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1.0 Introduction 
 

This socio-economic evidence base for County Clare provides a profile of the County taking an approach that 
is inter-generational (1981-2011), gender-based (Female/Male) and spatial (County, Municipal District and 
Electoral Division). While generally drawing on Census of Population Data, the most recent point-in-time 
data, (e.g. Live Register) is also presented. A number of topics are examined using this approach, namely, 
Population, Employment/Economy, Education, Poverty Reduction and Energy. 

 The commentary on the data is contained in Chapter 6 of the document “Clare County Local Economic and 
Community Plan 2016 - 2021” accessible at www.clarecoco.ie/community/LECP. The evidence provided in 
this document is intended for use as a support tool for Local Economic and Community planning and decision 
making.  

If you find any anomalies or inconsistencies, please email dceoff@clarecoco.ie and mark your message 
“Socio-Economic Evidence Base.
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2.0. Population 

2.1. Population Changes 1981 - 2011 

Diagram 2.1.1. Clare Population Trends 1981 -2011 

 

 

Diagram 2.1.2.  Trends in Population in Ireland and Clare 1981 – 2011 
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Diagram 2.1.3. Clare Inter-censal Change in Population 

 

Diagram 2.1.4. Clare Population Trends Male & Female 1981 – 2011 

 

Diagram 2.1.5.  Population Change in Clare’s Municipal Districts 1981 - 2011 
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Diagrams 2.1.6. Percentage Population Change in Municipal Districts 1981 - 2011 
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Table 2.1.1. Population of Towns and Villages 2006, 2011 

  Pop  2011 Pop 2006 % Change ‘06 – ‘11 
County Population 117,196 110,950 5.6% 

Total Settlement (as % Tot Pop) 58,447 (49.9%) 53,492 (48.2%) 9.3% 
Liscannor                                         129 71 82% 
Quin                                              935 565 65% 
Sixmilebridge                                     2,507 1,659 51% 
Corofin                                           689 485 42% 
Miltown Malbay                                    777 570 36% 
Kilfenora                                         220 169 30% 
Killaloe                                          1,292 1,035 25% 
Clonlara                                          627 504 24% 
Crusheen                                          467 377 24% 
Kildysart                                         378 311 22% 
Ardskeagh                                         297 245 21% 
Ardnacrusha (Castlebank)                          1,414 1,169 21% 
Inagh                                             204 170 20% 
Doonbeg                                           272 228 19% 
Ennistymon                                        957 813 18% 
Kilmihill                                         426 362 18% 
Kilkishen                                         520 443 17% 
Ballyvaughan                                      258 224 15% 
Newmarket-On-Fergus                               1,773 1,542 15% 
Mountshannon                                      152 133 14% 
Lahinch                                           642 607 6% 
Shannon Legal Town                                9,673 9,222 5% 
Cratloe                                           674 643 5% 
Kilmurry                                          291 278 5% 
Ennis Legal Town and its 
Environs                 25,360 24,253 5% 
Tulla                                             662 645 3% 
Scarriff                                          816 798 2% 
Kilrush Legal Town and its 
Environs               2,695 2,694 0% 
Ballycannan                                       646 651 -1% 
Lisdoonvarna                                      739 767 -4% 
Feakle                                            113 122 -7% 
Kilkee Legal Town and its 
Environs                1,139 1,325 -14% 
Whitegate                                         176 218 -19% 
Quilty .. 194   
Bunratty                                          219 ..   
Lissycasey                                        308 ..   
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Map 2.1.1.Population Change 1981 – 2011 by Electoral Division (ED) 
 

 

Map 2.1.2. Population Change 2006 – 2011 by Electoral Division (ED) 
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2.2 Population Density 

Map 2.2.1 Population Density (People per Ha.)  2011 by Electoral Division (ED) 

 

Map 2.2.2. Population Density 1981 by Electoral Division (ED) 
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2.3 Population Migration 

Diagram 2.3.1. Inter-censal change of the 0 - 9 yr cohort of 1981 by Sex 

 
 

Diagrams 2.3.2. MD Inter-censal change of the 0 - 9 yr cohort of 1981 by Sex 
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Table 2.3.1 County Clare In/Out migration 1996-2011 by Gender 

Age Cohort M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F

0-4 3,449   3,252   3,829   3,804   3,829 3,804 3,829   3,804   4,106   4,100   4106 4100 4,106   4,100   4,575   4,330   4,575 4,330
5-9 3,944   3,745   3,888   3,552   439 300 3,888   3,552   4,055   4,063   226 259 4,055   4,063   4,357   4,367   251 267
10-14 4,660   4,415   3,967   3,834   23 89 3,967   3,834   3,959   3,690   71 138 3,959   3,690   4,229   4,223   174 160

 Total 10-14 12,053 11,412 11,684 11,190 4,291 4,193 11,684 11,190 12,120 11,853 4403 4497 12,120 11,853 13,161 12,920 5,000 4,757

15-19 4,455   4,184   4,101   3,678   -559 -737 4,101   3,678   3,788   3,481   -179 -353 3,788   3,481   3,735   3,573   -224 -117
20-24 3,348   2,931   3,603   3,295   -852 -889 3,603   3,295   3,741   3,312   -360 -366 3,741   3,312   3,235   3,225   -553 -256
25-29 2,971   2,832   3,555   3,548   207 617 3,555   3,548   4,083   3,877   480 582 4,083   3,877   3,603   3,709   -138 397
30-34 3,086   3,093   3,858   3,917   887 1,085 3,858   3,917   4,304   4,310   749 762 4,304   4,310   4,294   4,405   211 528
35-39 3,369   3,238   3,952   3,884   866 791 3,952   3,884   4,496   4,257   638 340 4,496   4,257   4,423   4,701   119 391
40-44 3,216   3,178   3,728   3,662   359 424 3,728   3,662   4,199   4,047   247 163 4,199   4,047   4,492   4,428   -4 171
45-49 3,276   3,124   3,476   3,371   260 193 3,476   3,371   3,914   3,670   186 8 3,914   3,670   4,080   4,113   -119 66
50-54 2,708   2,393   3,448   3,173   172 49 3,448   3,173   3,464   3,311   -12 -60 3,464   3,311   3,793   3,651   -121 -19
55-59 2,086   1,908   2,870   2,759   162 366 2,870   2,759   3,364   3,264   -84 91 3,364   3,264   3,374   3,346   -90 35
60-64 1,877   1,612   2,238   2,067   152 159 2,238   2,067   2,681   2,493   -189 -266 2,681   2,493   3,241   3,175   -123 -89

 Total 15-64 30,392 28,493 34,829 33,354 1,654 2,058 34,829 33,354 38,034 36,022 1476 901 38,034 36,022 38,270 38,326 -1,042 1,107

65-69 1,728   1,745   1,870   1,789   -7 177 1,870   1,789   2,026   1,958   -212 -109 2,026   1,958   2,540   2,401   -141 -92
70-74 1,406   1,611   1,488   1,587   -240 -158 1,488   1,587   1,559   1,611   -311 -178 1,559   1,611   1,771   1,753   -255 -205
75-79 1,100   1,344   1,076   1,425   -330 -186 1,076   1,425   1,140   1,385   -348 -202 1,140   1,385   1,264   1,359   -295 -252
80-84 716      953      696      1,016   -404 -328 696      1,016   690      1,082   -386 -343 690      1,082   781      1,069   -359 -316
85+ 394      659      420      853      -296 -100 420      853      479      991      -217 -25 479      991      511      1,070   -179 -12
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Diagram 2.3.3. Clare In/Out Migration of the Working Age Population 1996 - 2011 

 

 

Diagram 2.3.4. Clare MD s In/Out Migration of the Working Age Population 1996 - 2011 
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2.4. Population Dynamics 

Diagram 2.4.1.  2011 % Population Pyramid of Co. Clare by 5-year age groups and by Sex  

 

 

Diagram 2.4.2  2006/2011 Comparison of Population of Co. Clare by 5-year age groups and by Sex  
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2.5 Replacement Population 

Diagram 2.5.1. 2011 Population Pyramid of Ennis MD by 5-year age groups and by Sex  

 

 

Diagram 2.5.2. 2006/2011 Comparison of Population Ennis MD by 5-year age groups and by Sex  
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Diagram 2.5.3 2011 Population Pyramid of Shannon MD by 5-year age groups and by Sex  

 

 

Diagram 2.5.4. 2006/2011 Comparison of Population Shannon MD by 5-year age groups and by Sex  
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Diagram 2.5.5. 2011 Population Pyramid of Killaloe MD by 5-year age groups and by Sex  

 

 

Diagram 2.5.6  2006/2011 Comparison of Population Killaloe MD by 5-year age groups and by Sex    
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Diagram 2.5.7.  2011 Population Pyramid of W. Clare  MD by 5-year age groups and by Sex  

 

 

Diagram 2.5.8.  2006/2011 Comparison of Population W. Clare  MD by 5-year age groups and by Sex  
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3.0 Employment & Economy 

3.2 Employment Growth 

Diagram 3.2.1. Clare Employment Numbers 1981 - 2011 by Sex (Census Population) 

 

Diagrams 3.2.2. Employment Numbers  1981 - 2011 by MD by Sex (Census Population) 
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3.3 Employment Rate 

Diagram 3.3.1.  Clare Employment Rates 2011 by Sex (Census Population) 

 

Diagram 3.3.2.  National Employment Rates 1998 – 2014 by Sex (QNHS) 
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3.4 Age Profile and Gender Mix of the Workforce 

Diagram 3.4.1. Clare Workforce by Age and Sex as % Total Workforce   - 1981 

 

 

Diagram 3.4.2. Clare Workforce by Age and Sex as % Total Workforce   - 2011 
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Diagram 3.4.3.  Ennis , Shannon MD’s Workforce by Age and Sex as % Total Workforce  1981,  2011 
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Diagram 3.4.4.  Killaloe, W. Clare  MD’s Workforce by Age and Sex as % Total Workforce  1981, 2002 
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Diagram 3.4.5. Clare Workforce by Sector and Sex as % Total Workforce  - 1981  

 

 

Diagram 3.4.6 Clare Workforce by Industry and Sex as % Total Workforce - 2011 
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Diagrams 3.4.7. MDs’ Workforce by Sector by Sex as % Total Workforce 1981 & 2011
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3.5 Sectoral Employment at County, MD and RD/UD level  
 

Diagram 3.5.1 Clare Workforce by Sector 1981 and 2011

 

 

Diagram 3.5.2 Clare Workforce by Sector as % Total Workforce   - 1981 and 2011 
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Diagrams 3.5.3. Employment in MDs in 1981 and 2011 by Sector  
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Diagrams 3.5.4. Sectoral Employment as % of Total Employment in MDs in 1981 and 2011 
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Map 3.5.1 County Clare Municipal Districts and & Rural/Urban District Boundaries 

 

 

 

Diagram 3.5.5. Clare Number of Farms by Farm Size 1981, 2002, 2006, 2011 (Census Population) 
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Diagrams 3.5.5.1.  MDs Number of Farms by Farm Size 1981, 2002, 2006, 2011 (Census Population) 
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3.5.6. Total Employment 2006 & 2011 by Rural/Urban Districts 

 

3.5.6.1. Employment by Sectors 2006 & 2011 
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3.5.7.2. Employment in Construction Sector 2006 & 2011 

 

3.5.7.3. Employment in Wholesale & Retail Trade 2006 & 2011 
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3.5.7.5. Employment in Transport, Storage & Communications 2006 & 2011 

 

3.5.7.6. Employment in Financial, Real Estate & Consultancy Services 2006 & 2011 
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3.5.7.8. Employment in Other Community, Social & Personal Services 2006 & 2011 

 

 

3.5.7.9. Employment in Agriculture & Mining Sector 2006 & 2011 
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Diagrams 3.5.8. County Employment by Sectors 2006 & 2011 
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Diagrams  3.5.8.1 Ennis Rural & Urban Districts Combined - Employment by Sectors 2006 & 2011 

 

 

Diagram 3.5.8.2. Ballyvaughan Rural District Employment by Sectors 2006 & 2011 
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Diagrams 3.5.8.3. Kilrush Rural & Urban District Employment by Sectors 2006 & 2011 

 

 

Diagram 3.5.8.4.Corrofin Rural District Employment by Sectors 2006 & 2011 
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Diagram 3.5.8.5. Ennistymon Rural District Employment by Sectors 2006 & 2011 

 
 

Diagram 3.5.8.6. Killadysert Rural District Employment by Sectors 2006 & 2011 

 
 

Diagram 3.5.8.7. Meelick Rural District Employment by Sectors 2006 & 2011 
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Diagram 3.5.8.8. Scarriff Rural District Employment by Sectors 2006 & 2011 

 

 

Diagram 3.5.8.9 Tulla Rural District Employment by Sectors 2006 & 2011 
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3.6 Location of Employment or Jobs 

Map 3.6.1. 2011 Clare Total Jobs (41,198) by ED 

 

Map 3.6.2. 2011 Clare Total Non – Agricultural Jobs (37,568) by ED 
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Map 3.6.3. % of ED’s Commuting Workforce Travelling to Core of Ennis/Clarecastle/Doora /NMkt/Quinn 

 

 

Map 3.6.4.  % of ED’s Commuting Workforce Travelling to Core of Shannon Sixmilebridge & Cratloe 
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Map 3.6.5.  %  of ED’s Commuting Workforce Travelling to Limerick City & County 

 

 

3.7 Unemployment 

Diagram 3.7. Labourforce in County Clare 1981 -2011 by Gender 
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3.7.1. Labourforce in Municipal Districts 1981 -2011 by Gender 
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Diagram 3.7.2. Clare Rates of Labourforce Participation and Unemployment 1981 – 2011 

 

 

Diagrams 3.7.3 Clare MD’s Labourforce Participation and Unemployment Rates  1981–2011 

 

 

 

75% 73% 
69% 

25% 

53% 54% 

8% 7% 

22% 

5% 8% 
15% 

0% 

20% 

40% 

60% 

80% 

1981 1986 1991 1996 2002 2006 2011 

Clare - Key Economic Indicators 1981 -2011 

Male Labf. 
Partic. 

Female Labf. 
Partic. 

Male U/E 

Female U/E 

70% 
76% 

71% 

29% 

58% 58% 

9% 9% 

22% 

4% 
9% 

16% 

0% 

30% 

60% 

90% 

1981 1986 1991 1996 2002 2006 2011 

Ennis MD - Key Economic Indicators 1981 -2011 

Male 
Labf. 
Partic. 

Female 
Labf. 
Partic. 

Male 
U/E 

Female 
U/E 

83% 
75% 

70% 

30% 

56% 57% 

6% 7% 

20% 

6% 7% 
16% 

0% 

30% 

60% 

90% 

1981 1986 1991 1996 2002 2006 2011 

Shannon MD - Key Economic Indicators 1981 -2011 

Male 
Labf. 
Partic. 

Female 
Labf. 
Partic. 

Male 
U/E 

Female 
U/E 

76% 73% 69% 

24% 

51% 52% 

7% 6% 

20% 

4% 6% 
13% 

0% 

30% 

60% 

90% 

1981 1986 1991 1996 2002 2006 2011 

Killaloe MD - Key Economic Indicators 1981 -2011 

Male 
Labf. 
Partic. 

Female 
Labf. 
Partic. 

Male 
U/E 

Female 
U/E 

74% 70% 67% 

21% 

47% 50% 

9% 8% 

24% 

6% 8% 15% 
0% 

30% 

60% 

90% 

1981 1986 1991 1996 2002 2006 2011 

W. Clare MD - Key Economic Indicators 1981 -2011 

Male 
Labf. 
Partic. 

Female 
Labf. 
Partic. 

Male 
U/E 

Female 
U/E 

46 | P a g e  
 



Map 3.7.1. Clare Male Unemployment Rate by ED  - 2011 

 

 

Map 3.7.2. Clare Female Unemployment Rate by ED  - 2011 
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Diagram 3.7.4. Clare Live Register Feb 2006 – Feb 2015 

 

 

Diagram 3.7.5. Ennis DSP Office Live Register Feb 2006 – Feb 2015 

 

 

Diagram 3.7.6. Ennistymon  DSP Office Live Register Feb 2006 – Feb 2015 
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Diagram 3.7.7. Kilrush DSP Office Live Register Feb 2006 – Feb 2015 

 

 

Diagram 3.7.8. Tulla DSP Office Live Register Feb 2006 – Feb 2015 
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4.0 Education 

4.2 Education and Employment/Unemployment 

Diagram 4.2.1. 1996 Unemployment Rates by Level Education by County and MD  

 

 

Diagram 4.2.2. 2006 Unemployment Rates by Level Education by County and MD 
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4.3 Educational Profile of the Workforce and Working Age Population 
 

Diagram 4.3.1. 1991 Clare  At  Work by Education by Sex 

 

Diagram 4.3.2. 2011 Clare At Work by Education by Sex 
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Diagrams 4.3.3. Ennis, Shannon, Killaloe, W. Clare MDs ‘At Work’ by Education 1991, 2011 
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4.4 Educational Achievement of Working Age Population (15 – 64) by Sex 

Diagram 4.4.1. Population 15 -64 by Highest Level Education achieved – Clare 2011 

 

Diagrams 4.4.2 Population 15 -64 by Highest Level Education achieved – MDs 2011 
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Diagram 4.4.3 Change in % of 15-64 with lower Secondary Education or Less by MD 

 
 

Diagram 4.4.4 Change in % of 15-64 with 3rd. Level Education by County and MD 
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Map 4.4.1 % 15- 64 with Lower Secondary Education or Less by ED  - 2011 

  

Map 4.4.2. % 15- 64 with 3rd. Level Education by ED  - 2011 
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5.0. Poverty Reduction 

5.2 People ‘At Risk of Income Poverty’, ‘Deprived’, in ‘Consistent Poverty’ 

Diagram 5.2.1. 60% of National Median Equivalised Individual Income 2008 - 2013 

 

 

Diagram 5.2.2. National Poverty Rates 2008 - 2013 
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Diagram 5.2.2.1. National Income Poverty Rates by Category 2013 

 

Diagram 5.2.2.2.National Deprivation Rates by Category  2013 

 

 

Diagram 5.2.2.3.Consistent Poverty Rates by Category 2013 
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Map 5.2.2.1. % of Families with at least one Child <15 headed by Lone Parent 
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Map 5.2.2.2. Number of Persons with Disability in County Clare, 2011 

 
  

59 | P a g e  
 



5.3 Community or Spatial Inequality 

Map 5.3.1.1 % of Population Born Outside Ireland 2011 

 

Map 5.3.1.2 Clare Traveller Population 2011 
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Map 5.3.1.2a Clare % Population which is High Class 2011 

 

Map 5.3.1.2b Clare % Population which is Low Class  2011 
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5.3.1.4 Clare Person per Room by ED 2011 

 

Map 5.3.1.7a.  Number of Households with One Person 65 years + 
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Map 5.3.1.7b.  Number of Households with Two People 65+ 

 

Map 5.3.1.8. Clare Affluence/Deprivation by ED 2011 
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