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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
EMPLOYMENT & LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE
Local Enterprise Week Clare was held from 5-10th March. LEO Clare
hosted training courses, seminars, enterprise awards and workshops. LEO Clare got extensive coverage by local newspapers The
Clare People and Clare Champion. Clare FM and Spin Southwest also
broadcasted from the Student Enterprise Awards.

• In Killaloe on Thursday 8th March, Getting your Food Product
to Market proved to be a very popular event. 33 people attended
at Woods Cafe in Killaloe. Experts from Musgrave and Truly Irish
spoke on the best way to get your food product to market. This was
followed by a Q&A session. Tara Lee Byrne (Wicked Foods), a client
of LEO Clare, also spoke at the event. Information about the Food
Academy Programme was provided.

Highlights of Enterprise Week:
• The IBYE final was held in Dublin on Sunday 5th March and LEO
Clare was represented by the winner of the Regional IBYE competition Damien Mason of Flexibond. He came runner up in the Best
Business Idea (pre-trading) category. Damien is from Scariff and he
developed a smart connected office chair (Agilis) for athletes that
help to reduce muscle tightness and back pain.

• A seminar on Energy Cost Savings was held in the Templegate Hotel on 6th March. The seminar covered how businesses can achieve
cost savings through efficient use of materials, energy and water. 15
people attended this seminar.
• Also on 6th March an Enterprise Clinic was held in the Resource
Centre in Miltown Malbay. LEO staff had 8 appointments on the
day and is now assisting these businesses with all available supports
offered by LEO Clare. The clinic helped to raise awareness of LEO
Clare in the West Clare region with people travelling from Kilrush
and Kilmihil to attend appointments.
• On 7th March Lean Micro Seminar run in conjunction with LEO
Limerick was held in the Radisson, Limerick. The event featured
presentations by Senior Lean Specialist Robert Hernan from Enterprise Ireland and Neil Enright, Site Deployment Leader for Molex.
The Mid-West Lean Network is the second largest regional lean network in Ireland. The aim of the seminar was to strengthen and increase the existing culture of lean within the Shannon and the wider
mid-west region.
• A Regional Women in Business Networking Event (in conjunction
with LEO Limerick) was attended by around 80 women from various
different businesses around Clare and Limerick. The speakers were
Rachel Walsh (Digital Discovery) and Gillian Horan (The Pudding)
spoke about branding your business/product.
• On Wednesday 8th March the first day of Student Enterprise
Awards took place in West County Hotel for Junior and Intermediate categories. The categories this year included food, tech/manufacturing, retail and crafts. The winners were iHolder in the Junior
Category and Meabhla’s Fairy World in the Intermediate category.
On Thursday 9th March the Senior Category took place. The overall winner was from the tech/manufacturing category and went to
Pentables, Scariff Community College. All three winners will go to
represent Clare in the National Student Enterprise Awards on 3rd
May in Dublin. Over the two days there were 104 stands in the competition with 450 students altogether involved.
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• On Thursday evening the“Let’s Get Exporting” event took place.
Ian Kehoe (pictured above), an award winning journalist, author and
broadcaster was the keynote speaker at this event. He is the Editor
of The Sunday Business Post newspaper. Mr Kehoe spoke on the
challenges facing businesses with the unrest caused by Brexit, the
Trump administration and further unrest ahead with possible outcomes of upcoming European elections. Hugh Fox of Ennis company
Cup Print Ltd and Shannon based Paul Collins of Titan Logistics also
spoke at the event. Both are clients of LEO Clare. Hugh spoke about
how his business grew into the export market. Paul’s company provides a transport solution for exporting abroad and deals with logistics of this at a more competitive rate then a company doing this
themselves. MC on the night was Ciana Campbell.
• The highlight of the final day of LEW was the Regional final of
National Enterprise Awards held at the Old Ground Hotel. First prize
went to Caroline Dunlea and David Brett of Core Optimisation in
Shannon. They are a SEO & Digital Marketing Agency and specialise
in growing online revenue primarily in the hospitality sector. The
runner up was Clubify from Sixmilebridge. Four other local businesses were shortlisted this year, and they were Shade-tech, Newmarketon-Fergus, John Slattery Hygienic Applications, Tulla, Wicked Wholefoods, Killaloe and BackBaller, Shannon. Core Optimisation will now
go on to represent LEO Clare at the National Enterprise Awards in
Dublin on 25th May in the Mansion House.
• On the 22nd March it was announced that a net total of 173 new
jobs delivered in 2016 by small businesses in County Clare that have
been supported by Local Enterprise Office Clare. The figure is the
fourth highest of the country’s 31 Local Enterprise Office network.
The results compiled by Enterprise Ireland, show the total number of
people employed in small businesses supported by Local Enterprise
Office Clare stood at 1,110 (full-time and part-time) at the end of
2016.
• LEO Clare supported a networking event hosted jointly by the
Chambers of Commerce’s of Ennis, Shannon and Limerick held in the
Bunratty Castle Hotel on March 29th. LEO Clare were afforded the
opportunity to speak at the event outlining how we support local
enterprises and the recent success in our job numbers.
Other Events and regular training courses that took place outside of
Enterprise Week during March:
• 1st March – Food Academy Bord Bia held a training session
• 6th March – Complete Digital Marketing
• 9th March – Start Your Own Business Course
• 9th March – Management Development Programme
• 9th March – Start Your Own Business Course
• 9th March – Patents Office Workshop
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
TOURISM
March 2017 - Key Activities

• There was significant international participation in the Ennis
St Patrick’s Day Parade 2017
• Tourism strategy statements for all local authorities were
launched by the Minister for Tourism & Sport
• The tourism season commenced at Loop Head Lighthouse
(above) on 16th March 2017 and it is intended to expand the
season this year to early November 2017
• The Council participated and presented at a national local
authority tourism conference attended by all Cathaolirligh and
Chief Executives as well as key agencies. The conference underlined and emphasised the extensive contribution of local authorities to tourism development and promotion.

• Consultation events for the Shannon Estuary Looped Walk off
the Wild Atlantic Way were hostedby Failte Ireland
• A public consultation on a Draft Sustainable Development
and Visitor Management Plan for Holy Island was held in
Mountshannon on 23rd March 2017
• The 39th European UNESCO Global Geoparks meeting was
hosted in Ennistymon (pictured below)

PLANNING & ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT
March 2017 - Key Activities

• A public consultation event was held in Mountshannon Community Hall where Solearth Architecture, who were commissioned by Clare County Council, presented the Draft Inis Cealtra
(Holy Island) Visitor Management and Sustainable Tourism Development Plan. Over 80 members of the public attended the
presentation which preceded the start of the public consultation period (commencing 24 March) for a period of 4 weeks.
The final date for submissions on the draft plan is 21 April 2017.
• 90 planning applications were received by Clare County
Council in March bringing the total number received for 2017
to 231. 29 pre-planning applications were also received during
the month of March.
• Enforcement – 7 complaints were received, 9 warning letters
were issued, 6 Enforcement Notices were served and 16 files
were closed during the month of March.
• 3 estates were taken in charge by resolution of the Elected
Members at the March meetings of West Clare, Shannon and
Killaloe Municipal Districts, bringing to 5 the total number of
estates taken in charge to date this year.

• The Chief Executive’s Report on the Draft Clare County Council Development Contribution Scheme was circulated to Elected
Members on 13 March 2017 and a workshop was held with
Elected Members regarding same on 31 March. The Scheme is
included as an agenda item on the April Council Meeting.
• Projects are progressing in Clarecastle, Kilkee, Scarriff and
Shannon under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme 2016
and are expected to be completed by mid 2017.
• A Part VIII application was submitted on 10 February for
proposed development of Shannon Town Park along with Rineanna Park to deliver a new flagship Shannon Town Park. The
proposed works include the creation of a natural water feature,
adventure play area and a bandstand/performance area, along
with the formal laying of footpaths, lighting and the creation
of formal and informal seating areas. The development also includes works to the two no. junctions on Bóthar Linne along
the southern perimeter of the site, and the creation of a pedestrian crossing on same. Submissions may be made up to 6 April
2017. The very short timescale is necessary because the project
is largely a landscaping scheme. As such, it facilitates the start
of site works during this summer, in particular the planting/soft
landscaping works, and the tree planting in early autumn..

FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES
PROCUREMENT
The following opportunities were advertised on eTenders during March 2017.
CONTRACT ADVERTISED

CLOSING DATE

Ennistymon - Expressions of Interest for the development of lands at Deerpark/Glen North, Ennistymon, Clare

24th April 2017

Appointment of Consultants Bank Place Bridge

24th March 2017

Craggycaorradan & Doolin Bridge Repair Works

7th April 2017

Electrical Works at Sixmilebridge Courthouse

31st March 2017

Weed Killing in Ennis MD

27th March 2017

Drumcliffe & Corrovorrin Graveyards Grasscutting

1st March 2017

Appointment of Contractor for Ennis South Flood Relief
Framework for Works Contractors for Clare County Council

27th April 2017
9th May 2017
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
March 2017 Actions: Monthly Management Report for the March Monthly Meeting of Clare County Council.

New Communities Facilities Scheme

Preparing a Rural Development Strategy

Clare County Council and the Clare
LCDC (Local Community Development Committee) is inviting applications for funding under a new
€2m nationwide capital grants
scheme for disadvantaged urban
and rural areas announced this month by the Department
of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government.
The Communities Facilities Scheme will run initially from
July 2017 to December 2017 and is focused on providing
small-scale capital grants to help grass roots community
projects get underway or take the next step towards completion.
The Scheme is being administered locally by the Clare Local
Community Development Committee (LCDC) along with the
Municipal Districts under the remit of Clare County Council and will provide capital funding of up to a maximum of
€1,000 per project, for projects falling under a number of
areas, including development/renovation of community
centres, community amenities, youth clubs, sports/recreation facilities, improvements to town parks and common areas and spaces, and Creative Ireland Programme 2017-2022
projects. In 2017 the Government has allocated €64,500 to
the scheme in Clare. It is hoped that this scheme and fund
will develop further in coming years.
The aim of the Scheme is to enhance communities, address
disadvantage and improve social cohesion at a local level by
providing access to small-scale capital grants.
It will operate in a complementary manner with other
schemes or programmes being operated in communities,
including in particular, the SICAP (Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme), a recast RAPID (Revitalising
Areas by Planning, Investment and Development) and CLÁR
(Ceantair Laga Árd Riachtanais) programmes, adding value
to those and other front-line schemes.

The Rural Development Directorate is currently in the
process of supporting the Forum in writing the Rural
Development Strategy. A number of very comprehensive submissions have been received from the public and
various organisations working in the rural development
and community services area.
Two Rural Development Forum workshops were held
during March 2017 together with a Public Information
Session and consultation with community groups. These
meetings have informed the broad shape and direction of
the strategy. A final draft of the Strategy will be presented to the Forum in early April following further consultation workshops.

Photo of IFA farming representatives discussing the Rural
Development Strategy with Pat Dowling, Chief Executive and
Chairperson of the Clare Rural Development Forum.

Joint SPC & CEDRA Workshop

It will also seek to address some of the difficulties local
community groups face very often in terms of accessing
small scale levels of funding to match their own fundraising
efforts, in order to get community projects off the ground.
Applications are now being invited for funding under this
Scheme. Match-funding from other sources is not a requirement for application approval.
Application forms and scheme guidelines may be downloaded from www.clarecoco.ie. or email ruraldev@clarecoco.ie. The closing date for receipt of applications is Friday,
30th June 2017
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A joint meeting of the CEDRA Committee and Rural Development SPC was held on 23rd March 2017. The purpose of the meeting was to consider the content of the
draft Rural Development Strategy. This joint approach by
both committees brought together inputs from Municipal District representatives on CEDRA and policy inputs
from the elected and sector representatives on the Strategic Policy Committee.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Tidy Towns Update

Pilot adult outdoor fitness initiative
The Council is working on a cross-Directorate basis to support a proposal from a local group for LEADER funding. The
Spanish Point Community Group outlined a project initiative
to install 6-7 pieces of outdoor exercise equipment close to
the beach front at Spanish Point. The purpose of this initiative is to encourage health, wellbeing and relaxation for
residents and visitors to the community. Letters of support
have been received from local sports clubs, schools, hotels
and guesthouses in the area.

During March 2017, meetings were held with local tidy
towns groups in Kilrush, Kilbaha and Clarecastle. All three
voluntary groups had a comprehensive programme of works
proposed. On a cross-Directorate basis the Area Offices of
the Physical Development and Rural Development Directorates will jointly work to support local volunteers on tidy
towns initiatives. Further meetings are planned In the coming months,

West Clare Municipal District Meeting
The March 2017 meeting of the West Clare Municipal District focused primarily on roads projects. It also featured a
briefing for various parties interested in the management
and operation of Ennistymon Burial Ground, including the
results of trial-hole digs which were positive in terms of suitable material for burial ground use. There was agreement
to report on further trial-hole digs at a future MD meeting.

The Rural Development Directorate is working with the
community volunteers leading the project. The Environment Department, Physical Development Directorate have
provided initial support and technical guidance to this community group. The Community Group has engaged as part
of the planning process with the Planning Department, Economic Development Directorate. The Social Development
and Rural Development Directorates will work together to
support the local community in planning for their future
responsibility and to consider issues such as maintenance
and insurance for this Outdoor Gym facility. It is intended
that the key learning from this pilot will enable the replication of similar projects in all Municipal Districts in due
course based on available funding.

Visit - Clare Bus
During March, the Rural Development Directorate met with
the voluntary board and staff of the Clare Bus Company onsite in Feakle. Clare Bus was formerly known as Clare Accessible Transport. Clare Bus has made a formal submission to
the Rural Development Forum for the Rural Development
Strategy. This proposes the pursuit of a pilot for community
transport in line with the objectives of the National Action
Plan for Rural Development. Clare Bus also presented to the
March Council Meeting.

Clare in Bloom 2017

The competition is based on three population categories.
Category 1 caters for towns and villages with a population
in excess of 700, Category 2 is for population centres of between 300 and 700 people and Category 3 features villages
with a population less than 300. Judging will take place from
mid-July to mid-August. The competition “acknowledges
the scale of volunteer activity carried out by communities
throughout Clare.

Voluntary groups such as Tidy Towns Groups, Development
Associations, Community Groups and Residents Associations etc., across County Clare have been invited to compete
in the ‘Clare in Bloom Competition 2017’. Hosted by the
Rural Development Directorate of Clare County Council, the
annual competition is a motivational mechanism for local
groups to enhance the visual impact of their settlements by
means of flower, tree and shrub planting.

Ballynacally Tidy Towns was named Overall Winner of the
2016 Clare In Bloom Competition, while Labasheeda Tidy
Towns won the Mayor’s Award.
2017 Clare In Bloom Competition application forms, which
may be downloaded from www.clarecoco.ie, must be returned to the Rural Development Directorate, Clare County
Council, Arás Contae an Chláir, New Road, Ennis, Co. Clare.
Closing date for receipt of applications is 4.00 p.m. on
Wednesday 31st May 2017.

Cash prizes for the purpose of furthering projects in the local community will be awarded to category winners at Clare
County Council’s awards ceremony in October. Sponsorship
is this year being provided by ESB Moneypoint and Roche
Ireland with matching funding from Clare County Council.
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Further information on Clare in Bloom is available from
www.clarecoco.ie or (065) 6846428.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
(Housing, Sport & Amenities and Cultural Services)

HOUSING
Significant progress was achieved across all areas of the Social
Development Directorate in the month of March 2017. March
ended with the positive news that one of our applications
(Claureen) for LIHAF funding (Local Infrastructure
Housing Activation Fund), i.e. funding to provide
infrastructure to release lands for development for
housing, was successful. Nationally, the Repair & Leasing
Scheme was launched and during 2017 in addition to good
value acquisitions we hope to make good use of this Scheme.

In March, the Council viewed 29 dwellings, contracts have
been signed for 9 no. and sales closed in respect of 6
properties.
Offers have been made on a further 16
properties. While Department funding remains available
and value continues to exist in the market, every effort is being made on an ongoing basis to maximise the number of
house purchases so as to reduce the number on the Council’s
housing waiting list. The Council continues to work with
agencies to provide accommodation for homeless persons
and a number of homeless specific acquisitions are near
completion.
The number of presentations at our Homelessness Unit up
to 24th March was 37 with the Hostel at Laurel Lodge fully
occupied (13 beds) throughout the month. The number in
emergency accommodation (B&B) as of 24th March was 22
adults with 19 dependents.
Under Rental and Leasing, there are 1079 no. HAP (Housing
Assistance Scheme) tenancies in Clare. In 2017, the Council has
also entered agreements for 5 short term leases, 3 long term
leases and 14 leases arranged through Approved Housing
Bodies. To date there are 113 active short term leases, 87
active long term leases and 77 voluntary leases with Approved
Housing Bodies.
The Section continues at pace with the Refurbishment and
Maintenance of current and acquired stock. The number of
Voids/casual vacancies at the beginning of March was 30 and
this figure does not include properties which have become
vacant after 1st March nor does it include acquisitions and
long-term voids. Further improvement has occurred in the
reduction of the average vacancy period now standing at
114 days or just over 16 weeks. This is down from 121 days
last month and 178 days the previous month with further
improvement envisaged where possible. The number of
voids/vacant houses returned to stock after refurbishment during March 2017 was 13 with a further 13
undergoing refurbishment works during the month.
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The number of Maintenance calls from our Tenants remains
high with 240 calls logged on iHouse during March.
Planned Maintenance
Currently, the Social Directorate is preparing tender
documents to update the Council’s contractors’ framework.
During April adverts for this framework will appear on
eTenders and local and regional media. Work is also ongoing
on tender documents preparation to enable the Council carry
out a structural condition survey on all of its housing stock.
Work is also underway with the IT section to make it easier for customers of the Council’s housing services to access
these services through the roll-out of a new Housing CRM
system.

Capital Construction
Clare County Council continues to review the development
options in particular in the high pressure areas of the
County.
A public consultation event for a strategic
approach to the lands in the ownership of Clare County
Council in Baurroe, Feakle took place on the 21st at the
local National School. There was a good attendance by
locals and the design team headed up by Reddy Architecture + Urbanism will now prepare a response to the information gathered that evening, including the location for the
proposed 10 housing units under the current capital
scheme.
The National Development Finance Agency’s
(NDFA) design team for the Shannon proposal are now at preplanning stage. The NDFA plan to submit for planning in July/
August 2017.
Grants
Currently a review of all applications on our waiting list for
grants is taking place with those applications that on our
waiting list for over 18 months being finalised for
approvals over the coming weeks. Applicant Priority is assessed
on medical, compassionate and waiting time criteria.
Letters of referral and support from HSE medical
professionals is required for applications to receive
immediate funding. The Council is currently reviewing
all application on the waiting list under the three grant
schemes and prioritising them for approval based on the
above criteria. As of the end of Match, approvals for 47
projects at a total cost of €319,285 have been issued to
date.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
(Housing, Sport & Amenities and Cultural Services)

SPORT & RECREATIONAL
The organisation is child-centred and the focus is on participation rather than winning. Children compete in friendly rivalry, in
a fun and healthy way.

Atlantic Area Project

To qualify for the National Festival - individual participants must
first compete at an area, then at County and sometimes at Provincial level.

In partnership with other EU partners the Council has applied
for EU funding under the Erasmus plus programme for the transnational Atlantic Youth Project.
This Project wishes to contribute to the implementation of the
EU’s Atlantic Maritime Strategy, mainly through the development of the maritime culture among young people in Clare,
especially through water sports and maritime education in
schools and clubs.

7,000 children compete in the National Festivals every year.
Clare County Community Games qualifying heats and finals are
taking place at both the Leisure Complex and Lees Road Facility,
for swimming, track and field events respectively.
The finals are scheduled for May at Lees Road and the Leisure
Complex with over 1,500 children participating.

Ireland Active White Flag of Excellence
Active Ennis Leisure Complex has begun preparations for its
17th White Flag for Excellence Award, Gold Standard, and the
retention of our Gold Standard for Disability Awareness.
It should be noted that the Leisure Complex is the only facility in
the Region, with the following facilities available to users:

The Atlantic Area Project is entitled Strategic Partnerships in
School Education - Innovation Development and includes the
5 partner Countries of Ireland, Portugal, Spain, France & U.K..
The projective objective is to make the Atlantic Area an excellence area for maritime culture for young people and aid in providing for their interest in ocean issues and maritime careers.
Proposed activity areas include Maritime and coastal development; Maritime education; Maritime sport and culture and Social inclusion.

Clare Community Games Qualifiers & Finals

• 2 x Hoists, one on the pool deck
another in the changing area.
• AlterG Anti Gravity Treadmill
• Motomed, Movement Therapy
System
• Wheel Chair
• Allocated Lockers at user friendly
heights
• Shower Chair
• Signs for Assisted Parking
• Evacuation Chair
The White Flag awards scheme is coordinated by Ireland Active,
formerly known as the Institute of Leisure and Amenity Management (ILAM). The awards recognise standards of excellence
in health and leisure facilities and are aimed at sports halls, fitness studios, health suites, spas, gyms and swimming pools.

The Clare Community Games Qualifiers and Finals will be hosted at Active Ennis Sports and Amenity Park, Lees Road during
the coming weeks.
The Community Games was founded in 1967 - 50 years ago
this year. Its main objective is to provide young people with
the means and the opportunity to utilise their leisure time in a
healthy and productive way.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
CULTURAL SERVICES

CLARE MUSEUM

– LIBRARY, ARTS, MUSEUM, ARCHIVES

• Three different workshops for schools were held during

the month and 141 pupils from 7 schools attended.

Clare County Library

• A total of 55 items were donated to the museum during month and all were catalogued and accessioned into
the collection.

• Public Consultations on the proposed New County Library were scheduled in the DeValera Library, Ennis, and
in Ennistymon, Kilrush, Scariff and Shannon in March. Two
consultations also took place in glór.

An inventory of the museum collection, necessary for
accreditation purposes, was completed and the collection
now stands at 4,384 items. 74% of the collection is uncatalogued.

•

• Advances were made in preparation for the application for Full Accreditation under the Museum Standards
Programme for Ireland: both the plan for clearing the
cataloguing backlog and the Collection Care Strategy are
nearing completion.

CLARE ARTS OFFICE
• The Artist in Schools scheme continued in national

schools in Bodyke NS, New Quay NS and Mol an Oige NS.

• A Public Consultation for Creative Ireland takes place
in the Temple Gate Hotel on 30th March.

• Traditional Singers in Residence completed their series of workshops in primary schools in Miltown Malbay,
Cloughleigh, Newmarket on Fergus, St. Aidan’s Shannon
and in Kilrush NS.

• Computer Classes are running in collaboration with
volunteers from Friends Ireland at Shannon, and in collaboration with West Clare Family Resource Centre in Kilkee.
Friends Ireland classes also took place in DeValera Library,
Ennis. Movie Screenings for adults were held in Killaloe
and Scariff libraries. Two Family Science Workshops to
mark Family Learning Day as part of Adult Learners’ Festival also took place in Scariff and Killaloe. The Ennis Book
Club Festival was a big success in early March, with support from Clare Library.

• A workshop took place in the County Museum and the

singing circle met twice in glór.

• The Embrace Arts and Disability workshops continued

with programmes starting in the Dulick Centre, Brothers
of Charity, Knocakaderry and Rehabcare Shannon.

• Clare County Library hosted twenty outreach events
in March to promote Seachtain na Gaeilge and World
Book Day and collaborated with Ennis Book Club Festival
for some of its Teen Week programme. Events included
art and illustration workshops based on children’s books.
Storytime in the Irish language took place in almost all 15
library branches and Teen Week ran in Ennis and Ennistymon Libraries. Audiences ranged from children in preschool to young adults in Secondary Schools. Planning for
the LGMA National Spring Into Storytime Campaign was
completed with nine participating library branches ready
to roll out the initiative in April. The library slot on Clare
FM Radio Book Club continues monthly, as do book club
meetings and regular storytime sessions. The monthly library visit to Kilmaley Daycare Centre took place at which
elderly residents and day visitors welcomed a new selection of books and advice on reading choices. A visit to St
Joseph’s Hospital also took place as part of the outreach
services.

• The Quiet Tree, a musical theatre production for early

years children took place in Cultúrlann Sweeney, Kilkee.
The commission for the Carrigaholt Roundabout in Kilkee
was awarded to the artist Paddy Murray.

• The Arts Act Grants Scheme assessments were com-

pleted and went before the March Council meeting for
approval.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

for Route Lighting in 2017 as in 2016 this represents an increase
of 11% when compared with the 2016 – noting that details of the
annual overlay programme have yet to be confirmed.

Implementation of the 2016 Roadworks Programme, including the
elements which had to be carried over to early 2017, have been
completed and the allocations to facilitate same were also carried
over to 2017.

•
€14,803,865 from the DTTAS in respect of Non-National
routes – an increase of 13.8% when compared with the 2016 allocation of €13,041,587.
•
€2,839,359 from the Council’s Own Resources – an increase of 0.77% when compared with the 2016 allocation.
•

The foregoing adds up to a total fund of €18,488,945.

Included in the above €18.488 million figure is an allocation of €1
million for the R458 Latoon Creek Bridge repair works as well as
€0.676 million for Bridge Rehabilitation Works on Regional and Local Roads. There is also an increase of approximately 10% in the
Restoration Improvement Grant
The Roadworks Programme for 2017 has been prepared and has
been presented at three of the four MD meetings held in March.
With regard to the 2017 Roadworks Programme the following are
the overall allocations confirmed from the three funding sources
which facilitate the overall budget provision:

At the time of writing, two of the four MD’s (Ennis and Shannon)
have approved their respective Schedules of Municipal District
Works.

•
€845,721 from the TII in respect of National routes excluding Traffic Route Lighting. Assuming the same level of funding

Preparation for implementation of the various programmes are
ongoing.

CAPITAL PROJECTS
The following is the up-to-date position in relation to a no. of strategic projects which are at various stages of development.

in relation to the development of a new accommodation building,
parking and other ancillary facilities and the development of traffic management and car and coach parking facilities in the vicinity
of Fisher Street.

•
Killaloe By-Pass – The protracted Judicial Review and
subsequent appeals concluded in November, 2016 with confirmation of final approval for the project. Notices to Treat were
served and the submissions received in response to same have
been examined. Some initial liaison has taken place with some
property owners. An allocation of €500,000 is included in the
2017 Schedule of Road Grants to facilitate this.

•
Blakes Corner – During the second half of 2016, separate
determinations from TII and An Bord Pleannala confirmed that a 2
stage approach to approval to the project would not be acceptable
and that the appropriate Planning Process to deal with it would be
the Part VIII procedure. The steering group is presently considering options based on the current position as outlined above and
liaison is continuing with TII.

•
Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – Preliminary Design work is ongoing. As Councillors are aware, the formal Development Plan variation pertaining to the Clare section of
the project was passed in July, 2015, and shortly thereafter, the
equivalent proposed variation of the Limerick County Development Plan was defeated by Limerick Councillors. Limerick City
and County Council has recently been reconsidering its position
on the matter and arising from same, a new variation process is
ongoing in relation to the same route corridor as was considered
previously but with the benefit of enhanced provision for interaction with the strategic route network at the Limerick end of the
corridor to deal with ongoing capacity difficulties including in the
vicinity of the junction with the M7 motorway.

•
N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme: Preliminary Design work is reaching a conclusion and Ennis MD Councillors were
briefed recently regarding the preferred route proposal. Consultation with effected property owners is ongoing.
•
Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – The project has been
approved by the OPW and the formal tender process is ongoing –
hoping to have contract works underway by mid-summer.
•
Cappahard Roundabout and Drainage Works, Ennis:
The contract is substantially completed and the new roundabout
is fully operational.
•
West Clare Railway Greenway –  Construction work is
completed on the 3km section from Ennis Town Centre to Lees
Road Sports and Amenity Park.
A briefing document is being
prepared to facilitate liaison with the Department of Transport
regarding a strategic approach to be adapted in relation to the
development of the overall project – 44km of cycleway along the
route of the West Clare Railway (in so far as is feasible) from Ennis
to Lahinch.

•
Doolin Pier and Village Masterplan – The Doolin Pier
construction project was completed in mid-June of 2015 and the
level of activity in terms of ferry operations has increased significantly over the past 2 tourist seasons as a result of the additional
flexibility and opportunity afforded by the development. Consultants are presently expected to provide a draft masterplan later this
month and to be in a position to submit formal planning proposals
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

STORM DAMAGE (Jan/Feb 2014)

•
Cumulative expenditure to end of 2016 closed out at €13 million. Contract works which are presently ongoing will result in
this accumulating to approximately €15.5 million over the next number of weeks.
•
The sum remaining to be spent in relation to the coastal damage repair programme is €4.5 million. The programme pertaining to same should be substantially completed during the second quarter of 2017 (with the exception of Lahinch) pending successful
passage through outstanding planning process’s and other factors outside our control.
•
Separately, the strategy pertaining to coastal strengthening proposals is ongoing – as per details set out in the above table.
The cost of Feasibility Studies and other ancillary outlay is being separately funded by the Office of Public Works and is not part of the
sums referred to under the previous 2 bullet points.
The following table sets out the current position in relation to Strengthening and significant Remediation projects:

PROJECT

CURRENT SITUATION

Cloughaninchy

A further amended proposal (third proposal) has been prepared in draft format by the consultants for consideration – this proposal has a positive Benefit Cost Ratio (BCR) and consultation
with the local community re same is ongoing before deciding on whether to forward the proposal to the OPW.

New Quay/Aughinish

Draft Feasibility Study submitted by consultants – being examined – difficult to identify a positive
BCR solution in this case.

Doolin

Feasibility Study nearing completion

Liscannor Bay: Clehane, Adjacent Feasibiliity Study completed and submitted to the OPW – having been amended to reflect reto Pitch & Putt, Liscannor
sponses to queries raised by the Council – response currently awaited from the OPW.
Lehinch Central (Prom Area)

Contract ongoing – now approximately 80% completed – to be completion in advance of the
2017 tourist season.

Lehinch South

Consultants design work ongoing. Formal planning process (Part VIII) ongoing also – due to conclude in May. The ancillary Foreshore Licence Application is presently at the public consultation
stage.

Whitestrand (Milltown Malbay), Feasibility Study completed and submitted to the OPW – response awaited.
Spanish Point, Quilty
Ross Bay

Strengthening requirements – application to appoint consultant to carry out Feasibiliry Study still
under consideration by the OPW.

Kilbaha

Feasibility Study draft completed – being discussed with Consultants to facilitate final draft preparation in advance of submission to the OPW.

Atlantic Coastline/IFA

Contract works in Farrihy ongoing and completed in Doonmore. Significant environmental sensitivities elsewhere which may result in works curtailment – liaison ongoing at present with NPWS
in relation to Lough Donnell.

WINTER 2015/16 – flooding impact:
Arising from the extreme flood events of the 2015/16 Winter period, the Council has been pursuing feasible solutions in a number
of areas with a view to minimisation of risk in the event that situations of a similar nature occur again. Among the locations under
consideration are Springfield, Milltown Malbay, Ballyvaughan and
Murtyclough (near New Quay) – the up to date position in relation
to each is as follows:
• Springfield, Clonlara: Following of from provision of additional
information by the Council and submission of an ancillary appeal,
the OPW has carried out a review of its original findings. The draft
outcome of this review is encouraging. It identifies a potential positive BCR solution which envisages the construction of an embankment with a 1/1000 year level of protection between the vulnerable residential area of Springfield and the Shannon River Channel.
The Council continues to liaise with the OPW with a view to development of an implementation strategy in relation to this proposal.
• Milltown Malbay: A hydrological assessment of the Northern
part of the town, centred around Church Street was completed re-

cently and proposes a solution which would involve upgrading of
existing culvert and drainage infrastructure as well as extension of
the down-gradiant open channel system to facilitate efficient disposal of surface water to the Cleadagh River. Procurement of a
consultant is ongoing to facilitate preparation of a formal planning
application, to be followed by application to the OPW for funding to
implement the proposed solution.
• Ballyvaughan: A hydrological assessment in relation to the problems experienced in Ballyvaughan has been completed. The proposed solution would involve capacity adjustment of the existing
channel and outfall facilitating drainage of the catchment which
heretofore hasn’t been able to cope in extreme flooding situations.
The BCR is marginally positive and the next step is to appoint a
consultant to facilitate pursuit of planning approval, funding and
implementation.
• Murtyclough: The N67 was closed to traffic for 6 weeks in late
2015/early 2016 and the recommended solution, following a hydrological assessment, involves the provision of a pumping station
to dispose of surplus flood water to Galway Bay. There are significant environmental designations and sensitivities in the area. The
project consultant is to prepare a formal planning application following which funding to facilitate implementation will be pursued.
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WATER SERVICES

be challenging in its delivery due to the reduction in water services staff
complement.

Water Services reform and other issues:
• Despite the original timescale of late March 2017 for the roll out of
WIOF (Water Industry Operating Framework) there has been no further
announcements to date in this regard.

The most significant individual operational items during the month were:
Water – There were no major outages or mains breaks during March. The
Clare Disinfection Project which is being carried out at the larger Water
Treatment Plants in the County for Irish Water is progressing well.

• Clare County Council and Trade Union representatives also met with
the Work Place Relations Commission (WRC) in March to further progress
internal restructuring of water services delivery operations in the county.

Wastewater – Repair works are well underway at the Kilkee Waste Water
Pumping station. The new pressure vessels have been delivered to site
and are awaiting installation. The pipework within the station has also
been replaced and ongoing civil works involving the installation of a new
access stairs ,concrete plinths and thrust blocks are nearing completion.

• Other transformation projects – including regional capital offices,
national laboratory strategy, and planned maintenance – are being progressed but there have been no major developments on them either during March.

Work to install the new equipment at the pumping station has progressed
throughout March and will continue into April, with commissioning and
optimisation due to be complete by mid-May in time for the 2017 bathing season.

Water & Wastewater operational – key points
Clare County Council continue to score well in the first quarter of 2017
under the 64 key performance indicators of the Annual Service Plan (ASP)
2017 reporting tool. The Annual Service Plan delivery will continue to

A ‘Do Not Swim’ notice issued by Clare County Council in December remains in place pending completion of the work at the pumping station.

WATER SERVICES (Capital projects): Irish Water has received tenders from consultant engineers for projects in the 2017-2021 Capital Investment Programme (CIP). The initial tender evaluation has been completed and we are awaiting the final phase of the evaluation which is conducted by IW.
The 2017-2021 CIP currently includes continuation of wastewater treatment upgrades at Quin and Kilfenora. Hereunder is a summary of any changes in
status of significant capital projects since the February 2017 monthly report.

WATER PROJECTS
Ennis water mains rehabilitation project phase 2

Work to rectify control issues on the ring main along the N85 has commenced. The contract is being undertaken by
Ward & Burke and will take approximately 8 weeks to complete.

Rockmount WTP

Irish Water has approved funding for the following works in relation to Rockmount WTP:
•
Purchase land and construct a pumping station north of Milltown Malbay.
•
Decommission the existing Rockmount WTP.
•
Construct new 2,000 cubic meter reservoir on the site of the decommissioned WTP.
•
Linkage to existing countywide SCADA, consistent with IW Specifications.
•
Tender documents are currently under review.
The land has now been purchased and the pumping station is due to be completed in the next 8 weeks.

WASTEWATER PROJECTS
Clonroadmore wastewater
treatment plant (Ennis) upgrade

The construction stage and the first period of process proving have been completed. Process proving issues are not
expected to be rectified until the end of April 2017.

Shannon wastewater treatment The project is approximately 99% complete but is behind programme. The civil and mechanical-electrical construcplant upgrade phase 1 – inlet tion elements are completed. The process validation period is complete. The 56 day flow & load survey commenced
works
on the 13th March. The anticipated completion date is the 8th May 2017. The commissioning certificate has been
issued.
Shannon Town Sewer Network
Survey

Surveys and cleaning of all pump stations has commenced in conjunction with a Flow, Load, Rainfall and Sampling
contract. Ensen has been awarded this 4 month contract. The sampling element of this contract has been extended
for a further 8 weeks. This will feed into a Model build and verification. Project completion is Q3 2017.

Kilfenora WWTP upgrade

Design Review Report has been submitted and is under review by IW.

Quin WWTP upgrade

The Design Review Report has been accepted by IW Asset Strategy. A meeting with Clare County Council Planning
Section will be set up to progress the project to the next stage, Detailed Design.

Flow Monitoring Project

The design review has been completed by Clare County Council project staff and IW and has been returned to the
contractor for further analysis.

Rural Water: Clare County Council is awaiting information from the

DHPCLG on when we can make submissions for the 2017 RWP allocation.
There is still no update or other information on when submissions can be
made which may have a knock on effect on the delivery of the rural water
programme in 2017.
No further Clare group water schemes have been taken over by IW during March 2017. The Rural Water team has written to IW requesting that
18 schemes in Clare be considered for takeover in 2017 on a phased approach. 4no. schemes have been forwarded to IW for takeover which were
discussed at the Tier 3 Service Level Agreement meeting between CCC

and IW held on the 21st March 2017. There is a requirement for the 4
schemes to forward additional information to IW
No further discussions in relation to Group Sewerage Schemes took place
in March 2017. CCC were previously advised that the process was being
trialed in another County with Clare next if the process is approved.
Non Domestic Metering: Discussions are continuing with IW on management of future meter reading. An Assistant Staff Officer ,on a part
time basis, has now been appointed to liaise with Irish Water on billing/
metering issues.
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FIRE & BUILDING CONTROL
Fire & Building Control Section (Main Activities) MARCH 2017 2017 TO DATE

2016
Total

Number of Emergency Calls Attended

79

199

851

Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated
Number of Disability Access Certificates Received
Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted

9
5
1
10

28
25*
1
19

4

15

100
103
9
67
49

Number of Commencement Notices Received
Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints

30
0

82
4

327
25

*Please note that there was an error in the January figure for number of Fire Safety Certificates

Civil Defence Long Service Awards
Long Service Awards were presented to Civil
Defence Members who have served 10 years
or more with the organisation at a ceremony in
March. James Dormer was presented with an award
marking 40 years of service with Clare Civil Defence.
The ceremony was attended by Cllr. Bill
Chambers, Cathaoirleach of Clare County Council; Cllr. Ann Norton, Mayor of Ennis; and Mr. Pat
Dowling, Chief Executive of Clare County Council.

PUBLIC LIGHTING
Clare County Council has responsibility for the management and maintenance of
more than 13,000 public lights in the county (CCC does not have responsibility for
those pertaining to the Motorway Network). These lights are maintained under contract by Airtricity – in general, the contract is working well and in compliance in that
the number of public lights which are out of order at any time doesn’t exceed 2%.
Public Lighting is the single biggest energy consumption component of the Councils
infrastructure and significant investment is required in this area if the current statutory target of achieving a carbon footprint reduction of 33% by 2020 is to materialise
– options to facilitate progress in this regard are being examined – both in local and
National contexts.

achievement of the 2020 objective.

Over the past number of months, all counties have fed into the development of a
National Invertory of Public Lights which will facilitate forward planning towards

Over the coming years it is likely that there will be a significant conversion to LED lighting and the Council has implemented a number of schemes using this technology on the basis that energy savings will result in them paying from themselves
(with grant support) over a relatively short period of time. A further application for funding to facilitate works of this
nature has been submitted to TII/SEAI recently to facilitate works in the Kilrush area and an outcome in respect of this
application is awaited.
For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults:
•
Internet: Direct reporting on our website – www.airtricitysolutions.com
•
Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions dedicated Call Centre – 1850 372 772
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ENVIRONMENT
Flood Remediation
Following Clare County Council’s response to the Flood Risk Management Plan, the OPW have reconsidered Springfield Clonlara
and included 2015 flood data in their study. This has resulted in a
scheme preliminary design option being developed for Springfield
Clonlara which meets the cost/benefit ratio criteria for a feasible
scheme. The OPW held a Public Consultation Day on 23rd March in
Castleconnell to display the Flood Remediation Options for Springfield, Castleconell and Mountpellier.

Two of the three court cases relating to illegal waste activities in
the county and heard in court in March are still pending and one
had a successful outcome. There were 13 litter fines, 6 Abandoned
Car Notices and 1 Section 18 Notice issued in March. Out-of-hours
(evening and weekend) investigations are being planned to counter
various illegal activities concerning littering and waste management
practices.
To promote compliance with the Presentation of Waste By-Laws,
layout proposals for commercial bin enclosures around Ennis Town
have been developed and these plans are advancing with the various stakeholders who include the Conservation Officer, Municipal
District, Councillors, local businesses and other relevant parties. It is
intended to carry out similar work throughout the county as circumstances require and resources permit.
A technical report was prepared in relation to the three sites proposed to receive commercial bin enclosures in Ennis. From this, the
largest of the proposed sites at Friary Car Park will now be developed as a pilot project. Final details are being examined with a view
to having the site in place in time for the commencement of Fleadh
Cheoil na hEireann, 2017.
Oil Pollution Management

Clare County Council is satisfied in principle with the proposed option outlined for Springfield, subject to detail design. The Springfield
residents group expressed their satisfaction with developments and
with the option proposed on the day.

Clare County Council will host an oil pollution training exercise in
Spanish Point planned for April 2017 as required by SEAPT (Shannon
Estuary Anti-Pollution Team) and the Oil Spill and HNS Contingency
Plan. Preparation is ongoing.

Waste - Enforcement, Regulation and Management

Water Scientific Services and Laboratory

The Waste Enforcement Unit continued to carry out Inspections on
a continuing basis throughout March in accordance with the Environmental Inspection Plan (based on RMCEI criteria). Inspections
of Certificates of Registration, Waste Facility Permits and Collection
Permit compliances were included. These inspections included for
elements such as the Food Waste, WEEE, tyres and packaging regulations, etc. as well as ongoing main Waste Management Act and
Litter Acts enforcement.

The inspection and audit programme for Section 4 Licences for 2017
is currently underway.

Work continued in policing and prosecution of illegal waste activity. CCTV equipment is in place and is being re-located again to a
new ‘problem’ location. This equipment will be re-located as circumstances require and ‘black spots’ are identified. The Enforcement team has deployed a further 4 no. mobile cameras for covert
surveillance at known litter problem points in the county.

Administration staff continued to work on contacting S4 Licence
holders for outstanding licence fees.
Pollution complaints handling continued in March with recording,
investigating and reporting with appropriate actions carried out in
accordance with RMCEI criteria.
Environment continues to provide Scientific Environmental reports
to the Planning Authority which adhere to planning deadline requirements
Bathing Water
There is now a new identified Bathing Water in Clare - Seafield
Quilty. Water samples have always been taken at Quilty during
the bathing season. It has very good water quality, it has lifeguards
during the season but until now it was not “identified” to the EPA.
A bathing water profile has been completed and as Seafield is now
identified to the EPA they will classify it into one of four water quality categories: Poor, Sufficient, Good or Excellent based on 16 cumulative bathing water sample results from the date that it is identified
to them. The EPA will record the results in their annual bathing water report and will report results during the season on their website
on “Splash”.
A prohibition Notice on Bathing in Kilkee issued on 21 December
2016 on the instruction of the HSE and in consultation with Irish
Water, following the failure of a storm surge vessel at the Irish Water pump station in Kilkee. The Notice remained in place for April.
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PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Beaches - Capital Projects
Appraisal of tenders for the new public toilets at Lahinch remains ongoing. This process
is being moved forward by the Design Team.
The further information sought as part of the Part 8 planning application for the Spanish Point site is currently being prepared by the design consultant. This response has
required additional site monitoring to be carried out by the Consultant but this process
is now well underway and is expected to be completed in the coming weeks. The formal
response will then be lodged with the Planning Department.

Detail design for the Spanish Point site is also well advanced and it is intended to tender
the project over the summer months with a view to completing the construction works before the year’s end.
Design proposals for the Kilkee public toilets are currently being developed in-house. The intention here is to prepare a Part 8 planning
application for lodgement as soon as possible.
Resolution of technical and safety issues around the diving boards at Newfoundout, Kilkee, have progressed well since the last update.
Discussions are now taking place with Contractors to implement the recommendations from the Consultants report to allow the site to
be reopened as soon as possible.
Education and Awareness
Tidy Towns clinics continued this month at Clare County Council HQ. Groups were invited to have an allocated period of time to get expert guidance from Lorraine Power, Tidy Towns adjudicator and Karen Foley, Environmental Awareness Officer. There is a strong focus on
guiding groups in the implementation of community initiatives relevant to the ‘Sustainable Waste & Resource Management’ as this is a
challenging category for many groups. Groups were asked to have a think about their questions regarding present and planned projects
in any of the Tidy Towns categories.
Green School visits are ongoing across the county this month and work continued with supporting community groups around Clare as
part of the Clean Coast Programme.
Central Waste Management Facility
Drawings showing the restoration plan for the landfill area have been submitted to the environmental protection agency for their consideration. This proposal aims to maximise habitat diversity by constructing a wetland system in the unfilled area of the original proposed
landfill footprint.
Legislative compliance, RMCEI enforcement, inspection, prosecution, management
On average over 500 inspections, warning notices, enforcement and advisory notices issue in accordance with the requirements of the
EPA agreed Environmental Inspection Plan each month.
Energy Report
Energy Consumption data for Clare County Council is being prepared for the annual statutory reports under SI 426. The data will be uploaded to the SEAI website by mid April, ahead of the May 5th deadline.
The summary findings of the Energy Management System to date are:-

ITEM

COMMENT

Energy Management System

• The Energy Management Policy has been signed by the Chief Executive and
Directors
• The Energy Management Team meets every 4-6 weeks to review progress on energy efficiency
• ISO 50001 training is ongoing for staff responsible for Significant Energy Users

Energy Costs

Energy Costs has reduced by €373,257 (13.3%) since 2014. The reduction in energy costs is
attributable to the benefit centralised energy tariff negotiations.

Energy Consumption

The quantity of energy consumption in kWh, has increased by 3.2 million kWh (17.3%) since
2014. The increases have occurred in the provision of increased public lights and in large
buildings

Energy Performance

Clare County Council has achieved an increase in energy performance of 16% towards the
required 33% by 2020. In order to meet the 33% target an investment of €465,00 is required
every year for the next 4 years.
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