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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
June 2017 Actions: Monthly Management Report for the July Monthly Meeting of Clare County Council.

New Minister for Rural Development
Deputy Michael Ring, T.D., (pictured right with Leonard
Cleary, Acting Director of Services, Clare County Council,
and Pat Dowling, Chief Executive, Clare County Council)
has been appointed senior Minister with responsibility for
Rural Development.

Update on Rural Development Strategy

essential local services, tourism information and enterprise
supports.
Towns working together and Parishes partnering each other:
Private investment requires an adequate financial return and
public investment requires value for money. In order to achieve
the population base that justifies either type of investment,
neighbouring towns, along with their satellite villages, will work
together to provide for a hierarchy of investment. Larger public
investments will be located in the Combined Towns that work
together. Smaller investments will be located in their satellite
villages. In the more open countryside, Parishes will partner
each other in order to achieve the scale that attracts private investment and justifies public investment. This partnering will be
similar to the ‘cluster of church parishes’ and the ‘sports amalgamations’ already operating effectively.

The following timeframe for the preparation of a Rural
Development Strategy was agreed following the establishment of the Rural Development Forum:
• Consultation and preparation of Strategy: February-June 2017.
• Agreement of draft Strategy: end June 2017
• AA, SEA and printing: July 2017.
• Presentation to full Council: early September 2017.
• Launch by Government Minister: early autumn.

Rural and Community Support Unit:
The co-operative efforts of towns and villages will be supported
by a specially developed ‘Rural and Community Support Unit’
within Clare County Council. This unit will work with existing
local community organisations. Building the capacity of voluntary community leaders and organisations to identify and implement projects of scale, which will provide their areas with
an identifiable comparative advantage. Projects will have a particular focus on the LCDC pathfinder process and the Clare Rural
Development Strategy.

Clare County Council is represented on the Forum by one
Elected Member from each Municipal District, the
Cathaoirleach of the day, the Chief Executive and the Chair
of the Working Group for the Action Plan for Rural Ireland
(formerly CEDRA Committee). In total 35 organisations have
participated in the Forum. The Rural Development Directorate
provides the secretariat to the Forum.
The following key themes have emerged during the deliberations of the Forum and will form the key thrust of the Clare Rural Development Strategy:
Jobs in Rural Areas:
Employment is key to the future of rural areas. The lack of employment opportunities has been a significant contributor to
the decline of certain rural areas. Over the next ten years job
targets will be agreed with a particular focus on social enterprises. Communities will develop social enterprises to provide
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Rural Development Strategy (cont’d)

Managing the Environment:
Our environment is our very life – the air we breathe, the food
we eat, the water we drink, the energy we use and the tranquillity we desire. It is our cultural inspiration, the reflection of our
heritage - a home that we share with many other diverse life
forms. The health of our environment impacts on our health.
Our way of life impacts on our environment. This is a mutually
nurturing, but fragile, interaction. What we have inherited we
must bequeath to the next generations. The consideration and
management of our environment is at the heart of all the actions proposed in our Action Plan. This Strategy will draw on
various environmental and conservation programmes.

Community-run Multi-Service Centres:
A full range of public services is key to ensuring people are attracted to, and continue to live in, rural areas. However, the
costs associated with the delivery of public services have resulted in their contraction or withdrawal. This is particularly
true of Health services, including GP services, Postal services,
Social Protection services, Advice/Information services, Transport services, Garda Services. The community will provide the
premises as well as the administration and management for a
new social innovation /enterprise model of multi-service delivery. Some social enterprises will provide goods and services to
the community on a commercial basis. Others will contract the
delivery of public services or facilitate different agencies in offering their services.

Transport, Education and Water:
Modern life, whether in rural or urban areas, requires a range
of publicly provided infrastructure including, Transport, Education and Water. Innovative rural transport initiatives will be
developed. In addition, community bus initiatives will supplement the current rural provision. These initiatives will extend
the times of availability and reduce the costs to the traveller.
In conjunction with education, training and learning providers,
additional learning opportunities will be developed that have
greater local reach and relevance. The Strategy will connect
with TII (Transport Infrastructure Ireland) on investment in the
Clare roads network. It will also engage with Irish Water to support the roll out of major and small Water Services Investment
programmes to address the County’s water and wastewater
needs.

Age-Friendly Communities
As our social context changes more and more quickly, there is
an urgent need to consider all generations and all ages when
planning our public and private spaces, facilities and amenities.
Regardless of their biological age, younger and older people
need opportunities to contribute to their community and the
assurance of safety, security at home as well as hospitality and
welcome in the community. Particular attention will be given in
the strategy to fostering intergenerational relationships. We focus on: creating opportunities for all to participate in the social,
cultural and political life of the community; facilitating people
to live a life that they have reason to desire.

Refurbishment of Kilrush Town Hall
The following is the schedule for renewal of Kilrush Town Hall:

Painting work has been completed at Kilrush Town Hall.
Following the completion of the tender process the successful contractor will commence refurbishment work in August
2017. Staff will be relocated to the Depot at Limekiln Road,
Kilrush for backroom services. A front-line customer contact
point will be available at a leased premises, at the Square (formerly Lillis Travel).

PHASE

DATE

Hi-Speed Broadband Hub design and
office refurbishment design
Quantity Survey
Staff Consultation
Tender for painting contract
completed
Refurbishment Tender process and assessment of prices
Appointment of contractor
Staff archiving etc. and removals
Staff relocation
Refurbishment Works
Project completion

February-April 2017
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May 2017
May 2017
May 2017
June 2017
July 2017
July 2017
August 2017
August 2017
Early Autumn
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

The overlay work which had been scheduled for 2016 for Bealaha
on the N67, but couldn’t proceed because watermain rehabilitation works which had been planned by Irish Water didn’t go ahead
is to proceed later this year as agreement has been reached with
Irish Water to the effect that when the Watermain Rehabilitation
Works proceed, the overlay works will also proceed as a sub-contract of the watermain project.
With regard to the 2017 Roadworks Programme the following are
the overall allocations confirmed from the three funding sources
which facilitate the overall budget provision:
• €923,000 from the TII in respect of National Routes – but excluding the annual overlay programme. Details of the annual
overlay programme include for 2 sections of the N67 between Kilrush and Moneypoint and one section of the N68 at Darragh. In
addition, clearence has been given to proceed with an upgrade
of the Square in Kilrush which has deteriorated considerably. All
overlay works will proceed in the autumn
• €14,803,865 from the DTTAS in respect of Non-National routes
– an increase of 13.8% over 2016.
• €2,839,359 from the Council’s Own Resources – an increase of

PUBLIC LIGHTING

0.77% when compared with the 2016 allocation.
• The foregoing adds up to a total fund of €18,566,224.
The Roadworks Programme for 2017 was prepared in February
and has since been approved by all four MD’s. Implementation of
the various programmes is ongoing including scheduled Restoration Improvement works which are facilitated by the largest of the
core grants. Advantage was taken of the fine periods of weather during May to facilitate the very weather dependent surface
dressing programme when approximately 60% of the entire programme was completed – a further 20% of the programme was
completed in June. The Part VIII process pertaining to the Latoon
Bridge remediation project was approved at the June meeting and
its reconstruction will commence in the Autumn.
Community Involvement Scheme applications which were submitted by the June 9th closing date are being assessed at present.
A supplementary programme of works to the value of €400,000
has been prepared to facilitate restoration of Local Secondary and
Local Tertiary roads in all 4 MD’s – Councillors have been issued
with a copy of same. The programme will be implemented over
the coming months. A fund of €100,000 is being allocated to Local Improvement Schemes – the means by which this is to be allocated to specific projects has yet to be finalised.

Clare County Council has responsibility for the management and maintenance of more than 13,000 public lights in the county (CCC does not have
responsibility for those pertaining to the Motorway Network). These
lights are maintained under contract by Airtricity – in general, the contract is working well and in compliance in that the number of public lights
which are out of order at any time doesn’t exceed 2%.
For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options available to
facilitate reporting of public lighting faults:
• Internet: Direct reporting on www.airtricitysolutions.com
• Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions dedicated Call Centre – 1850 372 772
• Local Authority Identification – via LA’s website or Contact number.

FIRE & BUILDING CONTROL
Fire & Building Control Section (Main Activities)

JUNE 2017

2017 TO DATE

2016
Total

Number of Emergency Calls Attended

51

408

851

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated
Number of Disability Access Certificates Received
Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted

16
3
1
12

58
40
4
37

3

29

100
103
9
67
49

Number of Commencement Notices Received
Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints

33
1

186
7

4

327
25
4

STORM DAMAGE (Jan/Feb 2014)

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

•
Cumulative expenditure to date is in excess of €15 million.
•
The sum remaining to be spent in relation to the coastal damage repair programme is €4 million. The programme pertaining
to same should be substantially completed by the end of 2017 or the Spring of 2018 pending successful passage through outstanding
approvals process. The main outstanding project in this context will involve extension of the already completed Promenade revetment
project in a Southerly direction at the back of Lahinch village.
•
Separately, the strategy pertaining to coastal strengthening proposals is ongoing – as per details set out in the above table. The
cost of Feasibility Studies and other ancillary outlay is being separately funded by the Office of Public Works and is not part of the sums
referred to under the previous 2 bullet points.
The following table sets out the current position in relation to Strengthening and significant Remediation projects:

PROJECT

CURRENT SITUATION

Cloughaninchy

A further amended proposal (third proposal) has been submitted to the OPW for approval following
consultation with the local community - the proposal has a positive Benefit Cost Ratio (BCR) – a response is awaited from the OPW

New Quay/Aughinish

Draft Feasibility Study submitted by consultants – it is unlikely that the recommendations will be
deemed to be beneficial enough to justify funding funding

Doolin

Feasibility Study nearing completion

Liscannor Bay: Clehane, Adjacent Feasibiliity Study completed and submitted to the OPW – having been amended to reflect responses to
to Pitch & Putt, Liscannor
queries raised by the Council – response currently awaited from the OPW.
Lahinch Central (Prom Area)

Contract substantially completed

Lahinch South

Consultants design work ongoing. The formal planning process (Part VIII) concluded in May. The ancillary Foreshore Licence Application process is ongoing. It is envisaged that this coastal strengthening
project will proceed after the 2017 tourist season.

Whitestrand (Milltown Malbay), Feasibility Study completed and submitted to the OPW – response awaited.
Spanish Point, Quilty
Ross Bay

Strengthening requirements – application to appoint consultant to carry out Feasibiliry Study still under
consideration by the OPW.

Kilbaha

Feasibility Study draft completed, Final draft preparation ongoing in advance of submission to the OPW.

Atlantic Coastline/IFA

Contract works completed in both Farrihy and Doonmore. Significant environmental sensitivities elsewhere which may result in works curtailment – liaison ongoing at present with NPWS in relation to
Lough Donnell.

Estuary Coastline/IFA

Design work ongoing in relation to multiple locations. Contract works nearing completion at a number
of locations. Additional works will be tendered shortly and further works packages are being prepared.

WINTER 2015/16 – flooding impact

Arising from the extreme flood events of the 2015/16 Winter period,
the Council has been pursuing feasible solutions in numerous areas to
minimise risk in the event that situations of a similar nature occur again.
Among the locations under consideration are Springfield, Milltown Malbay, Ballyvaughan and Murtyclough (near New Quay) – the up to date
position in relation to each is as follows:
• Springfield, Clonlara: Following on from provision of additional information by the Council and submission of an ancillary appeal, the OPW
has carried out a review of its original findings. The draft outcome of
this review is encouraging in that it identifies a potential positive BCR
solution which envisages the construction of an embankment with a
1/1000 year level of protection between the vulnerable residential area
of Springfield and the Shannon River Channel. The Council continues to
liaise with the OPW with a view to development of an implementation
strategy in relation to this proposal.
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• Miltown Malbay: A hydrological assessment of the northern part of
the town, centred around Church St., has been completed and proposes
a solution which involving the upgrading of existing culvert & drainage
infrastructure as well as extension of the down-gradiant open channel
system to facilitate efficient disposal of surface water to the Cleadagh
River. A consultant has been selected to facilitate preparation of a formal planning application, to be followed by application to the OPW for
funding to implement the proposed solution.
• Ballyvaughan: A hydrological assessment of the problems experienced
in Ballyvaughan has been completed. The proposed solution would involve capacity adjustment of the existing channel and outfall facilitating
drainage of the catchment which heretofore hasn’t been able to cope in
extreme flooding situations. The BCR is marginally positive and the next
step is to appoint a consultant to facilitate pursuit of planning approval,
funding & implementation.
• Murtyclough: The N67 was closed to traffic for 6 weeks in late 2015/
early 2016 and the recommended solution, following a hydrological assessment, involves the provision of a pumping station to dispose of surplus flood water to Galway Bay. There are significant environmental
designations and sensitivities in the area. The project consultant is to
prepare a formal planning application following which funding to facilitate implementation will be pursued.
• Kilkee: Following on from an extreme flood event in Kilkee in February, and taking account of the fact that the location is acknowledged
in CFRAMS as one which is in need of further assessment, we propose
to arrange for feasibility regarding the development of an appropriate
flood defence scheme.
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CAPITAL PROJECTS

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
• Blakes Corner – During the second half of 2016, separate determinations from TII and An Bord Pleanala confirmed that a 2 stage
approach to approval to the project would not be acceptable and
that the appropriate Planning Process to deal with it would be
the Part VIII procedure. The steering group is presently considering options based on the current position as outlined above
and liaison is continuing with TII.

• Killaloe By-Pass – The Judicial Review and subsequent appeals
concluded in NoV 2016 with confirmation of final approval for
the project. Notices to Treat were served. The submissions received in response to same have been examined. Liaison is taking place with some property owners. An allocation of €500,000
is included in the 2017 Schedule of Road Grants to facilitate this.
• Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – As Councillors
are aware, the formal Development Plan variation pertaining to
the Clare section of the project was passed in July 2015. Limerick City and County Council didn’t do likewise at the time but,
following the evolution of a further formal variation process over
the past number of months, LCCC has now passed the variation
pertaining to the Limerick element of the project – at its meeting
held on May 29th last. In resuming design work on the project
it has been agreed at the June Council meeting that the feasibility of earlier proposals submitted for an alternative route/design
particularly in relation to the proposed Shannon Crossing will be
reviewed again. It is also intended that requests for consultation
with elected members, affected landowners or other interested
stakeholders will be facilitated wherever possible during the
process.
• Doolin Pier and Village Masterplan – The project consultants
recently completed preparation of a draft masterplan which was
the subject of a Public Consultation event hosted in Hotel Doolin
on June 20th last. The event was well attended, some constructive discussion took place around pertinent and the closing date
for receipt of receipt of submissions is July 13th. Before the end
of this year, it is expected that the Council will be in a position to
submit formal planning proposals in relation to the development
of a new accommodation building, parking and other ancillary
facilities and the development of traffic management and car and
coach parking facilities in the vicinity of Fisher Street.
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• N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme: Preliminary Design
work is reaching a conclusion and Ennis MD Councillors have
been briefed regarding the preferred route proposal. Consultation with effected property owners is ongoing and feedback received from them is receiving consideration.
• Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – The project has been approved by the OPW. Tenders have been submitted and their
assessment by the project consultants is well advanced.
• West Clare Railway Greenway – Construction work is completed on the 3.5km section from Ennis Town Centre to Lees Road
Sports and Amenity Park and along a section of similar length
between Ennistimon and Lahinch. Property owners have been
written to and the IFA has been consulted with a view to having
the initial survey work carried out along the entire route which
ultimately is likely to link Ennis with Milltown Malbay (via Lahinch). This initial consultation has provoked various responses
– some positive and some negative. One to one consultation
has now commenced with those who have articulated concerns
on foot of the initial correspondence and some progress is being
made in relation to these concerns. The process of identification
of the most appropriate route and associated deliberations with
property owners will, by its nature, be time consuming and will
be followed by the preparation of a briefing document to facilitate liaison with the Department of Transport regarding a strategic approach to be adapted in relation to the development of the
overall project – almost 50km of cycleway along the route (in so
far as is feasible) of the West Clare Railway.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

WATER SERVICES
Water Services reform and other issues:

Water & Wastewater operational – key points

• There have been no further announcements relating to the roll out of
WIOF (Water Industry Operating Framework).

The most significant individual operational items during the month were:

Clare County Council and Trade Union representatives are progressing
the internal restructuring of the Water Services Section for the delivery
of operations in the county.
Clare County Council are awaiting agreement with SIPTU and TEEU to
progress the inclusion of Clare in the 2nd wave of a national “find and
fix” leak detection programme. The programme will create 5 additional
posts for a 2 year period.
Other transformation projects – including regional capital offices, national laboratory strategy, and planned maintenance – are being progressed
but there have been no major developments on these projects in June.
Clare Co. Council will be ceasing the publication of public water supply monitoring data from 31st July 2017. This data will be published on
www.water.ie. A link from the Council’s website to the Irish Water website will be provided.
The process for submitting applications for new Connections and Developer Services to the public water and wastewater network will be rolled
out by Irish Water in the coming weeks. Pre Connection Enquiries and
new Connection applications will be submitted directly to Irish Water.

Water
A Killaloe Leak Detection and Repair Works
Due to a number of water outages in Killaloe in late May/early June, a six
week programme of Leak detection and repair works has been initiated.
Clare County Council Leak detection crew commenced on 12th June with
assistance from a private leak detection company, Aqua Leak. Enabling/
Repair works commenced on 19th June by Roadbridge. To date a 30%
reduction in Minimum Night Flow has been achieved and further success
is envisaged by the end of the programme.
The Clare Disinfection Project which is being carried out at the larger Water Treatment Plants in the County for Irish Water is progressing.
Wastewater
The EPA are continuing their inspections at a number of waste water
treatment plants and in July are scheduled to visit the following plants;
Tulla, Miltown Malbay, Ennistymon and Ballyvaughan.
A bathing prohibition notice was in force from the 14th to 19th June at
Mountshannon as a result of a malfunction at a pumping station but this
has now been rectified.

WATER SERVICES (Capital projects):

Irish Water (IW) has received tenders from consultant engineers for projects in the 2017-2021 Capital Investment Programme (CIP). The initial tender evaluation has been completed and we are awaiting the final phase of the evaluation which is conducted by IW.
The 2017-2021 CIP currently incorporates three agglomerations in Clare (Shannon, Enistymon & Newmarket on Fergus) as well as continuation of
wastewater treatment upgrades at Quin and Kilfenora. Lahinch WWTP is now also being considered for improvement works.
Untreated agglomerations (UTAS) are Major Capital Projects in addition to the CIP 2017-2021. This involves 5 Clare towns and villages with less than
adequate wastewater treatment facilities – Ballyavughan, Clarecastle, Kilkee, Kilrush & Liscannor. Hereunder is a summary of any changes in status
of significant capital projects since the June 2017 monthly report.

WATER PROJECTS
Ennis water mains rehabilitation project phase 2

Work to rectify control issues on the ring main along the N85 has commenced. The ring main has been put into
operation early April and full control on the main will be completed by July.

Rockmount WTP

Irish Water has approved funding for the following works in relation to Rockmount WTP:
•
Purchase land and construct a pumping station north of Milltown Malbay.
•
Decommission the existing Rockmount WTP.
•
Construct new 2,000 cubic meter reservoir on the site of the decommissioned WTP.
•
Linkage to existing countywide SCADA, consistent with IW Specifications.
•
Tender documents are currently under review.
The land has now been purchased and the pumping station is due to be completed in the next 4 weeks.

WASTEWATER PROJECTS
Clonroadmore wastewater
treatment plant (Ennis) upgrade

The construction stage and the first period of process proving have been completed.
Screening operational issues at Francis St & Tulla Rd Pumping Stations are not expected to be rectified until
the end of July 2017.

Shannon wastewater treatment The construction stage and the commissioning phase have been completed. The 56 day flow & load survey
plant upgrade phase1.Inlet works has commenced and will be completed in July. The commissioning certificate has been issued.
Shannon Town Sewer Network
Survey

Foul Sewer survey has been completed and the results are being analysed. Sampling of the network is continuing. Ensen has been awarded this 4 month contract. The Final Draft Report has been issued for approval.
This will feed into a Model build and verification. Project completion is Q3 2017.

Kilfenora WWTP upgrade

A Design Review Report with a preferred treatment option has been submitted by the consultant and is under
review by IW.

Quin WWTP upgrade

The Design Review Report has been accepted by IW Asset Strategy and a Planning Review has been completed with Clare Co. Co. Planning Dept. This project has now advanced to Detailed Design Stage

Flow Monitoring Project

The design review has been completed by Council project staff and IW, physical installation of equipment has
been rolled out to several sites and will continue for 4 weeks before commissioning phase begins.
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Rural Water:

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

Measure 6 - Individual Wells and on-site wastewater treatment systems.

Clare County Council received an interim allocation in Cicular L3-17
from the DHPCLG of €140,591 for works under Measure 2 of the Rural
Water Programme on 13 June. Letters have been issued to 7 schemes
informing them of funding issued as part of the interim allocation. Killone GWS also received an allocation of €11,200 under Measure 1(a)
for water quality. The circular stated that consideration was still being
given to applications made under Measures 3,4 & 5, and that full details of allocations will be published once submissions are considered.
Measure 1 - Envisonmental and public health compliance
Measure 2 - Enhancement of Existing Schemes
Measure 3 - Rural Development
Measure 4 - Transition of schemes to public water & wastewater sector
Measure 5 - Innovation and Research

ENVIRONMENT

No scheme was inspected by Irish Water in June in respect to a potential take-over. Correspondence is taking place with the DHPCLG in
regards to funding sought under Measure 4 of the Rural Water Programme for legal fees that will be associated with the transfer of assets.

Non Domestic Metering:

• Discussions are continuing with IW on management of future meter
reading. An Assistant Staff Officer, on a part time basis, has now been
appointed to liaise with Irish Water on billing/metering issues.
• A revised Post Migration Non Domestic Billing Protocol has been
issued by IW. This details the tasks remaining with LA’s and tasks transferring to IW.

Environment Section is in the process of arranging for additional
fencing and lighting to be installed at these locations, together with
certain landscaping improvement works to ensure that such problems do not reoccur at these locations.

Waste - Enforcement, Regulation and Management
Environment Department, Waste Enforcement section continues to
carry out Inspections throughout June in accordance with the Environmental Inspection Plan (based on RMCEI criteria). Inspections
of Certificates of Registration, Waste Facility Permits and Collection
Permit compliances were included. These inspections incorporated
elements such as the Food Waste, WEEE, tyres, presentation of
waste and packaging regulations, etc. as well as regular ongoing enforcement activity concerned with the Waste Management Act and
Litter Acts.

Multi Agency Roadside Checkpoint - The Waste Enforcement Unit
conducted a roadside checkpoint on the outskirts of Ennis town on
the morning of Monday 26th June 2017. This checkpoint was also
attended by An Garda Siochanna, together with inspectors from the
Dept. of Social Protection and the Workplace Relations Commission.
The objectives of the checkpoint from the prospective of Clare
County Council were as follows:

Actions of particular note that were completed in June include the
following
Anti Dumping Initiative 2017 - It was announced via Dept. Circular
(WP03.17) on the 29th May ’17, that based upon the hugely positive reaction to the initial launch of the 2017 Anti-Dumping Initiative
that further funds would be made available to local authorities to
support the initiative in the form of a second phase of funding. The
initial allocation of €650,000 as announced in March 2017 would
be doubled, with total funding of €1.3million being made available
to support the clean-up of dumping black spots and to target those
who engage in this illegal practice.

• To create a visible waste enforcement presence in the Ennis and
Environs area.
• To check compliance of waste operators with conditions of waste
collection permits.
• To identify / obtain further information on illegal waste collectors.
• To increase public awareness of the issues surrounding the appropriate transfer of control and disposal of waste.
The checkpoint was considered a success, with all objectives met,
together with establishing and maintaining a working relationship
with other state agencies

Capital Projects

Clare County Council was invited to submit an application for this
additional funding by the 26th June ’17. The application was submitted, and proposed the clean up on a number of dumping black
spots throughout the county, in conjunction with a plan to conduct
certain enforcement actions, namely the installation of CCTV at suitable locations, in an effort to detect/deter persons engaged in this
activity. The Environment Section is currently awaiting the outcome
of this application process.
In June, a portion of the funding as previously made available under Phase 1 of the initiative has been spent on removing illegally
dumped waste from a number of locations around Ennis town. The
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• Building and site surveys are now complete for the planned remediation works for Kilkee’s public toilets serving beach users. Remediation proposals are being progressed with the intention of lodging
a Part 8 planning application by the end of the year.
• The further information request for the Spanish Point public toilet and amenity site has now been lodged and the planning report
from the Planning Department is now due for issue. Works are progressing on the tender package and this will be ready for issue on
completion of the planning process. The construction works are expected to be completed by the end of the year.
• Tender assessment is now coming to a close in relation to the
proposed toilet and amenity block at Lahinch. Post tender design
discussions are also due to be concluded soon.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
• The Environment section and EPA Green Business organised

Commercial Bin Enclosures
The site proposals and layout for the permanent bin enclosure at
Friary street car park has now been finalised. Final discussions have
taken place with both the Planning Department and the Conservation Officer and it is intended to finalise details with fabrication
Contractors. Ground works for this site will be progressed by MD
staff.

a Green Business Seminar for all businesses in Co Clare, which
took place on 28th June in Glor. The seminar explored ways
that businesses and companies can reduce and eliminate waste
in their businesses including food waste, energy wastage and
water use reduction through simple ‘no cost’ and ‘low cost’
means.

Education and Awareness
• A gum litter taskforce event was held in cooperation with
Gardai, Ennis Tidy Towns, and Queens Nightclub. This was our
second night raising awareness before a teenage disco, educating teenagers in the correct disposal of gum at the entrance to
the nightclub. Gum wraps were handed out, bins provided and
“gum go” sticks were used to show how difficult it is to remove
used gum from footpaths.

Scientific Services
A Bathing Water Prohibition was in place from 14 June to 19
June 19th at Mountshannon bathing area due to accidental
overflow from an Irish Water wastewater pump sump.

Lifeguard Service
21 Lifeguards commenced work on Saturday 3rd June 2017,
providing lifeguard service on Co Clare’s 9 Blue Flag Beaches –
over the 4 weekends in June. Throughout the month, with the
weather improving, the beaches became extremely busy.

• In a joint initiative between the Environment Section Clare
County Council and Clare Water Safety five hundred children
from 16 primary schools across Co. Clare attended Blue Flag
Beach and water safety awareness sessions at the 9 blue flag
beaches across Co. Clare. Children learnt about what it means
to have a blue flag beach as well as the requirements needed
to keep blue flags flying at beaches across Co. Clare. Children
learned about the importance of keeping Co Clare beaches litter
free and about the effects that littering has on the environment
including the marine environment. Children learned about the
importance of good bathing water quality and enjoyed learning
about recycling through participation in a “Race Against Waste”
game.
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•
Every morning that the lifeguards were on duty the
tide times and beach conditions were updated onto the Clare
Co Co facebook and twitter pages. This will continue every day
throughout July & August.
•
The weekend of 17/18 June was the busiest so far this
year due to the very hot weather, with all beaches full.
•
During the fine spell, the lifeguard service was extended to cover evenings for the very sunny days – for safe swimming at the Lahinch, Spanish Point, Fanore & Kilkee 3.30 – 7pm.
•
Co Clare lifeguards rescued 20 people from the ocean,
during the June weekend service.
Full time lifeguard service commenced on Saturday 1st July.
7 days a week, each day 11am – 7pm. Summer season 2016
statistics for your information:
Rescue without craft

35

Rescue with craft

55

First Aid

653

Lost Child

97

Advice Given

19529

Accidents Prevented

8172

Other

93
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FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES
CORPORATE SERVICES

Civic Reception

Annual meeting
At the Annual meeting held on 23rd June, Mr. Tom
McNamara of Ennis Municipal District was elected Cathaoirleach for the year ahead. Mr. Pat Burke of the Killaloe
Municipal District was elected as Leas Cathaoirleach.

Clare County Council hosted a civic
reception for John Burke of Spanish
Point to honour his achievement of
being the first Clare person to scale
Mount Everest. Tributes were paid
to him by all the Members in the
company of his family and friends.
The new charity founded by him,
called Elevate, was also commended.
Legal Costs
The below table shows the payments made for legal costs
during the first 6 months of 2017, under various categories.

Standing Orders
Following the adoption of the updated standing orders at
the May meeting of Council, they came into effect for the
June Council meeting.

•
•
•

CONTRACT ADVERTISED

€

Arbitration Costs

1,691

Barristers Fees & Legal Fees Senior Counsel

65,344

Debt Collection

14,032

Enforcement - Planning

29,686

Conveyancing - Leasing /Purchase of Property/
Sale of Property

69,113

Land Registry

6,850

Outlays

12,157

Title

3,942

Litigation

5,583

Traveller Accommodation

23,390

Advices

44,629

Other Legal Fees

23,496

TOTAL

299,913

Acting Administrative Officer
General Operative
Acting Senior Library Assistant

Excellence Through People Standard

Staff Welfare and Training:

In June, Clare County Council, received the ‘Excellence
Through People’ award for the third consecutive year
from the National Standards of Ireland Awards (NSAI).

During the last month approximately 17 training courses
were arranged with some 202 staff in attendance.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Recent recruitment activity
A number of recruitment competitions were progressed
and the processes of filling post are at various stages:
•
•

Sub Station Officer Scarriff
Acting Senior Executive Engineer

Courses provided included:
Interview Skills;
Manual Handling;
‘Dealing with Challenging Behaviour’;
Buildings Defects;
AutoCAD;
and Finance Specific Training.

From a Welfare perspective the second (4 week) Mindset
Workshop was delivered by Eileen Woodford, Business/
Life Coach).

The programme is being rolled out to staff throughout
the year.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
EMPLOYMENT & LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE

• The second BiaFest food event in the Market Building was
another success. 16 food producers have committed to the
next Biafest scheduled for 8th July.
• A seminar titled “Prepare for Brexit” was hosted by Enterprise Ireland and attended by a number of Clare based enterprises.
• Eight grant applications approved for a total sum of €181k.
• LEO Clare, in conjunction with Network Ireland and Enterprise Ireland, hosted an event titled Fuelling Ambition “Steps
to Success” aimed at women in business which was attended
by over 100 female entrepreneurs.
• LEO Clare also hosted our own Clare Women in Business
event where the topic was “Beyond Brexit” and the key note
speaker was Noelle O Connor of Tan Organics.
• LEO Clare will once again sponsor the “Best Start-Up” category in the Ennis Chamber FBD awards. The awards ceremony
itself will take place in October 2017.
• In conjunction with our colleagues in Limerick, LEO Clare
commenced a LEAN workshop and mentoring programme
which is aimed at assisting enterprises review their operational
processes with the ultimate aim of reducing costs. Six Clare
participants are taking part in this programme.
LEO Clare Clients given industry awards:
Achill Oysters selected for the Ready2Go EEN Programme.
There were 500 applicants throughout Europe and Achill Oysters were the only Irish company to succeed in been selected.

TOURISM

June 2017 - Key Activities
• A public consultation process relating to the Draft Strategic
Master Plan & Enhancement Strategy for Doolin got underway.
Bucholz McEvoy Architects, on behalf of Clare County Council
and the strategy design team, presented the draft Doolin Strategic Master Plan and Enhancement Strategy at three public
information sessions held at Hotel Doolin. A deadline of 5.00
p.m. on 13 July has been set for submissions to be made to
Clare County Council before a final strategy is prepared for consideration by the Elected Members.
• As part of the twinning relationship between Ennis, Co.
Clare, and Phoenix, Arizona, the Mayor of Ennis and the Chairperson of the Ennis Phoenix Twinning Committee met with visitors from Phoenix on their first visit to the Clare County Capital
on 13 June.

PLANNING & ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT
•
94 planning applications were received by Clare
County Council in June bringing the total number received for
2017 to 518. 20 pre-planning applications were also received
during the month of June.
•
Enforcement – 9 complaints were received, 10 warning letters were issued, 2 Enforcement Notices were served
and 5 files were closed during the month of June.
•
At the June Council meeting, the Elected Members
by resolution deferred the making of a new Shannon Town
and Environs Local Area Plan for a period not exceeding 5
years. The existing Shannon Town and Environs Local Area
Plan 2012-2018 will now remain in force until 2023.

Pictured outside the Ireland West International Trade Centre (IWITC) in
Providence, Rhode Island, are Padraic McElwee, Head of Enterprise, Local
Enterprise Office Clare; Jorge O. Elorza, Mayor of Providence; Louise
McGuane, Chapel Gate Whiskey; and Aidan Quilligan, Clubify.

•
Attendance at the Our Ocean Wealth Summit, part
of Seafest held in Galway on 29th and 30th June 2017 provided the opportunity to further promote County Clare’s Zoned
Strategic Development Locations on the Shannon Estuary following the very successful Nor Shipping 2017 event in Oslo.
•
5 estates taken in charge to date in 2017 with the
statutory process recently completed on a further 6 developments which we hope to put before the Elected Members for
consideration in September. A further 8 developments were
advertised for Taking in Charge on 30th June 2017.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

(Housing, Sport & Amenities and Cultural Services)

HOUSING

Six months into the year and the Council’s Housing Section is
meeting its mid-year targets. In terms of House Acquisitions
over 20no. properties were viewed during June and contracts
were signed for the purchase of 9no. dwellings. Sales closed in
respect of a further 6no bringing to 44 no. dwellings purchased
in the year to date. The supply of suitable properties in the open
market is reducing and prices are increasing monthly. The Council continues to source additional units under the Government’s
Buy and Renew Scheme.
Given the priority being afforded to actions in support of urban
renewal and the vacant homes strategy, this Scheme allows local authorities to exploit the potential to buy houses and suitable premises in cities and towns satisfying the need for social
housing and urban regeneration. Also, a national communications and advertising campaign was recently launched by the
Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government in relation to the Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS). It
is hoped this will create an awareness of the scheme among
property owners at local level. The Council is seeking applications from owners of vacant properties and property owners
interested.
The number of presentations at our Homelessness Unit up to
23rd June was 45 (down 10 from last month) with the Hostel at
Laurel Lodge fully occupied (13 beds) every night throughout
the month. The number in emergency accommodation (B&B)
as of 23rd June was 26 Adults with 25 Dependents. The Council continues to work with agencies to provide accommodation
for homeless persons and a number of specific acquisitions are
nearing completion which will assist in this area.
In terms of Rental and Leasing, there are 1156 HAP tenancies
in Clare since the introduction of the new H.A.P. (Housing Assistance Payment Scheme) on the 29th June 2015. In the year
to date 2017 there have been 6 no. new RAS tenancies. In
addition there has been 1 transfer into the Rental Assistance
Scheme and 13 no. voluntary housing RAS tenancies. In 2017
the Council entered agreements for 10 short term leases, 6 long
term leases and 14 leases with the various Approved Housing
Bodies. To-date there are 113 active short term leases, 91 active long term leases and 77 voluntary leases with Approved
Housing Bodies. Clare County Council has signed a 20-year lease
for 35 apartments at the Pairc na Coille complex in Ennis to accommodate people on the social housing list in Clare.
The Council has recently carried out an audit of its traveller accommodation sites in the County and is in the process of compiling a report for the Department of Housing.
The Refurbishment and Maintenance works are as follows:
•
No. of voids/casual vacancies at 1st June, 2017: 24
(this figure does not include properties which have become
vacant after 1st June nor does it include acquisitions and longterm voids).
•
Period vacant (average time vacant): 113 days
•
No. of voids/vacant houses returned to stock after
refurbishment during May, 2017: 7 returned to stock during
month of May, 2017, with 26 houses undergoing refurbishment
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works during the month.
•
No. of Maintenance calls in June, 2017:
logged on iHouse during month of June, 2017.

225 calls

The average vacancy period is calculated at 113 days or just
over 16 weeks (down from 116 days last month).
Grants
Total Approvals issued in 2017 to the end of June for works to
proceed and await completion of works are as follows:
Housing Adaptation Grant for People
with a Disability

29

€496,388

Housing Aid for Older People

90

€426,925

Mobility Aids Grant

48

€205,592

Total Approvals issued to 30th June 2017 167 €1,128,905
Applicant Priority is assessed on medical, compassionate and
waiting time criteria. Letters of referral and support from HSE
medical professionals is required for applications to receive immediate funding. The Council is currently reviewing all applications on the waiting list under the three grant schemes and prioritising them for approval based on the above criteria.
Capital Construction
The Council continues to review the development options in
particular in the high social housing pressure areas of the County.
The Stage 2 submissions to the Department for the approval
to proceed to planning are being prepared with a view to lodging end of June/ early July. Following design development and
a review of the sites 11 units are proposed in Feakle and 9 units
in Clonlara.
A strategic masterplan proposal for the remaining Council
owned lands in Feakle is also prepared following public consultation (currently underway) with locals and the community
development group.
New County Library
The New Library was submitted to the Libraries Development &
Community Policy, section of the Department of Housing Planning Community & Local Government, on the 12th of June seeking Stage 2 approval (approval to proceed to planning stage).
The submission includes the design statement by the Architects
supported by drawings, maps and cost plans for the scheme.
Supplementary reports relating to engineering and servicing of
the proposed building were also included.
To date, the Council has engaged in extensive consultation with
the public, the Department and stakeholders in the development and will continue to engage as the design develops in
preparation for planning stage.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

(Housing, Sport & Amenities and Cultural Services)

SPORT & RECREATIONAL
Works have commenced at Active Ennis John O Sullivan Park, Lees Road on
the re-development of the Astro Turf Pitch. The present pitch is in place for
15 years and the update works underway are to ensure it is of the highest
standards. Partly funded by the Sport Capital Grant Programme 2015, works
are expected to take in the region of 12 weeks and are being carried out during the quieter summer period.
Staff from Active Ennis Leisure Complex have been attending national
schools in Ennis and its environs promoting water safety both at pools and
beaches. As many national schools partake in the National ‘Schools Active
Week’ during this time, it is a perfect opportunity to promote water safety in a fun and interactive way.
Active Ennis Leisure Complex hosted its annual Schools Gala recently. This event is organised by the Council, as a thank you to our national schools
who participate in our schools program throughout the year. Two competitions are held, one for ‘A’ schools who tend to be the larger schools in
the area that swim with us all year round. The other then is for ‘B’ schools who are smaller in size, and who swim with us for one term each year.
Medals are presented for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places for each individual race. Points are awarded for each race, with the school achieving the most
points, being presented with a trophy. Winners of the ‘A’ schools category this year was Barefield NS. Joint winners in the ‘B’ schools category were
St Flannans NS in Inagh & Lurga NS.

CULTURAL SERVICES

Clare Arts Office

Clare County Library
• Library staff visited primary schools throughout the County in
June to promote the children’s summer reading programme, Summer Stars. The annual summer reading initiative for children begins
on July 1st and takes place in all libraries in the county during the
school summer holidays. The aim of the programme is to encourage
children to continue reading and to participate in our range of storytelling and other fun activities during the summer. Story time for
children and book clubs and movie screenings for children, teenagers and adults based on popular book choices continue to be hosted
in various libraries throughout the County.

• The Riches of Clare lunchtime concerts continued each Wednesday at lunchtime throughout June to large audiences.
• A panel of artists was established to fill upcoming vacancies at
the Tulla Stables Studios.
•
Our public art programme, Gaining Ground, was launched in
glór followed by a professional development day for artists interested in making proposals under the scheme.
Work began on the recording of schools singing songs they learnt as
part of our traditional singers in residence programme.
•
All our artist in schools programmes were completed this
month whilst the arts programmes in Raheen Day Care Centre and
St. Joseph’s Hospital, Ennis continued.
•
Exhibitions were held in Scariff Library, Clare Museum and
Cultúrlann Sweeney, Kilkee.

Clare Museum

•
Two exhibitions toured the libraries in June. The East Clare Byelection 1917 exhibition was displayed in Ennis and Sixmilebridge
Libraries. With easy-to-read text and contemporary illustrations,
this display gives an introduction to the election and its significance
locally and nationally. An exhibition to commemorate the life and
books of Laura Ingalls Wilder went on display in Scariff Library. The
exhibition has been favourably received by library visitors generating fond memories of the heart-warming Little House books and TV
series that give a unique glimpse into America’s frontier past.
• Libraries throughout the County joined with UNHCR to celebrate
World Refugee Day on June 20th in encouraging people to read a
book or watch a movie about refugees. Libraries throughout the
County held book displays on the theme of refugees. Killaloe library
screened the movie The Good Lie about Sudanese children forced
to flee their home and start a new life in America.
• The Western Regional Section of the Library Association of Ireland held its annual seminar in Sixmilebridge Library. The seminar
theme was Diversity in Libraries. Presentations by two Library staff
members were among an interesting range of talks covering issues
such as cultural diversity, digital literacy and disability services.
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•
Educational workshops finished up for the term in mid-June
with two schools taking part.
•
The new Disaster Plan and Care of Collections Strategy were
adopted by the SPC during the month. These documents are required for accreditation under the Museum Standards Programme
for Ireland, the application for which is to be submitted on 30th
June.
• Fleadh TV moved into the Museum building in preparation for
the upcoming Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann.
•
To mark the centenary of the 1917 by-election which brought
Eamon de Valera to power, an autograph book owned by Kathleen
Griffin from Ennis, who campaigned during the by-election, went on
display and was promoted widely in the local and national media.
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THE MONTH IN PICTURES
JUNE 2017

Cllr. Tom McNamara, the newly elected Cathaoirleach of Clare
County Council, and his wife Mary and sons Stephen and Kevin
pictured with friends and family in the Council Chamber

Newly elected Cathaoirleach of the Municipal District of Shannon,
Councillor Mike McKee (Sinn Féin) pictured (left) with the newly
elected Leas Cathaoirleach, Councillor Gerry Flynn (Independent)

Cathaoirleach of the Municipal District of West Clare,
Councillor Michael Hillery (right), is congratulated by the
outgoing Cathaoirleach, Councillor Bill Slattery

Newly elected Mayor of Ennis, Cllr. Paul Murphy (right) pictured
with new Deputy Mayor of Ennis, Cllr. Ann Norton (second from
right) and Municipal District of Ennis Committee Members

Municipal District of Killaloe Members (L-R), Councillors Michael
Begley, Joe Cooney, Alan O’Callaghan (Cathaoirleach), Pat Hayes
(Leas Cathaoirleach), Tony O’Brien and Pat Burke.

Pat Dowling, Chief Executive, and Jason Murphy, Senior
Executive Officer, Human Resources, pictured
14
with new members of staff

