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HUMAN RESOURCES

Excellence Through People Standard

Clare County Council was audited by the National Stand-
ards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) during May as part of the 
council’s ongoing participation in the Excellence Through 
People Awards. 

Clare County Council is the only Local Authority with this 
award and it is hoped to retain the standard for the com-
ing year.   

Recent recruitment activity

5 new co-op students from the University of Limerick 
have joined the council working in Tourism, Housing, En-
nis Municipal District, Finance and ICT. 

The HR Department will be progressing to ‘short-listing’ 
interviews for the General Operative competition in 
the coming weeks. A Staff Officer competition is also in 
progress at present. 

Staff Welfare and Training

In May the HR Department ran a number of welfare initia-
tives including ‘Safe-talk’, suicide awareness training and 
delivered a talk on ‘Grief and Loss’. 

A total of 410 staff received training in May with 21 spe-
cific courses delivered:

- Milestone 4 training (in relation to a financial package 
upgrade) was attended by 186 participants
- CPC driver training accounted for 50 participants and 78 
attended interview skills training in light of forthcoming 
Public Appointment Services competitions. 
- Other training provided included ‘Location of Under-
ground Services’, ‘Ride-on-Roller’,  ‘Chlorine Handling’ 
and ‘AutoCAD’ training.   
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         FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES 
PROCUREMENT 
The following opportunities were advertised on eTend-
ers during March 2017.

CONTRACT ADVERTISED CLOSING DATE
Engineering Consultancy Services for 
Flood Relief Scheme Miltown Malbay

15 May 2017

Alterations to Bus Wash Facility, Friars Wk 22 May 2017
Hire of Potable Water Tanker 25 May 2017

Meelick Bridge Repair Works 26 May 2017
Supply of Bread Products to CCC 26 May 2017
Repair Works to Carran Church 26 May 2017
Repair Works to O’ Briens Bridge Lahinch 2 June 2017
Supply & Maintenance of School Flashing 
Lights

8 June 2017

Supply of Ice Cream to COM Centre 9 June 2017
Supply & Maintenance of Web Based 
Mapping & Data Capture Solution

9 June 2017

Upgrade works to Ballymulcashel WWTP 15 June 2017
Housing Contractors Framework (re-
advertised)

16 June 2017

Delivery of Social Inclusion & Community 
Activation Programme (PIN Notice)

5 August 2017

CORPORATE SERVICES

Design and Print Service

The in-house printing and 
design service at Áras Con-
tae an Chláir has recently 
re-commenced following the 
recruitment of two new staff, 

Carmel Ryan (Print Room Manager) and Louisa Condon 
(Print Room Attendant).

Tracking System for Motions adopted at Council meetings

A draft of a new IT system for the tracking of actions agreed 
on motions adopted Clare County Council meetings has 
been designed and will undergo testing.  A further update 
on this will be provided when the system has been fully 
tested.

Joint Policing Committee

The adjourned meeting of the Joint Policing Committee 
will be held at 11.30 a.m. on 12th June 2017 in the Council 
Chamber at Áras Contae and Chláir, New Road, Ennis.
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FINANCE 
Quarter 1 - Revenue Account Expenditure & Income by Division with 2017 Adopted Budget.

Commercial Rates Customers Payment 

- The collection percentage year to date for Commercial Rates year to date to May 2017 stands at 29% and is ahead of the 
collection percentage for the same period in 2016.

 -   Expenditure in quarter 1 amounted to €25m which 
was 23% of the annual budget or circa €1.9m less than 
the prorated budget for the period (which amounted 
to €26.9m for the quarter). Income was €24.3m for 
the quarter which was €2.6m less than the prorated 
income budget for the period. Thus there was a deficit 
of €0.7m for the quarter.

 -   The main part of the deficit arose in Road Transport 
and Safety reflecting the usual seasonal pattern that 
applies in roads. 

In the first quarter of the year the main activity is own 
resource spending, with little grant funded spending, 
thus leading to a divergence between spending and 
income in the period. It is expected that this trend will 
reverse in quarters 2 and 3 when the grant funded ac-
tivity will be carried out.

A similar seasonal variance arose in relation to the 
Cliffs of Moher where fixed costs were incurred in Q1 
while the major income flows are expected to arise 
later in the year.

Quarter 1 - Capital  Account Expenditure & Income by Division

The overall expenditure on capital account during the first quarter of 2017 was circa. €8.0m. The main expenditure 
was on Local Authority House acquisitions and in Road Transport and Safety. Income in the period amounted to €7.5m.

         FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES 



EMPLOYMENT & LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE

•   Meadhla’s Fairy World from School Mhuire, Ennistymon won 
the Best Display prize in the intermediate category at the final of 
Student Enterprise Awards in Croke Park. LEO Clare were also rep-
resented in Croke Park by iHolder, Scoil Muire, Ennistymon in the 
Junior Category and Pentables, Scarriff Community College in the 
Senior Category.
•   The Council hosted a stand at the Retail Excellence Retreat 2017 
to promote what Clare has to offer national retailers interested in 
expanding their business.  This also took place in Croke Park on 9th 
and 10th May.  This is one of the most significant events in the Irish 
Retail Industry’s calendar and prompted subsequent visits to Ennis 
by prospective retailers. 
•   SuperValu Food Academy pitches took place on 17th May in the 
Templegate Hotel.   LEO clients Guru Teahouse, D’vine Nutbutters 
and Cary’s Ice-Cream all pitched to the judges.
•   National Enterprise Awards were held in Dublin on 25th May.  
LEO Clare was represented by Core Optimisation, a Digital Market-
ing Agency which specialise in growing online revenue for clients 
from different industries.   
•   LEO was represented at Bank of Ireland Enterprise Town on 
27th May held at St Flannan’s College.  This was an opportunity for 
LEO Clare to promote the various supports available to small micro 
businesses in Clare and training courses.  
•   LEO Clare had three clients appear on RTE’s Dragon’s Den this 
month.  Darren O’Connor of Magic Mayan Chocolate, Tara Lee 
Byrne of Wicked Wholefoods and Evan Talty of Wild Irish Seaweed 
all pitched for investment from the Dragons. Wild Irish Seaweed 
was successful in securing investment of €50,000.  
•   Clare clients Clubify and Chapel Gate Whiskey travelled to 
Rhode Island to attend the official opening of Ireland West Inter-
national Trade Centre.  This is a centre that provides a resource for 
small companies from the West and Northwest of Ireland to test 
new markets and who need an office space in the USA.  They also 
attended World Trade Day which is the one of the biggest interna-
tional trade fairs in the North East USA with over 600 participants 
in attendance. 

LEO Clare Clients given industry awards or shortlisted for awards 
during May:
•   Golf Voyager won the ITB Startup Award in China which recog-
nises companies within the travel industry.
•   Louis Keating of L&M Keating Ltd has been short-listed in the 
industry category of the EY Entrepreneur of the Year 2017.  
•   LEO Clare clients Celtic Fairy Doors and Wicked Wholefoods had 
great success at the Bank of Ireland Start-Up Awards held on 18th 
May at the Mansion House in Dublin.  Celtic Fairy Doors got Sil-
ver in The Home and Craft Start-up and Wicked Wholefoods were 
awarded Bronze in the Best Emerging Start Up category.  

Training Courses during May: 
•   Start Your Own Business Course, Digital Marketing Course and 
Primary Course in Food Safety all held during the month in addi-
tion to a “Be Your Business 

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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PLANNING & ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT

•    97 planning applications were received by Clare 
County Council in May bringing the total number received for 
2017 to 420.  16 pre-planning applications were also received 
during the month of May. 
• Enforcement – 14 complaints were received, 6 warn-
ing letters were issued, 8 Enforcement Notices were served 
and 6 files were closed during the month of May.
• A team from the Shannon Estuary Integrated Frame-
work Plan group representing the agencies participating on 
the group attended the Nor-Shipping 2017 event in Oslo to 
promote Strategic Development Locations on the Shannon 
Estuary. This multi-government agency project aims to firmly 
establish Ireland’s marine sector on an international stage.

 
• The Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural 
and Gaeltacht Affairs confirmed grant approval for the 3 no. 
Structures at Risk Fund 2017 applications submitted by Clare 
County Council and also allocated additional funding under 
the Built Heritage Investment Scheme 2017.  In total, County 
Clare has received funding of €143,500 to grant aid conserva-
tion projects, which are currently underway.
• Public consultation on the Draft Inis Cealtra Visitor 
Management and Sustainable Tourism Development Plan 
concluded on 21st April. In total 18 written submissions were 
received.  It is intended that the final plan will be presented to 
the local community in of July 2017.

TOURISM
May 2017 - Key Activities

•   A Draft Strategic Master Plan & Enhancement Strategy for 
Doolin has been completed. Public consultation process to 
progress during June 2017.
·    Public submissions received on Draft Inis Cealtra Visitor 
Management Sustainable Tourism Development  Plan. Final 
draft of plan to be presented to local community.
·      Newly refurbished service block at Mountshannon toilets 
completed and works being finalised at Dromaan as part of the 
development of the Lough Derg Canoe Trail
·  Ennis Town Paint Scheme 2017 launched and very positively 
received by local community
·      Use of Ennis Market as an event centre further enhanced 
with the Art for All Exhibition and plans to host Bia fest on June 
10th.
·    Courtesy call by Judge Mark Riley from Ennis, Texas to Aras 
Contae an Cháir to explore the potential of a twinning relation-
ship with Ennis, Clare.
·   The Charge d’Affaires of Georgia , George Zurabashbvili vis-
ited Aras Contae an Chlair.
·   Mayor of Ennis represented at function to mark the 30th 
anniversary of the Chinese Mid West Association where Clare’s 
links with Yunnan Province and Shilin Geopark were further ex-
plored.



Minister Humphries visit

Minister Heather Humphries TD (Minister for Arts, Heritage, 
Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs) recently met with the 
Rural Development Forum to acknowledge the work currently 
underway in preparing a Clare Rural Development Strategy.  
 
During her visit the Minister commended the work of the 35 
state and voluntary organisations who are members of the Fo-
rum for their commitment to this Council-led rural development 
initiative. The Minister emphasised the importance of each 
county supporting the implementation of the Government’s 
“Action Plan for Rural Development” and recognised that Clare 
County Council was the first county in the country to resource a 
strategic approach such as being undertaken. 

On the day, the Minister also visited the offices of Clare Bus as 
an example of a rural community transport initiative, a rural 
playground in Feakle which is adjacent to the site for the con-
struction of 10 rural houses by the Social Development Direc-
torate. 

 RURAL DEVELOPMENT
May 2017 Actions:  Monthly Management Report for the June Monthly Meeting of Clare County Council.

Mr Michael Ring T.D., Minister of State for Regional Economic 
Development at the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, 
Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs recently announced details of €11 mil-
lion in funding for Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure as part of 
the Government’s Action Plan for Rural Development. 

The facilities and amenities funded through this scheme will 
create better experiences for visitors to rural areas, enhance 

the tourism offering and support sustainable economic devel-
opment in rural areas. Improved recreational facilities will also 
enhance the quality of life for people who live in, or close to, the 
supported rural areas of Clare.

Recreational tourism is a significant growth area and the natural 
resources available in Clare offer great potential to avail of the 
economic benefits that this type of tourism can offer. Increas-
ing Activity Tourism is a key pillar of the Action Plan for Rural 
Development and recreational pursuits are also proven to im-
prove both physical and mental well-being. The types of facili-
ties which will be funded through this scheme will also serve to 
showcase the stunning scenery and wonderful places that Clare 
has to offer. 

The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme will provide 
funding under 3 separate measures: 
• Measure 1: Small maintenance/promotion of existing 
infrastructure (maximum grant €10,000) 
• Measure 2: Medium scale repair/upgrade and devel-
opment of new small/medium infrastructure (maximum grant 
€100,000) 
• Measure 3: Repair/upgrade and development of larger 
more strategic projects (grant of greater than €100,000 and up 
to €1 million for exceptional projects).
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Minister Humphries at the site of proposed 
housing scheme in Feakle

Minister Humphries pictured with Pat Dowling and 
Cllr. Pat Hayes during a visit to Clare Bus

€11 million Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme for 2017
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Clare’s Pride of Place  
participants confirmed

The Clare Garda Division and the communities of Cooraclare 
and Cree will represent County Clare in the 2017 IPB Pride of 
Place Competition.

Two separate projects have been nominated to participate in 
annual all-island competition, which is run by Co-operation Ire-
land and aims to recognise and celebrate the vital contributions 
that communities make to society.  

Clare will be represented in the competition by An Garda Sío-
chána in Category 6 (Community-based Youth Initiative), and 
Cooraclare and Cree in Category 8 (Communities Reaching Out 
Initiative). 

An Garda Síochána’s “Ennis Underage Disco” initiative was 
nominated for this year’s Pride of Place and has resulted in a 
reduction in assaults, incidents of drunkenness and complaints 

from members of the public.  
The project has involved multi-
agency co-operation as well as 
the involvement of parents and 
the business community.

Cooraclare and Cree were nomi-
nated for this year’s Pride of 
Place. In an era of increasing 
rural isolation, a group of will-
ing volunteers from CLG Cuar an 
Chláir’s Health & Wellbeing Team has reached out to engage 
with locals to ensure inclusion.

This competition offers communities the opportunity to show-
case the positive contribution that local groups make to the 
overall enhancement of their localities. Clare County Coun-
cil looks forward to cooperating with the nominees with their 
preparations ahead of the judging season. 

Work recently commenced on the painting on the external 
facade of Kilrush Town Hall in advance on this years’ Tidy 
Towns competition. Judging will take place in June. This is 
the start of a programme of investment in the building. 

High Speed Broadband  
at Kilrush Town Hall

Meanwhile, a request for tender for the development of the 
Kilrush Business Hub has been issued with a closing date for the 
receipt of same being 23rd June 2017. 

The facility which is to be located on the second floor of the 
Town Hall, Kilrush will comprise of 14 to 16 Hot Desks with ac-
cess to Hi-Speed broadband. 

The desks will be made available on a pre booking basis to small 
enterprises, businesses and individuals for a nominal fee and 
will support a number of working environments such as graphic 
design, sales and marketing and general administration. 

Part of the facility will also comprise of a full audio visual , video 
conferencing and meeting facilities which similar to the hot-
desks will be available for booking.

Other Business Hubs

Two other locations for the development of micro Business hubs 
have been identified being Feakle and Milltown Malbay and the 
development of these facilities is now being progressed.



HOUSING
 
May 2017 was another busy month for the Social Develop-
ment Directorate with a number of meetings held with De-
partment of Housing officials and on Friday May 19th a 
visit by Minister Simon Coveney when he visited a number 
of housing sites around Ennis. Minister Coveney was also 
briefed on Clare’s overall progress in the implementa-
tion of the Government’s Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan.  

In terms of House Acquisitions during the month of May, 34 
proper¬ties were viewed and contracts were signed for the 
purchase of 6 dwellings.  Sales closed in respect of a further 
7 homes.  It is noticeable that while there is still value in the 
market, supply of suitable housing is limited and prices are in-
creasing as each month passes due to higher demand.  Every ef-
fort is being made however to maximise the number of houses 
purchased so as to reduce the number on the Council’s housing 
waiting list and increase our housing stock numbers. 

The Council is also seeking properties to purchase under 
the Buy and Renew Scheme and full details are on our web-
site at www.clarecoco.ie, similarly, we continue to promote 
the Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS) and have received a 
number of enquiries with two such proposals actively be-
ing considered at present. A national communications and 
advertising campaign is now being implemented by the De-
partment of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Gov-
ernment which will further raise the profile of the Scheme 
thereby helping local authorities to identify suitable properties.

The number of presentations at our Homelessness Unit up to 
26th May was 55 with the Hostel at Laurel Lodge fully occu-
pied (13 beds) throughout the month.  The number in emer-
gency accommodation (B&B) as of 26th May was 30 Adults with 
27 Dependents. The Council is continuing to work with agen-
cies to provide accommodation for homeless persons and a 
number of homeless specific acquisitions are near completion.

In terms of Rental and Leasing, there are no. 1131 HAP tenan-
cies in Clare since the introduction of the new H.A.P. (Housing 
Assistance Scheme) on the 29th June 2015.  In the year to date 
2017 there have been 5 no. new RAS tenancies.  In addition 
there has been 1 transfer into RAS and 13 no. voluntary hous-
ing RAS tenancies.  In 2017 the Council has entered agreements 
for 8 short term leases, 5 long term leases and 14 leases with 
Approved Housing Bodies.  To date there are 111 active short 
term leases, 89 active long term leases and 77 voluntary leases 
with Approved Housing Bodies.  The average vacancy period is 
calculated at 116 days or just less than 17 weeks (slightly down 
from last month’s figure of 119 days).  While the average vacan
cy period is reasonable, given the nature and extent of refur-
bishment works that may be involved on vacant properties, we 

are continuously examining ways to reduce the average vacancy 
period even further. The roll-out of the Council’s planned main-
tenance programme will reduce this void time significantly.

The Refurbishment and Maintenance works being carried out 
are as follows:
• No. of voids/casual vacancies at 1st May , 2017: 20 (this 
figure does not include properties which have become vacant af-
ter 1st May nor does it include acquisitions and long-term voids). 
• Period vacant (average time vacant): 116 days 
• No. of voids/vacant houses returned to stock 
after refurbishment during April, 2017:  9 returned 
to stock during month of April, 2017, with 26 hous-
es undergoing refurbishment works during the month.
• No. of Maintenance calls in May, 2017:   251 calls 
logged on iHouse during month of May, 2017.

Energy Efficiency Upgrades to Clare County Council Social 
Housing Stock

The total number of units in the Council’s housing stock is 
2,400. The Council has completed the upgrade of the so-
called Phase 1 social housing stock, which relate to houses 
of cavity wall construction.  In this Phase, the energy ef-
ficiency upgrade has involved the upgrade of 2,245 prop-
erties with pumping of bead insulation in the cavities, 
installation of attic insulation, pipe work insulation and associ-
ated works, which was funded by the Department of Housing.  

The Council has commenced the energy efficiency upgrade works to 
Phase 2 properties, which are of solid or hollow block construction.  

To date, 10 No. Phase 2 type properties have been upgraded with 
externally applied wall insulation, roof/attic insulation, upgrade 
of windows and external doors and associated works.  These 
works have been completed through the Dept. of Housing funded 
programme to return casual vacant stock and voids back to pro-
ductive use.  Approximately 110 no. Phase 2 properties need to 
be upgraded, and these are located in the Ennis and Kilrush areas.  

The Council will be progressing works to these properties in 
2017 and 2018.  Funding has been obtained to fund 35% of 
the cost to 20 of the Phase 2 properties, through the SEAI Bet-
ter Energy Communities scheme in 2017 (see next page for 
details), with the remaining funds coming from the Depart-
ment of Housing and Clare County Council’s own resources.

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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(Housing, Sport & Amenities and Cultural Services)



HOUSING
 

SEAI Better Energy Communities scheme 2017

Clare County Council has been successful with two ap-
plications under the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ire-
land (SEAI) Better Energy Community scheme in 2017.  
There is significant demand nationally from various or-
ganisations – both public and private – to participate in 
the scheme, with a very competitive application process. 

The funding achieved through the scheme is very signifi-
cant and is of the order of €600,000 and will greatly assist in 
improving the standard and energy efficiency of the Coun-
cil’s social housing stock.  The most significant benefit that 
will accrue will be that our tenants will have reduced energy 
costs into the future once the upgrade works have been com-
pleted.  The works under this scheme will be completed in Oc-
tober 2017.  The following is an outline of the two schemes.

RealValue Scheme – Upgrade of Fixed Electrical 
Heaters and Hot Water Cylinders

• RealValue is a €15.5m energy storage project 
funded by Horizon 2020, the largest Research and Innova-
tion programme in Europe (€12 million EC funding). Re-
alValue commenced in June 2015 and involves install-
ing thousands of Smart Electric Thermal Storage Systems 
(SETS) into 1,250 homes across Ireland, Germany and Latvia.

• This involves the upgrade of electric heating and 
hot water cylinders in 80 houses/apartments in Co. Clare.

• Proposed heaters are 22% more efficient when 
compared to older installed models and so, as well as be-
ing more energy efficient, they are cheaper to run for our 
tenants and this will also help to combat fuel poverty.

• The overall value of the works is €520,000, with over 
80% of the cost being contributed by SEAI and the RealValue 
project sponsors (SSE Airtricity, Glen Dimplex and others).  

Upgrade of Phase 2 Units
• Upgrade of 20 no. Phase 2 dwellings in Ennis – in-
cluding external wall insulation, roof and attic insula-
tion, replacement windows/doors and associated works. 

• Funding provided is 35% of the cost, which will be of 
the order of €28,000 per unit, with the remaining 65% being 
funded by the Dept. of Housing and the Council’s own resources.

Capital Construction

We continue to review all development potential in the Coun-
ty particularly in the high demand areas in order to meet the 
significant demand that exists.  The Members will be aware of 
the various Capital projects proposed in Feakle, Clonlara and 
Quilty and we are currently looking at ways of improving the 
programme in respect to the delivery of those units.  

In early May, we received Stage 1 approval for 8 no. units in 
Roselevan, Ennis.  A more detailed brief is now being prepared 
for this Scheme with a view to tendering for a design team for 
the project in June 2017.  On the 16th May at the Shannon Mu-
nicipal District meeting, the NDFA presented a proposal for 50+ 
units in Shannon under a design build, finance and maintain 
bundle. It is anticipated that this scheme will be lodged for Part 
VIII planning in Q3 of 2017.

Grants

The 2017 Allocation Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes For 
Older People and People with a Disability is €2,072,838 of which 
€414,568 will be provided from Clare County Council’s revenue 
resources.  Currently, a review of all applications on our waiting 
list for approvals is taking place with those applications that on 
our waiting list for over 18 months being finalised for approvals 
over the coming weeks. Total Approvals issued in 2017 to the 
end of May for works to proceed and await completion of works 
are as follows:

Clare County Council has been proceeding with approvals prior 
to formal notification of our 2017 budget and so far this year we 
have spent half our annual allocation which unfortunately will 
result in waiting times for applicants.  

Applicant priority is assessed on medical, compassionate and 
waiting time criteria. Letters of referral and support from HSE 
medical professionals is required for applications to receive im-
mediate funding. 

Clare County Council is currently reviewing all application on 
the waiting list under the three grant schemes and prioritising 
them for approval based on the above criteria.

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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Housing Adaptation Grant  for People 
with a Disability

23 €378,088

Housing Aid for Older People 81 €379,625
Mobility Aids Grant 42 €179,152
Total Approvals issued to 30th May  2017 146 €936,865



SPORT & RECREATIONAL
Active Ennis Sports and Amenity Park, Lees Rd has been renamed in hon-
our of the co-founder of Clare Community Games and one of Clare’s best 
known community activists, the late John O’Sullivan and at a ceremony on 
May 19th, attended by Elected Members, community representatives and 
members of the extended O’Sullivan family. John his wife Cecilia O’Sullivan 
unveiled a plaque in the company of Cllr. Ann Norton, Mayor of Ennis, and 
Cllr. Bill Chambers, Cathaoirleach of Clare County Council.  

Active Ennis Tim Smythe Park once again hosted the annual Polska Éire Fes-
tival on 28th May.  This festival, in its 3rd year, is a nationwide celebration 

of Irish-Polish friendship and culture. It was established to coincide with the UEFA Republic of Ireland vs. Poland qualifier in 2015. More than 100 
events all around Ireland, including sport, literature, music and are due to be held.  This year, staff from Active Ennis Leisure Complex had a stand 
at the festival promoting water safety and giving lifesaving demonstrations.  

Active Ennis have submitted 2 applications in the Chambers Ireland ‘Excellence of Local Government Awards 2017.’  The ‘One Tree Per Child’ Project 
in Active Kilrush was submitted under the ‘Supporting Active Communities ‘Category and ‘Disability Provisions at Active Ennis Leisure Complex’ was 
submitted under the ‘Disability Services’ Category.  Active Ennis/Kilrush applications are two of four altogether submitted by Clare County Council 
for these Awards.   Award winners will be announced in November 2017 at the ELG Award Gala Dinner.

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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CULTURAL SERVICES 

Clare County Library

•         On May 29th Mr. Damien English, T.D. Minister for Housing 
and Urban Renewal launched Libraries Ireland: make every library 
your local library service.  The new service provides access for Clare 
library members to over 15 million items in 333 library branches. 
The service allows library members to request books and have them 
delivered quickly to their local branches. The service also provides 
free access to library members to a huge range of online resources, 
e-books, e-audiobooks, e-newspapers, e-magazines, e-courses and 
e-languages. Services are available free of charge and are provided 
by the local authorities through public libraries.
•         Children celebrated Africa Day in deValera Library, Ennis, on 
25th May. Children from Scoil Chriost Rí, Cloughleigh, dressed in tra-
ditional African clothes, enjoyed games as well as African folktales 
and stories. 
•         A series of graphic novel workshops was advertised with 
classes set to begin in Shannon Library on 17th June. This Creative 
Ireland initiative will see teenagers progress through 7 workshop 
sessions.
•         Clare County Library participated in the Bealtaine Festival 
(celebration of older age) with a varied and widespread programme 
of events throughout the month of May. Events included talks, craft 
displays, workshops and movie screenings.   
•        The May library book club on Clare FM’s Morning Focus dis-
cussed a title chosen especially for the Bealtaine festival.  In En-
nistymon, Geopark Geologist Eamon Doyle delivered a talk entitled 
There’s Life in the Old Rocks of Clare and provided fascinating in-
sights into the variety of fossils found in the rocks of County Clare 
and the interesting stories they tell.
•         The Library continues to team up with Friends Ireland, a group 
that provides volunteers to teach basic computer/laptop/tablet/
mobile phone classes on an ongoing basis. The classes are free and 
run in four week slots. These classes are currently running in Ennis 
and Shannon libraries.  
•        The launch of the Local Authority Culture & Creativity Plans 
for Creative Ireland took place in Dublin Castle on 25th May and was 
attended by Helen Walsh, County Co-ordinator of Creative Ireland 
and two members of the Cultural team. The county plans provide 
a snapshot of cultural activities to end of year in the county with a 
total of 65 arts/heritage groups gaining some grant aid in support of 
the Cultural programme for the county. 

•        Clare Library showcased our services at the Bank of Ireland 
Enterprise event at St Flannan’s College on 27th May.

Clare Arts Office

•      May 2017 began with the opening of the Embrace Arts Exhibition 
and Performance in glór. Almost 200 people with disabilities exhibited 
their works, whilst another 100 performed on the stage to a full house. 
•        The Riches of Clare lunchtime concerts began during the Fleadh 
Nua and enjoyed packed houses all week.
•      The Bealtaine programme of the Arts Office was very well received. 
Highlights included the afternoon tea dance in glór, an exhibition of 
portraits of nursing home residents by Rachel McManus and a talk and 
workshop with contemporary dancer, Mary Nunan.
•    Our traditional singers in residence completed their work in schools 
and continued their weekly performances in the Clare Museum. 4 art-
ists continued their work in primary schools and programmes in Raheen 
Day Care Centre & St. Joseph’s Hospital continued.
•         Exhibitions were held in Scariff library and Cultúrlann Sweeney, 
Kilkee, which also held a theatre performance.

Clare Museum 

•        Education Workshops during the month included arts, crafts and 
storytelling in relation to the Celtic Festival of Bealtaine, with work-
shops on Early Christian Ireland and Traditional Singing provided for 
primary schools.  A total of 336 pupils from 9 schools visited. 
•        Further advances were made in preparation for the application 
for Full Accreditation under the Museum Standards Programme for Ire-
land: a Disaster Plan and a Care of Collection Strategy have been up-
dated and finalised for presentation to the SPC in June.   
•        The museum loaned text panels from its 2006 exhibition on 
Brendan O’Regan to Shannon Airport for the summer following the un-
veiling of a bust of Brendan O’Regan in the terminal.
•        A rare autograph book containing the signatures of many of 
the key figures from Ireland’s revolutionary period including Michael 
Collins, Arthur Griffith and Countess Markievicz has been donated 
to Clare Museum. The autograph book was once owned by an Ennis 
woman who campaigned during the 1917 East Clare by-election that 
spawned the political career of 1916 Rising activist and future Taoiseach 
and President, Eamon de Valera. It is intended to display the autograph 
book in time for the centenary of the by-election in July 2017.
•        Clare Museum participates in the Polska Eire festival this year with 
the showing of a documentary on a little known Polish man who helped 
to provide relief in Ireland during the Great Famine. Screenings take 
place from Friday 26th May for the duration of the Polska Eire Festival.



ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

Implementation of the 2016 Roadworks Programme, including the 
elements which had to be carried over to early 2017 (with one 
exception), have been completed and the allocations to facilitate 
same were also carried over to 2017.   The one exception relates 
to overlay work which had been scheduled for 2016 for Bealaha 
on the N67, but couldn’t proceed because watermain rehabilita-
tion works which had been planned by Irish Water didn’t go ahead 
– agreement has now been reached with Irish Water to the effect 
that when the Watermain Rehabilitation Works proceed later this 
year, the overlay works will also proceed as a sub-contract of the 
watermain project.

With regard to the 2017 Roadworks Programme the following are 
the overall allocations confirmed from the three funding sources 
which facilitate the overall budget provision:
• €923,000 from the TII in respect of National routes in-
cluding Traffic Route Lighting which had been excluded from the 

original allocation.  Details of the annual overlay programme have 
yet to be confirmed.
• €14,803,865 from the DTTAS in respect of Non-National 
routes – an increase of 13.8% when compared with the 2016 al-
location of €13,041,587.   
• €2,839,359 from the Council’s Own Resources – an in-
crease of 0.77% when compared with the 2016 allocation. 
• The foregoing adds up to a total fund of €18,566,224.
The Roadworks Programme for 2017 was prepared in February 
and has since been approved by all four MD’s.    Implementation 
of the various programmes is ongoing including some scheduled 
Restoration Improvement works which are facilitated by the larg-
est of the core grants.    Advantage has been taken of the fine peri-
ods of weather during May to facilitate the very weather depend-
ent surface dressing programme which is now approximately 60% 
completed across the county.     The Part VIII process pertaining to 
the Latoon Bridge remediation project is ongoing.

Expressions of interest were invited in May in relation to this year’s 
Community Involvement Scheme – the closing date for receipt of 
applications is June 9th.

At present, a supplementary programme of works to the value of 
€400,000 is being prepared to facilitate restoration of Local Sec-
ondary and Local Tertiary roads in all 4 MD’s – to be finalised later 
this month.    A further €100,000 is to be allocated to Local Im-
provement Schemes – the invitation of expressions of interest will 
be published shortly.

 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

CAPITAL PROJECTS

• Killaloe By-Pass – The protracted Judicial Review and sub-
sequent appeals concluded in November, 2016 with confir-
mation of final approval for the project.     Notices to Treat 
were served and the submissions received in response to 
same have been examined.    Liaison is taking place with 
some property owners.    An allocation of €500,000 is in-
cluded in the 2017 Schedule of Road Grants to facilitate this.  
• Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – As Coun-
cillors are aware, the formal Development Plan variation per-
taining to the Clare section of the project was passed in July, 
2015.   Limerick City and County Council didn’t do likewise 
at the time but, following the evolution of a further formal 
variation process over the past number of months, LCCC has 
now passed the variation pertaining to the Limerick element 
of the project – at its meeting held on May 29th last.    The 
momentum of the Preliminary Design of the project will now 
resume to pre-July, 2015 levels immediately.
• Doolin Pier and Village Masterplan – The Doolin Pier con-
struction project was completed in June 2015 and the level 
of activity in terms of ferry operations has increased sig-
nificantly over the past 2 tourist seasons as a result of the 
additional flexibility and opportunity afforded by the devel-
opment.  Consultants have recently completing a draft mas-
terplan which will shortly be the subject of a Public Consul-
tation open event in Doolin,    Before the end of this year, it 
is expected that the Council will be in a position to submit 
formal planning proposals in relation to the development of 
a new accommodation building, parking and other ancillary 
facilities and the development of traffic management and 
car and coach parking facilities in the vicinity of Fisher St. 

• Blakes Corner – During the second half of 2016, separate 
determinations from TII and An Bord Pleannala confirmed 
that a 2 stage approach to approval to the project would not 
be acceptable and that the appropriate Planning Process to 
deal with it would be the Part VIII procedure.    The steering 
group is presently considering options based on the current 
position as outlined above and liaison is continuing with TII.
• N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme - Preliminary Design 
work is reaching a conclusion and Ennis MD Councillors have 
been briefed regarding the preferred route proposal.   Con-
sultation with effected property owners is ongoing and feed-
back received from them is receiving consideration.
• Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – The project has been 
approved by the OPW.    Tenders have been submitted and 
are being examined by the project consultants.
• Cappahard Roundabout and Drainage Works, Ennis -  The 
contract is substantially completed and the new roundabout 
is fully operational.
• West Clare Railway Greenway – Construction work is com-
pleted on the 3.5km section from Ennis Town Centre to Lees 
Road Sports and Amenity Park.    Property owners have been 
written to and the IFA has been consulted so that initial sur-
vey work can be carried out along the entire route which 
ultimately is likely to link Ennis with Milltown Malbay (via 
Lahinch) – this survey work will commence shortly.   This will 
be followed by the preparation of a briefing document to fa-
cilitate liaison with the Department of Transport regarding a 
strategic approach to be adapted in relation to the develop-
ment of the overall project – almost 50km of cycleway along 
the route of the West Clare Railway (in so far as is feasible).
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STORM DAMAGE (Jan/Feb 2014)

• Cumulative expenditure to date is in excess of €15 million.  
• The sum remaining to be spent in relation to the coastal damage repair programme is €4 million.   The programme pertaining to 
same should be substantially completed by the end of 2017 pending successful passage through outstanding approvals process.     The 
main outstanding  project in this context will involve extension of the already completed Promenade revetment project in a Southerly 
direction at the back of Lahinch village.
• Separately, the strategy pertaining to coastal strengthening proposals is ongoing – as per details set out in the above table.   The 
cost of Feasibility Studies and other ancillary outlay is being separately funded by the Office of Public Works and is not part of the sums 
referred to under the previous 2 bullet points.

The following table sets out the current position in relation to Strengthening and significant Remediation projects:

PROJECT CURRENT SITUATION
Cloughaninchy A further amended proposal (third proposal) has been submitted to the OPW for approval follow-

ing consultation with the local community - the proposal has a positive Benefit Cost Ratio (BCR) 
New Quay/Aughinish Draft Feasibility Study submitted by consultants – the BCR is poor and so it is unlikely that the 

recommendations there will attract funding
Doolin Feasibility Study nearing completion

Liscannor Bay: Clehane, Adjacent 
to Pitch & Putt, Liscannor

Feasibiliity Study completed and submitted to the OPW – having been amended to reflect re-
sponses to queries raised by the Council – response currently awaited from the OPW.

Lahinch Central (Prom Area) Contract substantially completed
Lahinch South Consultants design work ongoing.   The formal planning process (Part VIII) concluded in May.    

The ancillary Foreshore Licence Application process is ongoing.   It is envisaged that this coastal 
strengthening project will proceed after the 2017 tourist season.

Whitestrand (Milltown Malbay), 
Spanish Point, Quilty

Feasibility Study completed and submitted to the OPW – response awaited.

Ross Bay Strengthening requirements – application to appoint consultant to carry out Feasibiliry Study still 
under consideration by the OPW.

Kilbaha Feasibility Study draft completed – being discussed with Consultants to facilitate final draft prepa-
ration in advance of submission to the OPW.

Atlantic Coastline/IFA Contract works completed in both Farrihy and Doonmore.  Significant environmental sensitivities 
elsewhere which may result in works curtailment – liaison ongoing at present with NPWS in rela-
tion to Lough Donnell.

Estuary Coastline/IFA Design work ongoing in relation to multiple locations.   Contract works well advanced at 6 loca-
tions.   Additional works will be tendered shortly and further works packages are being prepared.

 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

WINTER 2015/16 – flooding impact:

Arising from the extreme flood events of the 2015/16 Winter pe-
riod, the Council has been pursuing feasible solutions in a number 
of areas with a view to minimisation of risk in the event that situa-
tions of a similar nature occur again.    Among the locations under 
consideration are Springfield, Milltown Malbay, Ballyvaughan and 
Murtyclough (near New Quay) – the up to date position in relation 
to each is as follows:                                              
• • Springfield, Clonlara:   Following on from provi-
sion of additional information by the Council and submission of an 
ancillary appeal, the OPW has carried out a review of its original 
findings.   The draft outcome of this review is encouraging in that 
it identifies a potential positive BCR solution which envisages the 
construction of an embankment with a 1/1000 year level of protec-
tion between the vulnerable residential area of Springfield and the 
Shannon River Channel.  The Council continues to liaise with the 
OPW with a view to development of an implementation strategy in 
relation to this proposal.
• Milltown Malbay:   A hydrological assessment of the 
Northern part of the town, centred around Church Street has been 
completed and proposes a solution which would involve upgrading 

of existing culvert and drainage infrastructure as well as extension 
of the down-gradiant open channel system to facilitate efficient 
disposal of surface water to the Cleadagh River.   A consultant has 
been selected to facilitate preparation of a formal planning applica-
tion, to be followed by application to the OPW for funding to imple-
ment the proposed solution.
• Ballyvaughan: A hydrological assessment in relation to 
the problems experienced in Ballyvaughan has been completed.   
The proposed solution would involve capacity adjustment of the 
existing channel and outfall facilitating drainage of the catchment 
which heretofore hasn’t been able to cope in extreme flooding situ-
ations.    The BCR is marginally positive and the next step is to ap-
point a consultant to facilitate pursuit of planning approval, funding 
and implementation.
• Murtyclough:  The N67 was closed to traffic for 6 weeks 
in late 2015/early 2016 and the recommended solution, following 
a hydrological assessment, involves the provision of a pumping sta-
tion to dispose of surplus flood water to Galway Bay.   There are 
significant environmental designations and sensitivities in the area.   
The project consultant is to prepare a formal planning application 
following which funding to facilitate implementation will be pur-
sued.

   11



 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
WATER SERVICES

Water Services reform and other issues:
 
•   There is now an anticipated timescale of July 2017 for the completion of 
the detailed design of WIOF (Water Industry Operating Framework) which 
will determine how the national water utility will operate in the future.
•   Clare County Council and Trade Union representatives are progressing 
the  internal restructuring of  water services delivery operations in Clare.
•   Clare County Council have also been included in the 2nd wave of a na-
tional “find and fix” leak detection programme which will create 5 addition-
al posts for a 2 year period. It is anticipated this programme will commence 
in September 2017.
•   Other transformation projects – including regional capital offices, nation-
al laboratory strategy, and planned maintenance – are being progressed 
but there have been no major developments on them either during May. 
It is anticipated that the Regional Capital office for Clare will be based in 
Limerick. 

Water & Wastewater operational – key points
The most significant individual operational items during the month were:

Water 
•   There were a number of breaks on the Old Doolough to Miltown water-
main at the start of the month. A section of this watermain is included in a 
current replacement programme.
•   The Clare Disinfection Project which is being carried out at the larger 
Water Treatment Plants in the County for Irish Water is progressing well.
•   As a result of the prolonged dry weather conditions, water is been tank-
ered from the Ennis network to supply Carran water treatment plant.
•   There have also been some supply issues in Killaloe as a result of the 
dry weather. New pumps have been installed and additional resources de-
ployed to repair leaks to help alleviate the situation.

Wastewater 
•   The  Pumping station in Kilkee is now back in commission. Commission-
ing and instrumentation works are still ongoing and a back- up generator 
is being procured by Irish Water.  A ‘Do Not Swim’ precautionary notice 
issued in December 2016 was removed on the 17th May and the Victoria 
stream has been diverted for the bathing season into the pumping station.
 •   The EPA has continued their inspections  at a number of waste water 
treatment plants during the month (Doonbeg and Clonroad more) and we 
are awaiting their reports. 

WATER SERVICES (Capital projects): Irish Water (IW) has received tenders from consultant engineers for projects in the 2017-2021 Capital 
Investment Programme (CIP). The initial tender evaluation has been completed and the final phase of the evaluation, which is conducted by  IW, is awaited.

The 2017-2021 CIP currently incorporates three agglomerations in Clare (Shannon, Enistymon & Newmarket on Fergus) as well as continuation of waste-
water treatment upgrades at Quin and Kilfenora. Lahinch WWTP is now also being considered for improvement works.   Untreated agglomerations (UTAS) 
are Major Capital Projects in addition to the CIP 2017-2021. This involves 5 Clare towns/villages (Ballyvaughan, Clarecastle, Kilkee, Kilrush & Liscannor) with 
less than adequate wastewater treatment facilities.  Below is a summary of changes in status of significant capital projects since the May monthly report.

WATER PROJECTS
Ennis water mains rehabilita-
tion project phase 2

Work to rectify control issues on the ring main along the N85 has commenced. The ring main has been put into opera-
tion early April and full control on the main will be completed by July.

Rockmount WTP Irish Water has approved funding for the following works in relation to Rockmount WTP:
• Purchase land and construct a pumping station north of Milltown Malbay.
• Decommission the existing Rockmount WTP.
• Construct new 2,000 cubic meter reservoir on the site of the decommissioned WTP. 
• Linkage to existing countywide SCADA, consistent with IW Specifications.
• Tender documents are currently under review.

The land has now been purchased and the pumping station is due to be completed in the next 4 weeks.

WASTEWATER PROJECTS
Clonroadmore wastewater 
treatment plant (Ennis) upgrade

The construction stage and the first period of process proving have been completed. Screening operational issues 
at Francis St & Tulla Rd Pumping Stations are not expected to be rectified until the end of July 2017.

Shannon wastewater treatment 
plant upgrade phase1.Inlet works

The construction stage and the commissioning phase have been completed. The 56 day flow & load survey has 
commenced and will be completed in July. The commissioning certificate has been issued.

Shannon Town Sewer Network 
Survey 

Foul Sewer survey has been completed and the results are being analysised. Sampling of the network is continuing. 
Ensen has been awarded this 4 month contract.  This will feed into a Model build and verification. Project comple-
tion is Q3 2017. 

Kilfenora WWTP upgrade Design Review Report has been submitted and is under review by IW.

Quin WWTP upgrade The Design Review Report has been accepted by IW Asset Strategy. A planning review meeting was held recently 
with Clare County Council Planning Section.

Flow Monitoring Project The design review has been completed by Clare County Council project staff and IW discussions are ongoing with 
the contractor in relation to the responses.

Rural Water: 

•   Clare County Council has submitted its application to the DHPCLG for 
the 2017 RWP allocation. 3 schemes have been placed on the Remedial 
Action List – Bodyke Combined, Ranaghan and Kilnaboy. It is hoped to 
receive the allocations in early June.

•   Irish Water carried out an inspection of 1no GWS in May with the view 
to taking over of same. Another 2 schemes have been submitted to IW 
which it is hoped will be inspected in the coming weeks.

•   No further discussions in relation to Group Sewerage Schemes took 
place in May 2017. Although the process was due to be trialed in another 
county in early 2017, we have to date received no report as towards the 
progress on this.

•    2 new bored well applications were received and inspected in May.

Non Domestic Metering:  
Discussions are continuing with IW on management of future meter read-
ing. An Assistant Staff Officer,on a part time basis, has now been appoint-
ed to liaise with Irish Water on billing/metering issues.
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PUBLIC LIGHTING
Clare County Council has responsibility for the management and main-
tenance of more than 13,000 public lights in the county (CCC does not 
have responsibility for those pertaining to the Motorway Network).  These 
lights are maintained under contract by Airtricity – in general, the con-
tract is working well and in compliance in that the number of public lights 
which are out of order at any time doesn’t exceed 2%.   

Public Lighting is the single biggest energy consumption component of the 
Councils infrastructure and significant investment is required in this area 
if the current statutory target of achieving a carbon footprint reduction of 
33% (based on 2009 levels) by 2020 is to materialise – options to facilitate 
progress in this regard are being examined – in local / National contexts.  
To date, almost half of the target reduction has been achieved and so the 
challenge ahead in this regard is considerable.  The fact that the National 
Invertory of Public Lights has been updated is key to achievement of the 
objective. The National Public Lighting steering group is of the view that 
an investment of €250-€300 million is required (Nationally) to provide the 
necessary upgrade to the infrastructure over the next 3.5 years     

For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options available to 
facilitate reporting of public lighting faults: 
• Internet: Direct reporting on our website – www.airtricitysolutions.com 
• Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions dedicated Call Centre – 1850 372 772 
• Local Authority Identification – via Local Authority’s website or Contact 
number.

Fire & Building Control Section (Main Activities) MARCH 2017 2017 TO DATE 2016 
Total

Number of Emergency Calls Attended 74 357 851
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received 9 42 100
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted 9 37 103
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated 1 3 9
Number of Disability Access Certificates Received 5 25 67
Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted 9 26 49
Number of Commencement Notices Received 31 153 327
Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints 1 6 25

 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
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FIRE & BUILDING CONTROL

Long Service Medals for Volunteers
Two Clare Civil Defence volunteers with 80 years of combined 
service have been presented with Long Service Medals at a na-
tional awards ceremony for the Civil Defence organisation held 
in Croke Park.   

Seamus Hughes and Martin Kelly were presented with 50-Year and 
30-Year Medals respectively by Mr. Paul Kehoe, Minister of State 
at the Departments of An Taoiseach and Defence with Special 
Responsibility for Defence.  Clare Civil Defence volunteers Danny 
O’Connor and Orlaith Lyons, representing their Clare colleagues, 
were each presented with 1916 commemorative medals.  Each 
Civil Defence member who was active in 2016 will receive a 1916 
medal in a ceremony to be organised in the near future.



ENVIRONMENT

Beaches - Capital Projects

Building and site surveys are now complete for the planned remedi-
ation works for Kilkee’s public toilets serving beach users. Remedia-
tion proposals are now being developed in house with the intention 
of lodging a Part 8 planning application by the end of the year.

The further information request for the Spanish Point public toilet 
and amenity site is now due for lodgement with the Planning Sec-
tion. Works are progressing on the tender package and this will be 
ready for issue to tenderers on completion of the planning process. 
The construction works are expected to be completed by the end 
of the year.

Tender assessment is now concluding in relation to the proposed 
toilet and amenity block at Lahinch. Further post tender discussions 
have taken place with the Design Team and the preferred tenderer 
and these are expected to be concluded shortly.  

The diving platforms in Kilkee were reinstated as programmed 
ahead of the June Bank Holiday weekend with the site now fully 
available for use by members of the public. Additional safety fea-
tures provided at the site include the installation of a tidal gauge 
along with additional safety signage.

Blue Flag Beaches Awards Ceremony 

9 Blue Flag beach awards were received in Clare for beaches at 
Fanore, Lahinch, Whitestrand Miltown Malbay, Spanish Point, Whit-
estrand Doonbeg, Kilkee, Cappa, Ballycuggeran and  Mountshan-
non.

Irish Green Coast Awards 

3 Irish Green Coast awards have been received this year -  Seafield 
Quilty and Bishops Quarter, near Ballyvaughan, and a new venue 
of Ballyallia Lake, Ennis. This is the first inland waterbody to ever 
receive a Green Coast Flag from An Taisce

Education and Awareness Sessions for primary schools commenced 
at all blue flag beaches in May.

Education and Awareness

An application for LEADER funding was made for Green Festival Am-
bassador and Leader Training in co. Clare. The application made by 
Clare Tourism is supported by the Environment Section. An applica-
tion for funding of €5,000 was made to the EPA Local Authority Pre-
vention Network to support Green Festival Ambassador and Leader 
Training.

The Local Agenda 21 Environmental Partnership fund was opened 
for application. A 15% increase was made by the Department of 
Communications, Climate Action & Environment. Clare County 
Council matches all funding made by the department. 

Twenty Seven Clare schools received green flags at the An Taisce 
Green Schools Award Ceremony which took place at the Galway Bay 
Hotel on the 4th May 2017

Eleven applications were received from the community and volun-
tary groups sector across Co. Clare for Waste Prevention project 
funding. Funding was approved for all applicants. Examples of types 
of projects receiving funding are upcycling workshops, furniture and 
bike restoration projects as well as a reusable cup project with busi-
nesses in Ennistymon. Many of these projects will be showcased 
during National October Reuse Month 2017.  

The public consultation on the draft River Basin Management Plan 
concluded this month. Public consultations took place at Kilrush, 
Shannon, Scariff, Ennistymon and locations. This public consulta-
tion was undertaken by Ruairí Ó Conchúir, Community Water Of-
ficer with the Local Authority Water Community Office (LAWCO)  
and supported by the Environment Section, Clare County council. 
All public consultation sessions were well attended by Environment 
Section staff. 

Green Dog Walkers

Councillor Mary Howard teamed up with Edelle Costello from Envi-
ronment Section on Saturday 6th May, to promote the Green Dog 
Walkers initiative in O’Connell Square, Ennis.   Green Dog Walkers 
encourages dog owners to clean up after their animals and is a non-
confrontational, friendly way to change dog owner behavior in re-
lation to dog litter. Volunteers lead by example and wear a Green 
Dog Walkers hi-vis vest with “leave only pawprints” on the back. 
By wearing the vest, dog owners are showing they have ‘taken the 
pledge’ to always clean up after their dog, carry extra dog waste 
bags, be happy to be approached to ‘lend’ a dog waste bag to those 
without, and be a friendly reminder to other dog walkers to clean 
up after their dogs.

The majority of people walking dogs in public spaces are consci-
entious about picking up dog litter, and can help get the message 
out to others by leading by example. To date, over 400 people have 
pledged to be Green Dog Walkers.  

Sminky Shorts
In 2016 Environment section teamed up with the creators of the 
internet sensation Sminky Shorts. The 80-second animated short 
highlights the responsibility of dog owners to clean up after their 
dog and features two cartoon pug dogs humourously conversing at 
the Cliffs of Moher and may be viewed on facebook and twitter.   

Throughout May a 20 second version of the  Sminky Shorts anima-
tion was shown before every film screened at the Ennis Multiplex 
cinema in Parnell Street, Ennis. 

 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
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ENVIRONMENT

Water Scientific Services and Laboratory

A prohibition Notice on Bathing in Kilkee, which was in place since 
December 2016 was lifted during May following completion of re-
pair and upgrade works by Irish Water, at Kilkee Wastewater Pump-
ing Station.

During the month, 12 staff from four teams carried out a one day 
catchment investigative assessment on the Cloverhill Stream.    
This involved taking water chemistry and flow measurements at 
a number of locations on the tributary streams and carrying out 
small stream risk score assessments at the same locations.   A final 
report on the assessment will be issued and forwarded to the EPA 
before the end of June 2017.

Waste - Enforcement, Regulation and Management 

Environment Department, Waste Enforcement section continues 
to carry out Inspections throughout May in accordance with the 
Environmental Inspection Plan (based on RMCEI criteria).

Inspections of Certificates of Registration, Waste Facility Permits 
and Collection Permit compliances were included. These inspec-
tions incorporated elements such as the Food Waste, WEEE, tyres, 
presentation of waste and packaging regulations, etc. as well as 
regular ongoing enforcement activity concerned with the Waste 
Management Act and Litter Acts. Assessments of incoming applica-
tions for Certificates of Registration and Facility Permits were also 
undertaken throughout the month for soil & stone (inert materials) 
sites.

CCTV and covert camera equipment is in place and work continued 
in policing and prosecution of illegal waste activity. This equipment 
will be re-located as circumstances require and ‘black spots’ are 
identified and change with time.

There were 14 litter fines issued in May and also 19 Abandoned Car 
Notices issued. Out-of-hours (evening and weekend) investigations 
are planned to respond to various illegal activities relating to litter-
ing/waste management activity.

Weekend beach patrols re-commenced for the summer season at 
the end of the month. All Blue Flag beaches in Co. Clare will be 
patrolled by Environmental Wardens each weekend from now on 
until the end of the season.

To promote compliance with the Presentation of Waste By-Laws, 
layout proposals for commercial bin enclosures around Ennis Town 
have been developed and these plans are advancing with the vari-
ous stakeholders who include the Conservation Officer, Municipal 

District, Councillors, local businesses and other relevant parties. It 
is intended to carry out similar work in the future throughout the 
county as circumstances require and resources permit. The largest 
of the proposed sites (Friary Car Park) is being developed as a pilot 
project. Other potential permanent sites are being investigated.

Legislative compliance, RMCEI enforcement, 

Inspection, prosecution, management 

On average over 500 inspections, warning notices, enforcement 
and advisory notices issue in accordance with the requirements of 
the EPA agreed Environmental Inspection Plan each month.

Water Safety

31 Lifeguards were appointed and inducted in May and will take up 
duty from June on blue flag and green coast beaches.  

Commercial Bin Enclosures

The site proposals and layout for the permanent bin enclosure at 
Friary street car park has now been finalised. Municipal District 
staff will carry out initial preparatory works, with a contractor due 
to start fabrication of the enclosure units off site.

 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
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THE MONTH IN PICTURES
                          JUNE 2017                                                                                           

Cllrs. Paul Murphy, Johnny Flynn and Tom McNamara in con-
versation during as meeting of the Clare Rural Development 

Forum at the Buttermarket Building in Ennis

Pat Breen TD, Minister for Employment & Small Business, Michael 
Ring TD, Minister of State for Regional Economic Dev., and 

Councillors PJ Kelly & Gabriel Keating at Vandeleur Walled Gardens 

Cllr. Ann Norton, Mayor of Ennis, addressing an event mark-
ing the renaming of Active Ennis Sports and Amenity Park, 

Lees Rd  in honour of John O’Sullivan. 

Clare County Fire & Rescue Service instructors providing 
Compartment Fire Behaviour Training at Ballinrobe Training Centre

George Zurabashvili, the Charge d’Affaires of Georgia, with Cllr 
Bill Chambers, Cathaoirleach, and Pat Dowling, Chief Executive

Monica Meehan, Urban McMahon (Broadband Officer), Minister 
Heather Humphreys,Pat Dowling (Chief Executive), Leonard Cleary 

(Acting Director of Rural Development) and Timmy Dooley TD. 
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