchases so as to reduce the
number on the Council’s housing waiting list. In terms of Rental and Leasing, there are approximately 1,100 HAP tenancies
currently in Clare. The Council to ensure peoples housing needs
are met continues to provide new tenancies and extend existing agreements. In 2017 the Council has entered agreements
for 8 short term leases, 4 long term leases and 14 leases have
been arranged via Approved Housing Bodies. To date there are
111 active short term leases, 88 active long term leases and 77
voluntary leases with the AHBs.
Refurbishment and Maintenance works continue with the
number of voids /casual vacancies as of 1st April, 2017 standing
at 26. Note, this figure does not include properties which have
become vacant after 1st April nor does it include acquisitions
and long-term voids. The average period for a property from
when it becomes vacant to when it is reoccupied is 119 days or
17 weeks. While this is slightly up on last month, it is considerably down from a high of 178 days two months previous and
we are examining ways to reduce it even further. The number
of voids/vacant houses returned to stock during month of April,
2017 after refurbishment was 11 with a further 26 houses undergoing refurbishment works during the month. As usual, the
number of maintenance calls remains high with 254 calls logged
on iHouse during the month of April.
The number of presentations at our Homelessness Unit up to
13th April was 18 with the Hostel at Laurel Lodge fully occupied
(13 beds) throughout the month. The number in emergency
accommodation (B&B) as of 13th April was 28 Adults with 18
Dependents. The Council is continuing to work with agencies to
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provide accommodation for homeless persons and a number of
specific acquisitions are near completion.
In the area of Capital Project Delivery, the Council continues
to review it’s development options, particularly in the high social housing demand areas of the County. To increase activity
in AHBs housing delivery in Clare meetings with the CEO’s of
the Approved Housing Bodies are continuing. The preliminary
designs and layouts are being developed by the appointed consultants, Hassett Leyden Architects, for Clonlara (7 – 10 units).
In Feakle, a scheme proposal for 10 units along with a strategic
proposal for the remaining Council lands is being prepared following public consultation, by the appointed consultants Reddy
Architecture + Urbanism. The National Development Finance
Agency(NDFA) made a presentation to the Strategic Policy Committee on the 26th April on the proposal for 50+ units in Shannon under a design build finance and maintain bundle and will
also be briefing the Shannon Municipal District May Meeting.
It is anticipated that this Scheme will be lodged for Part VIII in
Q3 of 2017.

Members will be aware that that Clare County Council was successful in its application to the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) for the development of an infrastructural
link road to the value of €3.66 million at Claureen, Ennis. Following the Minister’s announcement regarding same, the Housing Section is working with the Roads and Planning Sections to
put in place the necessary project management arrangements
to advance this project.
Grants
Currently, a review of all applications on our waiting list for
grants is taking place with those applications that on our waiting list for over 18 months being finalised for approvals over the
coming weeks. Applicant priority is based on medical, compassionate and waiting time criteria. Letters of referral and support
from HSE medical professionals are required for applications
to receive immediate funding. The Council is currently reviewing all applications on the waiting list under the three grant
schemes and prioritising them for approval based on the above
criteria.
Approvals issued in 2017 up to the to the end of April include
the following: 8 no. projects totalling €90,675 under the
Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability: 22 no.
projects totalling €81,795 under Housing Aid for Older People
and 5 no projects totalling €28, 545 under the Mobility Aids
Grant Scheme.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
(Housing, Sport & Amenities and Cultural Services)

SPORT & RECREATIONAL
Clare County Council is in the process of sending information and seeking applications for National Play Day and Recreation Week
2017. The theme for this year is ‘Fun & Active Play’. National Play Day is generally targeted at children up to 12 years and National
Recreation Week targets the 12-18 age groups. Community groups can apply for funding to host free events to encourage participation by children and teens in fun activities while at the same time promote exercise and healthy living for children.
The Active Ennis Facilities Manager has completed a course to qualify him as adjudicator of the Green Flag award initiative with An
Taisce. The Green Flag Award scheme is the benchmark standard for parks and green spaces. It aims to recognize and reward the
best green spaces and encourage high environmental standards. It is our intention to seek the award for Active Ennis Tim Smythe
Park in the 2018 process for recognition, and lead the way for the Council’s parks and green spaces.
Kilrush has become the first town in Ireland to adopt the International ‘One Tree per Child’ Project. All 376 primary school children in
Kilrush have planted a native Irish tree, purchased and supplied by
Kilrush Tidy Towns on lands donated by Clare County Council, under
the ‘One Tree Per child’ initiative. The initiative was co-founded by
Australian environmentalists Olivia Newton-John and Jon Dee and
sees children plant one tree as part of their primary school education. Another first for the Banner!

CULTURAL SERVICES
– LIBRARY, ARTS, MUSEUM, ARCHIVES

Lissycasey NS. The Traditional Singers in Residence completed their
singing circle in glór and held 3 workshops in the County Museum.

Clare County Library

•
Events this month included Movie Screenings in Killaloe and
Scariff libraries and Poetry Day Ireland celebrations in Ennis library
with readings from the Clare Poetry Collective. Writer and actor, Diarmuid de Faoite, visited Ennistymon library to read from his new
translation of Pádraic Ó Conaire’s seminal collection of short stories.
There was a large turnout for a talk on ‘Decluttering’ in Ennis library.
Computer Classes took place in collaboration with volunteers from
Friends Ireland in Shannon and Ennis libraries and in collaboration
with West Clare Family Resource Centre in Kilkee library. The Clare
FM Radio library book slot and the monthly book club meetings continued as usual during April.
•
Over 70 applications for funding were received under the Creative Ireland funding stream and a panel of adjudicators have decided
on the allocations.
•

The LGMA’s national ‘Spring into Storytime’ campaign was
rolled out in eight branches of Clare County Library and the Springthemed story time sessions for young children were a huge success. Art, craft and music activities were included with a focus on
demonstrating to parents the benefits of sharing stories with young
children. A variety of classic, tried and trusted picture books were
distributed to all participating branches from Library HQ. Purchasing
extra copies of selected titles meant that parents who brought their
children to story time had the option of borrowing the featured story
to read at home after the library visit.

•

This month the children’s book collection in Kilrush, Kilkee and
Kildysart Libraries was enhanced by the purchase of new books in
keeping with the library’s collection development policy.

•
The Embrace Arts and Disability workshops continued with
new programmes starting in 4 Brothers of Charity Houses, 2 in Ennis
and one each in Ennistymon, Miltown Malbay and Kilkee. Artists also
began work with Enable Ireland, the autistic unit in St. Flannan’s NS,
Inagh and the Ennistymon Day Care Centre.
•
The winter film club in Cultúrlann Sweeney, Kilkee concluded
in April. The first artists talk, by Dean of the Burren College of Art,
Conor McGrady, took place as part of The Artists Resource Room in
glór. A Cruinniú na Cásca event took place on Easter Monday in glór
– this event was supported by the Creative Ireland initiative and will
be an annual event aimed at family participation.
•
Paddy Murray was awarded the commission for a public artwork in Kilkee.
Clare Museum

•

In conjunction with Creative Ireland’s initiative the Clare Museum also hosted Cruinniú na Cásca events during the afternoon of
Easter Monday. A total of 17 children and their parents attended
and a small number of walk-in visitors visited.

•

Three different workshops for schools were held during the
month and 188 pupils from 6 schools attended.

•

A total of 171 items were donated to the museum, these were
catalogued to the museum collection, packed and stored in accordance with museum standards.

•
A new air-conditioning system was installed in the Westropp
room. Some upgrading of the security cameras was carried out.
•

Clare Arts Office

•
Art exhibitions were held in Cultúrlann Sweeney as well as in
the gallery at Scariff Library. The Artist in Schools scheme continued
in national schools in St. Conaire’s and St. Aidan’s in Shannon and
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Further advances were made in preparation for the application
for Full Accreditation under the Museum Standards Programme for
Ireland: the plan for clearing the cataloguing backlog and the Collection Care Strategy are both nearing completion as is a new loans-out
agreement.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS
Implementation of the 2016 Roadworks Programme, including
the elements which had to be carried over to early 2017 (with
one exception), have been completed and the allocations to facilitate same were also carried over to 2017. The one exception
relates to overlay work which had been scheduled for 2016 for
Bealaha on the N67, but couldn’t proceed because watermain
rehabilitation works which had been planned by Irish Water
didn’t go ahead – agreement has now been reached with Irish
Water to the effect that when the Watermain Rehabilitation
Works proceed later this year, the overlay works will also proceed as a sub-contract of the watermain project.

location of €13,041,587.
•
€2,839,359 from the Council’s Own Resources – an increase of 0.77% when compared with the 2016 allocation.
•
The foregoing adds up to a total fund of €18,488,945.
Included in the above €18.488 million figure is an allocation of €1
million for the R458 Latoon Creek Bridge repair works as well as
€0.676 million for Bridge Rehabilitation Works on Regional and
Local Roads. There is also an increase of approximately 10% in
the Restoration Improvement Grant

With regard to the 2017 Roadworks Programme the following
are the overall allocations confirmed from the three funding
sources which facilitate the overall budget provision:
•
€845,721 from the TII in respect of National routes excluding Traffic Route Lighting. The public lighting allocations
have recently been confirmed and have been reduced by approximately €35,000 to reflect the inventory information which
evolved recently and showed that the number of lights facilitating National Secondary routes is less than originally thought.
Note that details of the annual overlay programme are TBC.
•
€14,803,865 from the DTTAS in respect of Non-National
routes – an increase of 13.8% when compared with the 2016 al-

CAPITAL PROJECTS
The following is the up-to-date position in relation to a no. of strategic projects which are at various stages of development.
•
Killaloe By-Pass – The protracted Judicial Review and
subsequent appeals concluded in November, 2016 with confirmation of final approval for the project. Notices to Treat were
served and the submissions received in response to same have
been examined. Initial liaison has taken place with some property owners. An allocation of €500,000 is included in the 2017
Schedule of Road Grants to facilitate this.
•
Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – Preliminary Design work is ongoing. As Councillors are aware, the formal Development Plan variation pertaining to the Clare section of
the project was passed in July, 2015, and shortly thereafter, the
equivalent proposed variation of the Limerick County Development Plan was defeated by Limerick Councillors. Limerick City
and County Council has recently been reconsidering its position
on the matter and arising from same, a new variation process is
ongoing in relation to the same route corridor as was considered
previously but with the benefit of enhanced provision for interaction with the strategic route network at the Limerick end of the
corridor to deal with ongoing capacity difficulties including in the
vicinity of the junction with the M7 motorway. It is likely that formal consideration of the variation proposal will be incorporated in
the Limerick City and County Council May meeting agenda scheduled for May 29th.
•
Doolin Pier and Village Masterplan – The Doolin Pier
construction project was completed in mid-June of 2015 and the
level of activity in terms of ferry operations has increased significantly over the past 2 tourist seasons as a result of the additional
flexibility and opportunity afforded by the development. Consultants are presently completing a draft masterplan to enable the
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The Roadworks Programme for 2017 has been prepared and was
presented at three of the four MD meetings held in March. At
time of writing, two of the four MD’s (Ennis and Shannon) have
approved their respective Schedules of Municipal District Works.
Preparation for implementation of the various programmes are
ongoing and some scheduled Restoration Improvement works
have been implemented.
preparation of formal planning proposals in relation to the development of a new accommodation building, parking and other ancillary facilities and the development of traffic management and
car and coach parking facilities in the vicinity of Fisher Street.
•
Blakes Corner – During the second half of 2016, separate
determinations from TII and An Bord Pleannala confirmed that a 2
stage approach to approval to the project would not be acceptable
and that the appropriate Planning Process to deal with it would be
the Part VIII procedure. The steering group is presently considering options based on the current position as outlined above and
liaison is continuing with TII.
•
N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme - Preliminary Design work is reaching a conclusion and Ennis MD Councillors have
been briefed regarding the preferred route proposal. Consultation with effected property owners is ongoing and feedback received from them is receiving consideration.
•
Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – The project has been
approved by the OPW and the formal tender process is reaching a
colclusion – hoping to have contract works underway by mid Summer.
•
Cappahard Roundabout and Drainage Works, Ennis The contract is substantially completed and the new roundabout
is fully operational.
•
West Clare Railway Greenway – Construction work is
completed on the 3.5km section from Ennis Town Centre to Lees
Road Sports and Amenity Park. Some initial survey work is to
be carried out shortly along the entire route which ultimately is
likely to link Ennis with Milltown Malbay (via Lahinch). This will
be followed by the preparation of a briefing document to facilitate
liaison with the Department of Transport regarding a strategic approach to be adapted in relation to the development of the overall
project – almost 50km of cycleway along the route of the West
Clare Railway (in so far as is feasible).
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

STORM DAMAGE (Jan/Feb 2014)

•
Cumulative expenditure to end of 2016 closed out at €13 million. Contract works which are presently ongoing will result in this
accumulating to approximately €15.5 million over the next number of weeks.
•
The sum remaining to be spent in relation to the coastal damage repair programme is €4.5 million. The programme pertaining
to same should be substantially completed during the second quarter of 2017 (with the exception of Lahinch) pending successful passage
through outstanding planning process’s and other factors outside our control. Separately, the strategy pertaining to coastal strengthening
proposals is ongoing – as per details set out in the above table. The cost of Feasibility Studies and other ancillary outlay is being separately
funded by the Office of Public Works and is not part of the sums referred to under the previous 2 bullet points.
The following table sets out the current position in relation to Strengthening and significant Remediation projects:

PROJECT

CURRENT SITUATION

Cloughaninchy

A further amended proposal (3rd proposal) has been prepared in draft format by the consultants
for consideration – this proposal has a positive Benefit Cost Ratio (BCR) and following consultation
with the local community re same, the OPW is being asked to approve and fund the project.

New Quay/Aughinish

Draft Feasibility Study submitted by consultants – being examined – difficult to identify a positive
BCR solution in this case.

Doolin

Feasibility Study nearing completion

Liscannor Bay: Clehane, Adjacent Feasibiliity Study completed and submitted to the OPW – having been amended to reflect reto Pitch & Putt, Liscannor
sponses to queries raised by the Council – response currently awaited from the OPW.
Lehinch Central (Prom Area)

Contract ongoing – 90% completed – to be completed in advance of the 2017 tourist season.

Lehinch South

Consultants design work ongoing. Formal planning process (Part VIII) ongoing also – due to conclude in May. The ancillary Foreshore Licence Application is presently at the public consultation
stage. It is envisaged that this coastal strengthening project will proceed after the tourist season.

Whitestrand (Milltown Malbay), Feasibility Study completed and submitted to the OPW – response awaited.
Spanish Point, Quilty
Ross Bay

Strengthening requirements – application to appoint consultant to carry out Feasibiliry Study still
under consideration by the OPW.

Kilbaha

Feasibility Study first draft completed – final draft awaited – to be submitted to OPW for approval
upon receipt.

Atlantic Coastline/IFA

Contract works completed in Farrihy & Doonmore. Significant environmental sensitivities elsewhere which may result in works curtailment. Liaison ongoing with NPWS in relation to Lough
Donnell.

Estuary Coastline/IFA

Design work ongoing in relation to multiple locations. 3 work packages to go ahead shortly at
Ballynacally, Burrane Lower and Carrownacalla South pending resolution of tender constraints.
Further works packages to be tendered.

WINTER 2015/16 – flooding impact:

of existing culvert and drainage infrastructure as well as extension
of the down-gradiant open channel system to facilitate efficient disposal of surface water to the Cleadagh River. A consultant will be
appointed shortly (tenders have been received) to facilitate preparation of a formal planning application, to be followed by application to the OPW for funding to implement the proposed solution.
•
Ballyvaughan: A hydrological assessment in relation to
the problems experienced in Ballyvaughan has been completed.
The proposed solution would involve capacity adjustment of the
existing channel and outfall facilitating drainage of the catchment
which heretofore hasn’t been able to cope in extreme flooding situations. The BCR is marginally positive and the next step is to appoint a consultant to facilitate pursuit of planning approval, funding
and implementation.
•
Murtyclough: The N67 was closed to traffic for 6 weeks
in late 2015/early 2016 and the recommended solution, following
a hydrological assessment, involves the provision of a pumping station to dispose of surplus flood water to Galway Bay. There are
significant environmental designations and sensitivities in the area.
The project consultant is preparing the works design and a formal
planning application following which (pending planning approval)
funding to facilitate implementation will be pursued.

Arising from the extreme flood events of the 2015/16 Winter period, the Council has been pursuing feasible solutions in a number
of areas with a view to minimisation of risk in the event that situations of a similar nature occur again. Among the locations under
consideration are Springfield, Milltown Malbay, Ballyvaughan and
Murtyclough (near New Quay) – the up to date position in relation
to each is as follows:
•
Springfield, Clonlara: Following on from provision of additional information by the Council and submission of an ancillary
appeal, the OPW has carried out a review of its original findings.
The draft outcome of this review is encouraging in that it identifies
a potential positive BCR solution which envisages the construction
of an embankment with a 1/1000 year level of protection between
the vulnerable residential area of Springfield and the Shannon River
Channel. The Council continues to liaise with the OPW with a view
to development of an implementation strategy in relation to this
proposal.
•
Milltown Malbay: A hydrological assessment of the
Northern part of the town, centred around Church Street has been
completed and proposes a solution which would involve upgrading
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WATER SERVICES

The most significant individual operational items during the month were:

Water Services reform and other issues:
• Despite the original timescale of late March 2017 for the roll out of
WIOF (Water Industry Operating Framework) there has been no further announcements to date in this regard.

Water – There were no major outages or mains breaks during this month.
The Clare Disinfection Project which is being carried out at the larger Water
Treatment Plants in the County for Irish Water is progressing well.
Wastewater – Works at Kilkee Pumping station are nearing completion
with the main civils works packages now complete. The new electrical
panel and motor control center has been installed and is currently being
commissioned along with the extensive electrical cabling and various instrumentation works required to operate the station.

• Clare County Council and Trade Union representatives also met with
the Work Place Relations Commission (WRC) in March to further progress
internal restructuring of water services delivery operations in the county.
• Other transformation projects – including regional capital offices, national laboratory strategy, and planned maintenance – are being progressed
but there have been no major developments on them either during April.

Commissioning and process optimisation are due to be complete by midMay in time for the 2017 bathing season.

Water & Wastewater operational – key points
Clare County Council continue to score well in the first quarter of 2017
under the 64 key performance indicators of the Annual Service Plan (ASP)
2017 reporting tool. The Annual Service Plan delivery will continue to be
challenging in its delivery due to the reduction in water services staff complement.

A ‘Do Not Swim’ precautionary notice issued by Clare County Council in
December remains in place pending completion of the work at the pumping station.
The EPA have recently conducted inspections at a number of waste water
treatment plants around the county and we are awaiting their reports.

WATER SERVICES (Capital projects): Irish Water has received tenders from consultant engineers for projects in the 2017-2021 Capital Investment Programme (CIP). The initial tender evaluation has been completed and we are awaiting the final phase of the evaluation which is conducted by IW.

The 2017-2021 CIP currently incorporates three agglomerations in Clare (Shannon, Ennistymon & Newmarket on Fergus) as well as continuation of wastewater treatment upgrades at Quin and Kilfenora. Untreated agglomerations (UTAS) are Major Capital Projects in addition to the
CIP 2017-2021. This involves 5 Clare towns and villages with less than adequate wastewater treatment facilities – Ballyvaughan, Clarecastle,
Kilkee, Kilrush & Liscannor. Hereunder is a summary of any changes in status of significant capital projects since the March 2017 monthly report.

WATER PROJECTS
Ennis water mains rehabilitation project phase 2

Work to rectify control issues on the ring main along the N85 has commenced. The ring main has been put into operation early April and full control on the main will be completed by early June.

Rockmount WTP

Irish Water has approved funding for the following works in relation to Rockmount WTP:
•
Purchase land and construct a pumping station north of Milltown Malbay.
•
Decommission the existing Rockmount WTP.
•
Construct new 2,000 cubic meter reservoir on the site of the decommissioned WTP.
•
Linkage to existing countywide SCADA, consistent with IW Specifications.
•
Tender documents are currently under review.
The land has now been purchased and the pumping station is due to be completed in the next 8 weeks.

WASTEWATER PROJECTS
Clonroadmore wastewater
treatment plant (Ennis) upgrade

The construction stage and the first period of process proving have been completed. Screening operational issues
at Francis St & Tulla Rd Pumping Stations are not expected to be rectified until the end of May 2017.

Shannon wastewater treatment The construction stage and the commissioning phase have been completed. The 56 day flow & load survey is due
plant upgrade phase1.Inlet works to recommence on the 2nd May 2017. The anticipated completion date is the 27th June 2017. The commissioning
certificate has been issued.
Shannon Town Sewer Network
Survey

Foul Sewer survey has been completed and the results are being analysed. Sampling of the network is continuing.
Ensen has been awarded this 4 month contract. This will feed into a Model build and verification. Project completion is Q3 2017.

Kilfenora WWTP upgrade

Design Review Report has been submitted and is under review by IW.

Quin WWTP upgrade

The Design Review Report has been accepted by IW Asset Strategy. A planning review meeting was held recently
with Clare County Council Planning Section.

Flow Monitoring Project

The design review has been completed by Clare County Council project staff and IW discussions are ongoing with
the contractor in relation to the responses.

Rural Water: The Council is awaiting information from the DHPCLG on

when submissions can be made for the 2017 RWP allocation. There is no
update / information on when submissions can be made which may have
a knock on effect on the delivery of the rural water programme in 2017.
No further Clare group water schemes have been taken over by IW during April 2017. The Rural Water team has written to IW requesting that
18 schemes in Clare be considered for takeover in 2017 on a phased approach. 4no. schemes have been forwarded to IW for takeover which
were discussed at the Tier 3 Service Level Agreement meeting between
CCC and IW held on the 21st March 2017. There is a requirement for the 4

schemes to forward additional information to Irish Water.
No further discussions in relation to Group Sewerage Schemes took place
in April 2017. Clare County Council was previously advised that the process was being trialled in another County with Clare next if the process is
approved.
Non Domestic Metering: Discussions are continuing with IW on management of future meter reading. An Assistant Staff Officer, on a part time
basis, has now been appointed to liaise with Irish Water on billing/metering issues.
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FIRE & BUILDING CONTROL
Fire & Building Control Section (Main Activities) MARCH 2017 2017 TO DATE

2016
Total

Number of Emergency Calls Attended

89

288

851

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated
Number of Disability Access Certificates Received
Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted

4
3
0
1

32
28
1
20

2

17

100
103
9
67
49

Number of Commencement Notices Received
Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints

27
1

114
5

327
25

Training outing to Ballinrobe
Clare County Fire & Rescue Service instructors are
providing Compartment Fire Behaviour Training at
Ballinrobe Training Centre in Mayo.
The training session gave trainees the opportunity
to practice techniques in controlling fires in high
temperature surroundings. In this photograph,
two participants are being guided by an instructor
in a range of techniques to (a) control the fire and
the safety of themselves & (b) prepare to extinguish the fire.

PUBLIC LIGHTING
Clare County Council has responsibility for the management and maintenance of more than 13,000 public lights in the county (CCC does not
have responsibility for those pertaining to the Motorway Network). These
lights are maintained under contract by Airtricity – in general, the contract is working well and in compliance in that the number of public lights
which are out of order at any time doesn’t exceed 2%.
Public Lighting is the single biggest energy consumption component of the
Councils infrastructure and significant investment is required in this area
if the current statutory target of achieving a carbon footprint reduction of
33% by 2020 is to materialise – options to facilitate progress in this regard
are being examined – both in local and National contexts.
Over the past number of months, all counties have fed into the development of a National Invertory of Public Lights
which will facilitate forward planning towards achievement of the 2020 objective.
Over the coming years it is likely
that there will be a significant conversion to LED lighting and the Council has implemented a number of schemes using
this technology on the basis that energy savings will result in them paying for themselves (with grant support) over a
relatively short period of time. A further application for funding was submitted to TII/SEAI recently to facilitate works
in the Kilrush area and an outcome in respect of this application is awaited.
For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults:
•
•
•

Internet: Direct reporting on our website – www.airtricitysolutions.com
Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions dedicated Call Centre – 1850 372 772
Local Authority Identification – via Local Authority’s website or Contact number
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ENVIRONMENT

Tender assessment remains ongoing in relation to the proposed toilet and amenity block at Lahinch. Discussions have taken
place through the Design Team with the preferred tenderer and
these are expected to be concluded shortly.

•

Oil Pollution Management
•
A training exercise testing the response capabilities of
Shannon Foynes Port Company, local authorities and other organisations who operate in the vicinity of the Shannon Estuary took
place at Spanish Point, County Clare, on Wednesday and Thursday
of next week (26-27 April), organised by Environment Section.

A tidal indicator to aid safer operation of the diving platforms at Kilkee is currently being fabricated by specialist contractors and is expected to be installed on site ahead of the forthcoming June Bank Holiday weekend. Additional signage and equipment
monitoring will also be incorporated on the site to improve safety at
the facility.

•

Education and Awareness
National Spring Clean took place during the month of
April. A strong social media campaign was undertaken throughout the month with coverage in all local newspapers and Clare FM.
Community wardens from environment Section was out supporting
clean ups around the County including Ennis, Sixmilebridge, Shannon and Corofin. In addition sixty free passes for Transfer Stations at
Scariff, Lisdeen and Inagh were provided to community groups.

•

The simulated event, hosted by Clare County Council on behalf of
the Shannon Estuary Anti-Pollution Team (SEA-PT), centred on a hypothetical major spillage of crude oil having occurred from an oil
exploration platform located approximately 220km off the south
west coast of Ireland and oil coming ashore at Spanish Point. Other
parameters for the exercise included notification that the source of
the pollution has been brought under control and that there have
been no casualties on the oil exploration platform.

There was a practical element on site at Spanish Point involving operation and demonstration of equipment while a technical briefing
was carried out on equipment on site for officials. The second day
of the event consisted of the management of a simulated large scale
event for senior management of Local Authorities, SEA-PT members
and the Coastguard in Clare County Council’s headquarters at Áras
Contae an Chláir, Ennis, which acted as the Incident Command Centre. Over 70 people attended the event.
Beaches - Capital Projects
The additional site monitoring works required as part of
the further information response has now been completed for the
new toilet facilities at Spanish Point. The Consultant is preparing the
response and it is expected to lodge the further information request
with the Planning Department in the coming week or so. Works are
progressing on the tender package concurrently and this will be
ready for issue to tenderers on completion of the planning process.
The construction works are expected to be completed by the end of
the year.

•

Design of remediation and new construction works for the
public toilets at Kilkee is currently being developed in-house. The
intention is to prepare a Part 8 planning application for lodgement
with the Planning Department by the end of the year.

•
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The first of a series of five public meetings in Co Clare on
the draft River Basin Management Plan took place at the Fall Hotel,
Ennistymon. This Local Authority Water Community Office (LAWCO)
was attended by Clare County Council Environment Section staff
and provided members of the public an opportunity to have a say in
how to protect and enhance their local river, lake or coastal area.

•

Applications were invited for community based waste prevention, reuse or repair projects or workshops. Amongst those that
can apply are community and voluntary groups including tidy towns
groups, charities, schools and businesses. Under the scheme, which
forms part of the Waste Prevention Programme for County Clare,
grants to a maximum of €500 are being made available to community waste prevention projects.

•
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Work continued in policing and prosecution of illegal
waste activity. CCTV and covert camera equipment is in place
and is being re-located as required to new ‘problem’ locations.
This equipment will be re-located as circumstances require and
‘black spots’ are identified and change with time.
•

Water Scientific Services and Laboratory
An environmental booklet was issued to 1412 homes located
within the source protection area for Drumcliff Springs (Ennis
water supply) during the month. The booklet was put together
to advise residents of the area on what they can do to protect
the Drumcliff water supply, private wells and the wider environment against pollution risk.

One further court case relating to illegal waste activities in the county was heard in court in April and this case is
ongoing. There were 2 litter fines and 6 Abandoned Car Notices
issued. Out-of-hours (evening and weekend) investigations are
planned to respond to various illegal activities relating to littering/waste management activity.
•

To promote compliance with the Presentation of
Waste By-Laws, layout proposals for commercial bin enclosures
around Ennis Town have been developed and these plans are
advancing with the various stakeholders who include the Conservation Officer, Municipal District, Councillors, local businesses and other relevant parties. It is intended to carry out similar
work in the future throughout the county as circumstances require and resources permit.
•

The 36 page booklet contains useful general information for
farmers and home owners on septic tanks and private wells,
safe pesticide and herbicide use and what they can do to reduce
the risk of oil leaks on their property. The booklet also included
a quiz and colouring competition to encourage recipients to
read it.
A prohibition Notice on Bathing in Kilkee issued on 21
December 2016 on the instruction of the HSE and in consultation with Irish Water, following the failure of a storm surge vessel
at the Irish Water pump station in Kilkee. The Notice remained
in place for April. Irish Water have advised that they hope to
have the works completed by mid-May. The notice covers bathing water only and is a precautionary measure. Irish water also
advised that there have been no discharges of waste water into
the sea via the beach in Kilkee since the 13th of March 2017.
•

A technical report was prepared in relation to the
three sites proposed to receive commercial bin enclosures in
Ennis. From this, the largest of the proposed sites at Friary Car
Park will now be developed as a pilot project. Final details are
being examined with a view to having the site in place in time
for the commencement of Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann, 2017.
Other potential permanent sites are being investigated.
•

Legislative compliance, RMCEI enforcement, inspection, prosecution, management
On average over 500 inspections, warning notices, enforcement and advisory notices issue in accordance with the
requirements of the EPA agreed Environmental Inspection Plan
each month.
•

Waste - Enforcement, Regulation and Management
The Environment Department, Waste Enforcement
section continues to carry out Inspections throughout April
in accordance with the Environmental Inspection Plan (based
on RMCEI criteria). Inspections of Certificates of Registration,
Waste Facility Permits and Collection Permit compliances were
included. These inspections incorporated elements such as the
Food Waste, WEEE, tyres, presentation of waste and packaging
regulations, etc. as well as regular ongoing enforcement activity
concerned with the Waste Management Act and Litter Acts.
•
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