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In drafting the Living Farmland Calendar 2014, we have worked hard to illustrate 

the magnificent natural beauty, the wealth of natural habitats, the breathtaking 

rural landscapes and outstanding heritage which County Clare has to offer. 

Intrinsically linked to this is County Clare’s agricultural traditions, customs and 

farming heritage, without which many landscapes would cease to exist!

Farming is as integral to County Clare as water is to life which is why the 

theme of the 2014 calendar is ‘water is life’. Clare boasts an incredible array of 

watercourses, including rivers, lakes turlough and fens. As water is the basis for all 

life, dictating how and where we live, work and engage in recreation, we thought 

it an appropriate theme with which to base the coming year.  Farming, as with 

all life, relies heavily on water and farmers in Clare work hard to protect our 

valuable rivers, lakes, estuary and groundwater.  There is a responsibility on all 

of us to protect our drinking waters, shellfish waters, bathing waters, and nature 

conservation areas.  

The calendar features messages from the IFA’s smart farming application and 

Teagasc’s cross compliance workbook, both of which are freely available and were 

designed to assist the farming community— which is particularly appropriate in 

this the UN year of family farming. 2014, the International year of family farming 

aims to become a tool to stimulate active policies for sustainable development of 

agricultural systems based farmer families and fishing families.

We hope that this calendar provides a visual reminder of the wonderful 

environment we enjoy on our doorstep and that each month as you turn the leaf, 

you are inspired to safeguard and enjoy Clare’s living farmland.

The Living Farmland Steering Committee

Gloria Callinan – Clare Local Development Company 

Joan Tarmey – Clare County Council 

Congella McGuire – Clare County Council 

Declan Murphy – Teagasc 

Seamus Murphy – Clare IFA
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Welcome Biographies

The Burren in bloom Photo: Brendan Dunford, Burrenbeo

Nutan Photography
Jacques Piraprez, Parkmore, Kinvara, Co. Galway. www.nutan.ie

Currently residing near Kinvara, Co Galway, Nutan, originally from Belgium, 

is an award winning photographic journalist.  Having photographed 

Ireland for the past 40 years, Nutan draws his inspiration from our natural 

landscape and people. He has published in such internationally renowned 

photographic publications as National Geographic, Figaro, Time, Zeite, 

Independent, Observer, Sunday Times, Country Living among others.

He has exhibited worldwide and has fourteen books to his name including The Islands 

of Ireland, Thames and Hudson, London. Other works include ‘Four Seasons of the 

Burren, Panoramic Landscapes’, ‘The Four Seasons of Dromore Wood’, for the Department 

of Environment, ‘Dolphin and Whales in the Azores and Shannon Estuary’, for Aston 

Productions, ‘Heritage Sites in Limerick, Galway and Clare’ for Duchas - The Heritage Service.

Carsten Krieger Photography
Kilbaha North, Loop Head, Kilkee, County Clare, Ireland.  

www.carstenkrieger.com

Carsten Krieger is a photographer and author based in Loophead, County 

Clare. So far he has photographed, written and contributed to 7 books on 

Ireland’s landscape, nature and heritage. He is currently working on a flagship 

photo book for the Burren and Cliffs of Moher Geopark.

John N Murphy Photography 
www.murfswildlife.blogspot.com

Professional wildlife cameraman, photographer, author and a  

co-founder of the Clare Branch of Birdwatch Ireland. Murphy is a director of 

Waxwing Wildlife Productions Ltd., who has produced two six part wildlife 

documentary series for TG4. Waxwing has also supplied footage and assisted 

in many productions for RTE, such as Six One News, Ear to the Ground, Eco-eye 

and Nationwide. A native of Ballycar, Newmarket on Fergus, Murphy currently 

works as a Senior Ecologist with an Engineering firm based in Tralee.

Cover images: © Nutan



Nollaig na mBan 
(Little Christmas) St. John’s Day

Public Holiday

Global Family Day

31st Dec–1st 
Killaloe Ballina 2014 
Brian Boru millennium

Spreading period 
opens for chemical 
fertiliser, slurry & FYM

Burrenbeo Talks, 
8.30pm every third 
Wednesday

16th–20th 
Shannonside Winter 
Music Weekend 
Sixmilebridge & 
Bunratty

Christmas 
Tree Throwing 
Competition, 
Fairgreen, Ennis

Burrenbeo Walks, 2pm 
every first Sunday

• Dairy farmers—remember to service your 
milking machine

• Vaccinate suckler cows at least one month 
pre calving

• Check weather forecast before spreading 
organic manures

• Observe spreading buffer zones in respect 
to rivers, lakes and wells 

• Commence spreading of Nitrogen on fields 
for early grass

• Feed dry cows minerals for six weeks  
pre calving

• Locate and fix any water leaks— 
it will save you money 
(check out the SmartFarming.ie app)

• Store clean/dry farm plastics on hard 
surface & accessible for rigid truck  
(bag netting separately)
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Mí Eanair / January

Whooper Swans breed in Iceland, but they spend the winter in Ireland and Britain. It takes Whooper Swans less than 24 hours  
to fly from Iceland to Ireland, which is about seven times the distance from Ennis to Dublin.

Photo: © Nutan

Photo: Roger Duff

Pied Wagtail is a sprightly small bird 
with a frantically wagging tail, seen 

as it dashes about in search of insects 
in open ground or near to water.



24th–2nd March  
Corofin Traditional 
Festival

25th–1st March  
‘Annie’ Ennis Musical 
Society Production, 
Glór Music Centre, 
Ennis

Valentine’s Day –  
love our environment

21st–24th 
20th Russell Memorial 
Weekend, Doolin,  
Co. Clare

Hedge cutting season 
finishes

St. Brigid’s Day

Clare Outdoor Club 
beach clean-up on 
Cregg Beach

World Wetlands Day 
– theme is ‘Wetlands 
and Agriculture’

• Dairy farmers should graze a third of your 
grazing area by end of February

• Spreading your slurry in Spring will ensure 
nutrient up-take is better with less N lost 
to air (check forecast before spreading)

• Nitrogen availability in manures is highly 
affected by weather conditions in the  
24 hours after application 
(check out the SmartFarming.ie app)

• Turn out maiden heifers to grass in  
early February

• Hedge cutting to finish by end of month.

• Familiarise yourself with burning guidance 
(see back page)

• Hedgerows are particularly important for 
biodiversity as they provide safe corridors 
for wildlife to move across the countryside
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Mí Feabhra / February

The Brian Ború Oak is one of the oldest and best known trees in the country. It has long been associated with the last High King of Ireland, Brian Ború, who was born nearby.  
Reputedly 1,000 years old, the Brian Ború Oak is still bearing fruit and acorns every year; the tree will feature in the centenary celebrations of Brian Ború in 2014 near Tuamgraney.

Photo: © Carsten Krieger/ 
The Tree Council of Ireland

Photo: John N Murphy

The common frog is an amphibian, 
which means it can survive in water and 

on land. Frogs have an extraordinary 
lifecycle and are badly affected by water 

pollution and loss of wetland habitat.



St. Patrick’s Day

Traditional Horse Fair, 
Kilrush, Co. Clare

Burrenbeo Talks, 
8.30pm every third 
Wednesday

7th–9th 
Ennis Book  
Club Festival

Sets by the Sea, 
Spanish Point

International  
Day of Forests

28th–30th  
Doolin Writers’ 
Weekend

Birds Nesting season 
begins and continues 
until August 31st

St. Patrick’s Cultural 
Weekend including 
Parade 

World Water Day – 
the theme is Water 
& Energy. Focusing 
on the importance 
of freshwater and 
sustainable uses

Earth Hour, a 
worldwide event 
encouraging 
everyone to turn off 
non-essential lights 
from 8:30-9:30pm

2nd–8th National  
Tree Week

Clocks go forward  
one hour at 1am

Saturday Sunday notesFridayThursdayWednesdayTuesdayMonday

• Dairy farmers should complete first 
grazing rotation by the end of March

• Tag and register all born calves within  
27 days of birth

• Commence pre breeding heat detection  
on dairy cows

• Check your septic tank/system for leaks, 
ponding etc.  Ensure you de-sludge tank 
using permitted contractor.  
(www.nwcpo.ie)

• Plant native trees or enjoy a woodland 
walk during National Tree Week

• First wild flowers appear in sequence 
with Lesser Celandine, Dog Violets and 
Bluebells blooming in hedgerows and 
woodlands 
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Mí Márta / March

In 2012, the majestic White-Tailed Sea Eagle nested for the first time in Ireland in over 100 years near Mountshannon in Clare. The pair feed mainly on fish but also eat carrion. 
You can help by avoiding the use of illegal poisons. These incredible birds rely on good farming practices and clean water in Lough Derg for their survival.

Photo: © Valerie O’Sullivan,  
Golden Eagle Trust

Photo: John N Murphy

The Irish Hare is a subspecies of the Mountain 
Hare. It is common in Clare and found in 

coastal and upland areas in particular.  
Hares do not burrow, but rest and rear their 

leverets above ground in a form.



National Spring Clean 
month – all across 
the country

The Boroimhe 
Suite, St. Flannan’s 
Cathedral, Killaloe

Ború Singers Gala 
Concert

24th–28th 
Kilfenora Traditional 
Music Festival

4th–6th Kincora 
Traditional Weekend 
Killaloe Ballina

11th–13th 
Brian Ború ,  
Killaloe Ballina

Consairtín, the 
National Concertina 
Convention, Ennis

25th - 27th Loop Head 
Walking Festival

Burrenbeo Walks, 2pm 
every first Sunday

Clare Garden Festival, 
Ennis Showgrounds

World Health Day

Easter Sunday

Guided Walk of 
Native Woodlands, 
Tuamgraney, Co. Clare

Good Friday

18th Life of Brian Ború 
film, Newmarket- 
on-Fergus

18th–20th Welcome to 
the Vikings’  weekend

Easter Monday

• Select high EBI bulls for use on the herd 

• Target 70% of cows bred in first six weeks 
of the breeding season 

• Close and fertilise silage ground in  
early April

• Request a farm plastic collection from 
IFFPG – Lo call: 1890 300 4444

• Look out for juvenile salmon (‘smolts’) 
making their journey to sea for the  
first time

• Duck fly start to hatch on our lakes and 
rivers – feeding frenzy time for trout

• Pike and other coarse fish start to spawn 
in the margins of lakes and rivers. Pike can 
reach up to 25lbs in weight!
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Mí Aibreán / April

The Conamara is a beautiful Pony and is known for its strength, stamina and good temperament and is a versatile sports pony found on farms in Co. Clare. Photo: © Nutan

Photo: Isabel Baker

Ireland’s only resident population of bottle-nose 
dolphins can regularly be seen breaching in the 

lower reaches of the Shannon Estuary. 
Shannon Dolphin & Wildlife Foundation



Public Holiday

14th – 18th 
High Nelly bike 
weekend, Durty 
Nellys, Bunratty

1st–31st 
Embrace, Glor, Ennis

Bealtaine Festival, 
venues countywide

Burren in Bloom

UN International 
Day for Biological 
Diversity

29th–June 2nd 
Tuamgraney 
Community Weekend 
2014—remembering 
Brian Boru

2nd –4th Burren Law 
School, Ballyvaughan

2nd–5th  
The Festival of Finn, 
Corofin

Tulla Trad Festival

23rd–25th Burren 
Slow Food Festival, 
Lisdoonvarna

30th–June 2nd  
Father Ted Festival, 
Kilfenora
Doonbeg Interl Jazz 
Festival 2014
Feile An tSamhriadh, 
Ballyvaughan

Choral Celebration & 
Gala Concert,  
St Flannan’s 
Cathedral, Killaloe

World Migratory  
Bird Day

18th–26th 
Fleadh Nua, Ennis

• Complete S.P.S. application form by May 15th

• Check silage pit is crack free and all joints 
in the concrete are sealed. Repair where 
necessary.

• Commence topping from mid May

• Control docks in silage fields

• Cut silage before end of May 

• Reduce silage effluent, it will save money 
(check out the SmartFarming.ie app)

• Ensure all silage effluent is collected

• When using AI, select high value terminal 
and replacement sires to match selected 
suckler cows in herd
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Mí Bealtaine / May

Until the 1800s, Ireland was almost entirely covered in deciduous forests: now only a few pockets of ancient woodland remain.  
Clare has a considerable amount of oak-ash-hazel woodland and some wet alder woodland. Small pockets of ancient woodland still remain.

Photo: Gordon Daly

Photo: © Nutan

Mute Swans are the only resident breeding 
swans in Clare. Mute Swans are distinguished 

from Whooper and Bewick Swans (that visit 
Clare during the winter months only) by their 

orange bill with black knob and base.



Public Holiday

Spancill Hill Fair

Start of European 
Geopark Network 
Week

Traditional Horse Fair, 
Kilrush

World Environment 
Day, this year is an 
anti-food waste and 
loss theme

13th–15th  
Killaloe Music Festival

Doolin Folk Festival

27th–29th Santosa 
Yoga Festival, Querrin, 
Loop Head Peninsula

Love:Live Music Day, 
venues countywide

Brian Boru  
Re-enactment,  
Tulla to Magh Adhair

Special Olympics 
Ireland Games, 
venues around 
Limerick City

Killaloe Pink Ribbon 
Walk, Ballina Killaloe

Victorian Day by the 
Sea, Kilkee

• Clear channels around 
silage pit and ensure 
silage effluent is being 
diverted to an effluent 
tank

• Treat autumn / spring born 
calves for stomach worms

• June is a high risk month for 
farm accidents. Take care 
when using machinery and 
around animals.

• Control noxious weeds in grassland by 
spraying (follow instructions on amount 
needed, triple rinse empty container and 
drain into sprayer. Be conscious of buffer 
zones for watercourses)

• Enjoy one of the 11 designated bathing 
areas in the county.
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Mí Meitheamh / June

Riches of Clare Concert Series, Ennis  
A series of free lunchtime traditional music 
concerts every Wednesday in June and July  
at the County Museum

At present there are at least 20 marked looped walks, two linear treks and four major Waymarked Ways in County Clare.  
Interest is growing in walking as people enjoy the health, fitness and social benefits.

Photo: Eamon Ward © Clare County Council

Photo: John N Murphy
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The Cliffs of Moher hold the only mainland 
colony of breeding Puffins in Ireland, 

where the population is increasing.



7th–15th Willie Clancy 
Summer Festival, 
Miltown Malbay

8th–15th Dance 
on the Shannon, 
Mountshannon

St. Swithin’s Day

Burrenbeo Talks, 
8.30pm every third 
Wednesday

3rd–6th  
Féile Brian Ború, 
Ballina Killaloe

Ennis Street Festival

4th–6th  
Ennis Street Festival

Skadoonvarna 
Festival, Lisdoonvarna

5th–13th Scoil 
Samhraidh Willie 
Clancy, Miltown 
Malbay, Co. Clare

Feile Latino, 
Ennistymon, Co. Clare

Burrenbeo Walks, 2pm 
every first Sunday

• Fishing Seasons: Coarse fishing (e.g Pike) 
is open all year round, while Trout and 
Salmon fishing (Game fishing) is protected 
and opening times are dependent on 
lakes and locations as well as times of the 
year. For further information see www.
fisheriesireland.ie.

• Dose to control lungworm and stomach 
worms in calves

• Creep graze spring born suckler calves 
ahead of suckler cows

• Select cattle for finishing pre housing and 
feed accordingly

• One small hole (3mm) per bale can result 
in 8% loss of edible silage, large hole 
(24mm) can result in 33% loss 
(check out the SmartFarming.ie app)

• Waste oil, oil containers, batteries and 
animal health wastes are all hazardous 
and must be stored, recycled and/or 
disposed of appropriately.
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Mí Iúil / July

Fisherman enjoys serenity of Dromore Wood Nature Reserve. By fishing within the carrying capacity of our lakes, rivers and seas,  
we are ensuring sustainable and healthy fish stocks for the future.

Photo: © Nutan

Photo: © Nutan

Harebells have nodding blue paper-thin flowers 
and is one of the last flowers of the summer.



Public Holiday

Burrenbeo Talks, 
8.30pm every third 
Wednesday

1st–3rd Craft Beer 
& Cider Festival, 
Lisdoonvarna

1st–4th Kilmihil 
Festival of Fun

1st–8th Rose of Clare 
Festival, Cooraclare

Brian Ború 
Tri Challenge, 
Twomilegate, Killaloe 
Co. Clare

22nd–24th  
Doolin Craft Beer 
Festival

Village Carnival, 
Newmarket on Fergus

16th–24th Heritage 
Week, venues 
countywide

Burrenbeo Walks, 2pm 
every first Sunday

10th–16th Kilmurry 
Harvest festival & All 
Ireland Vintage Rally, 
Sixmilebridge, Co. 
Clare

The Brutal O’Brien 
Pageant, Mooghaun 
Hillfort

Birds Nesting season 
& prohibition of 
hedge cutting ends

• Target a 30 day grazing rotation  
by the end of August

• Have all grassland reseeding completed  
by the end of the month

• Commence meal feeding to weanlings  
four weeks before weaning

• Dose to control lungworm and stomach 
worms in calves

• Examine cows for signs of summer 
mastitis
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Mí Lúnasa / August

Lahinch beach and promenade—one of 11 official bathing sites in the County. Photo: Tom Buckley

Photo: © Nutan
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The shellfish waters are rich in spider 
crabs, velvet crabs, lobsters, oysters and 

mussels, while the shoreline is carpeted with 
seaweeds, periwinkles and limpets.

Sea pink/thrift, heaviest bloom is in spring with periodic bloom through summer and autumn



Commence hedgerow 
cutting/maintenance

Last spreading date 
for chemical fertiliser

29th–October 5th 
National Recycling 
Week

10th–14th An Post Rás 
na mBan, Ennis,  
Co. Clare

World Maritime Day

5th–7th Crotty Galvin 
Traditional Music 
Festival Weekend, 
Moyasta, Kilrush

Culture Night,  
venues countywide

19th–21st Ennis Fringe 
Festival

26th–28th  
Bunratty Banjo 
Festival

Mountshannon Trad 
Festival

Declan Hayes 
Memorial Doonbeg, 
Co. Clare

• Think ahead, plant your own on-farm 
pension fund and provide your own fuel. 
Think forestry! Think Wood energy! 

• Ash trees can be found in Co Clare 
although not in great abundance. Hurleys 
made from ash are produced in the county.

• Consider buying local firewood from a local 
supplier, check out www.ccwep.ie

• Separate out bulls and heifers from  
six months of age

• Prevent grass tetany in suckler cows

• Continue meal feeding to calves /
weanlings for 2 weeks after weaning

• Ensure all gutters are working and 
rainwater is diverted away from dirty yards

• Store silage bales at least 20m from 
watercourses, otherwise effluent storage  
is necessary

• For yard lighting, High Pressure Sodium 
lights are best, offering a balance between 
colour rendering and high efficiency 
(check out the SmartFarming.ie app)
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Mí Meán Fomhair/September

1/3 of the food we buy ends up in the bin, this can cost the 
average household up to €1000 every year. In this European 
Year Against Food Waste, learn how to prevent food waste. 
Check out www.stopfoodwaste.ie

An iconic memory from the 2013 Championship. Photo: John Kelly © The Clare Champion

Photo: © Nutan

Photo: © Nutan

Five Shellfish Waters are 
designated in Clare: Aughinish 

Bay, Poulnaclough Bay 
(part of Ballyvaughan Bay), 

Poulnasherry Bay, Carrigaholt 
Bay and Rinvella Bay.



World Habitat Day

Last date for  
slurry spreading

Traditional Horse Fair, 
Kilrush

10th–18th Feile Eile, 
Children’s Festival, 
Killaloe Ballina

24th–25th Killaloe 
Festival of Light

24th–27th 
BurrenWinterage 
Weekend, The Burren

Last date for  
FYM spreading

4th–6th Ennis Food 
Festival

11th–12th Ború3Peaks, 
Killaloe Ballina

25th–27th Octoberfest 
beer festival, Bunratty

CELT Guided 
Walk - Our Native 
Woodlands as known 
to Brian Boru

Burren Food Fayre, 
Lisdoonvarna

Clocks go back  
one hour at 1am

Public Holiday

October is a good time to treat Japanese 
Knotweed to prevent it spreading. Invasive 
species such as Japanese Knotweed have 
been introduced (deliberately or accidentally) 
by humans and have a negative impact on 
the economy, wildlife or habitats. For more 
information, www.invasivespeciesireland.com

• Start closing for spring grass from the 10th

• Dry off thin heifers. Target condition  
score at drying is 3.25

• Beef cattle need meal feeding prior  
to slaughter

• Have your tax returns completed  
by end of month

• Arrival of our northern breeding migrants, 
a variety of ducks, waders, swans & geese
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Mí Deireadh Fomhair/October

Although modern farming is highly mechanized, traditional scenes likes this one can still be found in rural areas. Photo: © Nutan

Photo: Burrenbeo
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The age old tradition of 
herding cattle onto the 

Burren winterages is 
underway by now.

27

Public Holiday

World Habitat Day



Traditional Horse Fair, 
Kilrush

Burrenbeo Talks, 
8.30pm every third 
Wednesday

21st–23rd Ennis Yoga 
Studios

Burrenbeo Walks, 2pm 
every first Sunday

• Commence drying off dairy cows

• Consider soil testing at least every five 
years, it could save you up to €23/acre 
(check out the SmartFarming.ie app)

• Test your silage quality—carry out  
silage analysis

• Treat weanlings for hoose worm  
before housing

• Broadleaved trees are dormant from 
November to March, so good time for  
tree-planting

• You may need to treat animals for  
liver fluke

• Treat weanlings for hoose worm before 
housing
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Mí na Samhna/November

High quality grass based beef production in Clare. Photo: Declan Murphy

Photo: John N Murphy

Hedgehogs are common 
throughout most of Ireland 

including Clare.



Burrenbeo Talks, 
8.30pm every third 
Wednesday

Burrenbeo Walks, 2pm 
every first Sunday

St. Stephen’s DayChristmas Day

Holly, one of the few native 
broad-leaved evergreen trees

• Check housed cattle for signs of lice

• Drystock farmers should consider joining a 
discussion group

• Feed a dry cow mineral mix to dairy cows

• Protect your water—store your FYM on a 
concrete floor.  It contains spoiled silage, 
used animal bedding and waste straw—all 
potential pollutants. 

• Seepage from FYM needs to be collected 
(whether it is covered or not).

• Feed suckler cows according to body 
condition

• Over winter, ensure you move ring feeders 
regularly to avoid poaching of land
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Mí na Nollag / December

The robin is probably the most common and best loved bird in Clare.  It is one of the top birds recorded in the BirdWatch garden survey every year. Photo: © Nutan

Photo: John N Murphy

The Shannon and Fergus Estuary is among 
the best site in Ireland for overwintering 

wildfowl and waders and holds 
internationally important numbers of 

Dunlin among other wintering birds.



Burning and The Law

• Backyard Burning, the uncontrolled burning 

of waste, releases toxic pollutants into the 

air without treatment or filter, damaging our 

health and our environment. 

• It is illegal to burn household or commercial/

industrial waste, household green waste (e.g. 

hedging), electric cables for the recovery of 

copper, or to burn waste in bonfires.

• Landowners must not burn vegetation between 

1st March and 31st August each year as this is 

the bird nesting season (and this is enforced by 

National Parks & Wildlife Service).

• Landowners burning gorse, scrub, or vegetation 

must inform the Fire Service at least one day in 

advance on 999 or 112 providing details of the 

location, time and duration of burning.

• In addition, landowners burning within 1 mile 

of a woodland, must notify the local Garda 

Station and woodland owner in writing at least 

7 days in advance.

• Where burning is to take place within a Special 

Area of Conservation or Natural Heritage Area, 

written consent must be sought in advance 

from the National Parks and Wildlife Service.

Check out www.clarecoco.ie/ water-waste-

environment/enforcement/burning/ 

Further info: Environment Section, Clare County 

Council 065 6846331

Cross compliance workbook
This new workbook will help farmers to better 

understand Cross Compliance and its requirements 

through the use of simple checklists and pictures.

Payments made to farmers under CAP are 

dependent on achieving and maintaining 

minimum standards in relation to care of the 

environment, public health, animal health, plant 

health and animal welfare –  a system known as 

Cross Compliance. 

This new workbook will help farmers 

to identify potential issues on their 

farm.  So get a copy now: search 

online for “Teagasc Cross Compliance 

Workbook” or obtain hard copies 

from your local Teagasc office.

Farmyards
SMR4 – Nitrates:  Reducing water pollution from 

agricultural land and farmyards

The following images illustrate and encourage 

best practice (denoted with )

while also illustrating and discouraging  

poor practice (denoted by ).

Maintenance and repair of  
slurry tanks and silage pits
Information on the Maintenance and repair of 

slurry tanks and silage pits is available from  

www.teagasc.ie.

Smartfarming.ie
These downloads will help farmers 

reduce their farm bills & improve 

farm returns, and cover the 

following: soil fertility, grassland, 

machinery, time management, 

water, inputs and waste as 

well as energy and feed. 

Check out  

www.smartfarming.ie

Managing your  
Septic Tank  
(or domestic wastewater 
treatment system)

Remember, you must register your domestic 

wastewater treatment system if you have not 

already done so.

There is a series of 3 leaflets available:

These leaflets and further information is available 

from www.clarecoco.ie and www.epa.ie 

Septic tank de-sludging should be carried out 

regularly using a permitted collector.

Refer to www.nwcpo.ie (permit search, quick 

search, select septic tank de-sludging in County 

Clare)

Managing your  
Farm Waste

Farm plastics and other recycling
Recycle your farm plastics (silage and bale wrap), 

fertiliser/feed bags, chemical drums/containers, 

netting and twine—remember to store items 

separately; keep clean and dry; and store on a hard 

surface which is accessible for a rigid truck with a grab.

Request a farm plastic collection from IFFPG –  

Lo call: 1890 300 4444 or 01-4089966.  

Email: info@farmplastics.ie 

Website: http://www.farmplastics.ie

Empty pesticide/insecticide/
fungicide containers:
Containers must be empty, tripled rinsed 

as per diagram below, fully drained and 

punctured to prevent reuse.  They can 

then be classified as non-hazardous 

waste, and recycled (see above).

Triple rinsing of pesticide containers  

EPA and Department of Agriculture, Food 

and the Marine, 2012

B

A

3 C

D

Sacrifice areas are not 
permitted

Ensure collecting channels are 
kept clear

All rainfall falling on dirty yards 
must be collected

Clean yards avoid the 
requirement of collect rainfall

Keep front of silage pits clean

Clean silage aprons reduce 
effluent storage requirements

A. Drain empty PPP container fully 
into sprayer;

B. Fill empty container 10–20% full 
of water & replace cap securely;

C. Shake container 
vigorously; 

D. Remove cap, add 
washings to sprayer and 
let containers drain for 30 
seconds or more.
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