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 RURAL DEVELOPMENT

325-million-year-old amphibian bones discovered in County Clare

The fossilized bones of a tiny amphibian-like creature that scurried around the shores of County Clare 325 million years ago have 
been discovered by Dr. Eamon Doyle, geologist for the Burren and Cliffs of Moher UNESCO Global Geopark and Clare County 
Council. The two small bones have been described by Dr. Doyle and fossil vertebrate researcher Aodhán Ó Gogáin of Trinity 
College Dublin in the latest edition of the Irish Journal of Earth Sciences, published by the Royal Irish Academy. The article can be 
downloaded for free here: https://tinyurl.com/y4pmtqgb
The 10mm-long bones come from a leg and possibly a hip bone from a small amphibian that would have been an ancestor to the 
first lizards which ultimately evolved into the dinosaurs 100 million years later.

The amphibian lived during a geological time called the Carboniferous Period which lasted from 360 to 299 million years ago. This 
is an important period in the evolution of life as it is during this time that amphibians evolved from fish and first began to colonise 
the land. The fact that amphibian bones are rare finds in rocks of this age highlights the importance of Dr. Doyle’s discovery. 
 The amphibian from Clare which would fit in the palm of your hand, probably lived along a swampy coastline, either in an estuary 
or along rivers further inland and may have been washed out to sea during a storm or flood, the bones eventually settling onto 
the muddy seafloor where they were buried and turned to fossils.

    BURREN GEOPARK

Pictured are the Tourism Team: Deirdre O’Shea (Acting Head of Tourism), Eamon Doyle (Geologist), Tim Madden, (Temporary 
Burren Project Manager), Joan Tarmey (Acting Tourism Officer), Charlotte Considine, Philomena O’Connell, Sile Cahill
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The ten-year Tourism Strategy for Clare is currently in 
development, a process undertaken by Clare County Council 
in association with Shannon Heritage.

In 2019, TEAM Tourism Consulting were commissioned to 
work with Clare County Council on the planning process and 
facilitated two public consultation phases of County wide 
workshops during March and June.
Subsequent to feedback received from both phases of public 
consultation, a background report has been prepared. This 
will inform the draft Tourism Strategy for Clare.
The purpose of this communication is to provide clarity on the 
timelines for delivery of the Clare Tourism Strategy, which are 
as follows:
•  Draft Clare Tourism Strategy will be ready for mid-

November with final iterations progressed before year end, 
2019.

•  Draft Clare Tourism Strategy will be available for a public 
consultation period during January 2020, with a central 
workshop organised during this time.

Submissions are welcomed and very much appreciated.

 The Burren and Cliffs of Moher UNESCO Global Geopark 
hosted a team from Magma UNESCO Global Geopark in 
Norway. Both Geoparks are members of the European 
Geoparks Network of 75 Geoparks in 24 countries. Magma 
met with the Cliffs of Moher, Burren Smokehouse to meet 
members of the Burren Food Trail and Burren Ecotourism 
Network and visited Aillwee Cave and Birds of Prey. Magma 
have developed a new Geo Food initiative which aims to 
brand and to share sustainable foods grown in Geoparks. 
Both Geoparks will collaborate on this project in 2020.

JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE
The Clare Joint Policing Committee meeting was held in the 
Burren College of Art, Newtown Castle, Ballyvaughan, Co. Clare 
on Monday, 14th October 2019. Mr. Conor McGrady, Dean of 
Academic Affairs, welcomed the Committee and provided a brief 
background to the history and workings of the College. Having 
been welcomed to the JPC by the Chairman John Crowe, the 
new Clare Division Chief Superintendent, Sean Colleran, gave an 
update of the crime statistics whilst also praising to the positive 
relationships between An Garda Síochána, the community, 
and all the stakeholders. He noted an increase in the level of 
reporting of certain crimes and suggested that citizens are 

more comfortable reporting crimes due to additional supports 
available. The JPC welcomed a presentation by the Deputy 
President of the Irish Farmers Association, Richard Kennedy, 
who provided an update on the effects of rural crime on the 
farming community. He encouraged everyone to take care of 
themselves and their property to help reduce rural crime. 
The Policing Authority sent a representative to observe 
the proceedings of the meeting. The next JPC meeting is 
scheduled for 12th February 2020.

Magma UNESCO Global Geopark Group at the Cliffs of Moher

 RURAL DEVELOPMENT

3



4

 RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Community Group Engagement Clinics
Clare County Council’s Rural & Community Department aims to support the growth of towns and villages in County Clare and work 
in partnership with community and voluntary groups and other key stakeholders. The Clare Rural Development Strategy is aligned 
to this aim and in this regard the Council’s four Rural and Community Development Officers (RCDO) are available to provide 
community planning supports (e.g. capacity building, governance structures, community auditing etc) and other community 
development inputs to community groups as required. 
In addition to the current range of out of hours supports being provided to community groups by the RCDO’s, these Clinics are 
available as follows. If your group wishes to make an appointment please contact the relevant RCDO contact as detailed below
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 RURAL DEVELOPMENT

The Local Authority Members Association 
(LAMA) is an organisation that promotes the 
interest of local authority members and is 
involved in a number of initiatives throughout 
the calendar year. During 17th to the 19th 
October 2019, there was an Autumn Training 
Seminar hosted in the Falls Hotel, Ennistymon. 
With over 330 delegates invited, the Corporate 
Services Department and the Tourism 
Department provided welcome packs to all 
visitors and residents of Co. Clare showcasing 
all that is on offer in the host County. Pictured 
left to right is Sile Cahill from the Tourism 
Department, Karen Hartigan from Corporate 
Services and Philomena O’Connell from the 
Tourism Department.

LAMA Conference

County Clare is set to receive €720,000 in funding under the 2019 Rural

The 2019 Town and Village Renewal Scheme, which was launched earlier this year, focuses on projects which can help 
to enhance and develop rural towns and villages, with a particular emphasis on stimulating economic development. The 
allocation, announced by the Minister for Rural and Community Development, Michael Ring, TD includes over €720,000 
which has been allocated for improvements to six small towns and villages in County Clare. 

The towns and villages which were successful in securing funding are as follows: Clarecastle, Bunratty, Quilty, 
Sixmilebridge, Kilbaha and Ogonnolloe. The projects will enhance town and village centre environments and will also 
encourage increased residential occupancy in town centres. 

The following areas will receive grants ranging from: 

€200,000 Clarecastle - Streetscape Rejuvenation
€137,600 Bunratty - Streetscape Rejuvenation 
€92,000 Quilty - Improve access to Seafield & Quilty Beach’s.
€156,709 Sixmilebridge - Footpath Restoration
€100,000 Kilbaha - Community Hall Refurbishment 
€34,800 Ogonnolloe - Community Hall Refurbishment

Town and Village Renewal Scheme
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CORPORATE SERVICES
Register of Electors
The Draft Register of Electors 2020/2021 is now published 
and on display in public libraries, post offices, garda stations 
and offices of the local authority, on the Clare County Council 
website and www.checktheregister.ie.

A public awareness campaign has been issued by the 
Department encouraging People to check their details online 
and those who will reach the age of 18 years of age or over 
on or before 15/02/2020 i.e. ( born before 15/02/2002) are 
entitled to have their details registered and the window period 
to get registered is 1st November 2019 to 25th November 2019, 
this also applies to people who wish to apply for special and 
postal votes.

A List of Claims consisting of all additions, deletions and 
modifications to the Draft Register will be published after 25th 
November and adjudicated on by Pat Wallace, Co. Registrar at 
the Revision Courts being held in the Courthouse, Ennis, Co. 
Clare on Wednesday 4th December, 2019 at 2.30p.m.
The final Register for 2020/2021 will be published in February 
2020.

PROCUREMENT: The following tender competitions were 
published in October 2019.

 

Freedom of Information & Data Protection
Statistics to 31/10/19:
- 148 Freedom of Information Requests
- 12 Freedom of Information Internal Review applications
- 2 appeals to Information Commissioner
 27 Access Requests (Data Protection)

HUMAN RESOURCES
As a wellness initiative, The HR Department arranged for a 
Doctor and Nurse to be on site during the October to deliver 
the annual Flu Vaccinations. Over 150 employees (indoor and 
outdoor) availed of this opportunity.

Two further information sessions are scheduled during 
November to the Fire Personnel at Kilrush and Killaloe Fire 
Stations. These are the final two sessions of the programme 
which has been delivered to all other Fire Stations during 2019. 
The information sessions have been received very positively by 
all Fire Personnel.

Staff training in October reflected the seasonal upswing in 
physical works with staff undergoing courses in Signing Lighting 
& Guarding for Roadworks, Securing Loads on work vehicles 
and Abrasive Wheel operation
The working group established to Implement the Public Sector 
duty underwent a day’ training with the Disability Federation 
of Ireland to assist them in that role, and the continued growth 
in online training saw staff undertake courses in Diversity and 
Inclusion, Equality, Mental Health awareness and GDPR. In 
addition the Revenue Commissioners delivered 8 presentations 
to staff on their online MyAccount facility for PAYE workers.

During October there were interviews held for the following 
competitions: Acting Graphic Design / Print Manager, Volunteers 
(Archaeological Excavation), Apprentice Heavy Vehicle 
Mechanic (4 Year Apprenticeship Programme), Executive 
Architect, General Operative (Short-listing Interviews) and 
Temporary Senior Executive Engineer (CFRAM).

During the course of November the following Interviews / 
Exercises will be held: General Operative (Final Interviews), 
Executive Architectural Conservation Officer, Retained Fire-
fighter Shannon, Senior General Services Supervisor and Fitter 
Plumber. 

Finance
Commercial Rates revaluation
On 4th November, Mr. John O’Sullivan, Commissioner of 
Valuation, has made a Valuation Order under section 19 of the 
Valuation Act 2001, as amended by section 7 of the Valuation 
(Amendment) Act 2015, for the rating authority area of Clare 
County Council. This order signals the formal commencement 
of the revaluation of all commercial and industrial properties in 
the rating authority area of Clare County Council, in accordance 
with the timeframes laid out in the Valuation Acts. 

This revaluation will be carried out in accordance with the 
provisions of the Valuation Acts 2001-2015 and is part of the 
national programme to ensure that the rateable valuation of all 
commercial and industrial property in Ireland reflect modern 
business conditions. The revaluation will take account of 
contemporary rental levels in the rating authority area of Clare 
County Council and will result in a more equitable distribution 
of commercial rates among ratepayers.

The valuation office will be engaging individually with all 
ratepayers and also holding workshops in the county and with 
business representative groups. Clare County Council will also 
be updating our ratepayers as this project progresses. 

FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES
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 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Social Directorate Management Report – October 2019
Housing 

The fruits of our labour are coming to bear during the harvest season, by the end of October the house construction projects 
in Feakle and Clonlara are nearing completion. We are finalising allocations for these schemes with the view to having the 
properties allocated and tenanted well in time for the festive season. This Council has a build target of 100 units as set by the 
DHPLG, at this time the indications are we fall approximately 13 units short of this delivery target for build units. The recent 
expression of interest has given us some leads for 2020 but nothing to bridge the gap for 2019. 

The following table indicates the number of people accommodated in social housing in Clare by municipal district:

Social Housing* HAP
Ennis 1127 637
Shannon 620 154
West Clare 900 368
Killaloe 327 176
Inter Authority HAP 37

TOTAL 2974 1372
*Includes RAS and long term and short term leased properties

The table above does not include properties made available by Approved Housing Bodies in the County. 

Update on Capital Projects:`

SHIP Capital No. 
approved 

Current stage Commencement 
Date 

Completion 
Date

Clonlara 9 Due for completion on 05th Novem-
ber 2019.

20th November 
2018 

05th Nov 2019

Feakle 13 Due for completion on 08th Novem-
ber 2019.

5th November 
2018 

08th Nov 2019

Quilty 18 Under construction by
Martins Construction Ltd.

25th April 2019 Q3 2020

Roslevan, Ennis 8 Under construction by
K&D Whelan Construction 
Ltd.

25th April 2019 Q2 2020

Ashline, Ennis 40 Stage 2 approved by DHPLG.
Part VIII approved. Stage 1 Tenders 
returned.

Q2 2020 Q4 2021

Tullyglass Shannon 21 Project cancelled following advice 
of Planning Dept. & JBA.

- -

Ballaghboy TAU 5 Design process ongoing Q2 2020 Q1 2021
Miltown Malbay 27 Stage 2 submitted to the DHPLG. 

PCD complete. 
Part VIII in Dec. 2019.

Q3 2020 Q4 2021

Shannon NDFA 51 Contract Award to TORC.
Shannon MD Councillor’s briefed.

Q4 2019 Q1 2021

Tulla 25 Stage 2 submitted to the DHPLG. 
PCD complete.
Part VIII in Jan 2020.

Q3 2020 Q4 2021

Newmarket on 
Fergus 

18 Stage 1 approved by DHPLG.
Stage 2 app. being prepared. 

Q3 2020 Q4 2021

Kilmihil 2 Single Stage approved by DHPLG.
Part VIII approved.
Contract about to be awarded.

Q4 2019 Q3 2020
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 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Sixmilebridge 2 Single Stage approved by DHPLG.

Planning in place.
Contract about to be awarded.

Q4 2019 Q3 2020

Scarriff 18 Stage 1 application submitted to 
DHPLG.

Q3 2020 Q4 2021.

Roslevan 8 Stage 1 application submitted to 
DHPLG.

Q3 2020 Q4 2021.

Subtotal 244

Cahercalla Phase 2 
(Cuan an Chlair)

15 CAS - Stage 4 approved. Contract 
signed in August and construction 
currently commencing. 

Q3 2019 Q4 2020

Roslevan
(CoOperative Hous-
ing Ireland)

2 CALF Turnkey. 2 units delivered at 
end June 2019.

Q1 2018 Q2 2019

Bruachlan, Westbury
(CoOperative Hous-
ing Ireland)

22 CALF - Property transfer complete, 
CHI to commence procurement of 
design team.

Q4 2019 Q3 2021

Tullyvarraga, Shan-
non
(CoOperative Hous-
ing Ireland)

47 CALF Acquisition application ap-
proved works nearing completion.

Q2 2018 Q4 2019

Meelick
(Thomond Housing 
Association)

4 CAS construction, works com-
pleted.

Q1 2018 Q2 2019

Clonlara
(Newgrove Housing 
Association) 

4 CALF construction, works com-
plete. 

Q4 2017 Q1 2019

Gleann Cora, 
Newmarket-on-
Fergus (Co-Operative 
Housing Ireland)

31 CALF turnkey. To be delivered in 
2020.

Q3 2018 Q4 2020

 Edenvale, Ennis
(Newgrove Housing 
Association)

3 CAS Construction Q2 2020 Q1 2021

Limerick Road, Ennis
(Cluid Housing As-
sociation)

3 CALF Turnkey (Part V) Q4 2018 Q4 2019

Limerick Road, Ennis
(Cluid Housing As-
sociation)

2 CALF Turnkey (Part V) Q4 2019 Q4 2020

Ballymacaula, Ennis
(Cluid)

4 CALF Turnkey (Part V) Q2 2019 Q4 2020

Crusheen, (Part V)
(Cluid)

4 CALF Turnkey (Part V) Q2 2019 Q4 2020

Subtotal 141 AHB delivery

Total 385
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 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Expressions of Interest
The Council is seeking to increase the number of social houses 
being brought into use, through various delivery mechanisms, 
and have again invited expressions of interest for the supply 
of turnkey housing developments, unfinished developments, 
development lands for social/affordable housing and long 
term leasing of multi-unit developments in the towns of Ennis, 
Shannon and their environs in County Clare where a housing 
need exists. The closing date for receipt of applications is 
1st November and it is hoped this will result in a number of 
proposals that can be further progressed.

Acquisitions
The Council is continuing to sign contracts and close sales for 
the dwellings purchased earlier this year. Further while there is 
value in the market we will consider the purchase of additional 
stock, subject to DHPLG approval. This is in addition to a small 
number of additional purchases which will be considered for 
special cases with medical/high priority, this will help to meet 
our own needs and those of Approved Housing Bodies who 
have a number of applicants with disabilities on their waiting 
lists. The Council is also examining potential purchases under 
the Buy and Renew Scheme.

Homelessness
The Clare Homeless Action Team (HAT) provides services 
to anyone who is homeless or at risk of losing their home. 
The HAT office is open to the public from 10.00am to 1pm 
Monday to Friday, in the Housing Section, Clare Co Council 
headquarters on New Road and the HAT team can also be 
contacted on 065 684 6291.  

On 25th October 2019, the homeless figures indicate full 
occupancy of 13 beds at Laurel Lodge, 59 adults and 48 
dependents in emergency accommodation across 20 hotel and 
B&B providers.
The interagency Homeless Action Team is focusing of exits from 
homeless services to accommodation. With the colder darker 
nights upon us we are focusing in particular on rough sleepers. 
If you are aware of persons rough sleeping please make contact 
with the HAT team. 

Rebuilding Ireland Affordable Loan

46 number ‘Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan’ applications were 
received up to 29th October 2019 and 24 loan applications 
were granted provisional approval up to this period. 35 loans 
were drawn down since the introduction of the Scheme in 
February 2018. The loan scheme offers a fixed interest rate for 
credit worthy low to middle income first time buyers with a 
view to making home ownership more affordable. 

Housing Refurbishment and Maintenance 
The management and turnaround of our housing stock to 
minimise voids is continuously assessed and hereunder is the 
activity in this regard:

Period No. of 
voids/
casual 
vacancies

No. of 
voids 
returned 
to stock

No. of 
properties 
undergoing 
refurbish-
ment

Average 
vacancy 
period 
(days)

No. of 
mainte-
nance 
calls

Oct 52* 4 91 121 520 

* This figure does not include properties which have become 

vacant after 1st November nor does it include acquisitions and 
long-term voids

Planned Maintenance

Clare County Council recently won an award from the Irish 
Council for Social Housing for our planned maintenance 
project. This award recognised the value in the innovative 
project taken on and supported by this Council. 
The work to bring the stock in line with minimum rented 
standards has commenced and will continue into 2020. It 
should be noted we expect a shortfall in funding for the 

completion of this project, however we are working with the 
DHPLG to address potential funding mechanisms to ensure a 
viable future funding mechanism for this project.

Grants 

In early October this Council received an additional allocation 
of €794,620 with a requirement for 20% match funding 
from own resources. This brings our 2019 allocation for 
private house grants to €3,000,000 with a requirement for 
€600,000 from own resources. This allocation will facilitate the 
processing of the backlog of grant applications on hand putting 
us in a position to reopen the scheme to new applications 
from early January 2020.

Grant approvals issued in October for Housing Adaptation, 
Housing Aid and Mobility Aid grants:

Grant type Approvals 
issued in 

October 2019

Value of 
works 

Housing Adaptation 
Grant for People with 

a Disability

11 141,125

Housing Aid for Older 
People

21 97,500

Mobility Aids Grant 9 45,210

Grant Approvals 
issued in October 

2019

41 €283,835

9
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Cultural Services – Library, Arts, Museum, Archives
Clare County Library
There were 3 Healthy Ireland events held in Kilrush, Shannon 
and Sixmilebridge libraries including yoga and line dancing. 
Positive Ageing week also took place in October with a 
number of events in different libraries. There was display 
of old photographs in Kilkee Library, films in De Valera and 
Kilrush Libraries and an evening of music and song with the 
East Clare Community Choir in Scariff Library. Scariff Library 
also hosted another evening of classical music and song. 
There were two “Connecting Locally” events in De Valera 
and Scariff libraries showcasing local services for further 
education and training and employment opportunities as 
well as many other services including presentations on the 

“Work Matters” initiative at the library. The local knitting 
group created a banner for the event in De Valera Library. 
Staff from the LEO gave a presentation of their service in 
Shannon Library as part of “Work Matters”. The National 
Women’s Council of Ireland held a talk on Women & poverty 
in rural communities in Kilrush library.
Ennistymon Vocational school in partnership with Clare 
County library launched their “One Book One Community” 

book project in Ennistymon Library. They have chosen to read 
Wonder by RJ Palacio. There were 2 events in Lisdoonvarna 
Library as part of the Burren Winterage Weekend, including 
journalist Fiona O’Connell and author John Connell speaking 
on their writing. Many libraries hosted Halloween story time, 
arts and craft and special FX makeup workshops at the end of 
the month. 
Clare County Library recently received funding from dormant 
accounts to run four programmes for marginalised, socially 
excluded and disadvantaged communities. The programmes 
include; a literacy & numeracy project in Kilrush Library, 
a play therapy programme for children and parents in De 
Valera Library, an autism awareness programme in Scariff 
library and Clare County library promotion with marginalised 
groups and others currently not using library services. The 
programmes are currently running including Brickx Club 
workshops in Scariff library.

Kilkee Tidy Towns recently received some funding to 
implement a sensory garden at Kilkee Library and hosted 
a talk on designing a sensory garden there. There was 
also creative writing workshops held in Kilkee library in 
partnership with the LCETB during October. Clare County 
Library again in partnership with LCETB hosted a Fighting 
Words information evening for prospective volunteers in 
Ennis to bring creative writing workshops to various groups 
in the county. There were also book clubs and film clubs in 
many libraries for all age groups throughout the month.

Clare Library branches offered a variety of excellent events 
for children of all ages to celebrate the annual “Children’s 
Book Festival” in October. Visiting authors included Jane 
Mitchell whose story “A Dangerous Crossing” portrayed 
an all-too real experience of Syrian children fleeing their 
homeland in the most appalling conditions, in the hope of 
reaching a brighter future in countries such as ours.
Children also got a unique presentation of Patricia Forde’s 
new book “Mother Tongue” launched just days before her 
tour of Clare libraries. Award-winning author and illustrator 
duo Sadhbh Devlin and Tarsila Krüse offered bi-lingual Irish/
English workshops based on their ever popular picture 
books for very young children. Junior classes also enjoyed 
the hilarious “Little Red Riding Hood and Friends Show” by 
Booster Cushion Theatre. Other events included audio drama 
workshops that re-created pop-up versions of an RTE Junior 
Radio Studio and STEM events featuring hands-on science 
experiments exploring biology, physics, chemistry and 
geology. Writing workshops facilitated by the Fighting Words 
organization founded by Roddy Doyle and several other 
events including music, poetry and storytelling highlighted 
the importance of books and libraries in developing literacy 
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which is the primary aim of the Government’s national Right to 
Read strategy.

Clare Arts Office
17 schools were selected for the 2019-2020 “Artist in Schools 
Scheme” in Barefield, Bodyke, Carron, Clooney, Connolly, 
Cratloe, Ennis, Kildysart, Kilmihil, Mountshannon, Moveen, 
Newmarket on Fergus,  Ogonelloe, Rockmount and Tulla. The 
Vision Symphony premiered in glór, having achieved significant 
national media attention and international commentary. Over 
200 people attended the premiere which saw blind and visually 
impaired musicians perform with the Irish Memory Orchestra.
Clare Arts Office presented at 3 Student Enterprise workshops 
in Ennis and Spanish Point and worked with Film Limerick 
to scout for film locations. There was also a meeting of the 
partners involved in the WRAP Fund. Exhibitions took place in 
Cultúrlann Sweeney, Scariff Library and the County Musuem. 
A life drawing group joined the EASI artists studios in Ennis 
and Tulla Stables studios maintained full occupancy. “Boga 
Boga”, an integrated dance project, began. This inclusive 
dance project is working with 60 individuals, 30 of them 
with disabilities, to develop contemporary dance projects 
throughout the county.

Clare Museum
The Creative Ireland Progamme supported the excavation of 
a famine house at Derryboy in Ballinruan from 18-21 October. 
Finds included pottery, animal bone, a leather shoe and glass 
shards, examination of the finds over the winter will shed more 
light on these objects. An interim report will be available in 
due course. Clare Museum hosted Halloween workshops for 
children, 5 schools availed of the workshops, including, for the 
first time, Parteen NS.
Clare Museum’s monthly lecture series continued, featuring 
Matthew Potter, Curator of Limerick City Museum speaking 
on Clare related objects in the city Museum. Further items 
from the museum collection that tell the story of the War of 
Independence in Clare went on display during the month. 
Objects were photographed for inclusion on new external 
window panels. 

Sports & Recreation

JOHN O’SULLIVAN PARK, LEES ROAD
Dogs Unite
Lees Road was host on 13th October to the Irish Guide Dogs 
for the Blind Dogs Unite Walk for both 2 and 4 legged species.
All funds raised from the 5km walk went towards supporting 
the Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind - a national charity which 
provides vital services to blind or vision-impaired people and 
families of children with autism to enable them to achieve 
increased mobility, independence and an improved quality 

of life. It costs over €5 million to fund the organisation on 
an annual basis with statutory funding only providing 15% 
meaning the majority of this funding has to come from public 
and corporate donations

All funds raised from the 5km walk went towards supporting the 
Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind - a national charity which provides 
vital services to blind or vision-impaired people and families 
of children with autism to enable them to achieve increased 
mobility, independence and an improved quality of life. It costs 
over €5 million to fund the organisation on an annual basis with 
statutory funding only providing 15% meaning the majority of 
this funding has to come from public and corporate donations

Poetry in the Park – a sample of the wonderful escapism 
within the woods at Lees Road - 

ACTIVE ENNIS LEISURE COMPLEX 

Mental Health Day

Free Gym & Swim was offered to all members of Clare County 
Council on October 10th – a few dozen unfamiliar council workers 
availed of the facilities here at Active Ennis on this day.

Private Fitness instructor Karrieann provided a hugely successful 
free fitness class in the evening to all members of the public on 
this Mental Health Day also. Karrieann very kindly then invited 
all attendees for a cup of tea/coffee and a chat afterwards.

Halloween Intensive Swimming Lessons and Childrens’ Camp

Due to intense demand from the public our Pool Manager and 
her Team made changes to the offerings of Intensive Swim 
Lessons for Children over the 2019 Halloween break.
Rather than a 45 minute lesson that took place once a day, 
there are now 2 lessons per day for 30 minutes each – all fully 
attended each day!

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Ennis 2040: Work on the Ennis 2040 Economic and Spatial Plan 
continued in October with the Consultants commencing preparation 
on a Flood Risk Assessment, an Appropriate Assessment and a 
Strategic Environmental Assessment of the plan. Once this stage of 
preparatory work is complete it is intended that a Draft Plan will be 
available for consideration. 

Forward Planning

Shannon Town Park: Work continues on the final snagging of 
the new Shannon Town Park, a project which is managed by the 
Planning Department.  Weather and on-site factors have delayed 
the official opening, however the site has been handed back to the 
Council from the construction company. 

Shannon Town Centre Masterplan: A brief for the preparation 
of a Shannon Town Centre Masterplan was finalised in October. 
This plan will be delivered on foot of funding secured under 
the URDF stream in 2018. The purpose of the Masterplan is to 
guide the development of Shannon Town into the future and to 
influence and deliver on real change for Shannon Town in order 
to make Shannon a more attractive destination in which to live, 
work and do business. The master planning exercise will look at 
growth potential, use of derelict and vacant sites within the town 
centre, development potential of key sites at the entrance points 
from the road network and will seek to create a vibrant place for 
people to meet, recreate and connect with their area. It is intended 
that the Masterplan will enable the delivery of a high-quality town 
environment through sustainable economic growth catering for an 
expansion of services, retail and residential demand to meet the 
growth that the Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan 
and the National Planning Framework have identified for Shannon. 
It is intended that the Shannon Town Masterplan will underpin and 
act as a catalyst for change adding a new focus to the creation of 
a strong urban space within the town centre.  The procurement 
process is currently underway and it is anticipated that consultants 
will be engaged in early 2020. 

The image shows the boundary of the Masterplan area.

Proposed Material Amendments to the Draft Regional Spatial and 
Economic Strategy for the Southern Region (RSES): A planning 
workshop was held with Elected Members on 7th October which 
included a presentation on the Proposed Material Amendments to 
the Draft Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy. Following on from 
that workshop a submission was made to the Southern Regional 
Assembly. It is expected that the Draft RSES will be considered by 
the members of the assembly before year end

.

Cappa Enhancement Strategy: The Forward Planning Section 
and Helena McElmeel Architects are preparing an Enhancement 
Strategy for Cappa, Kilrush focusing on its connection to the sea, 
the pier and the beach. Members of the public have been filling 
in an online survey and a very successful public consultation 
event was held on the evening of 9th October at the Kilrush Hub. 
Feedback received on the night and from the survey is now being 
incorporated into the strategy, which will identify opportunities 
and challenges in the area. 

As part of the community engagement a Children’s Art Competition 
was held with children from St. Senan’s School and the Gaelscoil 
in Kilrush. Participating winners were announced at the public 
consultation event. All entries were then forwarded to the Kilrush 
Library where they will be on display until the 31st October. 

PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Parnell Street Information Workshop: Siobán Mulcahy Architects 
and Laura Vaughan Design were appointed by Clare County Council 
as consultants to engage with building owners and occupants of 
Parnell Street properties in order to provide free guidance on 
building and façade design. This was a pilot initiative which was 
carried out on behalf of the Planning Department. An information 
workshop was held in the Old Ground Hotel on Monday the 14th of 
October which included presentations from representatives of Clare 
County Council on planning, building regulations, fire regulations 
and design principles and how these matters may affect Parnell 
Street properties. This was followed in the afternoon by one-to-one 
meetings with individual building owners on how to make the most 
of the potential of their property and to enliven and engage with 
Parnell Street. 

Development Management:
•  93 planning applications were received during the month of 

October, bringing the total number received to date for 2019 
to 847.

•  24 pre-planning applications were received during the month 
of October, bringing the total number received to date for 2019 
to 271. 

Planning Enforcement:
During the month of October there were 11 new complaints 
received, 9 warning letters issued, 2 enforcement notices were 
served and 38 files were closed.

Conservation, Archaeology and Built Heritage

Historic Towns Initiative - The Turret Lodge Kilrush: Restoration 
works have been completed to the arch and piers leading into the 
Vandeleur Estate. Construction work continues at Turret Lodge on 
foot of co-funding obtained from The Heritage Council under the 
Historic Towns Initiative. It is anticipated that all external works 
will be completed by the end of November.  Upon completion it 
is intended that the Kilrush and District Historical Society would 
occupy the building as a Heritage and Genealogical Centre. The 
Planning Department together with Property Management Unit 
and the Rural Development Directorate are engaging with the 
community representatives to progress this plan

Property Management 
Quin Road Campus: Work is advancing well on the upgrade and 
refurbishment of a building in the Quin Road Business Park in 
Ennis, which will become the new location for the Clare Civil 
Defence Headquarters. The Contractors, Jada Construction / 
Kelly RAC Joint Venture have most of the internal ground works 
completed for Phase 1 of this project. Work has commenced 
on external elements of the Project and the sub-division of the 
internal space.

This is a partnership between Clare County Council and the 
Department of Defence and will strengthen the capacity of Clare 
Civil Defence to build on their brilliant service to the people of 
Clare during all events, such as festivals and severe weather, 
which we have experienced in recent years. The campus will 
attract new volunteers and allow training to be delivered to the 
highest possible level and the training facility will provide scope 
for collaboration with other parties. 
The support of the Elected Members in bringing this project to 
fruition is acknowledged.

RelocatIon of Allotments in Shannon: Earthworks have now been 

completed, pathways are in place and the concrete foundation 
for the storage containers have been laid at the new allotment 
site at Ballycasey More / Clonmoney West in Shannon. The 
water connection has been provided and the next stage is the 
completion of boundary fencing and the fencing of the individual 
allotments. Arrangements are currently underway for the signing 
of the new agreements from now to the end of 2020. 

A successful training event for the newly formed Shannon 
Allotment Association was held on Thursday 24th October in 
Shannon Town Hall and was facilitated by Jennifer O’Brien, 
Community Development Officer with Clare County Council.  

Casual Trading: During October, 1 casual trading licence was 
issued for the upcoming Kilrush Horse Fair on the 25th November 
2019 under the Casual Trading Act 1995 and the bye-laws there 
under. 

Leases and Licences: Existing leases and licences of Council 
owned property are continually being reviewed to ensure that 
there is compliance with all conditions, including insurance 
cover. The Property Management Unit is working closely with 
other Directorates in ensuring that property in our ownership 

Taking in Charge
Substantial progress has been made on a number of developments where remedial works were outstanding and bond monies have been 
claimed.
Sli an Fheargais, Clarecastle and Lough Gash, Newmarket on Fergus - remedial works on both these developments were completed during 
the month of October.
Brookfields and Oakfields, Shannon and Naps Court, Kilkishen – remedial works commenced during October on these developments and 
they are scheduled to be completed before year end. 
Teeronea (Tir an Fhia), Kilkishen – the tender to carry out remedial works was advertised on eTenders on Friday 25th October and the 
closing date for receipt of tenders is Friday 15th November 2019 at 4.00pm.
The taking in charge team continues to monitor new developments which are under construction.
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LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE CLARE
Training: LEO Clare hosted seven different training courses, 
information evenings and network events in October, attended by 
70 clients. The workshops included Pricing your product or service, 
Complete Digital Marketing, and Brexit Mentoring. LEO Clare also 
commenced a Start Your Own Business training workshop in Roche 
Ireland for those employees interested in pursuing that option. 

National Women’s Enterprise Day: Local Enterprise Office Clare 
along with Local Enterprise Office Limerick and Tipperary had 
their showcase annual event on October 17th. In total over 165 
female entrepreneurs from the three counties attended the event 
in Dromoland Castle. Guest speaker for the day was TV Presenter 
and Female Entrepreneur Sonya Lennon. 

Jean McCabe - Willow Ennis, Padraic McElwee - Clare LEO, Sonya 
Lennon - Designer and Entrepreneur from Lennon and Courtney 
and Sinead Dixon - Clare LEO. 

Shannon Library Evening Talk: Local Enterprise Office Clare 
attended a Talk, ‘Making It Happen’ – A Work Matters at Shannon 
Library on Tuesday 22nd October. We provided information 
on services that we offer including expertise, know-how and 
potential financial support to micro Irish businesses and will give 
a talk on starting or growing a business in Ireland.

McConnell Woollen Mills: Local Enterprise Office Clare was 
delighted to attend the official opening of McConnell Woollen 

Mills new premises in Killaloe and the announcement of ten 
new jobs over the next three years. The event was also attended 
by Pat Breen TD, Minister for Employment, Business, EU Digital 
Single Market and Data Protection.

Brexit: Local Enterprise Office Clare continues to support 
businesses as they prepare for the withdrawal of the UK from 
the EU. Thirty businesses have availed of a specific Brexit Mentor 
Programme while many other companies have attended our walk 
in Brexit advice clinics. On 23rd October twenty five companies 
attended a Customs Export and Import Procedure Training in the 
Inn at Dromoland.

Student Enterprise Awards: LEO Clare continued their annual 
Student Enterprise Programme hosting the second and third 
of three induction days for over 1000 students across 17 Clare 
schools. Local business owners from Accuvio and Torpey Hurleys 
attended imparting their knowledge and experience of running a 
business. 

 PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Heritage and Biodiversity

Feasibility Study of Cahiracon House and Estate: The 
Feasibility Study of the heritage resource, history and potential 
of Cahiracon House and Estate has been finalised. The study 
has explored the heritage and historical context of Cahiracon 
House and will inform the development possibilities.

Errina-Plassy Canal: Work continues on the assessment of the 
heritage value and the general condition of the Errina-Plassy 
Canal section of the former Limerick to Killaloe navigation. This 
initiative is part-funded by the Heritage Council.

Bespoke Biodiversity Resource Manual: This project is the 
development of a bespoke biodiversity resource manual for 
Clare County Council staff and includes a gap analysis, staff 
consultation and training. A questionnaire have been drawn 
up to obtain the views of Clare County Council staff on their 
requirement for training on biodiversity generally and the staff 
surveys will be underway shortly. This initiative is part-funded 
by the National Parks and Wildlife Service under the National 
Biodiversity Action Plan Grant (NBAP) 2019-2021.

Biodiversity: Clare County Council supported the biodiversity 
training for communities rolled out by the Clare Local 
Development Company (CLDC), who commissioned Burrenbeo 
to provide the training programme. Clare County Council was 
represented at the “Working together for nature - An exhibition 
of community biodiversity plans” where 15 local community 
biodiversity action plans were launched.

All Ireland Pollinator Plan: A presentation was made to Clare 
County Council Management Team on the All Ireland Pollinator 
Plan. A preliminary evaluation of the current practices and 

intended improvements required under the Pollinator Plan for 
local authorities illustrates that Clare County Council is very 
committed to playing its part, leading by example and providing 
support for action by communities. 

ICAN: Five pilot Clare community groups are at present 
preparing community heritage material for their individual 
websites on the ICAN portal. All websites are being prepared to 
be ready for a soft launch by the end of 2019.

Reading the Landscape: The fourth round in 2019 of Reading 
the Landscape Training in Killaloe is now underway. In addition 
the other course participants (from Miltown, Kilrush and 
Scarriff) are preparing their course material for the web, via 
the Clare County Council community heritage website and to 
make available their final Reading the Landscape projects on 
the ICAN portal. 

National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage: An Expression 
of Interest Form has been submitted to the Department of 
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht for National Inventory 
of Intangible Cultural Heritage recognition for Spancilhill 
International Horse Fair.
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Recent Training Courses
• Work is ongoing on the Roadworks Programme for 2019 
with significant progress being achieved in each area under 
the Restoration Improvement, Restoration Maintenance 
and Discretionary Maintenance grant categories. Work is 
also progressing on the Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) 
approved for 2019.

•   Applications received under the Community 
Involvement Scheme (CIS) , (closing date of 28th June), 
are presently being assessed with a view to a list being 
submitted to the Department of Transport, Tourism 
and Sport (DTTaS) to seek grant funding for works to be 
undertaken in 2020 and 2021 once the grant allocation 
for 2019 has been fully utilised. 

• Recruitment of Retained Fire Service Personnel

A QQI Accredited Fire Fighting Skills Course was held at the 
Training Centre at Ennis Fire Station from 23rd September to 

11th October 2019. The course included ladder, pump and 
equipment drills along with theory sessions. 18 personnel 
successfully completed the course, 4 of whom were from 
Clare. 

On successful completion of this course, the new Clare 
recruits will be allocated positions in Shannon, Scarriff, 
Killaloe and Kilkee Fire Stations.

 Fire & Building Control Section

Major Emergency Management – Storm 
Lorenzo

Ex-tropical storm “Lorenzo” was identified in the lower Atlan-
tic during the last days of September. Clare County Council’s 
severe weather assessment team were continaully monitor-
ing the storm. The path and intensity of the storm was un-
clear as the strom approached on Tuesday 1st and Wednes-
day 2nd October. 
Clare County Council assembled a Crisis Management Team 
to manage the preparedness and response to the storm. The 
Crisis Management Team met on three occasions between 
Wednesday 2nd to Friday 4th October.  

Co-ordination by Clare County Council included:
• Warning and informing the public through social media & 
media briefings on Clare FM 
• Inter-agency tele-conferences with An Garda Síochána 
and Health Service Executive
• Co-ordination with National Emergency Co-ordination 
Centre

County Clare did not suffer any notable effects from the 
storm, however, significant rainfall and consequent flooding 
occurred in the North West as the strom passed over.

Emergency Exercise at Shannon Airport 
Fuel Terminal 
Clare County Council Environment Section and Clare County 
Fire and Rescue Service took part in a Major Emergency 
Management Exercise at Shannon Airport Fuel Terminal on 
Tuesday 8th October.
Participating agencies included: Clare County Council, An 
Garda Síochána, Health Service Executive, Shannon Foynes 
Port Company, Shannon Airport Authority, Shannon Airport 
Fuel Terminal, including Tedcastles Oil (TOP) and Shannon 
Estuary Anti-Pollution Team (SEA-PT) including contractor 
Poullution and Waste Services Limited.
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 Fire & Building Control Section

Clare Civil Defence

Operational Duties

Civil Defence provided medical cover for the following 
events:
•  Teenage Discos held in the Queens Hotel as part of 

a joint initiative between Clare CD and An Garda 
Siochana

• Half marathon held in Quin village
• Hurling County Final held in Cusack Park
• Football County Final held in Cusack Park
• Charity cycle in aid of Mental Health Awareness

Civil Defence also provided the following operational 
duties:
• Assisted Clare County Fire & Rescue Service with a 
road traffic collision exercise held for New Recruits Course. 

Members Training & Professional 
Development

Various members successfully completed a Personal Survival 
Training Course at the Maritime Institute of Ireland in 
Ringaskiddy, Co. Cork. A number of members attended an 
Advanced Driving Instructors Workshop and a training morning 
held by the Swiftwater Rescue Team.

National Fire Safety Week

National Fire Safety Week took place from the 7th to 13th 
October 2019. Fire Officers attended stands at Ennis and Kilrush 
Marts to promote Fire Safety and distribute smoke detectors. 
A social media campaign was also run to promote Fire Safety 
Awareness.

16
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 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Roadworks Programme and Operations

Work is substantially complete on the Roadworks Programme 
for 2019 with significant progress being achieved in each area 
under the Restoration Improvement, Restoration Maintenance 
and Discretionary Maintenance grant categories for Regional 
and Local roads and for maintenance and improvement works 
on our National road network

Works are substantially complete on all 27 CIS applications 

approved in 2019, thereby fully addressing the present need for 
the CIS scheme.

Works are fully completed and grants recouped on the 12 
LIS projects approved in 2019. An additional application 
was submitted to the Department of Rural and Community 
Development in April 2019 seeking additional funding of 
€1.037m for 22 further LIS projects however we have not yet 
received any notification of further LIS projects being approved 
for 2019.

Strategic Transportation 

Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy 
(LSMATS)
The Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy is 
being developed at present by the NTA and the Strategy is to 
cover all modes of land transport 2018 to 2040. A number of 
meetings have been held with the Consultants, NTA, TII and
Limerick City & County Council. Clare Co Council has supplied 
background data to the Consultants and the NTA eg a list of 
Stakeholders to be consulted, traffic data, the Clare Noise Action 
Plan. Comments have also been returned by the Transportation 
and Planning sections on the Baseline Conditions Report and 
the Demand Analysis Report. The NTA has sought transportation 
issues from various stakeholders in the LSMA that they would 
like addressed by the LSMATS

Public Lighting 

The key priorities in relation to public lighting include 
complete changeover to LED technology, achievement of the 
2020 Carbon footprint reduction target and replacement of 
supporting infrastructure where required.

It was announced in late 2018 that the Road Management 
Office (RMO) have been successful in securing €17.5 million 
in support from the Climate Action Fund for the LA Public 
Lighting Energy Efficiency Project nationally. This will form 
part of the funding necessary for the delivery of the project. 
ARUP were appointed in February and are currently working 
on the contract documents for Region 1. Clare has confirmed 
its participation and has signed up to be included in Region 1 
of the Local Authority Public Lighting Energy Efficiency Project. 
For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options 
available to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults: 

•  Internet: Direct reporting on our website – www.
airtricitysolutions.com 

•  Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions dedicated Call Centre – 
1850 372 772 

•  Local Authority Identification – via Local Authority’s 
website or Contact number 

 Road Design Office Projects being 
developed in 2019

•	 Sixmilebridge Bridge      - to be repaired in 2020    
•	 Aughaglanna Bridge      - due for completion mid 

November 
•	 Barony Bridge    - due for completion mid 

November
•	  Ballyvohan Bridge    - due for completion mid 

November
•	

Additional bridges
•	 Barrly-Thomous Bridge       - Completed
•	 Stonepark Bridge            - Now in 2020 funding ap-

plication
•	 Bunratty Bridge (Low Road)   - Now in 2020 funding 

application
•	 Gilloge Bridges ( three structures) Now in 2020 Spe-

cific Improvement funding application
•	 Bridges notified to RDO by MD Engineers  - Inspec-

tions ongoing

Road Safety Remedial Measure 2019 to be commenced

•	 N67 Hospital Cross Ennistimon to Lehinch
•	 N68 Beneden
•	 N67 Bend at Lisdeen 
Bridge Rehabilitation – Progress

AA Screening by Doherty Environmental completed on 
2019 grant funded bridges

•	 Latoon Bridge Piers/Services  – Some Services diver-
sions have been carried out.  Eir work cancelled due 
to Storm Lorenzo. Awaiting new date.

•	 Inghid Bridge            - Completed
•	 Quin Bridge             - Completed 
•	 Ballycorrick Bridge       - Completed 
•	 Pollagh Bridge           - 2 days work remaining
•	 Annagh Bridge           - Completed 
•	 Doorus West Bridge      - Completed 
•	 Kelly’s Pass Bridge        - Contractor appointed
•	 Aghy Bridge              - Completed 
•	 Caherbarnagh Bridge      - Completed
•	 Goleensallagh Bridge     - Due for completion early 

November
•	 Cloonanaha South Bridge  – Contractor will move to 

this when finished at Goleensallagh 
•	 Breaghva Bridge    - Due for completion early 

November
•	 New Bridge     - 98% complete
•	 Mountievers Bridge       - to be repaired in 2020    
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CURRENT PROJECTS

Project Update
N85 Clareabbey Roundabout Drawings and Feasibility Report for traffic calm-

ing and pedestrian/cyclist facilities issued to TII. 
Three options considered. A fourth option of 
Traffic signals to be investigated.

N68 Fahy’s Rd Kilrush Pedestrian Crossing     
Report on Section 38 submissions was present-
ed to the May West Clare MD meeting. Scheme 
was not approved. 

N68 Shaughnessy’s Cross                    Feasibility report and costing to be forwarded 
to TII in early November 

R462 Cratloe Cross Pedestrian Crossing       
Section 38 approved, Safety File issued to MD. 
Site liaison on going

R458 Newmarket                           Section 38 approved, Safety File issued to MD. 
Site liaison on going

Bunratty Castle Junction  Draft Drawings and preliminary cost estimates 
prepared in April. Options include repairing/
widening the existing arch bridge, traffic calm-
ing, provision of pedestrian crossing and new 
footpath connection to the main Shannon Heri-
tage carpark on Low Road. Road Design Office 
staff met with Shannon Heritage and their Con-
sultants. 
Report prepared on Planning Application P19 
365.
Five options considered and Option B has been 
selected by Road Design Office.
Funding source to be identified. 
Timeframe for Part 8 to be agreed.

EuroVelo 1   Design of signage scheme and cost estimates complete. 
Map and cost estimate available for discussion. EuroVelo1 
is a 317km route along existing roads in Clare. The route 
includes coastal , inland, Burren section, Shannon Estuary 
section and also travels through Clarecastle, Quin, 
Sixmilebridge, Meelick and onwards towards Limerick. It 
has the potential to be a significant tourism generator for 
County Clare. Consultation has taken place with reps of 
various cycling clubs.
Funding source to be identified.

Knockanean NS Road Improvement scheme – design drawing and land 
maps prepared and issued to Ennis MD. Cost estimate 
prepared.Meeting held with school in relation to land 
issues.

TII HD 17 Sites N67 Drainage works complete. N67 Public Lighting 
upgrade costs have been forwarded to TII Engineer for 
review.
Site visits ongoing on N67, N68, N85. Survey, Design , 
Costings and Feasibility reports required for all sites.

N85 Shanaway Rd Junction, Ennis Manual traffic turning count is complete. Topo-
graphical survey complete. Drawing complete 
and issued to TII Road Safety Engineer. Await-
ing TII input in relation to access to the filling 
station/One Mile Inn property. Feasibility Re-
port complete but cost estimate to be finalised 
and Landowner meetings to take place.

 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
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Low Cost Safety Schemes 2019 - Progress

L4010/ L8022 Y junction on a bend L4010 south 
of Flagmount

On site nearing completion

R478 St Brigid’s Well Safety file issued to MD, works out to tender
L4506 Kilrush rd to Limerick Rd Traffic calming Construction almost complete
R469 Ballymacahill Cross Pedestrian crossing Safety file issued to MD, works out to tender
R458 Carmody St/Drumbiggle Rd, Ennis Safety file issued to MD, works out to tender
R462 Sixmilebridge Works on going on site
R474 Kilmaley     Signage being ordered
Application for Low Cost Safety Schemes 2020 Lodged with DTTAS on 3rd October 2019
Application for Bridge Rehabilitation Schemes 
2020

Lodged with DTTAS on 3rd October 2019

Application for Specific Improvement Grant 2020 Lodged with DTTAS on 3rd October 2019
Development – Planning Apps Ongoing reports/meetings/correspondence
Pre-Planning •	 Country Pine junction, Tulla Rd, Ennis

•	 Ballyallia
•	 R471 Junction Shannon
•	 Housing at Newpark/Cappahard, Ennis
•	 Part 8 Parnell St
•	 Gaelscoil , Ennis
•	 Housing ,Knockaderry, Ennis

Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport 
Strategy

Data issued by RDO to Consultants Jacobs 
Systra.
A Cronin reviewed the Baseline Conditions and 
Policy Context Report and Demand Analysis 
Report and reverted to the NTA.

University of Limerick access from the Clare road 
network

RDO asked to prioritise preliminary design on 
this project including design of any necessary 
repairs to Blackwater River Bridge and the 
Canal Bridge. Prelim design and cost estimate 
complete.

Milltown Malbay relief Road Part 8 report complete on housing project
Ennistimon Relief road - tie in to N85 Liaison with Planning section
Proposed demolition and remediation of the 
existing Roche API Manufacturing plant – Traffic 
and Transport aspects

Liaison/meetings with Roche and their Consul-
tants

Liaison with NTA regarding bus stops ongoing
OTHER PROJECTS on the 2019 Work Programme

Clare Noise Action Plan 2018  Priorities and matrix assessment/ further moni-
toring

Update of the Road Schedule
Doolin Pier to Roadford - various projects
Review of Traffic signals at R463 Westbury Junc-
tion 

LCS 2020 applied for

 N67 Killimer Church - Review of Traffic Calming
Doonbeg village Traffic Calming 
 Car park at Lemanagh Castle
 R469 - Keevagh road realignment, Quin Road
R352/Corrovorrin Junction , Ennis Review of junction options. Application sent 

in to DTTAS early October for 2020 funding for 
signalisation of the junction.

 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
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Capital Delivery/Project Management  
Office (PMO)

 The updated status of the main projects being worked on in the 
past month is as follows: 

•  CFRAMs: Tenders have been assessed and a letter of intent 
sent to the successful tenderer for the appointment of 
Consultant Engineers to design and develop the Kilkee Flood 
Relief Scheme. An appointment will be made following the 
completion of normal procurement procedures. The OPW 
Framework for Consultants was used. The Shannon Town 
& Environs Flood Relief Scheme Tender documentation 
is being finalised and it is expected to go to tender in 
November.

•  Doolin Pier Visitor Services Building – Work continues in 
regard to the extent of lands required and available for 
this development. In addition to engagement with the 
key stakeholders, the Doolin Community Council have 
requested an update on the project and this is being 
arranged.

 •  Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – The Contractor has 
substantially completed the Ballybeg section of the scheme. 
The St Flannan’s College section has progressed onto the 
public road at Tobarteascain and planned road closures 
are now in place. The date for completion of the pipe 
work in this section is still programmed to be Feb/March 
2020. Work is continuing on the piled section near Doora 
Bridge where poor ground conditions were encountered. 
The ESB line crossing the river at that location is posing a 
difficulty but Clare Co Council, ESB and Ward and Burke are 
working together to address this. Ryan Hanley are currently 
progressing a revised design solution for the other location 
at the Clareabbey end where ground conditions have also 
presented difficulties for the original design. 

•  Ennistymon Inner Relief Road & Bridge Crossing (Blakes 
Corner) – Work continues in finalising the detailed 
information required by TII prior to receiving their approval 
to publish the CPO. It is expected that all of this will be 
completed in the coming weeks.

•  Killaloe Bridge and By-Pass – As required, we are liaising 

L4176 Ballybeg Road, Ennis     Survey, design of realignment and provision of 
footpaths. If funding secured will commence in 
March 2020.

N68 Wilson road and Monvana junctions Request from Area for input
N68 McNamees Shop/Garage Request from Area for input

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

General Design Office – Projects being 
developed in 2019 

•  Ennistimon Innovation Centre & Office – General 
Design progressed the Procurement of the 
purchase of the site, Design, Part VIII, Construction 
Drawings, Procurement and supervision of the 
contract works. Official opening to be in November. 
Facilities Include Hot Desks, Incubation Units, 
CO Working space, Full audio visual, High speed 
Broadband Training and conferencing, Locker 
storage, Access to Canteen Facilities, Secure fob 
access to hub.

•  Ennis Digital Hub Design and planning permission 
secured.

•  Cliffs of Moher Footpath Upgrade, Surveys and 
design Drawings to be prepared for e-tenders. 
Going to e-tenders on the 18th-23rd November 
2019

•  Quin Road Campus – Civil Defence Headquarters. 
Jada Projects Ltd have started work on Site

•  Killaloe Bypass-Shannon Crossing - Land Registry 
Compliant Maps. 25% completed.

•  Demolition of Brookville House, Gort Road Ennis, 
Fitzgibbon Contractors, works Completed 

•  Bindon Court Ennis and No 1 Bindon Street – 
Construction work complete with building leased 

to Limerick Institute of Technology.
•   Speed Limit Review – Signage instillation 

completed with snagging to be carried out.
• Shannon Allotments – Construction commenced.
•  Burren Discovery Trail design completed 

and documents lodged for Part VIII Planning 
permission. 

•  Lough Derg Amenity Trail (Tuamgraney to Killaloe) 
Design Completed and documents lodged for Part 
VIII Planning permission. 

•  Holy Island Mountshannon Topographical 
Surveys Progressed. Master Map prepared for 
Land ownership Issues. Registry of Deeds Title 
documents got for Aistear Park.

•  Beach By Laws Maps 2019 Amended and a 
number of Changes made. The Maps are in colour 
and bring much more clarity to the Bye laws 

•  Make my Day examples of various projects that 
were carried out Recognising that people with 
disabilities have the same right to use and enjoy 
public spaces that we all share.

•  Part of the Working Group for County Burial 
Ground and amenity Project at Ballaghafadda 
Kiladysert Road Ennis.

•  Electoral Area Boundary Maps for each Municipal 
District showing DED and also Townlands.

• Ennis West Mens Shed At Cloughleigh 
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 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

with DTTaS, TII, OPW, IW and the Utility companies in 
relation to technical compliance and statutory consents. 
We are also working towards finalising the various 
Landowner Deals by agreement where possible, while 
others are being processed through the Arbitration 
process. An updated Business Case was submitted to 
the Department last month for their review and the next 
Project Team meeting is scheduled for Thursday Nov 
14th. The Tender short listing process will commence by 
year’s end with the scheme expected to go to tender in 
early Summer 2020. Following the procurement process 
and evaluation of tenders received, we would expect to 
award the contract in late 2020 subject to Department 
approval.  The construction period is expected to take 3 
years thereafter. 

•  Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) – We 
have a meeting arranged with the Department for mid 
November following which the Department will be issuing 
further guidance on LIHAF projects nationally. In the 
meantime, RPS Consulting Engineers are advancing the 
design of the link road between the N85 Roundabout at 
Claureen and the Lees Road/Drumcliff Road Intersection 
and we are engaging with Irish Water regarding the Water 
& Wastewater infrastructure required. It is expected that 
we will be in a position to submit for Planning Permission 
in the coming weeks. 

•  Limerick Northern Distributor Road (LNDR) (Phase 2) – 
Following a meeting with the DTTaS earlier in the month, 
the Project Team are responding to some detailed queries 
raised in relation to the Appraisal phase. To ensure that the 
LNDR emerges as an urgent requirement for the Region, 
we continue to engage with the National Transport 
Authority in the drafting of the Transport Strategy for 
the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan area (L-SMATS) and 
a number of staff participated in a workshop on Oct 23rd 
last. We have a further meeting on the matter with the 
NTA later this week (Nov 7th).

•  N19 Shannon Airport Access Road – Following the 
appointment of Fehily Timoney & Company as Consultants 
to the scheme, Contracts were signed in October to 
deliver the planning and design phases including Scheme 
Concept & Feasibility; Options Selection; Design & 
Environmental Evaluation and the Statutory Processes. 
The anticipated programme for the delivery of the services 
is approximately 39 months. The Project will provide 
a high quality road improvement scheme on the N19 
National Primary Road between Drumgeely Roundabout 
and Knockbeagh Point Roundabout (for a distance of 
approx 2.2km) on the approach to the Airport and it will 
add significantly to the infrastructure facilitating Shannon 
Airport, Industry in the Region and the wider Shannon 
community. The Project Team held its initial meeting with 
TII and the MWRDO on Friday October 18th last and data 
gathering workshops have been arranged for the 12th 
and 14th November. 

•  N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme – The original 
scheme included for a 3km of road realignment however 
following detailed survey and ground investigation TII has 
now approved extending the scheme by 11/2 km. We are 
currently engaging in survey work that will inform the 
project brief for the appointment of consultants in early 
2020.

•  Access to and from UL: – Members will be aware of 
the two elements to this work. Firstly, the University is 
exploring a possible new exit onto the Garraun Road 
subject to statutory approvals, and we will be meeting 
with them in the coming weeks to try and advance this.  
Separately, the Council wishes to enhance the toe path 
along the Canal Bank to facilitate Pedestrian and Cyclists 
under the Hinterland programme. We have tendered the 
works and a contractor is ready to start once agreement 
with the local landowner/occupier is finalised.

•  West Clare Railway Greenway – The Project Management 
Office is carrying out a high level feasibility study on the 
88 KM long West Clare Railway Greenway. The initial 
focus is on a 23km length between Kilrush and Kilkee. 
Clare County Council is very mindful on how such works 
can impact on landowners and as proposals develop, 
we will be holding public awareness and consultation 
meetings in the communities affected to see how we can 
move forward with minimum disruption and taking all the 
views of the stakeholders involved.  

•  Waste Remediation Programme – Following further 
sampling and survey work by our specialist Contractor, 
Safeway Environmental, the data is currently being 
evaluated. In late November, we will have the findings 
available to us which will allow us to report back to the 
EPA in early January with our plans and proposals for 
permanent remediation. Following EPA advice/approval, 
the necessary actions will be taken.
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WATER SERVICES

Water Conservation 

Annual Service Plan and Headcount 2019: The Water Services 
Department of Clare Co Council continues to deliver the water 
services function as per the Service Level Agreement with Irish 
Water. The monthly KPI’s continue to be monitored by all of the 
water services teams to achieve required targets. A review of 
the budgeted versus actual expenditure to the end of May 2019 
are currently showing an overspend of 1%. 

Water Conservation: 

• The Operations team continued water conservation 
activity throughout the county reacting to various increases in 
demand primarily in Ennis and West Clare.
• In June The Find and Fix team operated in the 
Newmarket-on-Fergus, Tulla Road and Turnpike areas of Ennis 
and the Gort road industrial estate. Leak detection work was 
also carried out in Kilrush and Ennistymon. A total of 90 leaks 
have been repaired to the end of May.

Asset Transfer Project: 

375 water & waste water assets, in Co Clare, have been identified 
to date. Of these 50 are Non Operational/Non Transfer to Irish 
Water and a further 163 have been completed and transferred 
to Irish Water. This leaves a list of 162 assets to be dealt with 
and eventually transferred to Irish Water which is broken down 
as follows:
•  Pending - 37 assets are being discussed to be brought 

forward for transfer to Irish Water in the coming months 
– these consist of straight transfers and also some assets 
having to be subdivided by map/plan once an agreement 
has been reached on the size of the plot containing the 
asset to be transferred and right of ways etc.

•  National Special Projects Office (NSPO) – This is a 
department within Irish Water dealing with special projects 
including Facilitating the Asset Transfers from Local 
Authorities - 1 asset is with the NSPO for investigation to 
ascertain if it can be considered an underground asset and 
can therefore be transferred by S.I. 13 of 2015.

•  Property Registration Authority Ireland – 1 asset has gone 

to the PRAI to be subdivided. 
•  3rd Party/Unregistered assets - The remaining 123 assets 

identified to be transferred to IW are on 3rd Party Registered 
lands (101) or Unregistered Lands (22). Background work 
continues on these assets.

Irish Water is expecting guidelines from the Department in the 
near future regarding first registration of unregistered assets to 
enable transfer of same.  

CAPITAL PROJECTS

IW’s & (CCC’s) Capital Section is broken down into the following 
sub-sections;

• Infrastructure Programmes: (major infrastructure projects)
• Capital Programmes: (minor projects)
• Network Programmes: (mains replacements / find and fix)

Irish Water refers to the different phases of a project as Gates.

• Gate 1. Concept Design and data gathering.
• Gate 2. Environmental Studies Detailed design and planning.
• Gate 3. Construction stage and handover
• Gate 4. Contract closeout

Infrastructure Programmes (Capital Projects) - Clare Capital 
Investment Plan (CIP) 2014–2016 Projects: (continuing from 
2016)

Kilfenora Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
Planning Permission has been granted by Clare County Council. 
The expectation is to go to Gate 3 (Construction Stage) in Q1 
2020 once budget approval is received (by Q4 2019). IW has 
confirmed that this contract will be awarded under IW ECI (Early 
Contractor Involvement) framework.
Quin Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
This contract has been awarded under IW ECI (Early Contractor 
Involvement) framework and is currently under way. 
Clonroadmore Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
A pricing document with drawings for replacement screens 
including dewatering equipment at both pumping stations has 
been submitted by MEVA (screen supplier) to IW. These are 
currently under review by IW.
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Clare Capital Investment Plan 
2017–2021 Projects

Lahinch Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
Currently at Gate 1: Concept design report at draft review stage. 
Progressing to Gate 2 detailed design and environmental 
evaluation, thereafter advancing to planning in 2020.
Gate 3: the construction stage, expected to commence before 
the end of 2021.

Ennistymon Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: 
Currently at Gate 1: Concept design report at draft review stage. 
Progressing to Gate 2 detailed design and environmental 
evaluation, thereafter advancing to planning in 2020.
Gate 3: the construction stage, expected to commence before 
the end of 2021.
Newmarket on Fergus Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
Currently at Gate 1: Concept design report at draft review stage. 
Progressing to Gate 2 detailed design and environmental 
evaluation, thereafter advancing to planning in 2020.
Gate 3: the construction stage, expected to commence before 
the end of 2021.
Shannon (2no projects):
a) Interim upgrade of the Waste Water Treatment Plant. The 
project at Gate 2, tender stage. Award and budget approval 
expected to be announced shortly. 
Construction expected to commence in the Q2 2020.
b) Gate 1 studies, for the agglomeration, have commenced. 
Priority has been the interim upgrade of the WWTP.
Progressing to Gate 2 - detailed design & planning thereafter.
Expectation to go to Gate 3 – construction stage – not 
determined at this stage.

Clare Untreated Agglomerations 
Study (UTAS) Projects 
 - (Project period 2017-2021)

RPS is the appointed Consulting Engineer. The projects under 
UTAS are progressing through detail design and planning. Public 
information sessions were held in Clarecastle, Kilrush and 
Kilkee during May 2018, and Ballyvaughan and Liscannor were 
completed in September and October 2018 respectively. Land 
and wayleave acquisitions processes are at an advanced stage 
for each of the projects within the UTAS programme. 

1. Kilrush Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
Gate 2: Planning was granted by Clare County Council on the 
1st October 2019.
Landowner/wayleave/CPO process is near completion. The 
expectation is to go to Gate 3, the construction stage, before 
the end of 2020 and to be completed by end 2021. IW has 
confirmed that this contract will be awarded under IW ECI 
(Early Contractor Involvement) frameworl

2. Clarecastle Agglomeration Upgrade:
Under Irish Waters UTAS the waste water collected at Quay Rd 
pumping station will be diverted via a new waste water pipeline 
to Clareabby WwTP.
It was considered but determined not feasible to construct the 
proposed rising main to Clareabbey WWTP in conjunction with 
the flood relief scheme works.
Gate 2 – detailed design is near completion.

Site Investigation works have been completed. Landowner/
wayleave/CPO process was concluded via an oral hearing. 
However a section 5 (Planning Act) referral was been lodged 
with the Planning Department. The Planning Department 
has recently assessed that the proposed works constitute 
exempted development. The expectation is to go to Gate 3, 
the construction stage, in Q1 2020 and to be completed by Q3 
2020.
3. Liscannor Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
Gate 2 – detailed design near completion.
Planning submission is expected to be lodged in early November 
2019. Landowner/wayleave/CPO process is ongoing. The 
expectation is to go to Gate 3, the construction stage, before 
the end of 2020 and to be completed by end 2021. IW has 
confirmed that this contract will be awarded under IW ECI 
(Early Contractor Involvement) framework.
4. Ballyvaughan Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
Gate 2 – detailed design ongoing due to site selection 
considerations which have not concluded. Planning submission 
is expected to be lodged in Q2 2020. Landowner/wayleave/CPO 
process is ongoing.
The expectation is to go to Gate 3, construction stage, before 
the end of 2020 and to be completed by end 2021.

5. Kilkee Waste Water Treatment Plant Upgrade:
Environmental studies ongoing – As a part of this process MERC 
Consultants Ltd are currently carrying out an assessment the 
existing outfall in Kilkee. It is expected that their environmental 
evaluation will be completed by the end November 2019.
Gate 2 – detailed design cannot be completed until the 
outcome of the environmental assessments is known. Planning 
submission is delayed until the environmental studies have 
been concluded. Landowner/wayleave/CPO and site selection 
process is ongoing.
The expectation is to go to Gate 3, construction stage, before 
the end of 2020 and to be completed by end 2021.

Capital Programmes (minor Capital Works)

Inlet Works Project:
This is a national project reviewing and ultimately upgrading 
various inlet receiving structures including storm tanks and 
sludge handling. In Clare the following are within this project;
• Inagh WwTP
• Clareabbey WwTP
• Miltown Malbay WwTP

The Clareabbey WWTP inlet works project has been granted 
planning and has moved onto detailed design stage.
National Certificate of Authorisation (NCAP):
This Programme will review all EPA Certified Wastewater 
plants with a P.E. of less than 500 and their impact on receiving 
waters. Ballycannon and Kilmihil WWTP’s in Co. Clare have been 
included in the first round of assessments. RPS has prepared 
Site Option Reports for both plants which are currently under 
review.
Francis Street Pumping Station Ennis.
The new storm pumps have now been fully commissioned and 
are integrated with the existing control systems. It is hoped to 
replace the foul pumps in early 2020 under an energy saving 
scheme.
Sludge Satellites:
Clareabbey WWTP will not be considered under this programme
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Francis Street Pumping Station Ennis.
The new storm pumps have now been fully commissioned and 
are integrated with the existing control systems. It is hoped to 
replace the foul pumps in early 2020 under an energy saving 
scheme.
Sludge Satellites:
Clareabbey WWTP will not be considered under this programme.
Network Programmes Mains Replacement Works

Mullagh -Milltown Malbay Watermains Rehab . The site 
investigation works are completed and the
design is now being progressed. The contractor is finalising road 
opening details with the MD office. 
It is not expected to progress to construction until Q1 2020.

Shareridge, working on behalf of Irish Water, have provided the 
following information for watermains replacement works;
 
Doonbeg Watermains Rehabilitation: This contract is currently 
on hold by Irish Water due to technical and cost issues associated 
with the road reinstatement. We hope to progress a solution in 
the coming months.

Parnell St
This project involving watermains replacement has now 
commenced and will run until 23rd November 2019.

Castlecrine to Kilmurry
Road opening licence has been paid for this project. No start 
date has been advised to CCC as yet but it is expected to now 
commence construction in Q1 2020.

Main rehabilitation 2020 Programme of Works
A priority list of projects is now being compiled and CCC are 
working with IW to prioritise essential projects for Tranche 5.

Ballycannon Pumping Station to Elton Court (Meelick) Waste 
Water Pumping Rising Main
A new rising main linking Ballycannon WWTP to Elton court 
Pumping station is now at route selection stage. 

Castlelake WTP
IW have confirmed that, the Full Options Assessment for 
Castlelake is due to commence later this year. The 25-year plan 
for Castlelake WTP should be complete by end Q1 2020

Remedial Action list (RAL).

3 No. sites have been selected in Clare for upgrades 
Ballymacraven WTP, New Doolough WTP and Corrofin WTP. 
Tenders should issue for these by the end of 2019.
 

Water & Waste Water Operations

The following statistics provide an indication of the level of 
activity / work being carried out by the water and waste water 
teams throughout the county from 27th September 2019 up to 
and including 22nd October 2019. The figures do not however 
reflect the time invested by the teams which is required to 
resolve each complaint /issue. 

• 15 Customer Complaints were dealt with to-date
• 1 Emergency Work Order during the timeframe

•  181 Reactive Maintenance Work Orders were dealt with 
and closed out

• 0 Customer Asset Flooding Work Order was received
•  112 Service Requests (SR’s) were raised for Field Requests 

and Follow On Work Orders for Reactive Maintenance 
work

• 51 Outage Notices were placed on the IW portal during 
the period
A major burst occurred in Killadysert Water Supply Zone on the 
weekend of October 19th/20th. This required significant time 
on both days and on Saturday night by the Operations crew to 
find and repair the leak which was on the rising main between 
the Water Treatment Plant and the Reservoir.
It did not result in a significant outage for customers due to quick 
response by the Kilrush team once the problem was identified.

Rural Water Programme

The Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
published the 2019-2021 Rural Water Programme on the 14th 
October with Clare receiving a total allocation of €2,159,649 
over the course of the 3 year programme. €1,105,590 of the 
overall sum has been allocated for 2019. The programme has 
been altered to previous years in that the allocation is scheme 
and project specific and no discretionary allowance is available 
for local authorities within the allocation. The main focus of 
the funding for Clare in the new programme is for the transfer 
of existing schemes into the public network. The details of the 
impending new conditions associated with the ‘Grant for the 
Provision of or Necessary Improvement of an Individual Supply 
Water Supply to a House’ are still awaited. 
Irish Water has informed the Rural Water programme that a 
temporary suspension has been placed on the taking in charge 
or group water and group sewerage schemes for the remainder 
of 2019. 5 no schemes were submitted to Irish Water for 
consideration for taking in charge in October and it is hoped 
that will be progressed in January 2020.
38no. applications have been received to date in 2019 in respect 
of the ‘Grant for the Provision of or Necessary Improvement of 
an Individual Water Supply to a House’. 
The Rural Water Team continues to work with group water 
schemes to ensure their members have a robust and sustainable 
quality and quantity supply of water available to them.

Non Service Level Agreement Works

We have completed our review of the design options for our 
remediation works for the old Ennis Water treatment works 
at Gortaganniv. The preferred option is remove a section of 
the 140 year old dam to prevent further deterioration of the 
structure and works will commence in the coming weeks.
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Clarecastle Peoples Park
Work on The Peoples Park in Clarecastle which was funded 
under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme is nearing 
completion. The works include the provision of a new boardwalk 
and outdoor teaching area, footpath upgrade to encourage and 
promote movement through the park, signage and bollards, 
CCTV, park lighting and a biodiversity area.

Ennis Tidy Towns Biodiversity Management
Ennis Municipal District provided operational support to Ennis 
Tidy Towns in their trial of a new and innovative pollinator/
biodiversity management technique at several roundabouts in 
Ennis. The MD provided on site supports, traffic management, 
transport and disposal of cuttings to the central waste 
Management Facility in Inagh was coordinated by EMD staff. 

Clare County Council was afforded significant mention for their 
support in this blog as well as their on-going supports which 
won Ennis Tidy Towns the Pollinator Award for Large Urban 
Centre for the second year running at the National Tidy Towns 
Awards.

Christmas In Ennis 2019
Ennis MD has prepared a bumper package of events for 
Christmas 2019 running over four consecutive weekends 
commencing with the turning on of the Christmas lights on the 
29th November. Old favourites like the hugely popular Express 
train make a return. New initiatives this year include: ‘Music 
in the market’ a fun filled family day at the Market Building, 
Retro drive-in movies which will bring festive classics such as 
Home Alone and Elf on the “world’s biggest LED screen”, and 

‘Ennis Christmas Village’ will showcase creative crafts and food 
including a large fun Carousel, Santa’s Grotto and other festive 
surprises in Abbey Street Car Park from 13th to 15th December 
2019. 
Full details are available on the “Christmas in Ennis” Facebook 
page.

Works Programme
Work has begun on the rejuvenation of the limestone 
footpaths on O’Connell Street. The specialised process employs 
enclosed captive vacuum shot blasting. Business owners and 
residents were informed in advance of the works, which take 
place between the hours of 03:00 and 09:00 hrs to minimise 
disruption to the town’s primary thoroughfare. The works are 
weather dependent. 

Tenders have been advertised for pedestrian crossings at 
Ballymacahill Cross, Tulla road and the junction of Carmody 
Street and Drumbiggle Road with a closing date of the 1st 
November. Funding has been secured for both projects under 
the Low Cost Safety Scheme. 

Irish Water works on Parnell Street water mains replacement 
are ongoing with an expected completion date of the 29th 
November 2019. 
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Gardening: 
With the arrival of autumn and the drop in temperatures, routine 
winter maintenance has commenced around the county, with hedge 
cutting, pruning of shrubs and bedding preparation being completed 
at various locations. Hanging baskets around Ennis town had to 
be removed prematurely due to the arrival of Storm Lorenzo, the 
first significant winter storm of 2019/2020. The Gardening Section 
completed significant maintenance work at Waterpark House, with 
additional works to be completed later in the year.
Green Schools Seminar for Secondary Schools

         Environmental Awareness

For the first time a separate An Taisce Green School seminar took place 
in October for secondary school teachers. Thirteen secondary schools 
from across Co. Clare were represented at the seminar.  

Secondary schools who take the green-schools programme on as a 
whole school endeavour see huge reductions in waste, water charges, 
electricity bills, school gate traffic jams and much more. As a secondary 
school setting is very different to a primary school setting An Tasice 
and Clare County Council want to help make it as easy as possible 
for teachers taking on the role of Green School co-ordinators to 
sub-merge Green Schools into the everyday school life. By hosting a 
separate seminar for secondary schools there was a great opportunity 
for teachers to share learning’s and experiences. 

Clare Green Festival initiative 2019
A two year programme which will see the development of a 
Clare Green Festival network was announced this month. 
 
This programme is fully funded by Clare Local Development 
Company through the LEADER programme. It will see Clare’s 
existing Green Festivals coming together to develop as a 
network. New festivals will be invited to participate in the 
network and receive green festival training.
 
The Green Festival Programme was originally an initiative of 
Clare Tourism in 2017 where ten festivals from across Co. Clare 
received Green Festival and Ambassador and Leader training 
throughout 2017 and 2018. The programme, which is the first 
of its kind in the Ireland, is now led by Clarecastle Tidy Towns 
in collaboration with Clare County Councils Greener Clare 
programme. This initiative is also supported by Clare Volunteer 
Centre, Limerick Clare Energy Agency, Southern Region Waste 
Management Office and the EPA Local Authority Prevention 
Network. 
 
Information sessions will be held at Templegate Hotel on 
Wednesday the 13th of November 2019, from 2 to 3pm and 
again from 7 to 8pm. All festival groups organisers across Co. 
Clare are invited to attend one of these sessions. For more 
information, on the programme or how to get involved, email 
Raquel at info@fiftyshadesgreener.ie 
To date participating Clare Greener Festivals have successfully 
reduced their carbon footprint by up to 40% as part of their 
involvement in Clare’s Green Festival programme. Other 
achievements include the abolition of single use individually 
wrapped items where an estimated total of 17,600 items were 
prevented from going to landfill. An estimated 5,900 single use 
plastic food and drink untensils were saved from going to landfill 
by replacing them with reusable or compostable options. Waste 
segregation which includes separation of Waste to Food Waste 
and Compostables, Recycling and General Waste was also 
achieved by all participating green festivals. 
In addition to preventing and managing waste at festivals this 
initiative has community involvement, sustainable travel, green 
purchasing, water conservation and energy conservation at its 
heart. This is in essence climate action at a local community 
level and fully supports the objectives of the Climate Action 
Plan 2019. 
 

Energy Awareness Day and October Reuse Month
Limerick Clare Energy Agency and Clare County Council Greener 
Clare Team joined forces for Energy Awareness Day with a joint 
public information stand at Aras Contae an Chláir on the 21st 
October 2018. As it was October Reuse Month there was lots 
information and advice on how to prevent waste and reuse at 
home at work as well as plenty energy saving tips and advice 
for the home
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Laboratory & Technical Support

Bathing Water Report for 2019 season

Table 1: Bathing areas Classifications at the end of 2019 season
Location Classification

Kilkee Excellent

Cappagh Pier ( Kilrush) Excellent

Whitestrand (Doonbeg) Excellent

Seafield Quilty Excellent

Spanish Point Excellent

Whitestrand (Milltown Malbay) Excellent

Lahinch Excellent

Fanore Excellent

Bishopsquarter Excellent

Inland Waters

Ballycuggeran Excellent

Mountshannon Excellent

Ballyalla Excellent

River Monitoring Program 2019
Clare County Council is required to collect 295 river water 
samples in 2019. The calendar for sampling was agreed with 
the EPA in December last with the sampling spread evenly over 
the 12 months. To date ten sample runs have been completed.

IW SLA
Clare County Council is required to sample and analyse all public 
water supplies. The level of monitoring required is agreed 
with Irish Water and is based on the population served.  The 
monitoring is spread evenly throughout the year and a number 
of monitoring runs have been completed. The analysis results 
are then forwarded to IW in agreed format. 

Under the IW SLA Clare County Council monitors all discharges 
from public wastewater treatment plants. The analysis results 
are forwarded to IW on a monthly basis.

Group Water Schemes and Small Private Supplies. 
Clare County Council is the Competent Authority for oversight of 
private water supplies and undertakes in excess of 270 samples 
from these supplies each year. The sampling and analysis will be 
ongoing throughout 2019.

Section 4 Licences. 
Sixty six licensed discharges under the Water Pollution Act are 
monitored in 2019. To date all discharges have been sampled and 
inspected on a number of occasions so as to assess compliance 
with their discharge licence requirements. The discharges 
include quarries, hotels , housing estates and factories. 

Water and Scientific Services 

Water Pollution Complaints:  65 pollution complaints have been 
dealt with to date in 2019.

Section 4 Licenced Premises: Compliance Reports are issued for 

all premises that are inspected.

National Inspection Programme of Domestic 
Wastewater Treatment Systems ( Septic Tanks): Re-
inspections of outstanding open advisory notices continue to 
take place. Twelve inspections have been done by this team to 
date in 2019.

Planning referrals from Planning Department: 
Planning permission referrals are assessed by the environment 
section and reports are provided to the planning section for 
wastewater treatment systems and other developments. 75 
reports have been submitted to the planning section to date 
and 82 forestry reports submitted to Forest Service via Planning 
this year to date.

Farm Inspections under the Good Agriculture 
Practice ( GAP) Regulations 2017: Clare County Council 
carries out inspections for the following reasons ; to ensure 
compliance with the GAP Regulations , following notifications 
from the DAFM, pollution investigation, complaint investigation. 
15 farm inspections were carried out to date in 2019.

Domestic Wastewater Treatment Systems 
inspections.
Under the National Inspection Plan 2018 - 2021, Clare County 
Council is required to carryout 156 inspections of individual 
onsite waste water treatment systems. These inspections are 
spread evenly over the four years with 39 inspections planned 
for 2019. The final inspections will be completed by mid 
November. 

Waste Management

Bring Banks

CCTV cameras will be operational in the coming weeks at a 
number of problematic sites and enforcement action will follow 
if required. 
Textile Banks

It is proposed to install additional textile banks at a number 
of locations throughout the County. Textile tonnages have 
increased over the past year.
Civic Amenity Sites

Activity at our sites around the County have reduced slightly 
since the summer months. 
Metal Collection

The Contractor for Metal Collections at all Recycling Centres is 
carrying out services as required.

Limerick Clare Energy Agency

Energy Management System

The statutory energy reporting cycle is complete in accordance 
with SI 426. 
For monitoring and reporting to the SEAI (Sustainable Energy 
Authority of Ireland), thermal energy refers to all solid, liquid 
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and gaseous fuels used for non-transport purposes. This 
includes fossil and renewable fuels used in:
Boilers
Space and process heating systems
Catering
Fuel-based electricity generators (onsite)
Combined heat and power (CHP)
All plant, equipment and other non-road mobile vehicles
The thermal energy data was audited and approved by SEAI as 
part of their random Digital Verification Report (DVR) .This is a 
high level review of the data submitted by the local authority.
Clare County Council is participating in an ISO 50001 certification 
programme in partnership with the Climate Action Regional 
Office. The programme will lead to ISO 50001 following 
successful certification. 

Energy Costs
There has been a 3% decrease in energy costs for the period Jan 
– September 2019 compared to the same period in 2018. The 
decrease in energy costs is mainly attributable to consumption 
decreases in public lighting. 

Energy Consumption
Energy use has reduced by 3% overall, by comparison to the 
same accounting period (Jan - September) last year. The 
decrease’s is mainly attributable to improved efficiency in public 
lights. A national & regional pubic lighting upgrade programme 
has been approved with the Roads Management Office (RMO). 
Clare County Council proposes to upgrade 11,924 lights and 
could reduce energy consumption by 2,900,000 kWh. Clare 
County Council have now signed up to this programme.

Energy Performance
Clare County Council has achieved an energy performance 
of 12% towards the required 33% by 2020. The percentage 
improvement is dependent upon the organisation energy 
consumed and the performance metric(s). The percentage 
change is calculated on the Monitoring & Reporting performance 
tool hosted by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland. A 
review of the evaluation metrics is being conducted to ensure 
the correct performance metric is utilised for the 2020 data. 

Waste Enforcement

The enforcement team continue to respond to numerous waste 
and litter related complaints with a total of 190 complaints 
received during the month of October. Illegal dumping and fly 
tipping remain the persistent offenders.  A number of Section 
9 Notices issued to landowners requiring specific measures in 
relation to the removal and prevention of litter on their lands.

Dog-fouling and green waste continues to be an issue in 
certain areas of the County. Advisory leaflets, along with Waste 
Management Bye-law letters, were issued to 50 households in 
the Ennis area.

The number of complaints relating to bonfires and the 
associated stockpiling of waste, has decreased compared to 
previous years. Local press was used to advise the public that 
burning household waste and bonfires are illegal. 

Staff in the waste enforcement team in conjunction with 
An Garda Siochanna conducted a number of multi-agency 

checkpoints in the southeast of the county during October. The 
checkpoints were carried out at night time in an ongoing effort 
to detect and deter illegal dumping and fly-tipping following a 
series of major dumping incidents in the south-east part of the 
County. During the checkpoint, a number of commercial and 
private vehicles were halted by members of An Garda Siochanna 
and inspected by Council officials to ensure compliance with 
waste and environmental legislation.

During 2019 to date, over 400 households have been surveyed as 
part of the Waste Management Bye-laws 2018. The purpose of 
these surveys is to determine if householders take appropriate 
measures to ensure that waste is stored, managed, presented 
and collected in a manner so that risk to the environment is 
minimised. In October, a total of 30 fixed payment notices were 
issued to private households and businesses for alleged non-
compliance with the Bye-laws.

The issuing of fines to individuals under the Litter Pollution Act 
1997 remains ongoing, with a total of 16 fines issued for various 
offences under the Act.

The scheduled inspection and monitoring of authorised waste 
facilities within the county continued as planned during October, 
with compliance noted as high among various authorised 
facilities.
Enforcement actions such as the serving of legal notices and 
directions to take measures to prevent environmental pollution, 
were initiated on foot of inspections at a number of locations 
within the County during October.
The Enforcement Team is currently engaged in a court case 
involved in a non-compliant waste facility, and it is hoped that 
the case will be concluded in November.

RMCEI – Recommended Minimum Criteria for 
Environmental Inspections 
Waste enforcement, laboratory and technical support, water 
and scientific services continue to carry out the inspections 
outlined in the RMCEI plan for 2019 as well as responding to 
complaints received. Progress will be tracked throughout the 
year by each team to ensure they are on target. 
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