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HOUSING
•    September has passed with a continued focus on Housing and in par-
ticular the direct build of new social houses by Clare County Council. In 
this regard we will be signing contracts for the Clonlara (13) and Feakle 
(9) schemes in the coming week and expect the developments to com-
mence on site before month end. This Council is on track to meet and 
potentially exceed 2018 delivery targets set by the Department. 

•    The number of people presenting to Homeless Services in Clare re-
mains high with 19 presentations recorded for the month of August. For 
verification purposes we are reporting homeless presentations a month 
in arrears. The homeless figures for August indicate full occupancy of 13 
beds at Laurel Lodge and on 31st August there was also 66 adults and 46 
dependents in emergency accommodation. 

•    The Council is establishing a protocol and procedure to manage the 
provision of emergency accommodation for individuals and families in 
need, this service has heretofore been delivered by the Department of 
Employment Affairs and Social Protection (DEASP). 

•    The Council continues to accept ‘Expressions of Interest’ from land-
owners, developers, building contractors, property owners for proper-
ties and/or land in areas of housing demand. To date we have received a 
number of expressions of interest which may yield social housing units. 

The Council are delivering homes for households on the council’s waiting 
list as follows: 

• Acquisitions
During the month of September sales were agreed for 9 properties; con-
tracts were signed for 6 dwellings and sales closed in respect of a further 
4 no.  The purchase of 43 properties has been agreed to date in 2018 and 
transactions have closed for 39 no. Houses.  The Council will continue 
with this programme while value exists in the market. 

• Incentivised Schemes
The Council invites you to register properties known to be vacant on 
the vacant homes website www.vacanthomes.ie, for this the Council 
can target the return of the housing unit through acquisition, Buy and 
Renew and/or Repair and Lease (RLS) schemes.   The premise of these 
schemes is to address vacancy and return units to occupancy in a timely 
fashion.

A Vacancy Sub-Group is being set up at national level to develop an 
agreed methodology for the identification of recoverable and liveable 
homes. Clear guidelines have yet to issue from the Dept in assessing va-
cancy but  a detailed methodology for assessing true vacancy is due to be 
rolled out to Local Authorities in a Training Manual Format accompanied 
possibly by software in the coming months.  This will further inform the 
Council’s work in this area.  In Clare 80 no. houses have been visually ex-
amined at this stage and of those at least 22 appear to be vacant.   Follow 
up work is now required to identify and engage with property owners to 
establish the reasons for vacancy and identify the recoverable units that 
can be brought back into use.

• New Rebuilding Ireland Affordable Loan
There is a high level of interest in The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan 
which was introduced in February 2018. To date 55 no. completed ap-
plications have been received and 177 enquiries have been made. 30 no. 
loans have gone to Credit Committee for decision, 20 of which have been 
approved and 3 have been drawn down.  The loan scheme offers a fixed 
rate for credit worthy low to middle income first time buyers with a view 
to making home ownership more affordable. 

• Rental and Leasing  
CCC is actively seeking to increase the supply of housing stock through 
these channels to meet the housing demand. As of the 28th September 
housing need is being met as follows:
- Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) = 370

- Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) = 1299
- Short term leasing = 107
- Long term leasing =155
- Approved Housing Body lease arrangement = 152

• Housing Refurbishment and Maintenance 
The management and turnaround of our housing stock to minimise voids 
is continuously assessed and hereunder is the activity in this regard:

* This figure does not include properties which have become vacant after 
1st October nor does it include acquisitions and long-term voids

• Grants
There is constant demand for all three grants schemes and by the end 
of September the Council has committed 90% of the approved budget. 
There is an average waiting time of 1 year for all grant types with the 
exception of priority one cases however that said,  applicants can expect 
an increase in this waiting time for grant approvals under these schemes. 
The Council will continue to prioritise medical priority applications. Let-
ters of referral and support from HSE medical professionals is required 
for high priority applications to receive funding. 

Grant approval issued in September for Housing Adaptation, Housing Aid 
and Mobility Aid grants:

• Capital – Housing  Construction

The Housing capital delivery is on track with the anticipated commence-
ment of works on site in Feakle and Clonlara within the month, the status 
of the additional projects is as follows: 
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Project Units Status

Quilty 18 Stage 3 approval issued 29.08.2018 with 
cost reduction conditions. Cost reduction 
review ongoing with a view to issuing to 
tender in October. 

Feakle 13 Final preparations and insurance checks 
with a view to appointing a contractor and 
commencing construction. 

Clonlara 9 Stage 4 approval cost reduction review un-
derway with a view to engaging a contractor 
in October. 

Roslevan 
Ennis

8 Being prepared for tender release in Octo-
ber. 

Ashline
Ennis

40 Preliminary pre planning meetings with the 
in-house officials complete and proposal 
being prepared for issue of Stage 2 to the 
Department.  

Cuan an 
Chlair, Caher-
calla. CAS

15 Part VIII approved at the September meet-
ing. Detail design being developed for Stage 
3 submission to the Department.

Grant type Approvals issued in Sep 2018 Value of works 

Housing Adaptation 
Grant  for People 
with a Disability 

5 €77,450

Housing Aid for 
Older People 

6 €28,500

Mobility Aids Grant 4 €17,605



SPORTS & RECREATION

•   Active Ennis/Kilrush Playgrounds
The annual Playground Inspection of all of the Active Ennis/Kilrush 
Playgrounds (listed below) was completed in August 2018 and all 
have received certificates of compliance. 
- Tim Smythe Park, Ennis Childrens Playground
- Tim Smythe Park, Ennis Teen Activity Area
- Rainbow Park, Cloughleigh
- Cappagh Playground, Kilrush
- Coote Park Playground

•   White Flag Award – Active Ennis Leisure Complex
The Annual Audit has been completed and we are awaiting award 
for 2018/19. The Leisure Complex has retained this award since 
2001 and the Disability Award since it’s introduction in 2012. The 
White Flag Scheme, is the most sought after accolade in the lei-
sure and fitness industry, and is awarded to facilities that meet the 
operational standards for leisure and fitness facilities as set out in 
the scheme. The standard is designed to encourage continuous im-
provement within the sector and recognises facilities for their re-
markable standards in the areas of safety, hygiene, customer serv-
ice and human resources. 

The White Flag Awards are the only industry specific award for the 
leisure, health and fitness sector in Ireland. There is an Accessibility 
Award for centres that excel at making their facilities accessible for 
people with a disability.

•   National Inclusion Awards
Following on from last year, where Active Ennis Leisure Complex 
were a finalist in these awards, we will once again be submitting an 
application under the Fitness and Leisure category for 2018.

Run by CARA, a national pan-disability sport organisation, working 
to ensure people with disabilities have equal access to, and aware-
ness of, participation opportunities in sport and physical activity of 
their choice, these awards recognise the excellent work of individu-
als and organisations all over Ireland, who enhanced such opportu-
nities in the last 12 months. 

•   Clare Community Games Awards
Tim Forde has again been invited to present awards at the Annual St 
Francis Credit Union Clare Community Games All Star Awards.  Both 
Active Ennis Leisure Complex and Active Ennis John O Sullivan Park, 
Lees Road, are proud to have hosted heats and finals in swimming 
and athletic events over the years.

Cultural Services
 – Library, Arts, Museum, Archives

Clare Library Service
• Cultural services continue to deliver a full programme 
into the autumn months. 
• Clare Local Studies has added an online transcription of 
the Williamite Confiscations to the library’s website. It has both 
a historical and genealogical value.
• The Creative Ireland programme of library events is 
continuing.  Creative Ireland projects are also continuing under 
the guidance of Culture Team members, including glór, Clare 
Arts Office, Clare Museum, Clare LEO and the Rural Develop-
ment Directorate. The Creative Ireland Strategies individual to 
each county were officially launched in Dublin on 12 Sept by An 
Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar. The Strategies are in place to 2022. 
• A Free Quit Tobacco Group has been established in 
Kilrush Public Library every Wednesday and will continue for 6 
weeks. This is a “Healthy Ireland at Your Library” event.
• Memoir Workshops were held in Ennistymon, Shannon 
and Kilrush library branches.  
• Other events in September included Fíochán Filí - Filí 
Comhaimseartha na Gaeilge ar Chamchuairt or Contemporary 
Irish Language Poets on Tour; Self-Management Techniques for 
Chronic Pain talk with Chronic Pain Ireland; ‘The book that made 
me a reader’ event for Culture Night on 21st September; the 
launch of Welsh Óg: a Clare storyteller by Patricia Lysaght - all of 
these took place in DeValera Library. Ennistymon Library hosted 
an Instant Irish workshop with Michael McCaughan and Killaloe 
Library hosted the ‘Shape of water’ for their film club. Scariff 
Library hosted a “Caring for the Planet and Ourselves” workshop 
with Christina Czech and ‘The lady in the Van’ for their film club.
• The Clare County Library Service ran the Summer Stars 
Reading Adventure for children in all branches during school 
summer holidays. The exciting reading-based programme is 
available annually and is free of charge to children all over Ire-
land. Children were encouraged to continue reading throughout 
the programme and a range of online activities were accessible 
on a supporting website. Local libraries ran family reading events 
including storytelling with world-renowned storytellers Niall 
de Burca and Pat Ryan. Summer Stars certificate presentation 
events took place in regional libraries in Ennis, Scariff, Ennisty-
mon, Kilrush and Shannon, entertainment at all awards evenings 
was provided and in excess of 1,000 children and parents from 
all over Clare attended to enjoy the free activities, receive their 
Summer Stars Certificates along with treats and spot prizes from 
library staff.

Art workshop at Summer Stars 2018 event in Clare libraries
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Cultural Services
 – Library, Arts, Museum, Archives

Clare Arts Office 

• 3 exhibitions took place in Ennis, Scariff and Kilkee dur-
ing the month. 

• The call for the Artist in Schools Scheme 2019 was is-
sued to primary schools countywide. 

• Approx. 3000 people attended over 40 events in 17 lo-
cations countywide for Culture Night. Clare was featured on RTE 
television Six One News on September 20th & 21st and on the 
News at One on September 21st.

• A joint application for funding to Dept. of Education 
was made by CLETB and the Arts Offices in Limerick & Clare for 
a new initiative - Creative Youth Partnerships. Clare Arts Office 
has one of five projects nationally which received Arts Council 
funding through the “Invitation to Collaborate Scheme”.  Work-
ing with the Irish Memory Orchestra and other partners, blind 
musicians will perform the Vision Symphony with the Irish 
Memory Orchestra in glór on World Vision Day in October 2019.

Clare Museum 

• The main activities this month revolved around getting 
volunteers in place to support the museum’s education pro-
gramme.  Three have been chosen for an initial three month 
period and are currently awaiting garda vetting and child pro-
tection training. 

• A newly discovered archaeological object – an Altar 
Stone dating to 1655 - from Kilkishen, featured on our facebook 
page, and went viral locally.  The Clare Champion of 14/09/2018 
has picked up on the story and there is great interest in viewing 
the stone, which is on display, from the local public. 

• The cataloguing of the collection has continued and 
1,100 items have now been catalogued this year. 

• Work on the Creative Ireland project, the museum 
website and efforts to make Clare Museum GDPR compliant are 
ongoing.

Archives and Records Management

• Staff have been working steadily on sending material 
for confidential shredding, in a regular bid to increase storage 
space.  

• The digitisation of Ennistymon Rural District Council 
Minute Books has now been completed (26 volumes), and Ar-
chives are now underway with the digitisation of Kilrush RDC. 

• Requests for documents from the Records Centre con-
tinue, as do requests for archival material which is taken to the 
Local Studies Centre for researchers to use. The archivist will be 
travelling to Kilkee to investigate a potential donation from a lo-
cal resident.  The close ties with the library and Local studies will 
allow the archivist to take a broader view of what is donated.



The 2nd Age Friendly Strategy for County Clare was launched 
at the Woodstock Hotel on the 25th September. This strategy 
will be in place for the next 5 years from 2018 – 2022 and 
aims to build on the achievements of the first.

The new Age Friendly Strategy has been prepared in consulta-
tion with older people and local agencies dealing with older 
people. Its aim is to future-proof the county for its ageing 
population to make Clare a place where older people are sup-
ported, connected and valued for their contribution.

Key initiatives and actions within the strategy are:-

• To pilot Ennis as an Age Friendly Town
• To develop Age Friendly rural initiatives to combat ru-
ral isolation of older people
• To facilitate a Life-long learning programme for older 
people
• To promote Health & Wellbeing activities including 
physical and mental health
• To develop Shannon as an Age Friendly airport in ac-
cordance with World Health Organisation guidelines.

Key initiatives and actions within the strategy were presented 
at the last Rural Development SPC meeting by Karen Fennessy, 
Age Friendly Development Officer. The Rural Development SPC 
have given their endorsement to this strategy.
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Launch of Clare Age Friendly Stratey

Marketing County Clare at the Milwaukee Irish Festival are Maura 
Fay and Eoin Flanagan, Cliffs of Moher, Minister Pat Breen T.D., 
Sharon Collins, Durty Nelly’s Eugene Maher, Shannon Ferry Group 
and Billy Condon, Tourism Ireland

International Marketing – Clare 

Milwaukee County Hall, Civic Reception for Irish Delegation. Left 
to Right Billy Condon, Tourism Ireland, New York, Maura Fay, Cliffs 
of Moher, Minister Pat Breen, Mayor of Milwaukee, Tom Barrett, 
and Eugene Maher, Shannon Ferry Group Limited.

Pictured at the launch of the Clare Age-Friendly Strategy L-R: Stella O’Gorman, Vice-Chair, Clare Older People’s Council; Pat Dowling, 
Chief Executive; Michael Begley, Mayor of Clare; Dr. Michael Harty, Clare TD; Karen Fennessy, Clare Age Friendly Officer. 



Town & Village Renewal
Clarecastle Main Street pictured before and after phase 1 of 
the Town & Village Renewal Grant. 

This project was led by Ennis Municipal District Office on a 
cross-directorate basis with Rural Development Directorate.

16 applications were submitted under the Rural Regeneration 
Development Fund as part of the 2018 phase. This is the first 
phase in a rolling annual RRDF scheme. The next batch of project 
applications will be submitted in early 2019. The 2018 projects 
were selected on the basis of ‘shovel readiness’. The initial set of 
projects submitted for the 27th September 2018 deadline were :

• Ennistymon Multi Service Centre
• Inis Cealtra
• Kilrush Public Realm and Multi Service Centre
• Vandeleur Walled Garden
• Loop Head Lighthouse Visitor Experience
• Tobermurragh /Banes Field East Clare Urban Park
• Spa Wells Lisdoonvarna
• Crusheen Community Hall
• Kilmaley Intergenerational Project
• Doolin Ticket Office/Visitor Centre
• Cahercon Maritime Centre.
• Killkee/Kilrush Greenway
• Bundled Sewerage Schemes (Cooraclare/Broadford, 
Carrigaholt/Doolin).

Other state-funded bodies in Clare also submitted Rural Regen-
eration Development Fund applications. Many of the projects 
identified for 2019 require community capacity building and pre-
design/development work in the interim.

 RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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Rural Regeneration Development Fund

Rural focus for Outdoor Education Centre
 
The Board of the Burren Outdoor Education Centre in Belharbour 
met to discuss opportunities to engage with the Clare Rural Devel-
opment Strategy. The social enterprise is operated on a not-for-
profit basis. Under the auspices of the LCETB it delivers high qual-
ity outdoor educational experiences in the Burren to persons of all 
ages.  



Rita Kierse honoured by West Clare MD
The West Clare MD Committee honoured Mrs. Rita Kierse for 
her international achievements in athletics having overcome 
major illness. The Chair of West MD (Cllr. Ian Lynch) and Mayor 
of Clare (Cllr. Michael Begley) praised her leadership and deter-
mination.  

Well done to the successful Tidy Towns’ winners from Clare, who 
were announced on Monday 24th September by Mr Michael Ring 
TD, Minister for Rural and Community Development at the Helix 
in Dublin:

GOLD MEDAL AWARDS:
Ennis and Kilrush Tidy Towns 

SILVER MEDAL AWARDS:
Mountshannon Tidy Towns

BRONZE MEDAL AWARDS:
Quin Tidy Towns

COUNTY AWARD:
Ennis Tidy Towns

 RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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Tidy Towns success for Clare HIGHLY COMMENDED:
Kilrush Tidy Towns

COMMENDED:
Mountshannon Tidy Towns

ENDEAVOUR AWARD:
Kilmurry Tidy Towns

SUPERVALU SCHOOL AWARD  
& OVERALL WINNER:

Public Clock Project, Scariff NS

CLEAN AIR AWARD – NATIONAL WINNER:
Ennis Tidy Towns

LET’S GET BUZZING – LOCAL AUTHORITY 
POLLINATOR AWARD:

Mid West & South West: Ennis Tidy Towns



Economic Development
Ennis 2040 Economic Development and Spatial Strategy

Clare County Council together with the consultant team of GVA 
Grimley Ltd held a targeted stakeholders event for the preparation 
of the Ennis 2040 Economic and Spatial and Strategy on the 4th 
September 2018 in The Templegate Hotel in Ennis.  The event was 
well attended by nearly 80 people. 

The purpose of this stakeholder engagement was to set out how 
the Council/GVA Economic Consultants will involve a range of 
stakeholders in the preparation of the Ennis 2040 Economic Strat-
egy.  Invitations were issued to stakeholders from all sectors (com-
munity, education, business, traders, elected members etc.). 

Attendees participated in round table groups to cover a number of 
specific discussion points with a GVA/CCC facilitator at each table.  
Feedback was recorded at each table and will be a valuable tool for 
the formation of the plan in the coming months.  A public consulta-
tion event will be scheduled for later date in Q4, 2018.  

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) 
 
It is anticipated that the Southern Regional Assembly will have a 
draft RSES for public display in October 2018.  On-going consulta-
tions are taking place between the Planning Department and the 
Regional Assembly on key issues relating to concerns regarding 
concerns over the proposed population allocation for Clare, iden-
tification and inclusion in RSES of strategic Clare growth locations, 
key infrastructural requirements and various red line issues for Co. 
Clare.  

The focus in the coming months is on ensuring a number of key 
economic, infrastructure and spatial priorities for the County are 
included in the draft RSES, together with advocating for sustainable 
population targets for County Clare.

Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) & Rural 
Regeneration Development Fund (RRDF)

During the month of September, considerable effort was made by 
all teams in the Economic Development Directorate to prepare ap-
plications for funding under the URDF (Urban Regeneration and 
Development Fund) to the Department of Housing, Planning and 
Local Government. 

In addition, the Directorate and in particular the planning depart-
ment staff, worked on applications being submitted under the Ru-
ral Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF).  Both applications 
involved working with a number of other state agencies and com-
munity groups since the fund was announced this July.  We wait in 
anticipation of the outcome of such applications before the end of 
2018.  Members will be notified by email and through the monthly 
report of any funding announcements made.

 PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE CLARE
•  Training: LEO Clare hosted four different training courses in 
September, attended by 65 clients. The workshops included 
Start Your Own Business Programme, Complete Digital Market-
ing, and Growing Your Business Creatively. 

•  Exploring Export Markets: In light of Brexit and the potential 
impact to Irish SMEs, Local Enterprise Offices Clare, Limerick 
and Tipperary hosted a ‘Beyond Local’ event which focused on 
export opportunities in other key markets, namely Germany, 
France and the Nordics. Minister of State for Trade, Employ-
ment, Business, EU Digital Single Market and Data Protection, 
Pat Breen opened the breakfast seminar, which was attended 
by over 90 local businesses. Guest speakers from the emerging 
European markets as well as exporting companies Design Pro 
Ltd., VigiTrust and Ei Electronics attended. 

•  Evaluation Committee (EVAC): LEO Clare held their fourth 
EVAC meeting of the year in which three companies were ap-
proved grant aid totalling €105,250.

•  BOI Enterprise Town Event:  LEO Clare was in attendance for 
this year’s Bank of Ireland Enterprise Town Event in Kilrush. The 
MC for the evening was Marty Morrissey while the event show-
cased businesses from around the town and surrounding areas.

•  Student Enterprise Awards:  LEO Clare launched their annual 
Student Enterprise Programme hosting three induction days for 
over 1000 students across 17 Clare schools. Local business own-
ers from Clubify and Glynn Technical Diamonds attended these 
days imparting their knowledge and experience of running a 
business.  

•  Jobs Announcement:  LEO Clare was proud to welcome a 
recent jobs announcement of 26 new positions in three client 
companies. The announcement was made by Minister of State 
for Trade, Employment, Business, EU Digital Single Market and 
Data Protection, Pat Breen TD on Monday 24th September and 
included companies AIP Thermoform, Core Optimisation and 
Vanderlust. 106 Jobs across the Mid West were announced on 
the same day.

•  Taking Care of Business: LEO Clare, along with LEO Tipper-
ary and Limerick, hosted a stand at the recent Taking Care of 
Business event held in the Radisson Blu Hotel. 25 State offices 
were in attendance along with many other agencies designed 
for start up businesses.  Head of Enterprise Padraic McElwee 
spoke at the event representing the Local Enterprise Office. 

•  Rhode Island announcement/Media Coverage: Titan Solu-
tions, a Shannon-based FIRM supported by Local Enterprise Of-
fice Clare have entered into a new strategic partnership with 
AVTECH Software, which has resulted in the American compu-
ter hardware and software developer and manufacturer, open-
ing a new global distribution facility in Shannon. AVTECH’s suc-
cess demonstrates the collaboration now taking place between 



Development Management

• 71 planning applications were received by Clare Coun-
ty Council during the month of September bringing the total 
number received to date for 2018 to 765.
• 23 pre-planning applications were received during in 
September bringing the total received to date for 2018 to 223.  

Planning Enforcement

• 8 complaints were received, 11 warning letters were 
issued, 6 enforcement notices were served, 14 files were closed 
and 1 legal cases was initiated during the month of September.

Taking in Charge

• 7 Estates were taken in charge during the month of 
September, 3 in Ennis M.D., 2 in Shannon M.D., 1 in West Clare 
M.D., 1 in Killaloe M.D.
• The Statutory Process commenced on 4 estates on 
28th September 2018.
• Maps have been prepared to progress the taking in 
charge of a further 6 estates.
• Work is being finalised on a number of estates where 
the bondholder is completing the works and the Taking in 
Charge team are continuing to monitor progress on these es-
tates and on a number of other estates where we have engaged 
a contractor to carry out remedial works on our behalf following 
receipt of bond money.
• The Taking in Charge team are preparing tender packs 
for remedial works programmes on a number of estates for 
which bond monies have been paid over. The focus will be on 
priority remedial works that will enable the estate to be com-
pleted to a standard required for taking in charge. 

Conservation, Archaeology and Built Heritage

• The Planning Department and Architectural Conserva-
tion Officer (ACO) facilitated the following meetings: Clare Local 
Development Company, Creative Ireland, Clifton House Kilkee, 
Leamaneh Castle, Chapel Lane and Old County Gaol site, Ennis, 
Loop Head Light house, Light Keeper’s House, Scattery Island, 
Cahircalla Housing Scheme, Mount Ievers Court and Sixmilebri-
dge.

The ACO facilitated and advised on repairs to: 
Ballinacally Old School; Old Courthouse, Sixmilebridge; Old 
Courthouse, Killaloe; Quinville abbey, Quin; Tuamgraney Lime-
kiln and Romanesque church; Maiville, Lisdoonvarna; Bunratty 
Castle; Drumcliffe Graveyard; and Mount Ievers Court, Sixmile-
bridge.
• Section 57 Declarations were prepared for West End 
House, Kilkee, Ballycorick Bridge, Cranagher House, Quin and 
Quin Bridge.
• Officials from the Department of Culture Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht undertook spot inspections of protected struc-
tures O’Briens Column, Liscannor and Mount Ievers House, 
SMB on 7th September, both of which received grant assistance 
in 2017.  They were most impressed by the works undertaken.

Heritage & Biodiversity

• With funding from the Clare Creative Ireland pro-

gramme, a Reading the Local Landscape introductory workshop 
was delivered in September to be following by a 12 week  prac-
tical course which will enable participants to identify, examine 
and record the heritage features of  their own local area through 
a combination of fieldwork and desk research. The course in-
cludes an introduction to geology, biodiversity, archaeology and 
the natural heritage of Spanish Point, Miltown Malbay, Mullagh, 
Quilty and surrounding areas. 
• Local History studies are running in tandem with this 
course at the Limerick and Clare Education and Training Board 
FET Centre, Miltown Malbay, County Clare.
• Following the appointment of Abarta Heritage in July, 
a draft interim report on the project which will produce and 
record Heritage Information and Interpretation on the Shannon 
Estuary Way has been submitted, with community consultation 
and oral recording completed.
• Following the appointment of Knotweed Ireland Serv-
ices in August, a draft interim report on the project to prepare a 
management strategy for the control of Giant Hogweed on the 
River Blackwater catchment.  This project is funded under Inva-
sive Alien Species from the National Parks and Wildlife Service.
• The Planning Department in conjunction with consult-
ants are preparing an Invasive Species Management Plan for 
Tobermurragh and Banes Field, Killaloe, with funding received 
under the National Biodiversity Action Plan. The outline of the 
Habitat Management Plan for the area has been completed and 
the Education and Interpretation Programme based on Tober-
murragh and Banes Field is currently under way.
• Alan Lauder Consulting was appointed in September to 
under a project for Nature Based Tourism on the Shannon Estu-
ary Way with funding received under the National Biodiversity 
Action Plan.

Forward Planning

• Villages Studies - The Planning Department is finalising 
the pilot study for 6 large and small villages for housing poten-
tial and public realm enhancement works which is an objective 
of the Clare County Development Plan 2017-2023.  Broadford, 
Whitegate, Mullagh, Flagmount, Cooraclare and Carrigaholt are 
being progressed.  It is anticipated that a public event will be 
held in each village to present the key findings of the plans.  
• Shannon Town Park – The closing date for tenders was 
the 27th August and 5 tenders were received.  A preferred ten-
der has been selected and at present the Council is engaging 
with this company on a number of queries that need to be ad-
dressed prior to the contract being issued.   It is hoped to com-
mence works on site as soon as possible.  
• Ennis Town Opportunity Sites - Draft masterplans have 
been received on opportunity sites OP1, OP4 and OP5 and OP9 
(Post Office Field & Analog building, the Boys National School 
site and the Briar Lane site.)  The Planning Department are cur-
rently engaging with the consultants on these plans 
• Ballyallia Enhancement Plan - The Planning Section 
assisted the local community group, who were successful in ob-
taining funding for an enhancement plan for Ballyallia Lake and 
environs.  It is hoped that this masterplan will be progressed 
further in the coming months with steering group meetings and 
public consultation events planned.  
• Kilrush Signage Plan – Revisions to the consultant’s 
proposals have been received and approved.  The next step will 
be agreeing the location, text and finalising details.  

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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Website update

Market research in relation to the development of a new brand 
identity and website for Clare County Council and for County 
Clare is ongoing as part of the ongoing Business Review of Clare 
County Council services and processes.   8 Elected Members 
participated in a once-off consultation hosted by Red C in the 
Council chamber (consultation pictured below) on September 
20th as part of the market research which will help the Council 
to acquire a better understanding of the range of customers we 
serve and their expectations of our engagement with them (e.g. 
website, social media).  

Meanwhile, the IT Broadband & Digital Department is deliver-
ing an interim upgrade of the existing website, www.clarecoco.
ie, which will go live in early October.

HUMAN RESOURCES 
•     In the coming month the Welfare Of-
ficer, Ms. Carol Hands,will be rolling out 
the ‘Flu Vaccination’ programme for both 
Employees and Elected Members as part 
of our annual Welfare programme: 

•     National Mental Health week is on 
the 7th-13th October 2018 and Carol is 
arranging a number of activities locally to 
coincide with this National event week.    

•     During the month of September  
there were 10 courses delivered through 
the Learning & Development Unit with 

202 staff members participating. 16 staff 
attended ‘Age Friendly’ training with 91 
staff attending ‘Manual Handling’. Other 
training included ‘Banksman’ (19), ‘Man-
aging Serious Incidents’ (59). ‘Confined 
Spaces Medium Risk’ (7), ‘180 Degree 
Excavator Training’ (3) and ‘CPC Driver 
Training’ (10) among others.

•     In the coming month there will be a 
continued focus on ‘Manual Handling’ as 
well as training in the areas of ‘Exectro-
fusion Welding’, ‘Asbestos Awareness’. 
‘Abrasive Wheels’, ‘Confined Spaces’ and 
‘Child Safeguarding’.

•     During September a number of re-
cruitment exercises were held. Inter-
views were held for Technician Grade 1 
(Environmental), IS Technical Support Of-
ficers, Financial Accountant (Temp) and 
Retained Fire Fighters for Ennistymon 
and Shannon.

•     During the month a number of com-
petitions were advertised including: Irish 
Language Development Officer, GO Driv-
er 1 – Artic (Expressions of interest), Salt-
ing drivers and relief drivers (Expressions 
of interest), Velocity Patch Driver, Water 
Services Regional Caretaker Grade 3 and 
Technician Grade 2 (Civil & Architectural/
Building).
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         FINANCE & SUPPORT SERVICES 

CORPORATE SERVICES 
The following tender opportunities have been published during 
September 2018: 

Tender Description Deadline 
Date

Erection of Festive Lighting in Ennis 14.09.18 

Ballycorrick Bridge Repair Works 27.09.18 
Refurbishment of houses at Watery Road 12.10.18 
Quin Bridge Repair Works 03.10.18 
Scarriff/Tuamgraney Streetscape – Contract 
Works

08.10.18 

Lahinch Visitor Toilets Upgrade – Contract 
Works

12.10.18 

Presidential Election and Referendum

 The Presidential Election and Blasphemy Referendum will be 
held on Friday 26th October 2018.  

In addition to voting on Presidential candidates citizens are being 
are being asked to vote on a referendum on removing the offence 
of blasphemy from the Constitution.

The closing date for the supplement to the Postal Voters and Spe-
cial Voters Lists is Monday 1st October 2018 and the closing date 
for the supplement (RFA 2 and RFA 3 forms) to the Register of 
electors is Tuesday 9th October 2018.

Mayoral Reception

The Cathaoirleach, Michael Begley, will host a Mayoral Reception 
on Thursday 11th October 2018 at 5.30pm.  At this reception Spe-
cial Achievements Awards will be presented to:

•   Jim Warny -Thai Cave Rescuer
•   Naomi Carroll -Silver Medal 2018 Women’s Hockey World Cup
•  Rhys Williams - European Champion U14 Show Jumping Gold 
Medal.



ROADWORKS PROGRAMME & OPERATIONS

•  TII’s allocation of core grants for 2018 amounts to a total of €2.07 
million for Clare Co Council while the DTTaS grants amount to a total 
of €23.537 million and represent a significant increase over 2017.   
The most notable features include increases of between 15 and 20% 
in respect of the key Improvement and Surface Dressing grants, al-
most €450,000 to cater for road drainage requirements (a new grant 
category) which has in turn been topped up by a contribution of 
€300,000 from this year’s enhanced IPB Dividend and €1.25 million 
to facilitate completion of the Latoon Bridge project. Following on 
from the approval of the SMDW by all 4 MDs in March, the Roads 
programme is well advanced throughout the county.  The major 
remediation contract at Latoon Bridge has progressed through a 
very intensive programme – it is on schedule and substantially com-
pleted.  It reopened to traffic on 25 May.  Construction work is well 
underway on the Mountrivers bridge on the N67 at Doonbeg. The 
works consist of the demolition of the existing bridge and the con-
struction of a new two-span bridge of reinforced concrete with ma-
sonry finish including a local realignment of the N-67 at the bridge.  
•  A rehabilitation contract has commenced on Bank Place Bridge, 
Ennis.  Works are programmed for completion by the end of October 
as a result of delays owing to rising water levels.   
•  The Council submitted an application to the DTTaS earlier this 
year for a CIS allocation of €1,335,000 to undertake 37 projects. 

The Dept. has confirmed funding of the full amount sought with the 
funding being provided over 2018 (€600,000) and 2019 (€735,000). 
The 2018 CIS projects are underway with works on projects in 2019 
to be undertaken early in 2019.
•  The Council has been allocated a sum of €482,000 for LIS schemes 
for this year and the schedule of 13 schemes which was submitted 
to the Department of Rural and Community Development on foot of 
same has been approved.  Works have been completed on the 2018 
LIS programme. A secondary schedule of 22 schemes has also been 
submitted in anticipation of potential further LIS allocations later in 
the year – if approved, a total additional grant allocation of approxi-
mately €890,000 would be forthcoming.    
•  The Council has been allocated a sum of €186,818 from the De-
partment of Housing, Planning and Local Government for excep-
tional expenditure associated with the response, clean-up works 
and necessary immediate works which were undertaken in the af-
termath of Storm Emma in February and March 2018.
•  The overlay work for Bealaha on the N67 has been included in an 
Irish Water contract for watermain rehabilitation.  A contractor has 
been appointed by Irish Water to carry out the amalgamated works.  
Confirmation of a start date on the ground is awaited. 
•  A contract for overlays on National Roads has been procured and 
works will be completed around the county in Sep/Oct 2018. 
•  To reflect the enhanced Roads allocations this year, a recruitment 
programme to facilitate the employment of 12 additional outdoor 
staff was completed.
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The key priorities include complete changeover to LED technology, 
achievement of the 2020 Carbon footprint reduction target and re-
placement of supporting infrastructure where required. Present in-
dications are that financial arrangements are likely to be put in place 
to facilitate Local Authorities in upgrading to LED technology which 
in turn would support very significant energy savings. The aspiration 
is that this upgrading would be achieved on a cost neutral basis, but 
over the coming years the Council must find significant additional 
funding to cover the cost of replacement of other infrastructure 
such as defective columns and brackets, ducting, upgrade of lan-
terns in estates that are to be taken in charge. This will be significant 

and much of this work needs to be undertaken urgently. A current 
review of the strategy is considering whether it may be feasible to 
include replacement of the infrastructure most in need of attention 
as part of the changeover to LED.  It is likely that, for the purpose of 
LED retrofitting, the country will be divided into 3 regions with the 
Southern region, which would probably include Clare, being the first 
to go to tender – possibly within 12-18 months.

For the benefit of Councillors, the following are the options available 
to facilitate reporting of public lighting faults: 
•  Internet: Direct reporting on our website – airtricitysolutions.com 
•  Phone: Airtricity Utility Solutions Call Centre@ 1850 372 772 
• Local Authority Identification – via clarecoco.ie / 0656821616. 

PUBLIC LIGHTING

•  Clerical Officer Mary Leyden joined the PMO team in Sept.  
•  At the beginning of the month, a meeting was held with TII 
regarding advancing the Blake’s Corner project as expeditiously 
as possible.  
•  In mid September, some very useful meetings took place with 
the various parties involved in the delivery of the Waterford 
Greenway project which will assist us greatly as we progress our 
own Greenway proposals.  

•  Mid September also saw a meeting with a number of senior 
regional and national OPW personnel with regard to the various 
flood protection schemes proposed for the County.  
•  The end of the month saw the team partake in applied Project 
Management Training which is hugely important in terms of 
putting in place the structures, processes and systems that will 
aid and assist the Council in the advancement and delivery of our 
Capital Projects.  

•  An update on all Capital Projects was presented to the Physical 
Development SPC at the meeting on Sept 24th last.

The current status of some of the main projects being worked on 
in the past month is as follows: 
•  Killaloe Bridge and By-Pass – The Project Steering Group 
Meeting was held on Sept 7thfollowed by a briefing to the Killa-
loe MD Councillors on Sept 10th last on the current status of the 
project.  Land acquisition is progressing, some by agreement and 
others through the arbitration process which is due to sit again 
on Oct 10th next.
• Limerick Northern Distributor Road (Phase 2) – The 
next Project Steering Group Meeting is scheduled for Oct 3rd 
next with a meeting to be arranged thereafter with DTTaS and 
TII.  The Phase 1 element of the LNDR between Coonagh and 
Knockalisheen is advancing, and its impact on the local road 
south of Meelick was raised as a potential concern.  This issue 
will be considered further by the Steering Group and reported 
back to the Shannon MD members at a future meeting.

    Continued next page ----->

Capital Delivery/Project Management Office



STORM DAMAGE

The updated position in regard to the various Coastal and Flood/Storm damaged works is as follows:

PROJECT CURRENT SITUATION
Cloughaninchy Clare County Council is currently in discussions with landowners on the land acquisition, way leaves and 

accommodation works required to construct the project.
New Quay/Aughinish We are awaiting a response to the Feasibility Study from the OPW.  
Doolin We are awaiting a response to the Feasibility Study from the OPW.  

Liscannor Bay We are awaiting a response to the Feasibility Study from the OPW.  

Lahinch South Our Foreshore licence application has been referred to the Marine Licence Vetting Committee (MLVC) for 
assessment as a priority.  In the meantime, Clare County Council are finalising the Tender documents in 
order to go to tender for the appointment of a contractor at the earliest juncture. 

Whitestrand 
Miltown

An application for a coastal protection scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal erosion 
protection scheme has been submitted to the OPW.

Quilty Work on the re appraisal of the project in line with the recommendations of the OPW is advancing. The 
sediment transportation modelling required by the OPW is delaying the finalising of the report.

Spanish Point An application for a coastal protection scheme under the minor flood mitigation works and coastal erosion 
protection scheme has been submitted to the OPW.

Kilbaha We are awaiting a response to the Feasibility Study from the OPW.  
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•  Ennistymon Inner Relief Road & Bridge Crossing (Blakes Cor-
ner) The Project Consultants (Roughan O’Donovan – AECOM) 
commission has now been extended and they are working on 
completing the detailed design and preparing the Land Acquisi-
tionrequired.  The next steps include:
o Finalise scheme design – identify all lands required to con-
struct the scheme
o Obtain technical approvals for bridge, Departures and Road 
Safety Audit
o Prepare Cost Estimate and update Project Appraisal Report
o Liaise with landowners with a view to going to An Bord Plean-
ala before the end of the year.

Following the Notice of Motion at the September meeting and 
the matter being discussed at the September SPC meeting, the 
Council is now examining measures that might assist with traffic 
flow in the interim.

• N19 Shannon Airport Access Road – The Project Ap-
praisal Plan has now been approved by DTTaS.  Allocation of  
funding is now awaited to advance it to the next stage which 
includes the appointment of Consultants to prepare a Business 
Case and carry out the necessary Ground investigations which 
will inform the preliminary design.

• N85 Kilnamona Realignment Scheme – The outcome 
from the additional surveys and Flood Risk Assessment works 
are currently being considered by the Project Design Team with 
a view to finalising the Design prior to the Part VIII being applied 
for, hopefully before the end of the year.

• Ennis South Flood Relief Scheme – Following the re-
tendering of this project, the closing date set was the end of 
September and has now passed.  As mentioned last month, in-
terest was significant with 10 no Contractors submitting Tenders.  
These are now being carefully considered.  Following the evalua-
tion and any clarifications required of these, a recommendation 
of a preferred contractor will be made to the OPW for approval.  

We are hopeful of having the successful Contractor appointed at 
the earliest juncture.

• Doolin Pier Services Centre - The Doolin Pier Services 
Centre is now one of the priority capital projects assigned to the 
Project Management Office.  We are currently in the handover 
phase from the Planning Department who has led the project 
for the past year or so.  The PMO has requested the Design team 
to update the programme outlining the various tasks and mile-
stone dates involved, the main ones being detailed design, ten-
der preparation and Construction stage. 

• Shannon Embankments – The PMO met with the OPW 
in late September in order to expedite work on this project.  It 
was agreed that the Council would lead and drive the delivery 
of same with representatives from the OPW and the Shannon 
Group and the DTTsS  on the Steering Group.  The OPWs Frame-
work agreement for Consultants is being finalised this month 
following which we will be in a position to procure the appoint-
ment of the Consultants.

• CFRAMs:  As a consequence of agreeing a path forward 
in relation to the Shannon Embankments Project, the OPW 
has now given the green light on advancing the Shannon Town 
CFRAMs proposal valued at €6m.  This brings to six, the number 
of Clare CFRAM projects now being advanced.  The next step is 
the appointment of Consultants for the detailed design and plan-
ning stages. The OPW will provide scoping documents and terms 
of reference to be used and Consultants will be appointed from 
the OPW framework.  Similar to Springfield, the Shannon and 
Kilkee schemes will be led and managed by Clare County Council 
with the OPW participating on the Project Steering Groups.  The 
3 smaller Clare Schemes, Bunratty (€760k), Killaloe(€310k) and 
Kilrush (€170k) will be managed directly by Clare County Council 
similar to a minor works scheme. It should also be noted that 
areas outside of CFRAMs will of course continue to be identified 
by Clare County Council and funding sought under the Minor 
Works Scheme.  
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Flood Relief Schemes:
The up to date position in relation to each of the areas where we 
have been progressing flood relief schemes is as follows: 

• Minor Works Schemes: Clare County Council are await-
ing decisions from the OPW on minor flood mitigation works ap-
plications to develop schemes at the following locations:
o Gort na n-Úll, Sixmilebridge, 
o Ballycorick, Ballynacally 
o Aughinish Island. 
A further application for funding for a scheme in Quin has also 
been submitted. 
• Springfield, Clonlara:   A meeting was held between 
Clare County Council and the OPW to discuss progress on Spring-
field.  It was agreed that Clare County Council would continue 
to lead this particular project given the knowledge built up over 
recent years. The OPW will assist. A Part 8 Planning Application 
is in process. Consultations with landowners on land acquisition 
are continuing. Detailed design is nearing completion.
• Miltown Malbay:   A Section 50 application has been 
submitted to the OPW. If approved by the OPW we will be imme-
diately seeking funding to move to detailed design, tender and 
construction.
• Ballyvaughan: The detail design and environmental as-
sessment work is continuing. Additional survey was required. A 
local contractor has been appointed to clear vegetation to facili-
tate this survey.
• Murtyclough:  The formal planning process is in 
progress. A decision is awaited. Pending funding approval, the 
tender process should get underway one month after the deci-
sion to be followed by a 4 to 6 month construction period.
• Clarecastle (Thomond Villas):   Environmental and top-
ographical surveys of the location have begun. Following this the 
Consultants will begin the detailed design and preparation of a 
formal planning application following which, pending decision 
on Planning Approval, an application for funding will be submit-
ted to the OPW.  

WATER SERVICES

Water Services reform and other issues:  
Nationally, WRC recommendation in relation to the operation 
and roll out of the Hand Held Units has been agreed and will be 
implemented following clarification and guidance being issued. 
Other Transformation Projects including the Leakage Manage-
ment System, Planned Maintenance, the Lab Strategy and the 
National Telemetry System continue to be progressed through 
Steering Groups and Capital programmes.

Restructuring
Clare County Council is finalizing the implementation of a re-
structuring programme within Water Services into water and 
wastewater operations to deliver a more efficient and effective 
service under the Service Level Agreement with Irish Water.  

Asset Transfer
Work in relation to Asset Transfer is ongoing with 146 No. assets 
currently transferred to Irish Water and 6 No. assets are with the 
National Special Projects Office (NSPO).

Water & Wastewater operational – key points
The most significant individual operational items during the 
month were:

Water
The Disinfection Project is largely complete but a number of sna-
glist items remain outstanding. Irish Water are in the process of 
engaging a Maintenance Contractor to calibrate and maintain 
equipment installed as part of the Project and other mechanical/
electrical equipment in Water Treatment Plants not included in 
the programme.  The following issues presented in the Public 
network during the month:
• Night restrictions continue in Tulla due to reduction in 
water production capacity at Broadford Water Treatment Plant.
• Outages in the Doonbeg area resulted in loss of supply 
to businesses in Doonbeg during the weekend of September 9th 

Clare Drought 2018
Lake and Borehole water levels continue to be monitored 
throughout the county following lengthy dry period throughout 
the summer months. As the levels have not fully recovered to 
normal, restrictions on the supply remain in place in North Clare 
and Tulla. The situation continues to be monitored by Irish Water 
and Clare County Council and it is anticipated restrictions will 
remain in place until lake/borehole levels and supply capacity 
returns to normal. 

Wastewater
The 2 new sludge de-hydrator units installed in Clareabbey and 
Sixmilebridge WWTP are now undergoing their process prov-
ing testing. The units when operational will greatly reduce the 
number of tanker liquid sludge movements from each plant and 
are currently going through a process proving stage.

CAPITAL PROJECTS

•  Mott MacDonald has been appointed as Consulting Engineers 
for the 2017-2021 Capital Investment Programme (CIP) in Coun-
ty Clare.

•  The 2017-2021 CIP currently incorporates three agglomera-
tions in Clare (Shannon, Ennistymon & Newmarket on Fergus) 
as well as continuation of wastewater treatment upgrades at 
Quin and Kilfenora. Lahinch WWTP has also been approved for 
improvement works as part of the 2017-2021 CIP. An interim up-
grade for Shannon WwTP, which is in addition to the CIP, is cur-
rently being progressed to tender stage.

•  Untreated agglomerations (UTAS) are Major Capital Projects 
in addition to the CIP 2017-2021. RPS has been appointed by IW 
as Consulting Engineers. This project involves 5 Clare towns and 
villages with less than adequate wastewater treatment facili-
ties – Ballyvaughan, Clarecastle, Kilkee, Kilrush and Liscannor. A 
review of the Gate 1 studies and the submission of the Design 
Inception Report have been completed. Pre-planning meetings 
with Clare County Council Planning Department have concluded 
and the detailed design has advanced significantly. Scheduled 
briefing sessions for elected members and public open evenings 
have been completed for Clarecastle, Kilrush, Kilkee and Bally-
vaughan agglomerations. A public information session for Liscan-
nor is scheduled for the 3rd October next in the Community Hall 
from 5p.m. to 7:30p.m.   Planning applications commencing with 
Kilrush is expected to be lodged by IW in the late autumn 2018.

The next page contains a summary of any changes in status of 
significant capital projects:
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WATER PROJECTS
Rockmount WTP Irish Water has approved funding for the following works in relation to Rockmount WTP:

• Purchase land and construct a pumping station north of Milltown Malbay.
• Decommission the existing Rockmount WTP.
• Construct new 1,000 cubic meter reservoir on the site of the decommissioned WTP. 
• Linkage to existing countywide SCADA, consistent with Irish Water Specifications. 
• Water Mains Upgrade for approx. 5.5km between Miltown Malbay and Mullagh.

Guerin&Considine ltd have withdrawn from the contract, the next contractor on the tender list has been ap-
proached. Contract Documents to appointment this contractor are being drawn up.

Survey Work at the Reservoir is continuing. The Asbestos survey of the existing WTP has been completed and 
this report will form part of the Planning Application.

Networks Port-
folio

Works on the Networks Portfolio will include establishment of District Metering Area’s and a countywide Find 
& Fix leak programme, a number of reports have been received this month highlighting additional leaks and 
damaged infrastructure. Works to repair these issues have been ongoing with positive results on water loss 
being recorded. 
Newmarket-on-Fergus Mains Rehab has been completed and reinstatement of the pavement will follow in the 
next two weeks subject to contractor availability.

Water Treatment 
Plant Upgrades

Old & New Doolough, Corofin and Ballymacraven WTP have been approved for upgrades. RPS has been ap-
pointed as Consultants and site visits have taken place. 
Data gathering on the projects are ongoing.
A proposal to upgrade Castlelake WTP is being prepared at the moment.

Bealaha Mains 
Replacement

1.5km of mains replacement; Healy-Rae Ltd from Kerry has been appointed Contractor to this project a road 
opening license has been approved for and we are waiting on a commencement date.
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WASTEWATER PROJECTS
Clare UTAS
• Ballyvaughan; • Clare-
castle
• Kilkee; • Kilrush; Liscan-
nor

The projects under UTAS are currently at detailed design stage. Initial Public information sessions 
have been completed for Clarecastle, Kilrush and Kilkee & Ballyvaughan. A public information ses-
sion for Liscannor is scheduled for early autumn.  Initial contact with land owners has been made 
for each agglomeration. Planning applications commencing with Kilrush is expected to be lodged by 
IW in the late Autumn 2018.

Clare CIP 2017-2021
• Shannon WwTP; • En-
nistymon WwTP; • Lahinch 
WwTP; 
Newmarket on Fergus 
Outfall

Mott MacDonald has been appointed as Consulting Engineers for the Gate 1 agglomeration con-
cept designs. An Interim Upgrade Design Options Report has been submitted for Shannon WwTP 
which has been reviewed by Clare County Council and IW. This interim upgrade has now advancing 
to tender stage with the completion of the final design workshop with IW.

Francis Street Pumpstation 
Upgrade 

The project will involve an upgrade of the four pumps in the storm overflow chamber and ancil-
lary works. Cantwell Electrical Engineering has been appointed Contractor to this project. A recent 
meeting was held with the Contractor and a works schedule is due to be issued.

Kilfenora WWTP upgrade A Design Review Report with a preferred treatment option has been submitted by the consultant 
and has been approved by Irish Water. Third part surveys are completed. The CoA application has 
been submitted to the EPA. The Planning Application for the project is expected to be submitted 
shortly.

Quin WWTP upgrade This scheme is out to Tender as part of the ECI (Early Contractor Involvement) bundle of projects

Flow Monitoring Project Snagging of this project is ongoing. O&M Manuals have been received.

NCAP – National Certificate 
of Authorisation Pro-
gramme

This Programme will review all EPA Certified Wastewater plants with a P.E. of less than 500 and 
their impact on receiving waters. Ballycannon and Kilmihil WWTP’s in Co. Clare have been included 
in the first round of assessments. RPS has prepared Site Option Reports for both plants which are 
currently under review.

Satellite Dewatering Cen-
tres

Clareabbey WWTP has been assessed as a potential satellite dewatering centre for the purpose of 
treating imported sludge from surrounding WWTP’s. Jacobs Tobin has issued their report which is 
currently under consideration. 

IWSS – Inlet Works, Storm 
& Sludge 

This programme aims to assess WWTP for upgrade works in three areas – Inlet Screen Works, 
Storm Capacity and Sludge Handling. J.B. Barry Consultants have been appointed and data gather-
ing has commenced for three sites in Clare – Miltown Malbay WWTP, Inagh WWTP and Kilmihil.
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Fire & Building Control Section (Main Activities) SEPTEMBER 2018 YEAR TO DATE
Number of Emergency Calls Attended 74 797
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Received 13 76
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Granted 12 78
Number of Fire Safety Certificates Invalidated 0 1
Number of Disability Access Certificates Received 10 57
Number of Disability Access Certificates Granted 6 52
Number of Commencement Notices Received 40 333
Number of Dangerous Structures/Places Complaints 1 17

CLARE COUNTY FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE
The following are the notable activities in the Fire & Building 
Control Section for the month of September.

• In September, Clare County Fire & Rescue Service ran 
Community First Responder Courses (CFR) - 1 day duration in 
each of the seven stations.

• Clare County Fire & Rescue Service had 21 personnel 
attend 2 No. Emergency First Responder Courses.  The courses 
were held at the Ennis Training Centre – 5 day duration.
• 2 Officers attended National Directorate for Fire & 
Emergency Management Courses in the following areas:  Haz-
ardous Materials and Sub-Station Officer Courses – 2 weeks du-
ration each.

RURAL WATER PROGRAMME:

•  Clare County Council received its final allocation under the 
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government Multi 
Annual Rural Water Programme for 2018 with an additional 
€115,000 being awarded to Clare under Measure 2(upgrade 
and conservation works) bringing the total allocation under 
Measure 2 to €440,000. An additional €31,000 was awarded 
under Measure 1 for Water Quality bringing the overall alloca-
tion to the county to €471,000.

•  Works have been ongoing over the past few months under 
the Rural Water Programme with Fanore GWS, Castlequarter 
GWS, Knockavilla GWS and Killone GWS having completed 

works or coming close to completion. Works have also com-
menced on Carrigerry GWS and Lissycasey GWS with works due 
to commence on Ballinruane GWS, Coolmeen Kildysart and Fox 
and Geese GWS in the near future. 

•  No scheme was taken in charge in September by Irish Water. 
The Rural Water Programme is currently working with GWS’s 
with a view to progressing taking in charge applications and 
subsequent transfer into the Irish Water Network. 

•  The Rural Water Team continue to work with schemes to en-
sure their members have a robust and sustainable quality and 
quantity supply of water available to them.

ENVIRONMENT

Waste Enforcement 
•  The Waste Enforcement Unit continues to police illegal waste 
activity and monitor licensed facilities throughout the County. 
There are currently 197 active environmental complaints logged 
on the CRM system, 128 of which have been allocated to the 
Waste Enforcement Unit. A total of 1044 complaints have been 
closed out since the start of the year.
•  Works on the Department for Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment (DCCAE) Anti-Dumping initiative 2018 have 
now been completed with final reporting underway to facilitate 
grant drawdown through the Southern WERLA and the Depart-
ment. A summary of outcomes will be provided in next month’s 
management report.
•  Issuing of fines to individuals under the Litter Pollution Act 
1997 (As amended) is down this month with 5 fines being issued. 
However three individuals are due to appear in court in October 
following failure to pay outstanding litter fines.
•  Three large scale illegal dumping incidents took place in Sep-
tember. Waste Enforcement Staff continue to progress investiga-
tions into these incidents. Formal directions, issued to individu-
als under the Waste Management Act 1996 (as amended), have 
been responded to with two sites being cleared of illegally placed 
construction & demolition waste and one site being progressed.

Inspection of permitted and other facilities remains ongoing and 
is currently on schedule with the inspection plan agreed with 
the EPA. Inspections of tyre retailers in particular have been very 
successful with a number of irregularities being identified as part 
of the Repak ELT scheme. This work has received positive feed-
back from the Southern WERLA group and is helping shape the 
national Repak ELT scheme.
•  Inspections of second hand car importers under the ELVES 
scheme are also being progressed, following meetings with the 
Southern WERLA group. 

Draft Litter Management Byelaws 2019-2021
•  The non-statutory consultation phase has commenced in pre-
paring a Draft Litter Management Plan for the period 2019-2021. 
Members of the public and interested parties are invited to make 
submissions which will be considered in the preparation of the 
Draft Litter Management Plan.  These submissions are required 
to be submitted by Friday, 19th October.  The draft plan was dis-
cussed by the Transportation and Environment SPC at its  Sep-
tember meeting.

Capital Projects - beaches
•  Lahinch public toilets upgrade is currently out to tender with 
tenders due back mid October. Spanish Point public toilet up-
grade is now in the maintenance period, post construction works.
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Bring Banks
•  New textile collection banks are to be provided at Labasheeda 
GAA Grounds and at the Bring Bank Collection point in Kildysert 
in the coming weeks.
Local Agenda 21 Environmental Partnership Fund 
•  49 projects for Clare have received funding under the Local 
Agenda 21 Environmental Partnership Fund. The scheme presents 
an opportunity for voluntary groups to develop a project or initi-
ative that could help increase awareness of environmental issues 
locally and help a community become more sustainable. Projects 
focus on environmental awareness and actions which comple-
ment national environmental policies such as those on waste, 
biodiversity, water conservation and climate change. The fund 
available for Clare for 2018 is €25,300 with 50% of the funding 
provided by the Department of Communication Climate Action 
& Environment and the remaining 50% by Clare County Council. 
Green Schools Seminar
•  An Taisce Green Schools Seminar took place at the Buttermar-
ket Building on 26 September. This seminar was well attended 
this year with 50 teachers from primary and secondary schools 
across Clare participating in workshops covering the themes, Lit-
ter and Waste, Energy, Travel, Water, Biodiversity, Global Citizen-
ship Litter and Waste, Global Citizenship and Energy and Global 
Citizenship and the Marine Environment. There are 134 schools 
registered with the An Taisce Green Schools Programme in Clare. 

Energy
•  The summary findings of the Energy Management System to 
date are:-

Tender Deadline Date
Organisation  
Energy Management 
System

Energy Consumption data has been pre-
pared and submitted to the annual statu-
tory reports under SI 426. 

Clare County  
Council Energy Costs

Energy Costs in the past 8 months of 2018 
are 6% below the same period in 2017. The 
reduction in energy costs is mainly attribut-
able to the benefit centralised energy tariff 
negotiations, and energy efficiency up-
grades in public lights and large buildings.

Clare County  
Council Energy  
Consumption

The reduction in cost is masking a smaller 
reduction of 2% overall and increases in 
the quantity of energy for pubic lighting. A 
regional pubic lighting upgrade programme 
is being started this year.  

Clare County  
Council Energy Per-
formance

•  Clare County Council has achieved an 
energy performance of 18.5% towards the 
required 33% by 2020. Significant progress 
is required over the coming two years.  
•  Energy efficiency increases are an-
ticipated through Public lighting retrofit 
programme to commence later this year. 

Success for Council lifeguards at Lifesaving Championships
Clare County Council was a key sponsor of the European Junior Life-
saving Championships which were held in UL and Kilkee in September. 

Team Ireland comprised 6 males and 6 females, including 5 team mem-
bers from Clare, 3 of which are current Co Clare lifeguards, (Noel Shan-
non from Seafield, Turlough Barrett from Doonbeg and Tara McEvoy 
from Fanore). The other 2 Clare members are currently training to be-
come lifeguards. All the Clare team members were Gold medal winners.

The Championships simulate real-life rescue situations that Lifeguards 
can expect to encounter and pits the best Junior Lifesavers from around 
Europe against each other in a series of water rescue scenarios in both 
pool and beach environments. Junior competitors typically become 
top Lifeguards, patrolling beaches and pools in Ireland and abroad. 

The Clare team members train all year round, under the watchful eye 
of Brendan McGrath, IWS coach. Their training base is the Water Safety 
Training Centre in Whitestrand, Miltown Malbay, where they have the 
facilities and equipment to excel at their sport.  The ongoing training 
by the Clare Water Safety volunteers ensures that Clare County Coun-
cil has some of the fittest and fastest lifeguards in the country. These 
lifeguards watch over out 9 Blue Flag beaches each summer season.

Clare McGrath, Clare County Council Water Safety Development Of-
ficer, was chief organiser of this event which was attended by 13 Eu-
ropean countries, 154 athletes, 50 Coaches and Managers, and many 
friends and families, who came to support their teams. 

During this 2018 summer season, Clare County Council employed 38 
lifeguards on 9 Blue Flag and 2 Green Coast beaches. Cover began 
on 2nd June and finished on 15th September. During the hot spell in 
June, lifeguard cover was extended to ensure the beaches were safe 
for the many people that flocked to our waterways. Throughout the 
summer season, lifeguards receive ongoing training in fitness and first 
aid. Much of this training is done at the Water Safety Training Centre in 
Whitestrand.  In July, the new Lifeguard station and new toilet facilities 
were opened in Spanish Point – a great addition to the coastal area.
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SEPTEMBER IN PICTURES
                          AROUND THE COUNCIL                                                                                                       

Mayor of Ennis, Councillor Clare Colleran Molloy pictured with 
Mary McAllister from Ennis who was named Clare Older Person of 

the Year 2018 at a ceremony hosted by the Clare Older People’s 
Council and Clare Age Friendly Alliance at Hotel Woodstock.

The Mayor of Clare Cllr Michael Begley, Clare County Council’s 
Twinning Committee and Elected Members hosted a visit to 
Áras Contae an Chláir in Ennis of a delegation comprising 24 
community representatives from Tonquédec, a commune in 
the Côtes-d’Armor department of Brittany in northwestern 

France. Tonquédec is twinned with Corofin.

Councillor Pat Daly and fellow Elected Members attended a 
stakeholders consultation on Ennis 2040 during September.

Deputy Mayor of Ennis, Councillor Paul Murphy (pictured right) 
attended the LEO Clare hosted jobs announcement in late 

September. Also pictured: Deputy Joe Carey, Aip Thermoform 
Packaging, Minister Pat Breen, and Padraic McElwee of LEO Clare.

Cllr Alan O’Callaghan, Deputy Mayor, and Pat Dowling, Chief 
Executive, hosted a visit by H.E. Mr. Istvan S. Palffy, the Hungarian 
Ambassador to Ireland. Also pictured Leonard Cleary, Director of 

Social Development; Liam Conneally, Director of Economic  
Development; and Ann Reynolds, Corporate Services. 

Councillor Gerry Flynn, Cathaoirleach of the Shannon Municipal 
District pictured on the 5km walking and cycle trail in Shannon 

that takes in the town’s green spaces and scenic location on 
the banks of the Estuary. The Shannon Loop has benefited from 

upgrade works carried out by Clare County Council as part of 
the Green Infrastructure Plan for Shannon Town. 
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