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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING & ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT

•  A Part VIII application was submitted on 10th February for
proposed development of Shannon Town Park along with
Rineanna Park to deliver a new flagship Shannon Town Park.
The proposed works include the creation of a natural water
feature, adventure play area and a bandstand/performance
area, along with the formal laying of footpaths, lighting and
the creation of formal and informal seating areas. The development will also include works to the two no. junctions on
Bóthar Linne along the southern perimeter of the site, and
the creation of a pedestrian crossing on same. Submissions
may be made up to 6th April 2017.

February 2017 - Key Activities

•   A significant number of conservation grant applications
were received under both the Structures at Risk Fund 2017
and the Built Heritage Investment Scheme 2017.  These are
currently being assessed and will be forwarded to the Department of Arts Heritage Regional Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs for final grant approval.
•   Funding of €33,000 was approved from the Heritage
Council which will be used towards projects in 2017 on Bird
Survey Data on the Shannon-Fergus Estuary, Preparation of
an Ennis Town Public Realm Plan and a DVD on “Stories from
the Landscape”.

•  82 planning applications and 35 pre-planning applications
were received by Clare County Council in February.
•  Enforcement – 4 complaints were received, 9 warning letters were issued, 3 Enforcement Notices were served and 9
files were closed during the month of February.
•  Works are progressing in Clarecastle, Kilkee, Scarriff and
Shannon under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme 2016.   •  1 estate was taken in charge by resolution of the Elected
Members at the February meeting of Killaloe MD.
•  Kilkee – A public information session on the redesign of
the public realm took place in Sweeney Memorial Library, •  The public consultation on the Draft Clare County Council
Kilkee.  The €111,764 project is 85% funded by the Depart- General Development Contribution Scheme concluded on
ment of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs 13th February with the receipt of 10 submissions. A Chief
Executive Report will be compiled in advance of the adopand is expected to be completed by mid-2017.
tion of the  scheme by the Members in April.

EMPLOYMENT & LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE
•
LEO Clare formally launched its Clare Local Enterprise Week programme (5-10 March) comprising 16 events/
seminars/training programmes in various locations around
the county. The highlight events include ‘Let’s Get Exporting’ with keynote speaker Ian Kehoe (Editor Sunday Business Post), the final of the Student Enterprise Awards, and
the Clare final of the National Enterprise Awards.
The opportunity is also taken to test new training programmes and this year LEO Clare will introduce 3 such programmes, ‘Evaluate Your Business-Power of Three’, ‘Getting
your Food Product to Market’ and ‘How to Promote Your
Business’.
•
32 women attended our first Women In Business
network event for 2017. The topic of the evening was Digital Marketing Strategies delivered by Caroline Dunlea, CoFounder Core Optimisation (a company supported by LEO
Clare). Feedback on the event was very positive.

Pictured at the Local Enterprise Office Clare office at Áras Contae an Chláir
in Ennis l-r Councillor Bill Chambers, Cathaoirleach, Padraic McElwee, Local
Enterprise Office Clare, and Darren O’Connor of Magic Mayan Chocolate

•
This month’s training programmes included:
- 1st February: Food Academy
- 9th February: Primary Course in Food Safety
- 16th February: Management Development Programme
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
TOURISM

February 2017 - Key Activities

•  The Cliffs of Moher was awarded a Gold award by CIE Tours
International for ‘Best Overall Visit’ in a survey of all visitors
to Ireland.

•
The 10th anniversary of the opening of the Cliffs of
Moher Visitor Experience was celebrated on 8th February
2017 with a tourism networking event in the visitor centre.

•
Consultations were commenced by Consultant appointed by the National Parks & Wildlife Service for the Burren National Park and Visitor Management Plan.

•
Clare tourism participated in a very successful Shannon Holliday Fair in the Arena at the University of Limerick in
mid February.
•
Workshops were held by Failte Ireland Consultants
on a Visitor Experience Plan for the Burren.

FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES
HUMAN RESOURCES

PROCUREMENT
The following opportunities were advertised on eTenders
during February 2017.
CONTRACT ADVERTISED

CLOSING DATE

Re-development of Lees Road
Synthetic Pitch

20th March 2017

Construction of upgrade to Lahinch
Toilet

1st March 2017

Scoping, Developing, Marketing and
Promoting the Lough Derg Blueway

17th February 2017

Clare County Council successfully transitioned its
Superannuation services to the Shared Services Centre
(MyPay) in Laois during February 2017.  
At retirement employees will make contact with the HR
Department however their retirement benefits will be
calculated by the team in the Shared Services Centre:
There were a number of interviews held in February across
a range of business areas including:

CORPORATE SERVICES
Tracking System for Motions adopted at Council meetings
As agreed at the February council meeting, options are
being reviewed to develop a system of tracking actions
agreed at the Council meetings.  A further update on this will
be provided when a process or system has been developed.
Annual Ethics Declarations
Part 15 of the Local Government Act 2001 places an
obligation on relevant employees and Elected Members
to complete and submit to the Ethics Registrar an Annual
Declaration no later than the last day of February each year.  
All declarations for this year have been received.
Design and Print service
Interviews for the two positions for this service will be
completed at the end of March and it is
hoped that the in-house printing and design
service can be fully operational by Quarter 2 2017.

•     Retained Fire fighters Ennis & Kilrush
•     Senior Business Analyst (LEO)
•     Water Services Supervisor Operations
•     Water Asset Transfer project
•     Student Co-Operative Education opportunities in
conjunction with the University of Limerick.
The following posts have been advertised during February:
Open Competitions:
•     School Wardens Countywide Panels (sporadic cover)
•     Traffic / Litter Warden Countywide Panel
•     Beach Lifeguards Countywide Panel
Confined Competitions:
•     Store Keeper
•  Acting Information Systems (IS) Technical Support
Officer Panel (analogous to Staff Officer)
•     Sports Facilities Assistants Countywide Panel.    
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
February 2017 Actions: Monthly Management Report for the March Monthly Meeting of Clare County Council.

Pat Spillane – Rural Develoment Forum

Public Consultation – Rural Development
Members of the public and interested parties are being invited to have their say on the proposed Clare Rural
Development Strategy by making written submissions and
observations to the Rural Development Directorate, Clare
County Council, Áras Contae an Chláir, New Road, Ennis,
Co. Clare on or before 4.00 pm on Friday, 21st March 2017.

Pat Dowling, Chief Executive Clare County Council, Pat Spillane, Cllr. Bill
Chambers, Cathaoirleach of Clare County Council, Leonard Cleary,
Director of Services, Clare County Council, and Aine Mellett, Tusla.

Former All Ireland winning footballer with Kerry and
Government Ambassador for the National Action For Rural
Development, Pat Spillane made a presentation to
members of the recently established Clare Rural
Development Forum at the Buttermarket Building,
Waterpark, Ennis on Wednesday 1st March 2017.
The Forum comprises members drawn from local
community, business, tourism and farming groups, as well
as Clare County Council, Elected Members, third level
institutes and State and Development Agencies.  The Forum is
currently developing a Rural Development Strategy for
County Clare which is expected to be launched
in early summer.

Addressing Forum Members, Mr. Spillane referred to
his passion for rural Ireland, his Chairmanship of the
Commission for the Economic Development of Rural
Areas (CEDRA) and the importance of inter-agency
collaboration. He also acknowedged Clare County
Council’s role in convening the Rural Development Forum and
establishing one of the country’s first Local Authority Rural
Development Directorate.
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In order to facilitate stakeholder engagement, a public information briefing will take place on Friday, 24th
March 2017 at Ennis Civic Room, Buttermarket, Ennis
commencing at 2.30 pm.   Persons interested in attending are asked to contact Claire on 065 6846495 or crutherford@clarecoco.ie.   The strength and depth of the
objectives set out in the proposed Rural Development
Strategy will be guided by the input of local communities.
The Forum meetings and the public consultation process
are key to shaping a vision for the Clare Rural Development
Strategy.   It is through such consultation that we hope to
identify key influences, draft objectives and strategic which
will ultimately complement the Government’s ‘National Action Plan for Rural Ireland’ and the Rural Development Directorate operation plan.

Community Playground Support Scheme
The Rural Development Directorate has announced a
€40,000 support scheme to assist local communities in
maintaining and operating playgrounds.

The Community Playground Support Scheme 2017 follows
on from a successful scheme run in 2014/15.  Applications
are now being invited with grants of up to a maximum of
€1,400 per playground being provided.
Applications for the Community Playground Support
Scheme should be made on the approved application form
which can be downloaded from www.clarecoco.ie.  
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Amenity Grant Assistance for local
improvement and maintenance works

Roll-out of free public Wi-Fi
Clare County Council’s Rural Development Directorate has
commenced the rollout of free public Wi-Fi to Ennis Town
Centre as part of a wider plan to introduce open internet access to several other Clare towns.
Open Wi-Fi access was recently introduced to the Upper
Market area of Ennis with plans to extend the free service
to Parnell Street and Carpark, Abbey Street and Carpark,
O’Connell Street and O’Connell Square.

The Rural Development Directorate has announced three
grant schemes aimed at providing financial assistance to
community groups wishing to undertake improvement and
maintenance works in their areas.
Applications are being invited for the Amenity Works, Illegal
Dump Clean-up and Village Paint Schemes, the closing date
for which is Friday, 31 March 2017.

The Rural Development Directorate, which is funding the initiative, is working with local businesses to install the WI-FI
hotspots in an effort to draw shoppers and businesspeople
to the town. The project is led by Urban McMahon (Broadband & Digital Officer and H.I.S.)
The Rural Development Directorate will be introducing a
similar service to other Clare towns throughout 2017.

Annual Pride of Place Competition

Amenity Works Grants up to a maximum of €300 will be allocated to qualifying groups for the purpose of purchasing
trees, shrubs, brushes, shovels, street furniture and other
incidental items which are required to carry out the maintenance and improvement works. Grants up to a maximum
of €300 also are being made available to groups wishing to
undertake a cleanup of illegal dumps.  Village Paint Scheme
grants are also being made available to local groups. The
grant is for materials only and will be in the order of 50% of
the group’s expenditure to a maximum of €1,000.  
Applications forms can be downloaded from www.clarecoco.ie
group per category, providing the total number nominated
does not exceed five. Judging for Pride of Place 2017 takes
place between June and August.

The Rural Development Directorate is inviting
expressions of interest from local communities, projects and
housing estates interested in representing Clare in the 2017
IPB Pride of Place competition.   
The annual all-island competition, which is run in
association with Co-operation Ireland and local
authorities, aims to recognise the vital contributions
that communities make to society along with generating
awareness, respect and inclusion for every facet of society.
The Rural Development Directorate may nominate one
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There are 11 categories under which communities can enter.
They include three themes: Community based Youth Initiative, Creative Place Initiative, Communities Reaching Out Initiative and five population categories. The remaining categories are Urban Neighbourhoods, Housing Estates, and Islands
and Coastal Communities.
Groups interested in being considered for nomination
are asked to submit a written expression of interest,
detailing their preferred Category with a one-page typed
summary (max 150 words) setting out their proposal to
Nicola Killeen, Pride of Place Coordinator.  Expressions of Interest received will be assessed, per category, based on the
Co-Operation Ireland criteria available on request from Clare
County Council and at www.prideofplace.ie.  
All applicants will be informed by end of April as to whether
they have been nominated to compete at All-island level.  
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
(Housing, Sport & Amenities and Cultural Services)

HOUSING
In February 2017 the Social housing list reached 2,500 and the
Directorate continued in our endeavours to deal with the increasing housing unit demand through a combination of acquisitions,
rentals and leases.  All efforts are being utilised to fast track the
turnaround period for vacant houses and significant progress was
made in this regard with a sharp drop in the average vacancy period to 121 days or approx. 17 weeks (previously 158 days).  As can
be seen from statistics below, the refurbishment works for other
vacant houses continues apace and our challenge will continue to
be to maintain and improve on the average vacancy period.  

work with all of our partner agencies to provide accommodation and support for the homeless and a number of specific acquisitions are underway which will improve the situation. Work
on the provision of the Homeless Action Team office is ongoing.  

In terms of our Capital Projects, contracts are now in place for
consultancy services to develop schemes in Clonlara and Feakle
comprising of 10 units in each location.  The Council has also submitted an application to the Department for the development of
8 units in Roslevan and is awaiting feedback on this submission.
The Council continues to review the development options in parThe Acquisitions Team has viewed over 20 dwellings during Feb- ticular in the high social house demand areas of the County and
ruary, contracts have been signed for 12 no. and sales closed in is actively engaged with the NDFA for the delivery of 50 units on
respect of 5no. properties.  Offers have been made on a further Council owned lands in Shannon East.  The development will be
10no. properties.    Under Rental and Leasing, there are 1042 delivered as a PPP with 100% nomination rights to the Council.
no. HAP tenancies in Clare since its introduction in June 2015.   The NDFA have recently appointed a design team and plan to subIn 2017 to date, the Council has entered agreements for 3 short mit for planning permission in 2017.
term leases, 2 long term leases and 14 additional leases have
The Council is awaiting the outcome of its application for LIHAF
been agreed with Approved Housing Bodies.  
funding (Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund) which if
successful is to be used to provide infrastructure to release lands
for the development of housing in Ennis, Shannon and Ennistymon.  A Department decision is due in March/April 2017.

SPORT & RECREATIONAL
Refurbishment and Maintenance works on the Council’s Housing
stock is an ongoing demand on resources.  In February there were
260 maintenance calls logged on iHouse while the number of
voids/vacant houses returned to stock after refurbishment during the month was 12 units with works nearing completion on a
further 19 units.   
The Social Directorate continues to process a large number of
applications for the various house improvements Grants available and in 2016, a total expenditure of €2.266 m was issued to
240 successful applicants.    It is envisaged that a similar levels
of output will continue during 2017 subject to Department funding.  Applicant priority is assessed on medical, compassionate and
waiting time criteria.  The Council is constantly reviewing all applications on the waiting list under the three grant schemes and
prioritising them for approval based on the above criteria.   Up to
the end of February 2017, approval for the following applications
with associated funding has been received.

Housing Adaptation Grant  for
People with a Disability
Housing Aid for Older People
Mobility Aids Grant
Approvals issued to 28th
February 2017
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€73,050

20
20
46

€88,580
€77,388
€239,018

In regard to Homelessness, the number of presentations in
February 2017 was 44.   The Hostel at Laurel Lodge remains
fully occupied every night catering for 13 men while a further
17 adults and 13 children were in emergency accommodation (B&B) on 28th February 2017.  The Council is continuing to
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Much progress has been made in improving our Sports and recreational facilities.  In February, we sought tenders for the re-development of the Astro Turf Pitch in Lees Road.  The present pitch
is in place for 15 years and requires updating to ensure it is of the
highest standards.  The total cost of this project is in the order of
€500,000 and has been partly funded by the Sport Capital Grant
Programme 2015.  Once the tender is awarded works will begin
during Q2 of 2017 to ensure that present activities are not adversely affected.  
We are also in the process of seeking EU funding for Rural Tourism
Development towards a ‘Fartlek Training System’ for Active Ennis
Sports & Amenity Park, Lees Road.  Ennis Tri Club have agreed to
be our partner for this initiative and we are extremely hopeful
of securing the funding required and the project will incorporate
the existing Loop Walk within the 130 acre woodland section of
the Park. The uniqueness of this facility will serve to attract the
‘active’ tourist to our County.  
Additionally, we have also made applications under the 2017
Sports Capital Grant Programme for a number of key projects.  
These include:
1.
The completion of the works programme at Active Ennis
Tim Smythe Park to include dressing rooms, toilets and storage
facilities.
2.
Further development of Active Kilrush Sports Complex
with the first phase being dressing rooms.   Further works proposed there include storage facilities, courts and car parking.  
3.
The development of a synthetic Cricket Wicket at Active
Ennis Sports & Amenity Park, Lees Road. The addition of this facility will strengthen the offer in the Park and demonstrate the
diversity of the activities taking place there as well as ensuring
inclusiveness for all disciplines.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
CULTURAL SERVICES

CLARE MUSEUM

– LIBRARY, ARTS, MUSEUM, ARCHIVES

•    During February the museum held St Bridget’s Day work-

Clare County Library
•    In February a presentation by Keith Williams Architects
was made to Clare County Councillors, updating Members
on developments regarding the new library/arts building in
Ennis.  

shops for schools and held the first Traditional Singing Workshop in partnership with the Clare Arts Office.   A total of
420 school children from seven schools visited the museum
during the month.  The curator also made a presentation to
the LCETB to promote the museum as an education resource
for Adult Education courses, particularly in the areas of local
history, literacy, computers, tourism and home economics.  
•    Advances were made in the cataloguing of the collection,

necessary for accreditation, during the month, planning for
future workshops for both primary and secondary schools
also occurred.  Four objects have been donated into the collection so far this year.

CLARE ARTS OFFICE
•    The first meeting of the Creative Ireland steering group in

County Clare took place on 22nd February, led by the Social
Director. This comprises of staff drawn from libraries, arts,
museum, heritage, community and enterprise.   
•    As part of our outreach service and in support of the age

friendly initiative the library participated at the Older People’s Forum road shows in Kilkee, Ennis, Tulla and Ennistymon.    Library staff were on hand with information on all
of our services and facilities available to older people.  The
‘Blind Date with a Book’ promotion for Valentine’s Day was a
huge success again this year. Readers chose a book from our
display of books wrapped in plain paper and also received
a treat from Wilde Irish Chocolates and a teabag to enjoy a
nice cup of tea while reading!  
•    Clare Library in association with Glór welcomed Laureates na nÓg past and present to Ennis on 15th February. At a
special schools event 480 children & their teachers from 17
schools attended a live drawing experience by current Laureate PJ Lynch. PJ was accompanied by fellow award-winning,
world renowned author and ex Laureate Eoin Colfer. An exhibition of PJ Lynch’s work was exhibited during the month
in conjunction with this event.   In conjunction with the Clare
Person of the Year Award Caitríona Lucas was remembered
in Ennistymon Library in a Roald Dahl-themed illustration
workshop with Wayne O’Connor on 25th February.    Clare
Library has had correspondence from Lord Egremont, whose
ancestors owned the extensive Leconfield Estate in County
Clare in the 19th century. He will be visiting County Clare in
early April where he will meet with local Clare historians in
the Council’s Local Studies Centre.  Lord Egremont’s visit is
part of research he is undertaking for a forthcoming book.
•    Child Protection training updates took place in-house for
library staff while Maintenance work on the heating system
was carried out at Newmarket-on-Fergus library.
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•   Art exhibitions were held in Cultúrlann Sweeney as

well   as in the gallery at Scariff Library and the Foyer
of Clare  Museum.  
•    The artist in schools scheme continued in national schools

in Scariff, Ruan, Kilnaboy, and Kilfenora.  Traditional singers
in residence completed their series of workshops in 4 primary schools as well as a singing circle in glór and 7 workshops
in the County Museum.
•     The Embrace Arts and Disability workshops continued

with new programmes starting in Rehab care, Shannon, 2
Brothers of Charity Houses in Ennis and the Dulick Centre.  
•     Doonbeg Drama group performed their new production

for 2 evenings in Cultúrlann Sweeney, Kilkee (below) and a
screening of a short film featuring West Clare musicians also
took place there as well as the monthly film club.

•     Working with glór, Áine Philips was selected to curate a

number of artists talks as part of The Artists Resource Room
and two public art commissions were advertised in Kilkee in
conjunction with the planning department.  Finally, 89 applications for funding were received under the Arts Act Grants
Scheme.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

Ennis, which had been approved in mid 2016 will be completed
shortly. The funding for all of these works remains in place.

Implementation of the 2016 Non National Roadworks
Programme reached a conclusion with the exception of some
contracted work in the Ennis Area which is ongoing and had
been put on hold during 2016 to facilitate timing of the Fleadh in
August – the main one being the roundabout and drainage works
development at Cappahard which is now substantially completed.

With regard to the 2017 Roadworks Programme the following are the overall allocations confirmed from the three funding sources which facilitate the overall budget provision:
•
€845,721 from the TII in respect of National routes
excluding Traffic Route Lighting. Assuming the same level of
funding for Route Lighting in 2017 as in 2016 this represents an
increase of 11% when compared with the 2016 – noting that details of the annual overlay programme have yet to be confirmed.
• €14,803,865 from the DTTAS in respect of NonNational routes – an increase of 13.8% when
compared with the 2016 allocation of €13,041,587.
• €2,839,359 from the Council’s Own Resources – an
increase of 0.77% when compared with the 2016 allocation.
• The foregoing adds up to a total fund of €18,488,945.
• Included in the above €18.488 million figure is an
allocation of €1 million for the R458 Latoon Creek
Bridge repair works as well as €0.676 million for Bridge
Rehabilitation Works on Regional and Local Roads.

With regard to National Routes, a very significant countywide
overlay contract initiated in 2016 has been completed – the one
outstanding component (a very substantial 6km contract on
the N67 near New Quay) was concluded in February. A fourth
scheme – at Bealaha on the N67 – which was allocated funding
in 2016 will also proceed shortly in the form of a sub-contract in
association with an Irish Water mains rehabilitation project. In
addition, the provision of pedestrian facilities at Kilrush Road,

The Roadworks Programme for 2017 has been prepared and is being presented at the four MD meetings this month - incorporated
in the 2017 SMDW Report for consideration at all 4 MD Councils.

CAPITAL PROJECTS

and car and coach parking facilities in the vicinity of Fisher Street.   
An update from the consultants is expected shortly.

The following is the up-to-date position in relation to a no. of strategic projects which are at various stages of development.

•
Blakes Corner – During the second half of 2016, separate
determinations from TII and An Bord Pleanala confirmed that a 2
stage approach to approval to the project would not be acceptable
and that the appropriate Planning Process to deal with it would be
the Part VIII procedure.    The steering group is presently considering options based on the current position as outlined above and
liaison is continuing with TII.

•
Killaloe By-Pass – The protracted Judicial Review and
subsequent appeals concluded in November, 2016 with confirmation of final approval for the project.     Notices to Treat were
served at the end of August and the submissions received in response to same are being examined at present so that land negotiations can commence.   An allocation of €500,000 is included in
the 2017 Schedule of Road Grants to facilitate this.  

•
N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme:   Preliminary Design work is reaching a conclusion and Ennis MD Councillors were
briefed recently regarding the preferred route proposal.   Consultation with effected property owners is ongoing.

•
Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – Preliminary Design work is ongoing.    As Councillors are aware, the formal Development Plan variation pertaining to the Clare section of
the project was passed in July, 2015, and shortly thereafter, the
equivalent proposed variation of the Limerick County Development Plan was defeated by Limerick Councillors.    Limerick City
and County Council has recently been reconsidering its position
on the matter and arising from same, a new variation process is
underway in relation to the same route corridor as was considered
previously but with the benefit of enhanced provision for interaction with the strategic route network at the Limerick end of the
corridor to deal with ongoing capacity difficulties including in the
vicinity of the junction with the M7 motorway.    

•
Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – The project has been
approved by the OPW and the formal tender process is ongoing –
hoping to have contract works underway by mid-summer.
•
Cappahard Roundabout and Drainage Works, Ennis:   
The contract is substantially completed and the new roundabout
is fully operational.
•
West Clare Railway Greenway – Construction work is
completed on the 3km section from Ennis Town Centre to Lees
Road Sports and Amenity Park.     A briefing document is being
prepared to facilitate liaison with the Department of Transport
regarding a strategic approach to be adapted in relation to the
development of the overall project – 44km of cycleway along the
route of the West Clare Railway (in so far as is feasible) from Ennis
to Lahinch.

•
Doolin Pier and Village Masterplan – The Doolin Pier
construction project was completed in mid-June of 2015 and the
level of activity in terms of ferry operations has increased significantly over the past 2 tourist seasons as a result of the additional
flexibility and opportunity afforded by the development.  Consultants are presently working towards draft masterplan completion
and submission of formal planning proposals in relation to the development of a new accommodation building, parking and other
ancillary facilities and the development of traffic management

•
Active Travel Towns – Contract works are substantially
completed in relation to all 3 components which were approved
in 2016 and the facilities are operational.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
STORM DAMAGE (Jan/Feb 2014)
•
Cumulative expenditure to end of 2016 closed out at €13 million.    Contract works which are presently ongoing will result in this
accumulating to approximately €15.5 million over the next 2  months or so.   
•
The sum remaining to be spent in relation to the coastal damage repair programme is €4.5 million.   The programme pertaining
to same should be substantially completed during the second quarter of 2017 (with the exception of Lahinch) pending successful passage
through outstanding planning process’s and other factors outside our control.     
•
Separately, the strategy pertaining to coastal strengthening proposals is ongoing – as per details set out in the above table.   The
cost of Feasibility Studies and other ancillary outlay is being separately funded by the Office of Public Works and is not part of the sums
referred to under the previous 2 bullet points.
The following table sets out the current position in relation to Strengthening and significant Remediation projects:

PROJECT

CURRENT SITUATION

Cloughaninchy

A further amended proposal (third proposal) has been prepared in draft format by the consultants
for consideration – less comprehensive and less costly than the original (first proposal) which had
been rejected by the OPW but with a much improved Benefit Cost Ratio.   Consultation with the local community re same is ongoing before deciding on whether to forward the proposal to the OPW.

New Quay/Aughinish

Draft Feasibility Study submitted by consultants – being examined.

Doolin

Feasibility Study nearing completion

Liscannor Bay: Clehane, Adjacent Feasibiliity Study completed and submitted to the OPW – having been amended to reflect responses
to Pitch & Putt, Liscannor
to queries raised by the Council.
Lehinch Central (Prom Area)

Contract ongoing – now approximately 70% completed – to be completion in advance of the 2017
tourist season.

Lehinch South

Consultants design work and formal planning process (Part VIII) ongoing – due to conclude in April.

Whitestrand (Milltown Malbay), Feasibility Study completed and submitted to the OPW.
Spanish Point, Quilty
Ross Bay

Strengthening requirements – application to appoint consultant to carry out Feasibility Study still
under consideration by the OPW.

Kilbaha

Feasibility Study draft completed – being discussed with Clare Co Council to facilitate final draft preparation in advance of submission to the OPW.

Atlantic Coastline/IFA

Contract works in Farrihy and Doonmore well advanced and nearing completion.  Significant environmental sensitivities elsewhere which may result in works curtailment – liaison ongoing at present
with NPWS in relation to Lough Donnell.

Estuary Coastline/IFA

Design work ongoing in relation to multiple locations.   3 work packages to go ahead shortly at Ballynacally, Burrane Lower and Carrownacalla South.     Further works packages to be tendered.

WINTER 2015/16 – flooding impact:
Clare County Council has been pursuing feasible solutions in a
number of areas with a view to minimisation of risk in the event
that extreme weather situations such as occurred in September and
December, 2015 and January, 2016 occur again. Among the locations under consideration are Springfield, Milltown Malbay, Ballyvaughan and Murtyclough (near New Quay) – the up to date position in relation to each is as follows:          
•  Springfield, Clonlara:   This is presently under review by the OPW
following an appeal by the Council and local residents against the
findings and conclusions of the CFRAMS study pertaining to the
area.  This review is being carried out with the benefit of significant
additional information provided by the Council and further public
consultation is also being conducted.   The Council continues to liaise with the OPW with a view to having the review completed and
a feasible engineered solution implemented as soon as possible.
•   Milltown Malbay:   A hydrological assessment of the northern
part of the town, centred around Church Street was completed re-
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cently and proposes a solution which would involve upgrading of
existing culvert and drainage infrastructure as well as extension
of the down-gradiant open channel system to facilitate efficient
disposal of surface water to the Cleadagh River. Procurement of a
consultant is ongoing to facilitate preparation of a formal planning
application, to be followed by application to the OPW for funding to
implement the proposed solution.
•  Ballyvaughan: A hydrological assessment in relation to the problems experienced is almost completed and it should be possible
to report to the Council in relation to its conclusions at the March
monthly meeting.    The difficulty has been trying to identify a solution which would meet OPW Benefit Cost Ratio requirements.
•  Murtyclough:  The N67 was closed to traffic for 6 weeks in late
2015/early 2016 and the recommended solution, following a hydrological assessment, involves the provision of a pumping station
to dispose of surplus flood water to Galway Bay.   There are significant environmental designations and sensitivities in the area.   The
project consultant is to prepare a formal planning application following which funding to facilitate implementation will be pursued.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

WATER SERVICES

The Asset Transfer Team has now been set up. Their main function is to
ensure that relevant water and wastewater related infrastructure is transferred in a structured ordered manner to Irish Water.

Water Services reform and other issues:
•   The untimely passing of Mr. Sean Ward (Senior Engineer) is a major
setback in the delivery of the 2017 Annual Service Plan. His institutional
and specialist engineering knowledge will be very difficult to replace.
•      No further outcomes are anticipated regarding WIOF (Water Industry
Operating Framework) until the end of March 2017.
•   Other transformation projects including regional capital offices, national laboratory strategy, and planned maintenance – are being progressed
but there have been no major developments on them during February.

The most significant individual operational items during the month were:
Water – There were no major outages or mains breaks during February.
Clare Disinfection Project which is being carried out at the larger Water
Treatment Plants in the County for Irish Water by Veolia Water and Cully
Automation is nearing completion.
Wastewater – Irish Water has appointed a number of specialist contractors to carry out repair and upgrade works to the Kilkee wastewater
pumping station. Works have already commenced on site and are due to
be completed within the next two months, in time for the start of the 2017
bathing period. A ‘Do Not Swim’ notice issued by Clare County Council in
December remains in place pending completion of the work at the pumping station.  Irish Water has commissioned the manufacture and installation of a new surge protection system to replace the one which failed in
December. A specialist electrical contractor has also been appointed to
review all electrical issues at the pumping station and a number of other
measures are also being put in place to allow for improved management
at times where a large volume of storm water is entering the system.

Water & Wastewater operational – key points
•  Each local authority is assessed monthly by IW on its performance on
the Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) in the Annual Service Plan. Clare
County Council’s overall score for the last quarter of 2016, as notified to
us at the January meeting with IW, stood at or very close to the highest
in the IW Southern region (Munster + SE Leinster). The January/February
scores were not available at the date of preparing this report. It remains
to be seen whether Clare’s performance can be sustained throughout
2017, as the number of KPIs has increased and targets in many of them
have become more challenging, without a corresponding increase in resource allocation by IW together with a significant reduction in the Water
Services Staff compliment.

WATER SERVICES (Capital projects): Irish Water has received tenders from consultant engineers for projects in the 2017-2021 Capital In-

vestment Programme (CIP). The first phase of the tender evaluation process was completed on the 14th February last by IW and Clare County Council’s
Project Manager. The final phase of the evaluation remains with IW.  The 2017-2021 CIP will also include continuation of wastewater treatment upgrades
at Quin and Kilfenora. However it is not yet known if it will contain any works in addition to those named herein.  Hereunder is a summary of any changes
in status of significant capital projects since the December 2016 monthly report.

WATER PROJECTS
Ennis water mains rehabilitation project phase 2

Work to rectify control issues on the ring main along the N85, approved by IW in addition to the main project which was
substantially completed last autumn, is due to commence shortly and will take approximately 8 No. weeks to complete.

Rockmount WTP

Irish Water has approved funding for the following works in relation to Rockmount WTP:
•
Purchase land and construct a pumping station north of Milltown Malbay.
•
Decommission the existing Rockmount WTP.
•
Construct new 2,000 cubic meter reservoir on the site of the decommissioned WTP.
•
Linkage to existing countywide SCADA, consistent with IW Specifications.
•
Tender documents are currently under review.

WASTEWATER PROJECTS
Clonroadmore wastewater
treatment plant (Ennis) upgrade

The construction stage and the first period of process proving have been completed.
The second 14 days of process proving will commence on resolution of defect issues at Francis St and
Tulla Rd Pumping Stations. These issues are not expected to be rectified until the end of March 2017.

Shannon wastewater treatment The project is approximately 99% complete and behind programme. The civil and mechanical-electrical construcplant upgrade phase 1 – inlet tion elements are completed. The process validation period was completed recently and the 56 day flow & load
works
survey period is due to commence on 13th March. The anticipated completion date is 8th May 2017.
Shannon Town Sewer Network
Survey

Surveys and cleaning of all pump stations has commenced in conjunction with a Flow, Load, Rainfall,  Sampling
contract. Ensen has been awarded this 4 month contract. The sampling element of this contract has been extended
for a further 8 weeks.  This will feed into a Model build and verification. Project completion is Q3 2017.

Kilfenora WWTP upgrade

Design Review Report has been submitted and is under review by IW.

Quin WWTP upgrade

The Design Review Report has been accepted by IW Asset Strategy. A meeting with Clare County Council Planning
Section will be set up to progress the project to the next stage, Detailed Design.

Flow Monitoring Project

Cully Automation has submitted design proposals for each plant. These will be reviewed before approval by Clare
County Council and Irish Water. The project is on schedule to be completed within its projected 6 month timeline.

Rural Water: Clare County Council is awaiting information from the

DHPCLG on when submissions may be made for the 2017 RWP allocation.
To date, no information has been forthcoming from the DHPCLG or the
NFGWS in this regard. Any delay in this process may have implications for
the announcement of the allocation itself.

Although no formal taking in charge process has yet been agreed for group
sewerage schemes, discussions had taken place with IW about 3 schemes
built in recent years on the periphery of Ennis – Ballybeg, Loughville and
Woodview. No further discussions in relation to same took place in February. CCC were previously advised that the process was being trialed in
another County with Clare next if the process is approved.

No further Clare group water schemes have been taken over by IW during
February 2017. The Rural Water team has written to IW requesting that 18
schemes in Clare be considered for takeover in 2017 on a phased approach.
4no. schemes have been forwarded to IW which will be discussed at the
next Service Level Agreement meeting between CCC and IW in March.

Non Domestic Metering: Discussions are continuing with IW on management of future meter reading. Agreement was reached to assign an Assistant Staff Officer on a part time basis to liaise with Irish Water on billing/
metering issues.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
ENVIRONMENT
Waste - Enforcement, Regulation and Management
• The Waste Enforcement Unit continued to carry out Inspections on a
continuing basis throughout February in accordance with the Environmental Inspection Plan (based on RMCEI criteria). Inspections of Certificates of
Registration, Waste Facility Permits and Collection Permit compliances were
included. These inspections included for elements such as the WEEE, tyres
and packaging regulations, etc. as well as ongoing main Waste Management
Act and Litter Acts enforcement.
• Work continued in policing and prosecution of illegal waste activity. CCTV
equipment is in place and is in the process of being re-located to a new
problem site in the county. This equipment will be re-located as circumstances require. The Enforcement team, last month, purchased a further 4
no. mobile cameras for covert surveillance at known litter problem points
and these are already being employed by our wardens.

Pollution Team) and the Oil Spill and HNS Contingency Plan.  A meeting was
held between Environment, SEAPT Management and the Oil Spill Response
Contractor to discuss particulars of the oil pollution exercise in April including the organisational arrangements for the exercise which will be based on
the Incident Command System (ICS) model. The exercise will involve mainly
Environment staff but also will include staff from other sections.
Water Scientific Services and Laboratory
• The contractor for monitoring our lakes for 2017 is Verde who commenced
sampling in February. Lake sampling is carried out by the local authorities
and sent to the EPA labs for analysis under a scheduled programme prescribed by the EPA under the Water Framework Directive Lakes Monitoring
Programme. The WFD Rivers Monitoring Programme for 2017 follows the
same regime with sampling   carried out by Clare County Council environment staff. This programme commenced in January.
• The inspection and audit programme for Section 4 Licences for 2017 is
currently underway.
• Administration staff continued to work on contacting S4 Licence holders for outstanding licence fees. Invoices in relation to 43 Section 4 licence
holders issued on 10th February for audit and monitoring fees in relation to
inspection dates in 2014, 2015, 2016. Total invoiced €20k.  
• Pollution complaints handling continued in February with recording, investigating and reporting with appropriate actions carried out in accordance
with RMCEI criteria.
• Environment continues to provide Scientific  Environmental reports to the  
Planning Authority which adhere to planning deadline requirements.

• Three court cases are pending relating to illegal waste activities in the
county and 11 litter fines were issued in February. Out-of-hours (evening and
weekend) investigations are being planned to counter various illegal activities concerning littering and waste management practices.

Bathing Water Regulations
• A prohibition Notice on Bathing in Kilkee issued on 21 December 2016 on
the instruction of the HSE and in consultation with Irish Water, following the
failure of a storm surge vessel at the Irish Water pump station in Kilkee.  The
Notice remained in place for February.

• To promote compliance with the Presentation of Waste By-Laws, layout
proposals for commercial bin enclosures around Ennis Town have been developed and these plans are advancing with the various stakeholders who
include the Conservation Officer, Municipal District, Councillors, local businesses and other relevant parties. It is intended to carry out similar work
throughout the county as circumstances require and resources permit.

Water Safety
• Clare County Council’s Water Safety Officer,  Clare McGrath  was appointed by Minister Simon Coveney to the 5th Council of Irish Water Safety in
February.   This is a 5 year appointment.

• A technical report was prepared in relation to the three sites proposed to
receive commercial bin enclosures. From this, the largest of the proposed
sites at Friary Car Park will now be developed as a pilot project. Final details
are being examined with a view to having the site in place in time for the
commencement of Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann, 2017.
Education and Awareness
• Tidy Towns clinics commenced this month at Clare County Council HQ.
Groups were invited to have an allocated period of time to get expert guidance from Lorraine Power, Tidy Towns adjudicator and Karen Foley, Environmental Awareness Officer. Over February and March 2017, 18 tidy towns
groups will benefit from these Clinics. There is a strong focus on guiding
groups in the implementation of community initiatives relevant to the ‘Sustainable Waste & Resource Management’ as this is a challenging category
for many groups.  Groups were asked to have a think about their questions
regarding present and planned projects in any of the Tidy Towns categories.
• Green School visits are ongoing and work continued with supporting
community groups around Clare as part of the Clean Coast Programme.
• The Green Coast flag applications with An Taisce were finalised in February.   Bishops Quarter, Seafield and a new application for a Green Coast
Award,  Ballyallia Lake, Ennis were submitted.
Central Waste Management Facility – Community Fund
• Evaluation meetings commenced in relation to applications received for
the final distribution of the Community Fund.  The submission date for additional information is Friday 7th April.  Final recommendations will be made
to the Council after that date.
Oil Pollution Management
• Clare County Council will host an oil pollution training exercise in Spanish
Point planned for April 2017 as required by SEAPT (Shannon Estuary Anti-
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Limerick Clare Energy Agency and Climate Change
• The Agency continues to work towards reducing energy consumption and
promoting initiatives towards achieving national energy efficiency and climate change targets.
Beaches - Capital Projects
• Planning permission for the Lahinch public toilets and amenity facility was
secured in mid February. The detail design phase of the project was concluded shortly afterwards from which the project was issued for tender. Tenders
have since been returned and are currently being assessed by the design
team. The preferred contractor is expected to be appointed shortly with a
view to commencing the works on site as soon as possible.
• Further information was sought from the Planning Department in relation
to the Part 8 application for the Spanish Point site. This will delay securing
planning permission so it has been decided to defer the construction works
until after the bathing season is complete. A response to the further information request is being prepared by the design team and is expected to be
lodged in the next month. Detail design for the site has continued and it is
the intention to tender the project out over the summer months with a view
to completing the construction works before the year’s end.
• Design proposals for the Kilkee public toilets are currently being developed in-house. The intention here is to prepare a part 8 planning application
for lodgement as soon as possible.
• Resolution of technical and safety issues around the diving boards at Newfoundout, Kilkee, is progressing well with discussion ongoing with the board
manufacturers following the issue of the Consultants report.
Legislative compliance, RMCEI enforcement, inspection, prosecution,
management
• On average over 500 inspections, warning notices, enforcement and advisory notices issue in accordance with the requirements of the EPA agreed
Environmental Inspection Plan each month.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
FIRE & BUILDING CONTROL
Fire & Building Control Section (Main Activities)

FEB 2017

2017 TO DATE

2016 Total

Number of Emergency Calls Attended

61

120

851

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated
Number of Disability Access Certificates Received
Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted

7
12
0
4

19
22
0
9

6

10

100
103
9
67
49

Number of Commencement Notices Received
Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints

20
3

49
4

327
25

H&S accreditation for Fire Service
Clare County Fire & Rescue Service retained its OHSAS
18001:2007 international Health & Safety accreditation following a surveillance audit by the NSAI in February 2016.  
Continuing to attain and maintain the accreditation
shows that the Fire Service is proactively managing the
safety of its employees and contractors.
In its assessment, the NSAI noted the consistent application of the management system across all Clare Fire
Stations, the knowledge and skills of all interviewed
during the audit process, the existence of an ‘excellent’
records management system, and the development of
a Detailed Safety Management Programme for 2017.

PUBLIC LIGHTING

Clare County Council has responsibility for the management and maintenance of
more than 13,000 public lights in the county (CCC does not have responsibility for
those pertaining to the Motorway Network).   These lights are maintained under
contract by Airtricity – in general, the contract is working well and in compliance in
that the number of public lights which are out of order at any time doesn’t exceed 2%.   

Public Lighting is the single biggest energy consumption component of the Councils
infrastructure and significant investment is required in this area if the current statutory
target of achieving a carbon footprint reduction of 33% by 2020 is to materialise –
options to facilitate progress in this regard are being examined – both in local and
National contexts.   Over the past number of months, all counties have fed into the
development of a National Inventory of Public Lights which will facilitate forward
planning towards achievement of the 2020 objective.   Over the coming years it is
likely there   will be a significant conversion to LED lighting and the Council has
implemented a number of schemes using this technology on the basis that energy savings will result in them
paying from themselves (with grant support) over a relatively short period of time.   A further application for
funding to facilitate works of this nature has been submitted to TII/SEAI recently to facilitate works in the Kilrush area.
For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults:
•
Internet: Direct reporting on our website – www.airtricitysolutions.com
•
Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions dedicated Call Centre – 1850 372 772
•
Local Authority Identification – via Local Authority’s website or Contact number
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